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Measurements
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CHAPTER ONE
THE TASMANIAN FLOUR MILLING II\DUSTRY: AN OVERVIEW

1.11803-1820
It is a truism that flour milling was the first manufacturingindustryto be establishedin the
Australiancolonies.That this was so stemsnaturally from the fact that wheat was such a
stapleitem in the diet. For example,Knopwoodlists the weekly rationsgiven out in Van
Diemen'sLand in April 1805as six poundstz.7kgl flour and six poundswheat,alongwith
three and a half pounds [1.58kgl of beef and six ounces[170gm] of sugar.From the
beginningof settlementBowen was instructedto prepareas much groundas possiblefor
sowingwheatfor the following year,andwhenKnopwoodbeganhis famousgardenit was
wheathe was"buseyin sowing."t
However,in order to be utilisedwheathad to be groundinto flour. In the early yearsof
by meansof eithersmallmillstonesturnedby hand,called
this wasaccomplished
settlement,
hand mills, or more commonly steel mills, also turned by hand. In December1805
Patersonat PortDalrymplewroteto GovernorKing:
Lieutenant-Governor
thereis a hand
Two commonSteelMills is (sic) muchwanted,andI understand
part
great
of our force will
from Mr Palmer;andas a
mill suchasyou purchased
be up the River somethingof thatkind will be absolutelynecessary.
Even after the first mill buildings were established,these mills continuedto be used
Arthur in a requisitionfor GarrisonStores
wheneverneeded.In 1828Lieutenant-Governor
requestedthat as many as twelve wheatmills be sent,and settlerswho lived too far from a
workingmill continuedto usethemlong afterthis.'
Steelmills were a problem.They deterioratedquickly, particularlyin the early days when
mills of eitherkind were
theywerenot maintained.But the chief objectionsto hand-operated
that,not only werethey hardwork but alsothey werecapableof only low productionrates.
In 1846Bartholomew"B&t' Thomasat Northdown,unableto procureany flour from his
regularsupplier,wasforcedto usethe handmill of his goodneighbourSams.He wrotein his
diary: "Grounda Bll [bushel]wheatat Sams'Mill in abt 2 hours""As a comparison,twenty
had written of the New Norfolk miller, John Terry,
yearsearlier the Land Commissioners
that with his mill "he grindsfrom sevento ten Bushelsan hour" or up to twenty times more
than Bat, and naturallywith muchlesseffort. Not all handmills were as slow as Sams'.In
1825 John Walker advertisedfor sale "...a very excellentHand Mill, with FrenchBurr
stones,capableof grindingTwo Bushelsof Wheatper hour", but this was obviouslyat the
Followingthe buildingof the first windmill at Port Dalrymplein
upperlimit of performance.
1917IheHobart TownGazettevoicedtherelief of manywhenit reportedthat asa result"the
will havea respitefrom their laboriousexercise."For thosewho
steel-mills& hand-stones
preferredto pay someoneelseto grind,the expensewould seemto be almostprohibitive.In

Sydneyin September1796wheatwas being quotedat 12 shillingsa bushel,while in the
'
form of flour it wasworth 26 shillings& sixpence..
Lieutenant-Governor
Collins was soon interestedin getting a mill built in the fledgling
colony. On 18 December1805, less than two years after his party had arrived in Van
Diemen'sLand to join Bowen, he wrote to Earl Camden,the Secretaryof Statefor the
Colonies:
I also enclosea separateDemandfor a set of materialsfor a Water Mill, the
Streamwhich furnishesthe settlementwith waterbeingperfectlyequalto turning
oneof any Dimensions.I havetwo Peoplehere,oneof thema Prisoner,who are
capableof constructingit, & I neednot point out the greatadvantages
we should
derivefrom beingenabledto grindour own Flour.
EnclosureNo.2.Demandfor Materialsfor a WaterMill, to be executedat Hobart
Town, V.D.L. Two pairsof FrenchStones
, 4Yzfeet in Diameter,madecomplete,
with Boxes,Spindles,Step,Brassetc, so asto be completefor work. Half a Ton
of plaister(sic)of Paristo repairthe Stonesin caseof Accident:2cwt [101kg]of
Brass;six dozenof CastSteelMill Bills; etc.o
Thesetwo paragraphs
arenoteworthyin thatCollinshaslistedthe threemain requisitesfor a
mill. The first waspower.He musthavebeendelightedwith theHobartTown Rivulet,which
in New SouthWaleshad so few
could turn a mill "of any Dimensions".The settlements
streamswith both a reliableflow anda steepenoughgradientthat, despiteseveralattempts,
mill was not built until 1804 atParcamatta.
the first water-powered
Even then, it was not
its
successfulas water supplywas too unreliableand it was not until 18L2,24 yearsafter
thatthe first successful
watermill wasbuilt, at BarcomGlennearRushcutterBay.
settlement,
HobartTown by contrastwas muchbetterprovidedfor, with a secondpossiblestream,the
New Town Rivulet,nearby.t
Millstoneswerealsoa necessity.
As will be seen,somelocal stonewaslaterto be found and
usedfor milling, althoughnot particularlysatisfactorily,but until then the stoneshad to be
imported.Frenchburr stoneswerethe bestqualitystonesfor fine flour production"Quarried
in France,they were constructedfrom piecesof quartzitecementedtogetherby plasterof
Parisandbandedaroundthe circumference.
Solid DerbyshirePeakstoneswerepreferredby
many English millers (see Appendix A, Section6.2). The cast steel mill bills Collins
requested
werefor dressingthe stones,a taskundertaken
by a skilledmiller or millwright.
Collins was satisfiedthat he hadthe final requirementfor buildinga mill, a personwith the
requiredknowledge:"I havetwo Peoplehere,one of them a Prisoner,who are capableof
consffuctingit." This indeedwasan essentialpart, onethat wasto be problemfor the infant
colonies.Erectinga mill requireda skilled millwright, who was versedin the practicesof
Many of the early mills were badly constructed,
carpentry,metalworking andengineering.
often requiringcontinualmaintenance
or evenre-building,and the shortageof competent
millwrightswas a primaryreason.In New SouthWalessimilarproblemshadbesetthe early
mills, both wind and water, and it had taken yearsfor a satisfactorymill to be erected.
Collins had brought with him from England severalpeople able to help with milling,
-

No attempthasbeenmadeto convertthe currencyof ttretimesinto modernequivalents,astheseare for the
But for thosewho wouldlike to do so,onepound(20 shillings)equatesto two dollars.
mostpartmeaningless.
Eachshilling wasdivided into twelvepence;thus six penceequalsfive cents.

including the convicts Thomas Pritchard, millwright, and William Bowers, miller.
Unfortunately,Pritchardescapedwhile the party was at Port Phillip and was presumedto
havedied,andBowersmet a similarfate in 1807in Van Diemen'sLand after escapinginto
the bush.It is possiblethat Bowerswasthe prisonerCollinswasalludingto above;the other
wasfreesettlerThomasHayes.u
requirements
werenot forthcoming,at leastfor a while, andin
However,Collins' requested
government,
New
in
South Wales, was not to be involved in the
unlike
the event the
constructionof the early mills. In Van Diemen'sLand it was privateenterprisewhich came
quickly to the fore,buildingthefirst six mills in the colony.Moreover,the first threeof these
werethe work of oneman,RobertNash.Within the spaceof sevenyearshe built a mill on
the New Town Rivulet,only to seeit washedawayby a flood; replacedit with a mill on the
Hobart Town Rivulet which, long known as the Old Mill, was to be the longest-running
watermill in the town; and thenbuilt a windmill on his farm at Sorell (see3.1.1,2.t &
6.2.I). Nashwasre-settledfrom Norfolk Islandwherehe hadalsobeeninvolvedwith mills,
and the importanceof Norfolk Islandersto the early historyof Van Diemen'sLand is once
as two sonsof the millwright NathanielLucaswere responsiblefor the
againemphasised,
(see9.1.1),while a fourth,
windmill which gaveits nameto Windmill Hill in Launceston
(at
jnr,
Daniel Stanfield built anotherof the very earlywindmills Rokeby-see 6.1.1).Thus
five of the first six mills were erectedby a tight-knit groupwho had developedtheir skills
beforebeingforcedto leavetheir islandhome.Consideringthe small numberof otherfree
settlersin theseearly years,this is probablynot surprising.The third water mill in the
colony,the WaterlooMill, alsoon the HobartTown Rivulet,was built by the unsuccessful
Arnold Fisk (see2.2.1),andit waslargelyhis monopolyovermilling
Americanentrepreneur
in the town (ashe alsoownedthe Old Mill) which causedthe governmentto finally build its
own watermill so thatit did not haveto pay the high sumschargedby Fisk. Almost nothing
(see9.1.2).
is knownof theeighthmill built before1820,Steale'swindmillin Launceston
It is clearfrom Collins' statementquotedabovethat the colonistswere quick to appreciate
the importanceof the HobartTown Rivuletas a sourceof power.GovernorBligh duringhis
visit to the colonyin 1809notedthat therewas a "very fine rivulet, on which severalWater
Mills may be erected,"andaftertwo abortiveattemptsat New Town (seealso3.I.2), it was
the HobartTown streamwhichpoweredthefirst four watermills in thecolony(includingthe
numberof mills wereerectedon
LiverpoolStreetmill<ee 2.4).In the eventa considerable
the stream;not only flour mills but alsosawmills, distilleries,cloth factoriesandbreweries.
Biggein 1820thattherewasa constantsupplyto the
G.W. Evansreportedto Commissioner
threemills then existingexceptin January,"when it is a little slack for a week or two."
However,it is noteworthythatfour of thefirst eightmills werewindmills;two built on farms
at Rokebyand Sorell where most of the free settlerswere, and two built at Launceston.
Windmills requiredsomewhatless capitaland were of coursethe preferredoption where
therewasa shortageof suitablewatersites.'
One otherpoint needsto be madeabouttheseearlymills: few of them survivedvery long.
Steale'sseemsto havebeena completefailure,and Nash'smill on the New Town Rivulet
did not work at all well beforeit was washedaway.His windmill at Sorell seemsto have
ceasedoperatingfollowing his deathin 1819,while Stanfield'swindmill was replacedby
1827. The GovernmentMill was rebuilt by 1825,the Old Mill wasenlargedandrepairedby
a competentmillwright a yearor two later,andthe WaterlooMill's mill chutescreatedsuch
a problemthat the mill wascloseddownby 1830.The Windmill Hill mill was still working

into the 1830sbut stoppedby L837.This was a storyto be repeatedmany timesin the first
probablydue to inexperienceon the
decadesof the colony: poor constructiontechniques,
builder'spart,combinedwith the limitationsof availablematerialsandprobablyalsocapital
meantthat the early mills were not well engineeredand were soon replacedor at least
whenskilledmillwrightsandalternativematerialsbecameavailable.
thoroughlyoverhauled

1.21820-1840
The mostsignificantfactorin the historyof milling duringthis periodwasthe rapidincrease
in population,particularlyof free settlers.This processhad beguna few yearsearlier.The
populationof the southernhalf of the islandhad remainedbelow 500 until 1808when the
arrival of the Norfolk Islandershadboostednumbersto 800.By about1810therewereover
1000inhabitantsbut thereaftertherewere only small increments;
from 1814to 1816the
southernpopulationhoveredaround1400,while in the north the figure wasjust under500.
Then in 1815the Napoleonicwars ended,and Britain experienced
a prolongedperiodof
Many who had fought in the wars, along with many othersequally
economicdepression.
conditionsat home,beganto considerthe possibilityof starting
sufferingfrom the depressed
in
Antipodes,
new
life
and boatloadsof settlersbeganto arrive.Whereasin 1816the
a
the
rapidly
totalpopulationfor Van Diemen'sLandwas 1915,by 1817thenumberhadincreased
to 3114andby 1820therewereover5000in the colony.Ten yearslaterthe population^had
soaredoverfour-foldto24 000,whileby 1842ithadmorethandoubledagainto 57 000.'
A largenumberof theseimmigrantsweregentlemanfarmers,attractedby the systemof free
fundsto build mills, andmany
land grantsto menof capital.Thesepeoplehadthe necessary
arrivedwith the expresspulposeof doingso. Men like JohnTerry at New Norfolk, Richard
Downwardat Sorell and Andrew Gatenbyat Barton, near CampbellTown, arrived with
milling machineryandlost little time in erectingthe requiredbuildings(see4.1.1,6.2.2&
tI.4). Othersmay not haveoriginallyintendedto becomeinvolvedwith milling, but as the
rapid increasein populationand especiallyits spreadinto new areasmadethe building of
new mills essential,they had the meansto accommodate
the public. Although therewere
(for
Edward
Yates{ee 2.4 & 9.1.3),they
mills
who alsoerected
example,
someemancipists
weremuchlessimportantthanin New SouthWaleswhereex-convictshad dominatedearly
manufacturingand trading,including the productionand distributionof flour. Both free
settlersand emancipistswere providedwith very cheapconvict labour to build mills and
damsand cut mill races,often severalkilometreslong; had paymentfor this labour been
requiredit couldhavemadetheerectionof mills prohibitivelyexpensive"'
This periodsawthe anival in the colonyof manyof the peoplewho werelater to maketheir
nameas millownersor millwrights.In L82I-22cameAdam Amos, JohnWalker,George
Meredith,ThomasBuxton and EdwardNicholas,to namebut a few. Many arrived on a
singleship:when the Christianiaarrivedin 1822shebroughtThomasAxford, soonto build
a mill at Bothwell,RichardDownward(Sorell)andJamesHoughton(Longford),alongwith
the millwright JohnWattswho wasto build at leastDownward'smill beforebuildingonefor
himselfat Jericho(see4.6.2,6.2.2,L0.L.2&.5.7).Anothermillwright,PeterFerguson,
arrived in 1824and within ten yearshad helpederect the new Governmentwater mill in
HobartTown, as well as mills at Tunbridge,RokebyandRichmond(see2.3, 11.1,6.1.2&.
6.3.2).Latercamesomeof themostimportantof the colony's millwrights:JohnGuillanwho
was to be involved in so many mills in the north (seeChapter9); JamesEasbywho, in

1n

IU

helpederectmanymills includingthe secondBartonmill
partnershipwith JamesRobertson,
near CampbellTown and the later Armytagemill at Bagdad(see LI.4 & 5.1.1); and
AlexanderClark whosebest-knownmill was the Port Arthur waterltreadmill (see8.10.1).
Clark anived as an assistedsettler in t832, one of severalmillwrights helped by the
Governmentimmigrationschemeat the time, and for a periodhe was in partnershipwith
their mills
HenryDavidson.Soimportantwerethesemillwrightsthatwhenpeopleadvertised
they madea point of sayingthat the steamenginewas suppliedby AlexanderClark, or that
the mill machineryhadbeenerectedby Easby& Robertson.'o
As well asthe millownersandmillwrightsthe shipsbroughtthe millers.Most of thesewere
men whose nameshave not made their way into the history books,but they were also
of milling. The particularskill oftenrequiredof them
essentialto the historicaldevelopment
wasthat they wereableto dressthe millstones;in otherwords,usemill bills to cut a regular
patternof radiatinggroovesover the millstonesurfaceto facilitatethe efficient grindingof
the wheat berry and to maximiseflour production.The dressingof stoneswas a regular
requirement,
andwithouta skilledmiller a mill couldevenhaveto closefor a time.
Milling was a peripateticoccupation,with millers habituallymoving betweenneighbouring
mills in the searchfor betterworkingconditions,housingfor his family, or of coursea higher
income.A miller might leasea mill for a periodof yearsandthenmoveon, or he might be
employedon wagesfor only a limited period.They were not alwaysreliable.They had a
reputationfor their drinking,broughton by the constantlydustyconditionsin which they
worked."The Jolly Miller" and "The DustyMiller" werepopularnamesfor hotels.It is no
for millers madeit clearthat the ownerwishedto
wonderthat many of the advertisements
in 1852,for example,read:"A Miller
hire only someonewho was sober.An advertisement
will be liberallytreatedwith at the HamiltonMill.
his business,
who thoroughlyunderstands
No drunkardneedapply." Eventhe millerswith whom Mondsworkedat the SupplyMills,
"all very decentmen", occasionallyindulgedin a spree;this includedthe part-ownerof the
JohnSymes.t'
business,
One suchmiller whosecareercan be tracedbetweenmills was John Cross.In May 1832
ThomasAxford at Thorpeadvertisedfor a "steadyman as a Miller," and it is possiblethat
JohnCrossapplied.Certainlyin Februaryof the following yearAxford wasat painsto make
surethat "[t]he public areinformed,thatJohnCrossis no longerin my employ."And when
for a miller in 1834he madehis wishesclear:"To Millers. Wanted,a sober
he readvertised
Cross
steadyMiller, at moderatewages.None needapply who are given to drunkenness."
madehis way north andin April 1835wasworking for ThomasFletcher.It is possiblethat
he onceagainwas in strife as he went that monthto the nearbymill of Barton and asked
however,GeorgeGatenbywrotein his diary that:
for work there.In September,
successfully
"JohnCross& his dearwent up to Barnards& camehomegloriouslydrunk." The next day
"Fatherpaidoff Mr & Mrs X (sic)" andGeorgehadto do the grinding."
A moresoberexampleof a miller regularlychanginghis placeof employmentis the caseof
JohnGrayson.Convictedin Northamptonin 1829at the ageof 23 underthe nameof William
of MessrsPercival...with
Butterworthfor "burglariouslybreakinginto the banking-house
judge
recommended
commutation.
to deathbut the
intentto steal"he wasinitially sentenced
Describedas a ploughmanand miller, he arrivedin Van Diemen'sLand in 1830and was
assignedto the serviceof RichardDownwardof Sorellwherehe not only looked after his
two mills but also helped in the cultivation of his 4A acres.Butterworth stayedwith
Downwardfor eight yearsbeforebeinggivenhis ticket of leaveand goingto live with and
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work for JohnWalker,the HobartTown miller. By 1841he hadsavedf150 andwasableto
go into businessfor himselfas partnerwith Henry Davidsonin the new CommercialSteam
on his businessat the
Mill on the Old Wharf in Hobart. While Davidsonconcentrated
DerwentFoundry,Butterworthran the mill on his own. In 1842he wrote that "A millers
(sic) wagesherearevery good.I couldhavea dozenplacesany day(if I wasinclined)at the
fwagesof two poundsten shillingsa week] but I am doing a greatdeal betterthan that, I
hope,beingmy own masterso far."
At thattime Butterworthwasplanningto go to a newmill Davidsonwasgoingto build in the
country,but it is unclearwhetherhe actuallywent.By the beginningof 1846he waswriting
that, "I havebeenvery unfortunatein businesstheselast two yearsand havelost a deal of
money.More than half of this colony has beeninsolventin that time." He was by then
managerof Turnbull's Davey Streetmill. By the end of 1848 he was at the Old Mill,
evidentlyleasingit and doing well, keepingtwo millers, a carter and a servantwoman.
However,he was alreadyshowingthe signsof lung disease,a commonaffliction for millers
In 1850he died,"leavinga widow andfive
who workedlong hoursin a dustyatmosphere.
youngchildrento deplorehis loss.""
is an exampleof a convictmiller. Many suchwereemployedasmillers
Grayson/Butterworth
andthis too helpedthe ownersto makebiggerprofits.JohnWalkerwas onewho usedthem
extensivelyand Monds consideredthat this was one of the reasonswhy he had madehis
fortune (see 2.3). However, otherspreferredpeoplewho came free to the colony and
advertisedfor them, and there were many free immigrantswho arrived from the 1820s
onwardswho wereso employed.
iron works
Onelastcategoryof immigrantof importanceto mills werethosewho established
1822,
William
as
and
iron
foundry
as
early
a
small
and foundries.E. Whitehouseopened
by 1827.AlexanderClark and the Easby& Robertsonpartnership
Harris was established
facilitiesin Hobartwhichincludedthe erectionof foundriesfor
wereforemostin establishing
The millwright Easby
of castiron gearworkandsteamenginecomponents.
the manufacture
made the patternsand Harris cast the wheelsfor the tirst all-iron water wheel and other
machineryfor Armytage'slatermill at Bagdad(see5.1.1),openedin 1834.'o
naturallyspreadawayfrom
of new settlers,settlement
With the arrivalof so manythousands
the early settlementson the Tamarandthe lower Derwentand Pittwater.Land was takenup
alongmanyof the majorriver systems,includingthe upperDerwent,the Jordan,the Tamar,
the Coal and the SouthEsk valleys,as well as all throughthe Midlandsand on the East
went,mills followed.By 1830another30 new mills hadbeenbuilt,
Coast.Wheresettlement
22 of themwatermills.. Six werewindmills,four of which werein the north of the state(two
at Launcestonand one eachat GeorgeTown and Longford).In the decadethat followed
another36 mills werebuilt, severalon the SouthEsk and alongthe FingalValley, with the
majority(22) beingwatermills. Eight windmillswerebuilt in this decade,includingthe first
towermills (at Richmond,LongfordandOatlands).A11previously
largeandwell-engineered
necessity,
had,
beenpostmills of woodenconstruction.
by
erectedwindmills

*

The numbers quoted here are of the mills which have been found for this study. It is quite possible that other
mills were in fact built. Moreover, the dates of the known mills are occasionally problematic. Neither of these
facts, however, should detract from the main thrust of the a.rgumentwhich follows.
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Most of the early mills were relativelysmall,with one or perhapstwo pairs of stones,and
frequentlyweatherboardstructures.More than half in this period were built on farms,
designedto mill grain for the farm and then providecommercialmilling for neighboursas
required,and theseestatemills were generallybuilt in the early yearsof the settlementof a
district.If a customerbroughtwheatto the mill andreturnedhomewith the proceedsof the
milling (flour, branandpollard),this wascalledgristing.The customermight pay a setprice
per bushelground,or the miller might takea proportionof the wheataspayment,refemedto
astakinga toll. Alternatively,of course,the miller couldbuy in wheatandprocessit for sale
on the open market.In practice,most mills did both. For example,Downward'smills at
Sorellwere describedas "doing a capitalgrist business,
besidesthe manufacturingof flour
for market."Occasionally,
especiallyif themiller wasshortof cash,only gristingwascarried
on, as when the soon-to-beinsolventJohn Guillan announcedthat he was operatingthe
AlbionMills. at CorraLinn for gristonly (see9.1.3)."
By the 1830ssomeof the mills built in the 1820swere alreadyat the end of their working
life, and replacementmills were beginningto be built. These mills were much better
Examplesof suchrebuildinginclude
andwereableto functionfor manydecades.
constructed
the ThorpeMill, the Bartonmill nearCampbellTown and Armytage's mill at Bagdad(see
4.6.2,LL.4& 5.1.1).At leastthe first of theseworkedinto the twentiethcentury,while the
Fluctuationsin the total numberof
Bartonis still standing,althoughmovedto Launceston.
statistics,the Mills and
by government-compiled
operationalmills with time aredocumented
rateof mill constructionduringthe early
ManufacturingReturns,which indicatea consistent
(see
1).'u
Figure
development
of thecolony's
decades
The 1830s also saw some other important technologicaldevelopments.The engineer
Degravesfabricatedthe colony'sfirst waterturbinefor his 1836flour mill at the Cascades
(see2.9). Moreover,the erectionof steamenginesfor mills began.The first steamengine
operationin 1830,althoughit was evidently
wasimportedby JohnWalkerandcommenced
not very successfulinitially, but in June 1838a steammill at Windermerewas producing
flour, and within the next twelvemonthstwo existingwatermills at Sorell and Colebrook
Parkhadsteamadded(see2.7,9.4,6.2.2
& 6.6.1).Moreover,the colony'sfirst horsemills
werebuilt,oneat Stanleyandoneat Hagley(seeI2.I7.1 & 11.8).
The governmenthad becomeinvolved in more mills. Its initial decisionto build the
GovernmentMill in Hobart Town had been promptedby the necessityof providing
but onceothermills were operatingin the vicinity it
competitionfor a local entrepreneur,
led to furthermill
movedout of the milling business
there(see2.3).However,circumstances
The windmill at GeorgeTown was
constructionat new towns or penal establishments.
while that at Launcestoncould well havebeen
necessary
to grind wheatfor the settlement,
built so thattheLucaswindmillhadcompetition(see9.2 &9.I.4). The isolatedSarahIsland
mill beingerected,
a man-powered
setflementrequireda milling capabilityfor its inhabitants,
probablya capstanarrangement,
while the treadmillat HobartTown wasprimarrly designed
benefitof alsoproducingflour (see12.L9 &.
as a form of punishmentwith the considerable
1830satreadmillwasbuiltinLauncestonaswell(see9.I.7).
the
2.6).Towardstheendof

.

The plural "mills" was often used when the mill in question had more than one pair of mill stones; "Mill"
and "Mills" were used interchangeably in the titles of such mills.
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The proliferationof mills in this period resultedin substantialsurplusesof flour being
availablefor exportfor the first time. The first recordedoverseas
exportoccurredin 1827,
and from then on large shipmentswere sentto the other colonies,particularlyNew South
Walesand the developingsettlements
at Port Phillip and SouthAustraha,with occasional
cargoesfurther afield to Mauritius and even Britain. New kaland was to become an
importerof Tasmanianflour as well for a time. Throughthe 1830sflour as a proportionof
Tasmanian
exportsrosefrom I.2Voto 6.77o.Launceston
wasto becomethe leadingport for
suchexports;figuresfor the next decadeshowthat four-fifths of the tonnageof wheatand
flour wasexportedfrom that port. The increasingprospects
for exportled many millowners
to enlargetheir mills; for exampleThomasFletcherhadthe LakeMills nearCressyoperating
by 1834with onepair of stones,but just four yearslaterenlargedthe capacityto two pairs,
while at the otherend of the scaleJohnWalker had sevenpairs operatingat what had been
Mill by theendof the 1830s(see2.3)."
theGovernment

1.3 1840-1860
The early yearsof the 1840ssaw one of the mostseveredepressions
that the islandcolony
in Van Diemen'sLand by the
It was felt Australia-wide,but was exacerbated
experienced.
replacement
of theconvictassignment
systemby the probationsystem.At a time of very low
for their
commoditypricesanddifficulty in payingbills, settlersnow hadto pay probationers
labour whereasassignedconvictshad been provided at minimal cost. Millers could be
particularlyvulnerable,especiallyif they had boughtwheat at very high prices and then
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found the price of wheatplummetalmostovernight.Many millownersand millers became
insolventat this time,andmills changedhandsregularly.
However,despitethis the rate of mill buildingcontinuedalmostunabated,with another30
erectedduring the decade.Three of thesewere horse mills, built in the south-east-at
Ravensdale,
RhebanandBucklanFwhere reliableriverswerenot asreadilyavailable;these
were the last of the horsemills known to have been built. Five of the new mills were
windmills, of which three belongedto the governmentand were built at their convict
settlements
at DarlingtonandLong Point on Maria Island,and at SaltwaterRiver; the other
two were at Stanleyand at Battery Point. The governmentalso built the Port Arthur
combinedwaterandtreadmillof massiveproportions.No moregovernmentmills wereto be
erected.Justover half of the new mills werepoweredby water,but steamwas becominga
viablealternative.Six steammills werebuilt this decade,but evenmoreinterestinglyanother
ten wereconvertedto steam.That this waspossiblewas duepartly to peoplelike Alexander
Clark (see1.2), andpartly to the increasingavailabilityof goodquality coal. The first coal
from Port Arthur was soldto the publicin 1834,althoughthis wasexpensiveandof inferior
qualityfor steamraisingpurposes,
for bothimportedcoalfrom
but from 1846advertisements
Newcastleandthe Illawaffaappearregularlyin thenewspapers."
The addition of steam did not necessarilymean that the original power source was
disconnected.
Coal cost money,and nearly all millownerscontinuedto use wind or water
whenthis wasfeasible.IndeedTasmaniais uniquefor the continueduseof waterpowerinto
in all the other coloniesfrom the midthe twentiethcentury,whereassteampredominated
nineteenthcenturyonwards.For example,of 280 mills established
in Victoria between1840
and 1880,237 of them weresteam.However,Tasmaniahad a numberof generallyreliable
streams available around the colony, and water power remained a viabl*and
cheaper<ption. In 1859Brown of the LiverpoolStreetmill was at painsto point out that
his mill still operatedwith watereventhoughhe hadalsoinstalledsteam(see2.4).The same
held true for windmills,althoughto a lesserextent:whenthe TrafalgarMill was offeredfor
salein 1853it wasspecifiedthatthe fans[sails]of the windmill werein first classorder(see
6.3.2).But the principaladvantage
of steamwasthat it ensuredthat mills could be operated
on demand,this beingimportantfor the largerwindmills,particularlythosein the Midlands
wherewindswereunreliable.It is hardlysurprisingthatthe DaveyStreetwindmill hadbeen
replacedby a steammill by 1843,and the two tower mills at Oatlandsand Richmondhad
Mill at Longfordandthe BatteryPointMill followed
addedsteamby 1848.The Independent
suitin 1851and 1861respectively.
The othermajorgroupof mills to addsteampowerin the
1840swerethoseon the HobartTown Rivulet.Throughoutthe 1830sa shortageof wateron
severaloccasionsled to crisesfor the many manufacturingindustriesdependingon the
streamfor power (seeChapter2), and by the middle of the 1840sthe Sorell, Wilmot,
Dynnyrneand Kent Mills had all addedsteam,with the CascadeMills joining them by the
(see2.5,2.II,2.I2&2.9).'n
endof thedecade
Exportsgrewquitewell in the secondhalf of the 1840s,with 2I4 A00bushelsof wheatbeing
exportedasflour, or aboutone-fifthof thecrop,but the 1850swasto provea boomtime for
the colonyandfor flour millers.The localpopulationhadreached70 100by 1851,andthen
the gold rushesin Victoriaprovidedwhatappeared
to be an insatiablemarket.JohnStokellat
the diggingswrotehometo his sisterthatsecondclassflour wassellingfor f25 a ton, a high
figure; lessthan threeweekslater it was f70 a ton. Thosemills alreadybuilt were able to
makea killing. The ledgerbooksof the Lake Mills at Tallentyregraphicallytell the story.
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For the secondhalf of the 1840sthe annualprofit for the mills was aroundf200; in 1851it
had risento f607, andthe following yearhad soaredto f2A23. This was the peakyear,but
profitscontinuedto be madein the yearsthatfollowed:f1059 in 1853,f"574in
substantial
1854and f957 in 1855.Most mills ableto exportwould haveshownsimilar results,but
somesmallermills weredisadvantaged
by a shortageof labour.'o
Sixteenmills were erectedduring the 1850s,but for the first time water mills were not
predominant,
with only six of thembeingbuilt. By contrast,nine steammills werebuilt, plus
anothersix hadsteamadded.Two of thesewerethe lasttwo watermills on the HobartTown
Rivuletto be converted,the Old Mill andthe LiverpoolStreetMill. The majorityof the new
mills were in the north of the colony,and for the first time severalmills were built to the
west of Launceston,includingtwo at Deloraine,and one each at Carrick, Westburyand
Spreyton.
The 1840sand 1850swere a time of considerableadvancesin milling: larger and more
powerfulwaterwheelswereconstructed,
and improvedequipmentwas imported,including
more efficient steam engine types; improved cleaning and dressingequipment(which
respectivelyremovedthe dirt from the wheat,andsizedthe mealinto bran,pollardandfirst
andsecondgradeflour); andlabour-saving
devicessuchaselevators.

1.41860-1890
After the boomtimesof the 1850sthe two decades
which followedmusthavebeendifficult
to take for the colony and for millers. Stagnationset in in all areas,with emigration
exceedingimmigrationand little occulringin the economy.The major problemwas that
Tasmania,as it was now known,had lost its positionas one of the major grain growersof
Australia.Victoria,which hadimportedwheatandflour in suchquantitiesduringthe 1850s
hadbecomeself-sufficientby 1860;moreover,SouthAustraliahadprovedto be an excellent
growerof wheatandwasexportingin largequantitiesby the 1860s.Its wheatwasharderas
well, andpreferredby bakerswhenmakingbread.To addinsult to injury, therewas always
the prospectof cheapAmericanwheatcominginto the market.The result was that wheat
droppedmarkedlyin price;the CornwallChroniclern 1861wrotethat:"[t]herewasnot room
for a singleglimmerof hopein thepriceto be securedfor Wheatpayingactuallythe expense
of its cultivation.""
With less wheatbeing grown and little chanceof export to the other coloniesflour mills
becamefar lessprofitableandindeeda liability.By the 1870swheatwas no longerbeing
grownin the old Midlandsareas,partlybecause
the soil wasimpoverished,
andfarmerswere
turningto sheep.Rustin someof the wetterareaswasalsoa problem.Populationwasfalling
in someof the older establishedareassuch as CampbellTown, Longford and Westbury,
while other towns such as New Norfolk, Oatlands,Perth and Richmondstagnated.The
situationwas exacerbated
by the impositionof Victoriantariffs; in l87I the neighbouring
colonyincreasedits tariff on flour h lA\Vo."
1860was the peak yearfor the numberof mills operatingin the state;from then on they
beganto close(seeFigure1)"Somesmallscalepostmills andwatermills remainedviablein
isolatedareas,but graduallythe trendwastowardslarger-capacity
mills sitednearportsfor
the importationof betterquality wheat.This trendwas magnifiedwith the developmentof
railwaysin the 1870s,with Launcestonat the hub. Increasingly,the mills that remained
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operationalwere thoselocatedin largetownsnearthe main railway routes,and somenew
mills, such as Brock's mill at Campania,were deliberatelysited near the railways.Most
millers campaignedto get the railway to come through their district, thinking of the
it gavethemto bring in wheatandsendtheir flour out. They forgot that it also
opportunities
openedthemto thecompetitionof the biggercommercialmills in the maincities.
The overall picture for mills might have been worse, except for the developmentof
settlementsalong the North-WestCoast. The poor state of transportin this rapidly
developingatea, a problem until well into the twentieth century, demandedthat each
settlementhaveits own mill, so thatwhile mills in the olderareaswereclosing,a numberof
mills openedup in the north-west.In the 1860s,ten of the 17 recentlyerectedmills were
locatedto the westof Launceston-atGreen'sCreek,Hagley,Clayton'sRivulet,Westbury,
Mole Creek,Sassafras,
Latrobe,Devonport,Sheffieldand Somerset.
Anothersix openedin
the same areain the 1870s,while only one steammill commencedoperationin both
LauncestonandHobart(Ritchie'sandPeet's).Watermills slightly outnumbered
steammills
in this 2}-yearperiod,largelybecause
the shortriversof the coastwere suitablefor the use
of turbines.The state'slast new windmill, at Bridgewater,was alsoprobablyerectedat this
time (see5.3). The new mills were often the work of immigrantswho had come under
passages
in the 1850s.In fact thehistoryof milling in the 1860sand70sin the northassisted
westechoesthe history of milling in the older-established
areasin the 1820sand 30s:new
immigrantswith the necessary
skill or capitalmadethe most of opportunitiesavailableto
themasthe first settlersin an area.

1.51880-1900
From 1880the climatefor milling startedto improvesomewhat,particularlyin the north of
the statewhich was able to benefitfrom the developmentof mining. Most of the mines,
includingthe tin mountainat Mt Bischoff,werein the north-eastor north-west,and it was
northernmills whichweresetto profit from supplyingtheminers.This alsoappliedwhenthe
WestCoastminesopenedup, with smalltradingvesselstakingsuppliesfrom the north of the
state.Therewas alsosomegrowthin urbanmarkets,especiallySydney.However,this was
alsothetime whenthe smallermills beganto feel the pinchasthe largercommercialmills in
urbancentresbeganto competeevermorestrongly.The smallermill with oneor two pairsof
stonessimplywasnot viableunlessin a relativelyisolatedlocation."
This becameparticularlythe casewhensomeof the largecapacitymills convertedto rollers.
The transferof roller technologyfrom Europe(Britain andHungary)and North Americato
Tasmania
in themid-1880s.
commenced
It enabledcheaper,
whiterflour to be produced,
but
it alsocosttwice asmuchper unit asa stonemill, dueto the high initial capitalexpenditure,
andthereforerequireda largerthroughput.Mills hadeitherto installthemor risk losingtheir
remainingcustom.The miller Holmanat Perth(see10.2)put the casesuccinctlywhen he
wrote to his landlordScott:"We havebeenlosingmoneyfor monthspastwith(?) the roller
flour havingbeenbroughtinto competitionwith us and to successfully
hold our own with
roller flour it is absolutelynecessary
to haveadditionalmachinery."The first miller to install
rollerswasBrockat Campania
by December1885(see6.5.2),butwithin the next few years
most of the larger urbanmills had beenconvertedto rollers either completelyor in part.
TheseincludedDossetor'sandGibson'sin the south,andRitchie,Affleck andMondsin the
north. Later someof the smallermills followed suit, such as Bowerbankand Harvey's at
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DeloraineandHope'sat Sheffield(seerelevantsections),but evenso they found it difficult
to competewith the largerurbanmills. Most of the millownersbowedto the inevitableand
simply closedtheir doors.The day of the smalltraditionalmill servinga local clientelewas
almostover.'o
From 1890onwardstherewas a sharpdeclinein the numberof operatingmills (seeFigure
1), althoughthis is not to saythatno newmills startedup. Most of the newmills continuedto
be erectedin the north, althoughtwo were to the east-Bean's at Fingal and Morey's at
Bean'smill wasto be the last of the smallcountrymills to close,in the 1940s(see
Swansea.
watermills (seeFigure
L0.7.2&8.3.2). Moreover,for thefirst timesteammills outnumbered
1), althoughwatermills were still beingbuilt at Forth,Deloraine,Sheffieldand Wynyard.
The last estatemill, at FentonForest,was also erectedat this time: the Bushy Park area
basically becamea town in the hop-picking season,and it was worthwhile for the
Shoobridges
to usethe existingmill raceon the farm andconstructa mill so that they could
grindtheir own wheatandbaketheirown breadfor the workers(see4.4.2).

1.6Twentieth century milling
The federationof the statesin 1901causedstill more upheavalin the Tasmanianmilling
world, largelybecause
the absence
of any tariffs allowedmainlandflour to be importedinto
the statefreely andthuscompetewith the localproduct.Someestatemills continuedto grind
their own and neighbours'wheat,includingMillbrook, Thorpeand Egmont,and ancillary
activities such as chaff-cutting,crackingwheat, cleaningwheat or grinding stock feed
allowedtheseand othersto remainviable for a little longer.But in generalthe closureof
mills continuedapace,particularlyaroundthe time of the First World War. A few rural mills
held out, includingBean at Fingal,Holmanat Perth,and Hope at Sheffield,but with the
exceptionof the first, thesehadall stoppedmilling flour by 1930.By thattime the threemain
mills wereGibson'sin Hobart,with a26V+-sack
mill, Monds& Affleck in Launceston
with a
l5-sackmill andRitchie's,alsoin Launceston,
with a four-sackmill. (Thenumbersrefer to
the numberof sacksof flour whichcouldbe groundin an hour.)Thesemills all convertedto
electricityearly in the century.
Two new mills werebuilt in the statein theearly 1960s.Monds& Affleck built a new mill at
Placein Hobart,while Gibsonserectedoneat Devonport.However,a takeoverby
Salamanca
Pivot in the 1990sled to first Gibson'smill andthenthe mill at Devonportbeingclosed.As
this reportis written, only onemill remainsoperationalin the state,a fact which highlights
almosttwo centuriesago.
the declineof an industrythatwasestablished

Of the over 200 mills which havebeenerectedin the stateand are describedin this report,
many have disappeared
without trace.Yet for many otherssomethingstill endures.(See
Chapter13 for a detaileddescriptionof the remainingmill sites.)Some34 former mills
surviveas virtually completebuildings,althoughthe majorityhavebeenalteredstructurally
or convertedto other uses.Generallyof two or more storeys,they are often particularly
noteworthyin the small country towns which they continueto dominate.A surprising
numberof these,plus someothersmore or lessin ruins, retain machineryof one sort or
another(see 13.2.1,Table 5). Many haveleft only foundationsto show where they once
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existed.Theymay havebeendismantledfor theirbuildingmaterials,or destroyedby flood or
fire, both an ever-presenthazard for watermills and the later steam conversions.
Alternatively,they may have left no discernibletrace,a likely outcomefor post mills in
particular,or whereurbanmill siteshavebeenre-developed.
Even wherefoundationshave
gone,therecanbe somereminderof a watermill which oncestoodnearby:mill racescanbe
located, and dams which were once erectedfor watermills often survive as popular
swimmingholes(for example,at St Leonardsor Longford)or havebeenusedfor a town's
water supply (for example,Perth or Longford again;Conarais still suppliedusing the
Milford Mill's dam). And if all physicalremainshave gone,the namesof mills and the
millers who ran themsurvivein all areas.Therearefew areasof the statewhich cannotboast
a Millbrook or Milford, a Windmill Point or Flour Mill Bay, while the millers and
millownershavegiventheir namesto rivers,farms,streets,hills andgullies.And this is asit
should be, consideringthe enormousimpact thesepioneershave had on the history of
Tasmania.
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CHAPTER TWO
HOBART

2.1 The Old Mill
The early history of the first mill to be erectedon the Hobart Town Rivulet is somewhat
unclear.It had many namesin its long life, but that most frequentlyappliedwas the "Old
Mill", usedas early as January1818.The most detailedinformationregardingits origins
comesfrom a L920articlein the Critic quotingan agreementto build the mill, and although
the article was written over onehundredyearsafter the mill wasbuilt, thereis enoughdetail
in the descriptionto make it clear that the writer had the agreementin front of him as he
wrote.It is worthquotingextensively.
1810anagreement
...onthe3rdDecember
for theerection
of a mill in HobartTownwas
executed
betweenRobertNashandJohnClarke,of Sladden's
Farm,co-partners
and
part,
millers,on the one
atrdWilliam HamblyandJohnDuncombe,
co-partners
and
carpenters
on theotherpart.... Thecarpenters
agreed
to erecta mill-houseandshingle
thesamecomplete,
together
witheverynecessary
andusefulappendage
to sucha mill, to
be erectedon therivuletat a pointabout200yardsaboveMolle Sffeet.Themillerson
their side agreedto furnishthe timber etc., one Government
carpenter,and such
labourers
asmightnecessarily
be required;whilethe contractors
undertook
to erectthe
watercorn-mill' and mill-houseso that it could grind corn within threecalendarmonths
from the dateof agreement.
The contractprice wasf100 sterlingto be paid, by an order
for f75 upon JamesLord, who shall supplythe conffactorswith suchpropertyas they
may require,and f25 in sterlingupon the completionof the job. The penaltyfor noncompletionwithin the prescribedtime was f,50, while the millers, if they neglectedto
performtheir part of the agreement,
wereto forfeit a similar sum.'
The partners in this venture were well-known to each other. At least three of them had been
on Norfolk Island, where Robert Nash had a mill and William Hambly and John Duncombe
worked as carpenters.Hambly and Duncombearrived in Van Diemen'sLand on the Porpoise
on 17 January 1808, and John Duncombe married William Hambly's daughter soon
afterwards. Robert Nash arrived on the City of Edinburgh on 1 October in the sameyear, and
probably had built a mill on the New Town Rivulet by April 1810 (see 3.1.1). One of the
interestingparts of the agreementis that the mill was financed by the astuteJamesLord, who
would later be involved with Mill Farm at New Town (see3. L.L).'
The Old Mill was built of timber on the north-westernside of the Rivulet betweenLiverpool
and Macquarie Streetsand about 200 metresaboveMolle Street.In its early days its address
was usually given as Liverpool Street, but it also was describedas being in Upper Collins
Street (which occasionallycausesconfusion with the Government Mill-see 2.3) and later
when it had accessfrom Macquarie Streetvia Denison Lane and a bridge, it was often given
a Macquarie Street address.Its mill race probably began above Elboden Street;just east of
that street it crossedthe rivulet to its northern side and then ran parallel and quite closely to
the stream until it reachedthe mill.t
.

The tenn "corn" was often used for what we would call wheat. What we would call corn, or maize. was
usually called Indian corn.
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Just what happenednext with Nash'smill is unclearand it can only be assumedthat it
continuedto function. Within a few yearsNash determinedto sell the mill. It is quite
possiblehe had to sell in orderto pay off Lord, but perhapshe had simply determinedto
settleat Pittwater,wherein 1813he had beengranted200 acresand wherehe was to later
erectthe colony'sfirst windmill (see6.2.L).In October1814he sold the mill to Thomas
McNeelance,
who took out a mortgagewith JamesLord to financethe purchase.
McNeelance
had earlier that year bought Mill Farm at New Town (see 3.1.1). On 25 May 1815
McNeelancesold all "his Right, Title and Interestin and to the Water Corn Mill together
with all Lands,Housesandany thing appertaining
thereunto,commonlycalledNash'sMill"
alongwith the landsof the LowerMill (see2.2.1)to Arnold Fiskfor the sumof f2700.0
Arnold Fisk was a sailor who had beenborn in RhodeIsland in 1777 and who, after a
somewhatunsuccessful
careeras a ship's captaintradingin the SouthSeas,had arrivedin
Van Diemen'sLand about 1813.He acquireda Pittwaterfarm and mingledwith the local
"society," but lost goods said later by his daughterto be worth f2A00 in a raid by
in February1815.Somehowthreemonthslater he was able to raiseenough
bushrangers
moneyto buy the two mill sites.He continuedto operatethe Old Mill; in I8l7 he advertised
that "[in] consequence
of the numerousMistakeswhich constantlyariseby Personsbringing
Wheatto my Mill" theymusthave"the first two Lettersof the Owners'name...legiblyfixed
on theBag."t
But he evidentlyfoundthe mill not entirelysatisfactory.
Possiblyit hadbeenpoorly built and
he couldnot get it to work properly;possiblythe damwasstill posinga problem;perhapsit
wasseento be a little too far out of town.Whateverthe reason,he concentrated
muchof his
attentionon building a new mill on the other site he had bought(see2.2.1) and when it
openedon 1 January1818he movedhis residence
there.It is not clearwhetherthe Old Mill
continuedto function as a mill for the next few years.Fisk rented part of one of his
establishments
as a hospitalfor Aboriginesin 1819-20,andit could well havebeenthe Old
Mill which wasusedin this way.u
Fisk wassoonin financialtrouble(for the reasons
for this, see2.2.1),andby June1821he
had soldthe Old Mill to the shippingagentWalterCrammond.J.A. Motton,the new miller,
announcedthat "he has openedthe Old Mill" which might indicatethat the mill had not
functionedfor a while. The price of grinding was only one shilling and threepenceper
bushel,or eight poundsof wheat.Fisk had beenchargingone shilling and eightpence.In
September
CaptainHeanyannounced
thathe hadtakenchargeof the mill andhadbeen"at a
very heavy Expensein erectinga DressingMachine,for the expresspuqposeof giving
satisfaction
to thosewho mayfavourhim with theirCustom.His cartwill go roundthe Town
everyMonday,Wednesday,
andSaturdayfor the purposeof receivingWheatand delivering
Flour." This may well havebeenthe first dressingmachinein the colony.It was a meansof
separatingthe high quality flour from the bran,and would havegiven Heanyan advantage
over his competitors(see Appendix A, Section6.3). The use of a caft indicatesthe
disadvantage
the mill had:because
it wasa little way out of town,it hadto competewith the
mills closerin.'
In October I82I Lieutenant-Governor
Sorell transmittedto Macquariea memorial from
Crammondaskingfor a grantof the UpperMill which he saidhe held in succession
to Nash
"to whom originally that spot of Ten Acres is represented
to have beenlocated,with an
assurance
of a futureGrant,as compensation
for Mills givenup by him at the evacuationof
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Norfolk Island."Thereis no way of knowingif Crammondwasgivenwhat he askedfor, or
indeedif he wascoffectin thinkingNashwasgrantedthe land originally.Thereis certainly
no evidencethat Nashwas grantedany land otherthantwo grantsat Pittwater.Whateverthe
case,Crammondsoondivestedhimself of the mill, as by January1824when the Provost
Marshallannounced
the auctionof the "ElevenAcresof Land...witha WaterMill, Dwelline
House,Out-houses
.." itwas ownedby EspieandClark.*
&c erectedthereon.
Espie'srole is unclear,but Clark was GeorgeCarr Clark who had arrivedin Van Diemen's
Land rn 1822,and after a visit to Sydneydecidedto establishhimselfin the junior colony.
He boughtboth Fisk's mill and the Old Mill, renamingthe latter the Ellinthorp Vale Mill
afterhis family homein Yorkshire.By August 1824Espiewas not mentionedwhen Clark
announcedthat his grindingratesfor wheatat both mills were one shilling per bushel(a
further reductionfrom Fisk's rates),while dressingwheat would cost sixpence,as would
crackingwheat, marze,barley or "pease".He went on: "It is requestedthat all Persons
bringingWheatto be groundwill seethe sameweighedandenteredin the Mill Book, kept
expresslyfor that purpose;and in orderto preventall Disputes,it is desiredthat the same
may be weighedbeforetakenaway.""
Clark was not a miller, and the mill was occupiedin turn by RobertLathropMurray and
ThomasWright. By August1825Clark had sold the mill to Wright, who describedhimself
as "late Partnerof the Firm 'G.C. Clark & Co"' and who at the sametime leasedthe
WaterlooMill. He haddifficulty with trespassers
takingbuildingmaterials,andhis fencetoo
was "repeatedlybrokendown and carriedaway." In April 1826the mill with one pair of
stoneswasofferedfor lease,thentwo monthslaterit was offeredfor sale"in very excellent
millwright."
condition,havingrecentlyundergonea thoroughrepairby a most experienced
The mill did not sell;insteadit wasleasedfor f300 a yearto JohnDean,"Miller, Corn-dealer
and Ship Biscuit Baker," who advertisedgrinding rates of ninepenceper bushel, with
- a furtherreductionon Fisk's ratesof only a few yearsbefore.In
dressingfor threepence
July 1827the "truly valuableand most commodiouspremises,the Ellin ThorpeMills...at
presentlet to a goodtenant"wereadvertised
for saleby auction.The mill now hadtwo pairs
waterwheels;presumablythe additionshad beenmade
of Frenchburrs drivenby separate
the yearpreviously.The mill wassoldto GeorgeFrederickReadfor f 1025.'o
Even Wright had usually usedthe name"Old Mill" ratherthan "Ellinthorpe",and under
Read'sownershipthe latternamerapidly disappeared,
the last examplebeingin July 1828.
Readcontinuedto own the mill until at least1831whenhe offeredit for leaseagain.Dean
ran the mill at leastuntil the end of 1829andit wasthe redoubtable
JohnWalker who was
for Millbrookat
leasingitin 1831,althoughoneBethune(probablythemerchantresponsible
do not mentionReadagainandfrom
Ouse+ee 4.7) wasliving at the mill. The newspapers
1833all advertisingof the leaseof the mill was initiatedby Walker, so it appearshe had
of threeHobartmills (the othersbeing
boughtthe mill by then,thusgiving him possession
Mill, see2.3,andhis steammill on Old Wharf, see2.7)."
theGovernment
In August1835Walkeradvertised
the mill for lease,referringto its "powerfulwaterwheel."
This indicatesthatthe two waterwheelsof the 1820shadbeenreplaced,andthe mostlikely
explanationis that two wheelsof small diameterand capableof turning only one pair of
stoneseach had been replacedby a larger wheel driving the stonesby a spur wheel
By the time the Sprentsurveywascompletedin the 1840sthe mill wasthe Larrangement.
shapedbuildingshownin laterillustrationsso it seemsthat Walkerrebuiltthe mill by 1835.
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By 1833therewas a bridgeover the rivulet and a road to MacquarieStreetand after 1836
Walkerneverreferredto it with a CollinsStreetaddress."
In the early 1830sthe miller was AlexanderBruford; in 1843T.E. Manningtonwas there,
while at the endof the decadeWilliam Butterworth(neeJohnGraysor-see 1.2)hadthe mill
for a few years.It is not knownexactlywhenWalkersoldthe mill to JohnTumer;it is quite
possiblethat he disposedof the mill beforehe took a lengthytrip to Englandin 1854(see
2.3). By the time the 1856 ElectoralRolls were compiled "Thomas" Turner was the
flour mill" andby the 1858ValuationRolls he hadrenamed
freeholderof the "Collins-street
it the SomersetMills. Turnerandhis sonswereto work the mill for the rest of its working
life, but they first had to copewith a disaster.On 22 Jluly1859in the early hoursof the
morning,accordingto theCornwallChronicle:
the mill at the rear of the DenisonArms Hotel...formerlythe propertyof Mr John
Walker,but sincepurchasedby Mr JohnTurner,the miller, wffi completelydestroyedby
fire. [A constable]perceivedtheplacewasin flames;andhe hastilygavethe alarmto Mr
Turner,whosedwelling housein the vicinity wasdetached.An attemptwas madeto get
but in a few minutes,the flameshad extendedto the
out of the mill some...moveables,
mill, countinghouse,&c.... By twenty five minutesafterthe flrst alarm,the fire had
envelopedthe whole of the mill, bakehouse&c.... The large steamengineused for
driving the mill, when the waterpower was not sufflcient,sustainedbut little damage;
the machineryconnectingthe enginewith the mill, was,however,irreparablydamaged;
as alsothe millstoneswhich werebrokento pieces.FortunatelyMr Turner's stock was
low. Mr Tlrner was insuredin the Derwentand Tamaroffice for f1200; the estimated
damageis at leastf2000."
The lire was in the bakehouse,where a cauldron of potatoesfor Turner's pigs had been left
on a fire. It was conjecturedthat a log had fallen out of the fire on to the floor boardswhich
eventually ignited. Although the newspaperreport says that the mill was "destroyed," the
engine survived along with evidently the brick shell of the building which Turner used in
rebuilding. While the rebuilding was in progresshe continued operations,possibly only as a
baker, in Liverpool Street next to Brown's Mill (see 2.4), and the Turners still used this as
their office and probably bakehousefor many years.The Somersetmill was certainly back in
operationby December L862when a miller was required;it may indeed have been then when
it began operationsafter the rebuild, as the boiler is known to have been made in 1862. In
1865 the Turner Bros begged"to acquaintthe tradethat they havejust completedthe erection
of a Silk Flour-dressingmachineat their Mills...." The importanceof this announcementcan
be gaugedfrom the rest of the advertisement.
as it
Merchantsfor exportwill find it to their advantage
to patronisethis establishment,
is a fact well known that TasmanianWire-dressedFlour will not commandthe same
ready sale as that manufactured
in the adjoiningColonies,and any ordersthey may be
guaranteed
favouredwith will be
equalto First-ClassAdelaide... Turner Bros would
particularlyremindthe public that theirsis the only establishment
in HobartTown where
Flour is manufactured.'o
silk-dressed
The mill was describedin detail in the Mercury in 1873. At that stagethe mill had been run
by Henry Turner, son of John, for some tifteen years, so presumably from the time of the
fire. The building was of brick, and the milling was carried on with a 20 horse-powerbeam
engine made by John Clark and turning four pairs of three feet six inch millstones. There
were two silk dressers,one very large, and the mill was capableof turning out about 30 tons
of flour a week. Although there was a steam engine, it seems clear that the mill still
continuedto operatewith waterpower when possible,and in 1884 a new overshotwheel was
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installed,probablyof iron constructionby JohnClark's New Wharf foundry. So the first
HobartTown mill wasalsothelastmill to usewaterpower."
The mill wasstill functioningin 1892-3,but by 1894it wasemptyandsoon afterits assessed
annualvaluewas reducedfrom f85 to f55. It was still standingrn 1929when sketchedby
Fleury,andwaspossiblystill thereaslateas 1959.'u
2.2.1 The First Waterloo Mill
It is not surprisingthat it was thoseindefatigableprofiteersEdward Lord and William
Collinswho madethe first definitemovesto build a mill on the HobartTown Rivulet.When
GovernorBligh visited Hobart Town following his unseemlyremoval from office, he
reportedto Castlereagh
on 10 June1809that thereis "a very fine rivulet, on which several
WaterMills may be erected;oneonly, however,is building,andbelongsto Mr. Collins and
LieutenantLord." Thereis no evidencethat this mill was ever built, but a mill raeewhich
wasalmostcertainlyintendedfor the Lord/Collinsmill appearson Meehan'smap of Hobart
Townmadefor GovernorMacquarie
betweenthe 26thand30thof November1811.The race
runs parallel to Liverpool Street,coming off the northernside of the Rivulet just below
HarringtonStreetand,althoughin Meehan'stime it cameto an abruptstopjust pastMurray
Street,it wasin the samepositionasthe racefor thelaterWaterlooMill.''
Justwhy Lord andCollins did not proceedwith the mill is not known. Perhapsthey found
they did not havethe requisitemachineryor thata suitablemillwright wasnot available.The
suddendeathof Lieutenant-Governor
Collins in March 1810was followed soonafterwards
by Lord requestingleave(grantedby Macquarieon 16June)andhe returnedto Englandfor a
period,so perhapstheirplanswerechangedat thattime."
It seemscertainthatit wasthe Lord andCollinssitereferredto above(see2.2.1)thatArnold
Fisk purchased
from ThomasMcNeelance
in May 1815:"all the Mill Landsand tenements
calledthe LowerMill with everythingappertaining".
This descriptionis tantalising,but it has
to be assumed
that it was simply "Mill Lands"that Fisk bought,not a Mill and Lands.The
"everythingappertaining"would have coveredthe mill race. It is possiblethat Fisk did
nothingon the lower mill sitefor sometime,while he concentrated
on runningthe Old Mill.
But eventuallyhe decidedto developthe other site as well, building a new mill on the
southernsideof Liverpool Streetto the westof its junction with ElizabethStreet.The mill
race was carried over Murray Streeton woodenfluming from a dam in the middle of
Harrington Street.In March I8I7 the Hobart Town Gazettecommendedhim "for his
indefatigableexertion,at an enormousexpence(sic),in gettingup his flour-mill, contiguous
to WellingtonBridge...",but it wasnot until New Year'sDay 1818that the mill beganto
grind.Immediatelyhe announced
thathis "lateResidence...at
theOld Mi11",althoughnot the
mill itself,wasfor lease.tn
Within a few monthsof the openingof Fisk'snew mill, however,his monopolypositionwas
fatally challengedby the governmentwhich built a new mill which commencedgrindingin
May 1818(see2.3).Fisk wasoutraged:
"...at the time I built my Mill, I hadnot the most
distant Idea that Governmentwould, instead of assistingand encouragingsuch an
undertaking,build a Mill for the very expresspurposeof Ruining me, which was Capt.
Nairn's whole and Soul (sic) View when he first proposedthat a Govt. Mill shouldbe
built...." But Fisk really had only himselfto blame.He had beencharging20 penceper
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bushelof wheatfor flour requiredfor the military, andrefusedto lower the priceevenwhen
askedrepeatedlyto do so.'o
Fisk rapidlyran into financialdifficulties;by November1818 he wasthreateninghis debtors
with court action if they did not pay up. The following year he protestedto LieutenantGovernorSorellthat the GovernmentMill was grindingcorn for privatepeoplecontraryto
regulation,but Superintendent
Yatesdefendedhimself,sayingthat he haddoneso on only a
few occasions
in the summerat the directionof Sorellwhentherewasa shortageof waterat
Fisk's mill. With the relativelysmallfree populationin HobartTown, Fisk neededto get all
the custom he could. However, it appearsthat the loss of his biggest customer,the
government,
wasonly part of the reasonfor his financialproblems.In 1820when,unableto
pay the mortgage,he lost his "truly valuable"farm at Pittwater,the Deputy Assistant
Commissary-General
Hull gavehis opinionthat as Fisk was grindingup to 120 bushelsa
week, he shouldbe able to makeenoughmoney.But Hull went on: "It is from habitsof
extravagance,
I am informed,that Mr. Fisk is broughtto this distress."Hull turneddown
Fisk'srequestto be allowedto sell 500bushelsof wheatto the government
store."
Theendwasnot long in coming.ByJuneI82I he hadsoldthe Old Mill (see2.1).Although
this removedone of his problems,it actuallymadehis positionworse as he now faced
competitionfor the privatesector,and the grindingratesat the Old Mill were noticeably
cheaperthan Fisk had beencharginga few yearspreviously.Finally in October1822 the
ProvostMarshal'soffice announced
theforcedsaleof Fisk's othermill, which wassubjectto
a mortgageof f700. Fisk andhis family went to Oatlands,andthenleft the colonyin 1827.
He gaineda job aspilot andharbourmasterat Huntsr'sRiver,anddiedtherein 1829."
By April 1823the mill was in the handsof GeorgeCan Clark (who also boughtthe Old
Mill). Clark hadpaidf2IL4 for themill andallotment,andlaterpaid out f709 for machinery
andrepairsto the mill houseandthena further f795 on a brick store.It wasprobablyClark
who christenedthe mill Waterloo,presumablybecauseof its proximity to the Wellington
Bridge.It was certainlyknown by that namein August 1824when he announcedgrinding
ratesfor boththeWaterlooandEllinthorpeMills (see2.L).A storeon the sitewasbeingused
at leastby October1826,when"Mr Kerr movedthe remainderof his stockof tea...from
Bathurst-street,
to the premisesat the WaterlooMill," but the new lesseeAlexanderBruford
also had a store.In December1826the following announcement
appearedin the Hobart
Town Gazette.
WaterlooMill, LiverpoolStreet.A. Bruford,Miller andCornfactor,
begsleaveto inform
his Friends, and the Public that he has taken the abovePremises;and having been
broughtup to the aboveBranchesof Businessin an extensiveConcernin the Vicinity of
London,will be enabledto give generalSatisfaction,andwill pay personalAttention to
the Return of the sameAticle as shall be brought to his Mill for Manufacture.The
HorseandCart will be constantlyat the Jetty,andmay be obtainedat the shortestnotice.
Shottly A.B. intendsopeninga storeon the samePremises,whenall kinds of Grain will
be takenin pay for Goods,at the highestMarketPrices.
In February 1827 Bruford informed his the public that "from his knowledge and personal
attention to the...Business,he is enabledto Manufacture and Sell at the following reduced
prices", viz ninepenceper bushel, with dressingthreepenceextra. This was certainly very
cheap; he does not mention that he was competing with (and bettering) the reduced prices
announcedby Walker at the GovernmentMill the week before (see 2.3). By August he had
taken a partner,Anstice, and they were still selling generalmerchandise."
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However,the daysof the mill werenumbered.Sincevery early in its history,the mill race
carryingwateracrossMurrayStreethadbeena nuisanceto peopleusingthe street.Beforehe
sold the mill Fisk wasplanningto replacethat part of the racewith undergroundpipes,and
the Hobart Town Gazettewas pleasedto announcethat "the streetin that part, which has
alwaysbeenwet and nearlyimpassable
in consequence,
will in future be perfectlydry and
clean." However,when the new owner Clark, with the supportof the Superintendent
of
pointedout that the woodentroughmadeby Fisk was "wholly inadequateand
Carpenters,
would certainlyburst",he wasgivenpermissionto caffy a pipe acrossthe street"providedit
might be madequiteWatertight, andthatthe Supportswill not obstructthe Highway".Clark
alsohadto givea bondthathewouldremovethetroughin 15monthsif required.'o
The pipe was still therein 1828andstill an "abominablenuisance",accordingto theHobart
Town Courier,but Clark had decidedto erect a replacement
mill. Originally planningto
build on the cornerof MurrayandLiverpoolStreets,Clark changedhis mind, buyinginstead
an allotmenton CollinsStreetto the westof its junctionwith Murray Street.This meantthat
the mill racewould leavethe HobartTown Rivulet at the sameplaceas it alwayshad,but
now follow the northernbankof the stream,crossingit just beforeit arrivedat the mill. As
Clark waseagerto point out, "a11inconvenience
acrossMurray-streetor on the premisesof
severalindividualsthroughwhosepropertyit lthe mill race]now runs,is at onceremoved."
Clark wasgivenpermissionto build his new mill raceandgivenanotheryearor so beforehe
had to removethe originalrace.In September1830he advertisedthe machineryof the old
mill for sale,including a sevenfoot overshotwater wheel, a pa:.rof three foot colonial
millstones,and a dressingmachine.Bruford had alreadymoved to Anstice's storesin
ElizabethStreetwherehe intendedto grind wheat,andby May 1831JohnKerr & Co were
operatinga storein the old mill building.The buildingwasstill thereat leastin 1835,but its
laterhistoryis unknown."
In February I974 during extensionsto Connor's DepartmentStoresnear the corner of
Harringtonand Liverpool Streets,a brick and mortar racein almostperfectconditionwas
uncoveredtwo metresbelowthe surface,andthis was almostcertainlythe original racefor
the rirst WaterlooMill. The racewasphotographed,
samplesof the brokenbrick weretaken,
andthentheracewascoveredup againwith concrete.'u

2.2.2The SecondWaterloo Mill
Clark evidentlybuilt his new Waterloomill in 1830,as it was not mentionedin the 1830
RossAlmnnackbutwasdescribed
asnew in 1831.However,Clark rapidlydivestedhimself
of his milling interests
.In 1824he hadmarriedHannahDavice,a teacher,andby 1827they
had movedto their estateof EllinthorpHall nearCampbellTown whereHannahopeneda
school which was to becomethe most fashionablegirls' school in the colony. Clark
continuedto own muchpropertyin HobartTown, includinga "beautifulanduniform row of
10 shops"which he built on the allotmentwhich alsocontainedthe originalWaterlooMill,
but he wasto play no furtherpartin the historyof Tasmanian
mills, althoughhis sonCharles
continuedthe family traditionby erectingtheEllinthorpSteamFlour Mills at Warwickin the
DarlingDownsin the 1860s."
The operatorof the new WaterlooMill wasJarnesLuckman.In 1830he hadbeenattempting
to get a grantof an allotmenton theHobartTown Rivuletso thathe couldbuild a steammill,
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utilising a steamengine which he had purchasedfrom CaptainFriend(?) of a visiting ship. In
his application for an allotment in Collins StreetbetweenArgyle and Campbell Streetsnear
the hospital , Luckman said he already had four allotments on which he had made
improvements totalling [1500. It is not known whether he was successful with his
application, but by the end of 1830 there was no necessityas he was operating, and had
perhapsbought, the already-built Waterloo Mill. Certainly he owned ir by March 1833. In
1834 an irate correspondentto the Colonial Times complained that Luckman was covering
over the top of his water race, thus preventing townspeoplefrom obtaining fresh water.
Obviously Luckman was hoping to prevent a decreasein the supply of water to his mill in
this very dry year. It was likely to be an ongoing problem for him as he had the lowest flour
mill on the rivulet, and thereforewas always likely to suffer from a shortageif millers (and
others)abovehim on the streamshould take too much water.'*
He suffered even more two yearslater when his race and dam were carried away in a flood,
and faced delaysas his right to own land on the rivulet was brought into question.The editor
of the Hobart Town Courier lamentedthe fact.
For independentof the millers' privateinterest,so largea regularmeansof supplybeing
thusunexpectedlywithdrawnfrom the market,musttendmateriallyto affectthe price of
flour, and consequentlyof bread,to thosewho canill afford it. It is muchto be wished
that the properlimits of the rivulet were duly definedall along its coursethrough the
town.
The problem was rectified with a grant dated 27 Aprtl 1838, which two years after the flood
gave Luckman proper deedsto his land:
Togetherwith the Use at all timeshereafterof a sufficientquantityof waterto work the
mill now erectedor any mill which may hereafterbe erectedon the said land to be
conveyedfrom the town Rivulet to the said Mill by the presentaqueductor any other
similar aqueducthereafterto be constructed.And alsothe right to go upon the Banksof
the said Rivulet for the purposeof clearingrepairingre-consffuctingor rebuilding the
presentmill dam and aqueductrespectively.Providedthat we our heirs and successors
andthe occupiersof land adjoiningthe saidRivulethavefuIl liberty at all timeshereafter
to usethe waterrunningthroughor alongsuchaqueductfor all reasonable
andnecessary
purposesdoing aslittle damageiN maybe to the saidaqueduct.
Hopefully with all parties cateredfor, calm could return. It is not known whether Luckman
had to wait two years for this piece of paper before rebuilding his dam and race; if so, he
must have been severely out of pocket. As he was at the same time building the tower
windmill in Battery Point (see2.14) financesmust have beenfairly stretched.'n
Luckman offered both mills for leaseor salein December1841, at a time when conditions in
the colony were depressed,but they were not sold. In March 1845 he went to court, claiming
damagesthrough the building of the Harrington Streetbridge and in particular two walls, one
on each side of the rivulet, which had led to his dam being so affectedthat his mill had stood
still through lack of water. He allegedthat before the bridge was built he could grind 10 to 12
bushelsof wheat an hour with two pairs of stones,but afterwardswhen he could get water it
was only possibleto grind from sevento eight bushelswith one pair of stones.The SolicitorGeneral in defencemade much of Luckman's grant which gave him merely the right to a
sufficient quantity of water to work his mill, but no right to dam the water or anything else. It
was shown that water was still going into Luckman's old troughs, although they were leaky,
while the new ones were supportedby bearersinserted into the new wall on the Liverpool
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Streetsideof the bridge.After it wasshownto the satisfaction
of thejury thattherehadbeen
no undueinterference.
Luckmanlost his case.'o
Within four monthsLuckman'sfinanceswereso badthat the Waterloomill was orderedby
the mortgageeto be sold. Two months later the assigneeto his estateorderedall of
Luckman'sotherpropertiessoldaswell, includingthe DerwentHotel,the propertyformerly
known as the BritanniaInn, the Bull's Headpublic house,the BatteryPoint windmill and
sevenotherlots. Justwhat happened
next is unclear,as Luckmanwas still in possession
of
the Waterloomill in the 1850s.Peoplewho leasedthe mill from him in the 1840sincluded
ThomasFrederickVigar, a nameassociated
with many mills, and William Titley whose
careeras a miller in Tasmanian
wasto spansome30 years.During the major flood of 1854
Luckman's chuteswere washedaway, and he petitionedthe municipal corporationfor
permissionto openup the roadin HarringtonStreetso that he could reconstructthem.This
was grantedon the conditionthat any damageto the roadbe madegood,and that Luckman
comply with the termsof the original grant.In a later corporationmeetingit was revealed
that Luckmanhad had to alter the heightof his troughsand substitutea fifteen foot water
wheelfor a sixteenfoot wheelbecause
of changesto the HaruingtonStreetbridge.With the
permissionof the corporation,he wishedto changethe troughsbackso that he could utilise
his new sixteenfoot wheel.Permissionwas granted,but the following yearresidentswere
petitioningfor the heightof Luckman'sdamto be lowered."
By June1860LuckmanhaddiedandMrs RosinaLuckmanwastrying to find a tenant,but in
1865shetoo died.In 1864RichardWillcox of the WaterlooMills was adverrisingjam tins
for sale,and it is difficult to know whetherit was ever usedagainas a flour mill. Jam tin
solderers
wererequiredin 1869.Themill wasofferedfor leasemanytimesin 1871,but was
empty for long periodsduring the decade,althoughleasedin L873 and againin 1880by
William Smithwho in the latteryearcalledtendersfor a masonrydam andwoodentroughs
to takewaterto the mill which indicatesa renewedperiodof milling. Althoughthe dam and
raceweredamaged
by floodingin 1881,the mill wasreportedas unaffected,
but in 1885it
wasa "houseandstores"andthemill is not mentionedfurtherin the ValuationRolls."
The mouthto the racefor theWaterlooMill is still visiblein the LiverpoolStreetsideof the
stonewall lining theHobartTownRivuletimmediatelyabovetheHarringtonStreetbridge.

2.3 GovernmentMill
In May 1817Sorell,unhappywith the high pricesArnold Fisk waschargingat the Old Mill
(see2.2.1)wrote to Macquariethat it "would be a greatbenefitif a Mill could be erected
hereby Government.,
and,asthereis a Man competentto the purpose,no obstacleexistsbut
the want of Mill Stones,whichcannotbe procuredhere."He thenaskedfor a pair to be sent.
The work wasproceeded
with andin May 1818theHobart TownGazetteannounced
thatthe
"Government
WaterCorn-Mill,whichhasbeenconstructed...under
the directionof Captain
Nairn...andthe immediatesuperintendence
of EdwardYates,a crown servantpossessing

-

An anomalyoccurshere,as accordingto a Returnof Buitdingsandworks undertaken...since
1 February
1810by Government(HRA III, ilI p.558),thefirst work wasa "WaterMill", completedin 1816.Thereseems
no way to reconcilethat with the otherinformation,unlessit wasa sawmill or a meansof pumpingwater,
eitherof which is unlikelv.
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considerable
talentsasengineer,commenced
grindingon Thursday,andwe are happyto be
enabledto state,with perfectsuccess.""
The mill was built on the south-westcornerof Barrackand Collins Street,with a mill race
about400 metreslong beginningimmediatelyafter the fall from the Old Mill. The only
illustrationknown of it is in a view of HobartTown publishedin G.W. Evans' l82Z book,
Descriptionof Van Diemen'sLand, which showsfrom a considerabledistancea small,
evidentlyone-storeybuilding. It was presumablywooden.The mill was initially usedto
grind wheat for the troops only, while the addition of two rooms was made 'ofor the
Accommodation
of sifting the Flour andfor the Miller" andseveral alterations
weremadeto
the watercourse.
Thesewereexpectedto be completedin September
anda Superintendent
for
the mill wasappointedin December.
The manchosenwasEdwardYates,the convictbuilder
of the mill (who had lost an eye while usingexplosivesto removerocksfor the race)and
Macquarieapprovedof him beinggiven a salaryof f50 a yeatfrom the PoliceFund.The
following month the Hobart Town Gazetteannouncedthat Yates and his friend William
Lindsay had been emancipated"in reward for their intelligenceand industry when
employed...intheconstruction
of theGovernment
cornmill, watercourse,etc."to
The mill was operatedunder strict guidelines,with weekly reports required from the
Superintendent,
andhe wasalloweda miller andtwo labourersto helphim. From thenon the
governmentissuedflour insteadof wheat to all those"on the store": military and civil
officers,convictsemployedin government
worksandfree settlersstill beingvictualled.The
mill wascapableof grinding100bushelsa day andthusshouldhavebeenableeasilyto feed
everybody,althoughwhenDeputyAssistantCommissary
GeneralHull arrivedhe foundthat
the supplyof flour wassometimes
deficientdueto Yates'negligence.
As a resulthe stopped
Yates' allowanceof rum and insistedthat the mill be used exclusivelyfor government
pulposes,afterwhich therewereno problems.The governmentalsogainedfrom beingable
to use the bran and other siftings from the mill for feedingthe governmenthorsesand
bullocks."
In January182I, after Yatesresignedas GovernmentMiller to look after his own mill in
Liverpool Street(see2.$ his job was takenby the bakerWilliam Raynersnr, but on 2L
Septemberof the following year the latter too resignedand was replacedby JohnWalker
who hadarrivedin the colonyjust elevendayspreviously.Walkerhadbeengiventhejob as
a result of the good offices of his fellow-ScotAssistant-Commissary
Moodie. By July
lS2Tand possiblyfrom the time of his appointment-hewas on a salaryof f 100,double
that of Yatesfive yearsearlier.With onebrief exception,he or a msmberof his family was
to run the mill until the 1880s.He hadevidentlynot beenlong in thejob whenhe suggested
that the mill was in such a dilapidatedconditionthat it shouldbe replacedwith a new
buildingaccordingto a designhe supplied.His arguments
musthavebeenpersuasive,
asthe
newmill wasbuilt underhis supervision,
with the helpof millwright PeterFergusonwho had
arrivedin the colonyin 1824on theJupiter.'u
The new mill was a muchmoreimpressivestructurethan the old. Built of brick, it was 80
feetlong, 35 wide andfour storeyshigh.At the BarrackStreetendit had six goodroomsfor
the miller and family, and at the otherend was the machineryfor two pairs of Frenchburr
stones.The mill also had a bolting- and smut machine.The new GovernmentMi1l was
referredto as early as February1825,and AssistantCommissaryMoodie advisedthe new
-

A bolter was an early form of flour dressing machine.
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Lieutenant-Governor,
Arthur, that Walker shouldbe given someremuneration
for his work
with the new building, as the work had beendoneso well and in half the time it would
otherwisehavetaken.He recommended
that Walker be allowedto grind for the public for
1825 provided that the Commissariatstoreswere kept suppliedand this was allowed,
althoughit elicitedsomesurprisefrom theHobart TownGazette."
The experimentmust have proved to the governmentthat with four other mills (Old,
Waterloo,LiverpoolStreetandSorell)now operatingin Hobartit wasno longernecessary
to
controlthe pricefor grinding,andin 1826it stoppedthe practiceof employinga government
miller andinsteadofferedthe mill for lease.Walkerwon the leaseandannounced
that "...he
Grindsfor the Publicat theusualPrices;andhe trusts,from the superiorityof the Machinery,
andfrom his experience
in the Business,
to give everysatisfaction..
. ." His pricefor cleaning
per bushel.Laterthatyearhe hadthe boltingmachinerepaired
smuttywheatwasthreepence
andofferedto grind anddressquantitiesof wheataboveten bushelsat oneshilling andthree
pencea bushel.In Junehe showedhis businessacumenwhen he won the tenderto supply
flour to the governmentstationsat Bagdad,Brighton, Glenorchy,Richmond,Sorell and
Birch's Bay. Therewasonly oneothersuccessful
tendererfor flour, JamesReid,who wasto
supplythe PuntandRossBridgestations.In AugustWalkeraskedto be relievedof his lease
as his tenderwas basedon beingpaid in sterlingto grind at ninepencea bushelwhereashe
had "alwaysbeenpaid in currencywhich makesa very materialdifference."It is likely that
the government
changedthemeansof paymentratherthanlet Walkergo."
At the end of I826,havingascertained
that the Commissariat
would requireabout 15 000
bushelsof wheatgroundin the comingyear,the governmentcalledtendersfor the leaseof
the mill for 1827, Moodie deposingthat the "price at presentpaid to the Miller is in my
opinionreasonable,
but I begto recommendthat in any futurecontractthe transportto and
from the mill may be included- the existingagreement
for which is ...onepennyanda third
p/bushel."Arnold Fisk, ex-WaterlooMill, tried to re-enterthe milling gameby offering to
leasethe GovernmentMill for f400 sterling,despiteknowingthat this waslessthanWalker
had paid for the leasein 1826.He expectedthat therewould be lessdemandfor flour with
the governmenthaving considerablestock and a new treadmill (see 2.6) coming into
operation.ThomasManningtonof the Liverpool Streetmill (see2.4) offered [480 with
wheatgroundfor the governmentat tenpencea bushel,while Walker did not apply. Three
weekslaterManningtonsubmitteda new tender,this time offeringto leasethe mill for three
yearsfor f250, including grindingthe government'swheatfor any amountup to 30 000
bushels.This new idea of a threeyear leasemusthaveappealedto the government,as one
week later in JanuaryL827 it called for new tendersfor hiring the mill for three years.
Walker,surprisedto find thatalthoughhe hadmadearrangements
to leavethe mill therewas
no-oneto take over, then submitteda tenderof f.420, proposingto grind, dressand cart
wheatfor the governmentfor tenpencea busheland to keepthe mill machineryin repair.
Cheekily,he had anotherspecificationas well: "If the aboveoffer is excepted(sic) I will
requirea quantityof pine boardswith a carpenterto fix them in the mi11...."The previous
yearhe had appliedfor 2000feet of pine boardsto makea flour bin, but had beenrefused.
Finally in Februaryhe was able to announcethat his offer had been successful.Arthur
cautionedhis officers from revealingthe competingtendersas he felt Walker would be
it he realisedhow muchbetterhis was.'n
dissatisfied
Walker announcedthat "as he is anxiousto encouragethe Exportationof Flour, he has
reducedthe Priceof Grindingas low aspossible."His pricefor grindingwasninepenceper
bushel,and he could supplyfine flour for sixteenshillingsper hundredweight.
But a week
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later Bruford at the WaterlooMills matchedhim for grinding,andofferedfine flour for the
even lower price of fourteenshillings a hundredweight.The governmentwas right in
thinkingthat competitionamongstmillerswould in futurekeepthe flour price low. In 1827
the Engineer'sOffice offered to sell the materialsof the old mill (exceptfor a pair of
millstonesin casethey wererequiredin future)to the winning tendererfor erectingstablesat
the GovernmentMill, andthe old mill wassoldfor f5. By January1828the land wherethe
old mill hadstoodadjacentto thenew onewasvacant.oo
Althoughthe new mill buildingwasin very goodorder,therewasstill a problem.In 1826it
was statedthat the "only thing wantingis a good stonedam the existingone being very
frequentlyout of repairandimpossibleof beingmadeefficient,"andby the end of the year
tenderswere calledto build one.Walker eventuallyofferedto build a 100-foot[30m] dam
with a stonebasesurmountedby timber filled with strongclay, in return for paymentof
f380. After the dam was constructeda Board of Surveyexpressed
doubt aboutwhetherit
wasstrongenoughandJohnLee Archer,the government's
civil engineer,recommended
that
Walker be paid 257olessas the dam was only threequartersof the plannedlength.When
Walkervolunteered
to keepthe damin perfectorderfor threeyears,Archerrecommended
he
be paidthe extraf95.0'
By 1829the mill itself wasin needof somerepair,asa largequantityof earthplacedagainst
the wall of the mill hadcausedwaterto continuallyrun throughthe basement.
An inspection
furtherrevealedthat,althoughthemachinerywasin goodrepairwith Walkerhavingrecently
addeda new crown wheel,therewere severalotherproblems.Occupiersof allotmentson
eithersideof the mill racehadencroached
on whatwassupposed
to be an easement
twelvefoot wide on eachside,to allow it to be clearedand repairedwhen necessary.
In addition,
waterto the mill was sometimes
deficientastherewas anothertroughfrom the race,taking
water to Dudgeonand Bell's brewery,and althoughthis was done with permissionthere
neededto be somecontroloverit. Moreover,severalof the maintimberswereaffectedwith
rot and the masonryof the race which supportedthe woodentrough near the mill had
collapsedandrequiredrepair.Presumably
repairswereeffected,althoughtowardsthe end of
year
part
the
of the wall underthetroughgaveway again.o'
Walker'sleaseexpiredat the endof 1829, but ashis work on his new steammill on the Old
Wharf (see2.7) had not progressed
asquickly as he had hoped,he askedif the govemment
would allow him to extendthe leasefor oneyear."I will feel obligedby an answerasearly
aspossible,"he wrote,"as I musthire a mill from CaptReid shouldthis not be accededto."
Reid's mill was probablya portablemill. But in the eventthe tenderwas won by William
Rayner(of the SorellMills+ee 2.5) onceThomasLucashad given a suretyfor f455, the
first year'srent. Taking possession
on New Year's Day 1830,Raynerwas shockedto find
that the mill machinerywasnot in workingorder.Averringthat he had been"subjectedto a
very seriousloss from the transferof the businesselsewhere,"he askedfor his bond to be
returnedand the "premisesreceivedback by the Gov." He must eventuallyhave been
satisfiedas he continuedon until February1831 when, failing to win a Commissariat
contract,he found he could not work the mill economicallyand the mill was takenfrom
him.ot

Once again tenderswere called, for three or five years, and once again Mannington applied.
But Walker had other ideas.He wrote to the Colonial Secretary'sOffice:
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I havecarefullyinspectedthe premisesandflnd the wholein a stateof greatdilapidation
and feel convincedthat if a considerablesum of moneyis not immediatelyexpendedin
repairsand improvementthe propertywill decrease
in value at least one half in a very
short time. It is also my opinion that no responsiblepersonwill offer an adequaterent
for the premisesin their presentstate....I thereforeoffer to purchasethe premisesfor the
sumof ThreeThousandPounds.
The fact that he offered to pay half the amount in cash shows how well he had been doing
with his various enterprises.When the Superintendentof Carpenters,John Anderson Brown,
valued the mill aL f228I, George Frankland and John Lee Archer recommended the
acceptanceof Walker's offer, with the proviso that government accessbe retained to the
stonequarry on which the mill raceabutted.oo
Mannington was outraged,and wrote in strong terms that the governmentwas not honouring
its tenderprocessfor the leaseof the mill. He went on:
If howeverit is the determinationof His Majesty's Governmentto sell the mill I am
preparedandwilling to buy it and as Mr Walkeris alreadypossessed
of the mill, Steam
EngineMill, and alsothe Old Mill, I submit that a monopolyought not to be permitted
to the exclusionof all other Millers, but that it should be thrown open to a public
bidding, asis usualwith all public property,and will producea much larger sum to the
public than anyprivatesale.
But he was too late. Walker had alreadybeeninformed of his success.ot
Mannington was not the only person upset by this decision over the next few years. There
were occasionalreferencesin the paper to the "imprudence" of the governmentin disposing
of the mill, with the implication that Walker's possessionof several mills allowed him to
dictate the price of bread.An article in the ColonialTimes in January 1834went further.
Look at the Great GovernmentMill-look at the Governmentcontractingmiller. You
can only have flour groundat his price. He damsup all the water,in violation of the
Darling Police Act, and every other ChristianlikeAct, until he thinks proper.He then
lets loosehis floodgates,andthe waterissueswith suchforce,that no Mill but his own,
the "GovernmentMill" can operate,and therebyhe drowns all the other Millers; for
neitherwill Luckmanor Mannington's(thelatterhe hassmotheredaltogether)bearsuch
a forceof water.Thenpeoplesendto Sydneyfor flour, andthat is instantlyboughtup by
forestallers,regraters,monopolizers,and GovernmentContactors. fl-uckman and
Manningtonhadthe othertwo lower mills at this time--+ee2.2.2 and2.4.lou
If Walker was bemused by all the venom, he does not seem to have retaliated in print.
Perhapshe could afford to be magnanimous,as there is no doubt that the purchaseof this
mill and the block of land betweenCollins, Barrack and Macquarie Streetson which it stood
was the foundation of his great wealth. In 1836, for example, his total from cash saleswas
f2653. He operatedas a corn merchantand from 1834 also employed a baker. By 1841 he
had seven pairs of millstones, one of the highest number known to have been in use in any
Tasmanianmill at any time (the SconeMill at Perth had eight<ee rc.2.3). Walker's control
over the price of breadcan be gaugedfrom an advertisementhe placed in 1840:
To Bakers.To Let, a Bakehousewith largeOven,in a goodpart of the Town. The tenant
will be suppliedwith flour of such qualify, and at such prices, as will enablehim to
competewith, if not undersell,&oyin the ffade.
In 1848 he was charged with using defective weights in the selling of bread, and had the
chargedismissedon the technicality that he was a retailer not a wholesaler"o'
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In 1836 he moved the steamenginefrom the Old Wharf to what was still called the
GovernmentMill, thus allowinghim to grind evenwhenwaterin the rivulet was low. The
Hobart TownCourierwasmostimpressed
with the "lofty chimney"he constructed
for it. "It
is 110feet high, andfrom its greatheightwill be a considerable
savingof fuel as well as a
great safeguardfrom fire, the flame being exhaustedlong before it can reach the top."
Accordingto a Mercuryarticleof 1872it wasat this time thatWalkeraddeda breweryto the
complex,althougha descendant,
WaldemarWolftragen,thoughtit was begunin 1845.In
1850Walkerboughtthe old DerwentBreweryacrossthe rivulet in Collins Streetwhich had
beenoperatedby Dudgeon& Bell. This breweryhadusedwaterfrom the GovernmentMill's
race,by permissioninitially. In 1852it wasreplacedwith a new building erectedpartly on
the wall of the old brewery.o'
Walkerof courseemplo,* ^number of millers.EvenThomasMonds,who spentmostof
his time in the north of the state,took a job asforemanin Walker'smill for six monthsjust
afterhe completedhis apprenticeship
about1849,andhis descriptionis worth repeatingasit
indicatesWalker'sstyle.Mondswasabouttwenty-twoat thetime.
I did not care much for this situation. It was a very responsible one, and the men I had
under me were nearly all probationers, that is, men who had been prisoners and were
now allowed to work for private people at a low rate of wagerabout f9 per annum and
their board. Mr Walker had always had the beneflt of this kind of labour in the early days
of the colony, and no doubt it helped him to build up his fortune, for he was a rich man;
but I did not like the associations,although the men were very obedient to me, and some
of them were really flrst-class men. Moreover, the pay I received was no great
inducement for me to remain in such a responsible position, so after six months had
expired I left Walker's mill and Hobart.. ..on

As early as 1842the lists of government
tendersfor providingflour listed"J. & R. Walker"
as the often-successful
tenderers.
From at least1854Walker took his son Robert(who was
born in 1828)into partnership
with him, andwhenJohnWalkerwent to Europe1854-5and
againfor someyearsin the 1860s,it wasRobertwho ran the mill andbrewery.While he was
away the first time Walker snr took a sampleof his flour to the ParisExhibition and was
awardeda medal.He returnedto Australiaon the Schomberg
which was wreckedoff Cape
Otway.During his secondtrip he supervised
the buildingof a new iron waterwheel,22 feet
in diameter,madeby J Key & Co of Kirkcaldywhichwasin placeatBanackStreetby 1872.
On his returnin 1870(despitebeingshipwrecked
twicemore),he onceagaintook over the
management
of the mill while his sonRobertandhis family paida visit to England.to
By the 1870sthenameWalkerhadbeenassociated
with milling in Hobartfor fifty years,but
the endwasin sight.Walkersnr diedon 27 FebruaryI874, andRobertwho had returnedin
time to continuewith the businessdiedjust two yearslaterat the ageof 48. JohnWhitehead
suggested
the causewas"to (sic) muchbrandy",andfelt the estatewould not be very good,
"Old John Walker having dip'd his propertyso heavily beforehe died." Robert'swidow
continuedto run the business,
employingasmanagerJohnToanwho hadbeenthe Walker's
(see9.1.6).By 1885theValuationRoll wasvaluing
miller at theCataract
Mill in Launceston
the mill at only f,65 comparedwith f380 in 1881,so it would appearthat operationswere
considerablyscaledback andin fact may haveceased,with the buildingbeingusedmerely
for stores.By1885William Gibsonjnr of the City Mill (see2.16)wasleasingthe mill, and
he continuedto do so until 1896.In 1897the mill wasoccupiedby CharlesGranandHenry
Nickolls,but the following yearit wasempty.In 1935therewerestill Walkersliving in the
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houseat 20 BarrackStreetwhichJohnWalkerhadbuilt by 1852,andthe mill itself wasstill
standingthoughsurroundedby many otherbuildings.But following a fire about 1948,the
houseand mill were demolishedin 1954.Meanwhile,the brewerywas sold to the newlyformedCascade
BreweryCo. Ltd in 1883andit waslaterusedfor the brewingof cideruntil
ciderandcordialoperationsmovedto the presentsite at Cascades
in 1923.At leastsomeof
Walker's 1852brewerybuildingis still survivingin CollinsStreet."

2.4 Liverpool Streetmitl
The fourth mill to be built in HobartTown was that in Liverpool Street.The owner was
JamesTedder,who went into partnershipwith Edward Yates, ex-Superintendent
of the
GovernmentMill (see 2.3) and presumablythe millwright. In September1820 an
announcementin the Hobart Town Gazetteproclaimedthat "their New Flour Mill in
Liverpool-streetwill commenceGrinding on Monday next, the 4th Sept." The price of
grindingwasoneshillingandtwopenceperbushel,or eightpoundsof wheat(abouta fifth of
the costof the wheat).Arnold Fisk hadbeenchargingoneshilling andeightpence
two years
previously (see 2.2.I). Three weeks later the newspapercommentedon the mill, and.
announced
a significantbreakthrough:
We are happy to hear that the new flour mill lately erectedin Liverpool-streetgrinds
remarkablywell. The mill-stonesof this mill were procuredftom a quarry which was
recentlydiscovereda few miles ftom town. They proveto be exceedinglygood, and,in
everyrespect,equalto the Frenchburrs;and arethe flrst yet usedin this Settlementthe
productionof Van Diemen'sLand.
Just how "equal to French burrs" the stoneswere would be revealed within the next few
years.t'
The mill was built between the rivulet and Liverpool Street, about halfway between
Harrington and Barrack Streets.The water for the race must have been taken off just below
the GovernmentMill. In April the following year Yates sold his shareof the mill to Tedder
and went off to the north of the colony to build yet anothermill, on the North Esk at Corra
Linn (see9.1.3). Tedder continuedto run the mill, employing a horse and cart to carry wheat
and flour to and from the mill, but not for long, as in Septemberthe Gazette had the
following notice:
Deaths- This morning at his mill in Liverpool-street,Mr JamesTedder,many yearsa
respectableand indusffiousinhabitantof HobartTown, in which he had erectedseveral
houses,anda corn mill.
His widow Catherine later married JamesBlay jnr who carried on the mill, announcing in
1824 a grinding rate of just one shilling. JamesBlay jnr was the miller by the time of the
L826Hobart Town Almanack, but later that year the mill was leasedby Thomas Mannington,
who renamedit the Hounslow Mill and ground wheat for tenpencea bushel.Mannington had
been operating the New Wellington Stores,nearly opposite the mill, and had already been
quick to capitaliseon the interestin mills, importing and selling French burr stones,steel mill
bills, machine wire and the like. He announcedthat the mill had been put in good repair, but
also intended to erect a windmill although it is not clear whether this was intended for the
samesite or not"t'
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In 1827Mannington,"intendingto removeto Sydney,"offeredthe leasefor one to three
yearsof the premisesof theHounslowMill:
comprising
the watermill, bakehouse,
with a newerectedoven7 feetby 9 feet [2m x
2.7m1inthe clear,a dryingkiln abovethedwellinghouse,andanouthouse
fittedup for
thepurpose
of manufacturing
candles....
Themill runsonepairof colonialstones3 feet
6 inchesdiameter
andonepairof Frenchburrsthesamesize,nearlyall thetackleon the
mill is new,a dressingmachineis nearlycompleted
andwill be put to work before
possession
is given;thewatertroughshaveundergone
a thoroughrepairlatelyfrom the
damto thewheel.Thegeers(sic),Frenchburrsanddressing
machinemaybetakenat a
valuation,likewisethe copperandotherutensilsin the manufactory
andbakehouse,
or
the wholewill be let together....Onlya moderate
rentwill berequiredof a respectable
tenant.
It appearsthat no respectable
tenantsurfaced,as Manningtoncontinuedin possession
of the
mill. It is interestingthat by the time of this advertisement
the colonialstoneshad provedto
be not quitethe equalof Frenchburrs,asa pair of the latterhadbeenadded.Indeedby 1843
it containedtwo pairs,with no colonialstones.Manningtonalsocontinuedto import andsell
milling equipment,andin 1829he showedhis ingenuitywhenhe announced
the completion
of his machineryfor "effecluallyseparating
from the pureWheatall kinds of soil, and it is
allowedto be themosteffectualmethodeverinvented."to
Manningtonlost out to Walker in the battleto leaseand later own the GovernmentMill.
Accordingto a piecein the newspapers
he may havebeenput temporarilyout of businessby
Walker, as a newspaperarticle said that Manningtonhad been"smotheredaltogether"by
Walker's practices(see2.3), but he seemsto have continuedmilling in Liverpool Street
throughthe 1830s.However,the depression
of the 1840stook its toll as the trusteesto his
estateofferedthe mill for auctionin 1843andManningtonwent off to becomethe miller at
Port Arthur (see8.10.1).Althoughit was still calledthe ManningtonMills in 1851 (see
below)it would seemthatEdwardDixon boughtit in L843:he wasmentionedin connection
with the mill in January1845andseemsto haveownedit by the time of the 1853Valuation
Roll (althoughcalled".1"Dixon)."
MatthewJacksonleasedthe mill from November1843when he "re-openedthosepremises
knownasMannington's
Mill...." Perhaps
themill hadnot beenworkingfor a while.Jackson
may havebeenthe samepersonwho wasadvertisinga bakehouse
to let from the Government
Mill in 1825.He ran it until he becameinsolventin L847.By 1849JohnTurner(laterof the
Old Mill) wasleasingthe mill andbakehouse,
but the following yearhe offeredto "a Person
with a SmallCapital"the remainingthreeyearsleaseand goodwill of the "Liverpool Street
Flour Mill andBakingEstablishment,
now doingoneof the bestreadymoneybusinesses
in
HobartTown."tu
"thathe hasput in
In 1851it wasThomasBrown,miller andbaker,who aslesseeannounced
completerepair,the ManningtonMills, Liverpool-street
wherehe producesthe bestground
flour...." The problem with Hobart Town water was highlightedby the additional
informationthat,so thatthebreadhe bakedwouldbe "free from all impuritiesfrom the creek
water...hehas a cartconstantlyemployed,providinghis Establishment
with a supplyfrom
the fountains."Brown suffered"very heavylosses"from the 1854floodswhich carriedaway
the rear of his mill, but the following year he was back in business.By 1859Brown was
advertisingfrom the "SteamFlour Mills", but a few monthslaterthe leaseof the mill wasto
from the records.Accordingto the notice,therewas a
be auctioned,andBrown disappears
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l4-horse-powerengine,althoughthe "Mill can also be worked with water-power;that
advantagehavingbeensecuredat a greatoutlay." It seemsvery likely that the original water
wheelwasdestroyedin the floods,butjust whensteamwasinstalledis unknown.tt
After his own mill, the Old Mill, was guttedby fire in July 1859 (see2.1), John Turner
advisedthat he had movedto "No.198 Liverpool Street,next door to Mr. Brown's Mill,
at the lowestpossibleprices...."It is
wherehe will continuethe sameline of business,
difficult to determinewhetherit was the milling or the baking businesshe continued,
althoughit seemslikely to havebeenonly the bakingline. The following year he notified
that he had takenthe Liverpool StreetFlour Mills "and newly erectedPremisesadjoining,
which he intendsopening...as Wholesaleand Retail Corn and Flour Store,in connexion
(sic)with his Mill in CollinsStreet...."In 1872architectEdwardRowntreecalledtendersfor
the renovationof the "Old Flour Mill" in LiverpoolStreetandTurnercontinuedto operateit
alongwith the rebuiltOld Mill until 1878whenthe ValuationRoll lists it asemptyandthere
is a suddendrop in rateablevalue from f70-100 to f20. Turner continuedto occupythe
usingthe latterasoffices.The mill wheelsurvivedfloods
andadjoiningpremises,
bakehouse
mill was finally pulled down.In 1932it was saidthat
it
is
unknown
when
the
1881,
of
but
"evenfor thosepeoplewho couldrecallit" the mill hadbeen"mossywith ageandneglect."
Accordingto Rayner,the siteis now occupiedby a buildingerectedfor a grain andproduce
merchantbeforethe turn of the century.tt

2.5 Soretl/WilmotMills
The fifth mill to be built in HobartTown was the SorellMill, built by William Raynerjnr,
of the GovernmentMill
son of a bakerandex-convictwho had briefly beensuperintendent
(see2.3) and whoseconvictionand fine for sellingunderweightbreadwas reportedon the
very day the mill wasfirst mentionedin theGazette."A very superiorwater-mill,which will
shortlybeginto grind." One
drive 2 palr of largestones(the produceof this Colony)...wi11
month later in November 1822, Rayner himself announcedthat the Sorell Mill had
grinding,but correctedthe earliernoticeby notingthat the mill "will drive two
commenced
or seven
pair of Frenchburr stones".His pricefor grindingwas one shilling (twelvepence),
poundsof wheatper bushel.The wooden2-storeymill wasbuilt on the southernbankof the
rivulet,about200maboveGoreStreetandrelativelylow down.'n
in 1824,perhapswhenthe GovernmentMill
Raynergroundsomewheatfor the government
was unableto copewhile it was beingrebuilt.By the time de Sainsonrecordedthe scene
duringthe visit of DumontD'Urville from DecemberL827to January1828,Raynerhadbuilt
anotherlargerwatermillhigh on the bank abovethe first woodenmill. The positionof the
racefor the first mill is unknown,but certainlyfor the secondthe racecamefrom above
Darcy Street,as it would needto in orderto obtainthe requiredfall. This secondmill was
almostcertainlybrick or stone,but the money requiredto build this must have created
for a novelform of help.
hardshipfor Rayner,asin 1829he advertised
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To Bakers,Distillers,Corn-chandlers
andothers.To belet for twelvemonths,fromthe
lst of February
next,in tenshares,
to bepaidby monthlyinstalments,
thewholeof the
capability,work andperformance
of two WaterMills, (situateat the upperend of
MacquarieStreet,)the propertyof W. Rayner,who will keepthe wholemachinery
in
repairandactionat his ownexpense,
for thebenefitof the shareholders,
andprovidea
cartto drawtheir stuff to andfrom the mill at the rateof onepennyper bushel.The
proprietorflattershimselfthatthis arrangement
will afforda desirable
opportunityfor
bakersandothersto geta sufficientquantityof graingroundat a cheaprate,in the dry
season,
besides
theadvantage
theymayhavein grindingfor thepublic.
It would be interestingto know if Raynerhad any takersfor this scheme.He was still
operatingthe mills tn 1832,but by 1835RobertMurraywasaskingfor "a11communications
relativeto the SorellMills" to be directedto him. In 1836the mills wereput up for auction,
"to meetthe viewsof severalindividualsintendingto purchase,"but the
to be soldseparately
"severalindividuals"evidentlyfailed to materialiseas shortlythereafterthe mills, "dwelling
house,bakehouse,
storeandpremises"wereofferedfor saleby privatecontract.By the end
of the year the Sheriff's Office announceda forced salein the caseof Learmonthetc v.
Rayner.uo
Justwhathappened
nextis problematical.
The mills hada seriesof tenants"
AnthonyMannof
the Davey Street windmill (see 2.I0) seemsto have been the first; he suffered from
somebodycutting throughhis mill dam one midnight thus depriving the mill of water,
althoughhe was ableto repairit "at considerable
labourandexpence(sic)." He was still in
occupationwhenthe mill wasput up for saleagainin March 1838."The premisesare most
substantiallybuilt," ran the glowing advertisement,
"the machineryin excellentrepair,the
supplyof waterconstantandabundant,
andit is well known to be the mostprofitablemill in
the island." Despitesuchpraise,it failed to sell, being offeredagainfor salein October.
William McRobiewasleasingit in 1839,followedby DavidBartonthenext year.u'
In March 1842 William JamesRayner,son of William jnr, in partnershipwith George
Farnfieldinformedthe public that they were working the "Sorell Steamand Water Mills."
This thereforeannounces
the beginningof majorchangesat the mill complex,as shownby a
comparisonof the 1827-8lithographwith a sketchby Morton Allport in 1848.The lower
woodenmill, probablythe originalmill, hasbeenreplacedby a two-storeybuilding with a
largerdiameterhigh breastshot
wheelanda secondsteammill hasbeenerectedbetweenthe
watermills.JudahSolomonownedthe mills in 1843andit is mostlikely that this successful
businessman
hadboughtthemearlierandfinancedthe rebuilding.RaynerandFarnfieldwere
grindinganddressingwheatat sixpencea bushel,the low pricebeingcausedno doubtby the
depressedeconomictimes, but by August 1842 the partnershipwas dissolvedand by
DecemberJohnGittinsWinterwho hadspentsomeyearsat the Glenorchymills (see3.2.1&
3.2.2)had takenthe mills. He called"particularattention...tohis havinga SteamEngine
attachedto the abovemills.
It appearsthat Solomonwas pleasedwith the addition of steamto the lower building,
because
he employedthe highly regardedfirm of Davidon& Clark to adda steamengineto
the upper mill and then re-openedit in FebruaryL844under the new name of "Wilmot
Mills." A.Manningtonwasemployedasmanager.For the next decadeor morethe mills were
operatedseparately,
with the lower waterand steammills referredto as the Sorell and the
uppertheWilmot Mills.u'
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In July 1844GeorgeFarnfieldhad returnedto the Sorell Mill and was requestingall those
indebtedto him to pay withoutdelay,but by February1845he wasinsolvent.Othersleasing
the SorellMill in the yearsfollowingwereRichardPescoddandWilliam McRobie,while Mr
Cowgill wasin theWilmot Mills. In 1854the wholewasto be disposedof by auction,in one
or two lots:
Lot I. TheSorellMills andPremises,
situatein Macquarie-steet,
nowin theoccupation
of Mr. McRobie,with extensive
stores,buildings,bins, &c., dressingand smutting
machines.
Lot II. Theleaseof the Wilmot SteamandWaterMills, with right to purchase
at any
timeduringthenextfive years;hasa veryextensive
frontage
onMacquarie-steet.
From now on the mills seemto haveoperatedtogether.In 1855McRobiewas the lessee,
while William Searlehadthemfor threeyearsto 1858,whenthankingmerchants,
bakersand
others"for the liberal supportwith which he has beenfavouredfor the last 6 years,"he
removedto the CommercialSteamMills on the Old Wharf (see2.I5). William Fultonleased
the Wilmot Mills in 1859but the following yearthe mills, listedseparately,areboth empty
andby the end of the yearthe mill is givenas "out of order."In 1862the Wilmot Mill was
offeredfor leasefor thelasttime.e
By January1863the mills wereownedby William Searleandweredescribedas "emptyand
dilapidated"in the ValuationRoll for 1865.In 1870all the buildingmaterialof the mill, the
machinery,plus the allotmentof land abuttingon the creekwas offeredfor auction.In 1881
the propert!,still containingan old mill with otheroutbuildings,wasauctioned.It is possible
that the mill was demolishedsoon afterwards.Accordingto Rayner,a photographtaken
eitherbeforeor aboutthe time of the First World War showsonly a coupleof ruinedstone
walls, and therewere still ruins therein 1936.The cottageswhich remainbehindall Saints
Church,oftencalledmill cottages,werenot built beforethe 1860sandmay havebeenbuilt
out of mill materials;if this dateis correctthey could not have beenbuilt to housemill
Raynerdescribes
employees.
a woodenfenceon theraisedsectionof the millracealongsidea
short section of roadway off Wynyard Street,marking the only remains of this mill
complex.ut

2.6 CampbellStreetTreadmill
The practiceof buildingtreadmillsin prisonswhich combinedusefulwork with the needfor
punishment
of prisonershadbecomepopularin Britainaround1818.So it is not surprising
that, althoughthe generalneedsof the populationwere taken cateof with the building of
severalmills in the town, the governmentshouldstill decideto build a treadmill at the
CampbellStreetprisonerbarracks.The first movesweremadein 1825,but it was not until
July 1827thatthe ColonialTimeswasableto announce:
TheTreadMill<n Wednesday
[4th],this regulatorfor theunruly...wasput in motion
for the flrst time in the presence
of the Acting and AssistantEngineer,Principal

,

Superintendent,
and someotherPublic Officers.... The machinery,which has beengot
up underthe superintendence
of that ableCivil Engineer,Mr J Reeves,of Murray-street,
promises,whenproperlyadjusted,to turn out well, and with the new GovernmentMill,
provesthat machinerycanbe got up in Tasmaniain goodstyle.

The ubiquitous John Walker also had a role in planning and erecting the mill, while the
actual building was done by convicts employedin the EngineersDepartment.66
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The mill wasusedto grindtheCommissariat
cornat the rateof 3Vzbwhelsof wheatan hour,
but its chief function was to punishrecalcitrantprisoners.Sentences
could rangefrom 48
hoursfor insolenceto a master,to 60 daysfor desertionfrom a whalingstation.The Hobart
TownCourierwasnot in favourof the device,partlybecause
labourwasin greatdemandand
it felt chaingangswereof greaterbenefitfor the colony,andpartly because
it wasin favour
of solitarypunishment"and a treadmill,or any othermeansof punishmentwhich will give
opportunityfor thecommunication
of thethoughts,or evensignificantlooksof the prisoners,
falls shortof our ideasof whatit oughtto be."u'
In 1831the ColonialTimespointedout anotherproblem:
We havehadsomecomplaints
respecting
the systemof punishment
by the tread-mill.
Thesentences
awarded
by theMagistrates,
areinvariablyfor somanydayslabour;but as
it ftequentlyhappens
thata verylargebodyof menareundergoing
thepunishment
at the
sametime,andasonly a certainportioncanflnd roomonthewheel,it naturallyfollows
thatsomemustremainidle.Onthecontrwy,ifthenumberundergoing
theirpunishment
be small,a muchgreaterportionof hardlabouris awarded
to theunfortunate
creatures,
requiringeveryman undersuchsentence,
sometimes
to be on the wheelfor very
lengthenedperiods.
It is possible that similar complaints were the reasonfor building a new treadmill in 1834.
Tenders were called for three pairs of colonial millstones, four feet in diameter, and the
required drive mechani
Norman, the old wheel was transportedto Launcestonand erectedin the old Police Court
building, and a larger one with a cylinder 50 feet [15m] long was built at Hobart Town. The
making of the central shaft for this was describedas the first engineering task of importance
in the colony.ut
The new treadmill continuedto function, althoughit suffered from breakdownsfrom time to
time. It had a naffow escapeon ChristmasDay 1838when a fire in its roof, causedby a spark
from the chimney, was discoveredin time to prevent the whole building from burning down.
In 1843 the engineerAlexander Clark wrote that it drove only one pair of stones,not at the
proper speed, and it had various breakdowns,but it was still operating in 1847 when its
miller was paid f,54 15 shillings and its overseerf 100.u'
In 1847 the newly-appointed SuperintendentBoyd gave an unfavourable report on the
treadmill:
The tead-wheelroom, in which morethan 150prisonershavebeenfrequentlyconfined
during the day, is 68 feet in length by 15 feet wide, a spacetotally inadequatefor so
large a number of men, or indeedfor the averagestrength,which, for the last tlree
months,hasbeenabout70.... No separation,
whatever,eitheron or off the wheelexists;
the prisonersassociatingandcommunicatingtogetherunderlittle or no restraint....
Boyd suggestedthat the treadwheelbe partitioned off into small separatecompartments,and
that the room too be subdividedwith separatestallscontainingfolding tablesand chairs and a
book so that the prisonerswould not mingle with each other. Plans Boyd enclosedwith his
report show the diameterof the wheel to have been 8 feet 2 inches [approximately2.4m] and
the width of the stepssevenincheslITVzcml.'o
The wheels of approval must have ground slowly, as when the new Superintendentreplaced
Boyd in November 1853 and sent his first report, he describedthe new arrangementas if it

had only just beenbroughtto fruition. The wheelhad beenpartitionedoff into 30 separate
compartments
to preventthe prisonerscommunicatingwith or even seeingeachother.As
well:
Ranged along the wall side of this apartment, and immediately opposite the wheel, are
26 separateresting stalls...containinga seat,a hook for the cap, and a moral or religious
book. To these the men enter as they respectively descend from labour, and when the
relief bell gives notice the warned prisoners appear at their stall doors in readiness to
ascendthe wheel, and vacate the boxes for those being relieved.... The period of time
the prisoners stay on the wheel is defined by machinery. When the wheel has made three
evolutions it is signified by the striking of the dial bell, at which event each man ascends
to or descends from the wheel; and in connexion with this is the dial notifying the
progression of a prisoner's labour and the number of feet in ascensionwhich he makes
daily.

It hasnot beendetermined
whenthetreadmillstoppedworking."

2.7 Walker's steammill on the Old Wharf
It is probablynot surprisingthatthe first personin Van Diemen'sLandto usesteampowerin
mills was JohnWalker. In 1826he and JohnDean,lesseeof the Old Mill, appliedto the
governmentfor permissionto erecta steamengineon the wharf (later calledthe Old Wharf
or Hunter Street)to grind wheatfor biscuitmaking.Water for the steamwas to be drawn
from the rivulet,althoughthe government
stipulatedfrom no higherthanCampbellStreet.In
1827, just after Walker had renewedhis leaseof the GovernmentMill for threeyears,the
orderfor a 15 horse-power
enginewas sentto England;it is probablynot coincidentalthat
previouslyto this Walker let a farm of 500 acresand askedfor debtsoutstandingfrom 1826
to be paid:he wasno doubtlookingfor fundsfor his newventure.The mill wasto be built of
stoneand able to hold 12 000 bushelsof wheat.It was locatedright next to the water
oppositethe AustralianCompany'sstore(lateritself to be a flour mill--see 2.If
andnow
the DrunkenAdmiral restaurant)."
The mill took a considerable
time to develop.It was not until March 1828that Dean and
Walkerfor the SteamEngineCompanycalledfor materialsincluding1500loadsof stoneto
be deliveredat the wharf "oppositethe AustralianCompany'sstore",and askedfor eight
good stonemasons
and six good carpenters.
Anothertwelve monthspassedbeforeWalker
announced
that the buildingwas"in rapidprogress"andwould be readyto receivewheatin
six weeks.However,it wasa furtherfive monthsbeforeWalkerwasableto announce
in July
that his storewascompletedandthat flour, pollardandbrancouldbe obtained;"also wheat
meal,for the purposeof exchanging
with the settlers,so that they may not haveto wait until
their wheat is ground." (It is noteworthythat from 1829 only Walker is mentionedin
connectionwith the mill; presumablyDeanand any other partnershad withdrawnby this
time.)t'
The Colonial Timeslookedforwardto the day whenwheatcould be groundregularlyeven
when the rivulet was low, so that the price of a two-poundloaf could be fourpence
halfpenny,ratherthan the currentsixpence.'Thecompletionof the store,however,did not
meanthe completionof the mill, andtherewereevenmore delaysbeforeit could beginto
grind wheat.It was half-waythrough1830beforethe steamenginearrivedon the Norval,
and then it had sustainedsuchdamageon the voyagethroughthe leakingof the vesselthat
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almosteverypart of the iron work wasrustedandcorrodedandtherewerefearsit would not
work. Finally, however,Walker was able to organiserepairs, after arbitration which
presumablyawardedhim compensation,
and the enginewas installed.Even then, though,
therewasstill work to be donebringingwaterto themill via a row of threeunderground
iron
pipesfrom the top of the Marketplace(CollinsStreet),thenalongthe bottomof the harbour
to the mill. Finally in Octoberthe Tasmnnianand Austral-AsiaticReview was able to
"congratulate
the ColonythatMr Walker'sSteamEngineuponthe Wharf,wasput in motion
yesterday,andis foundto performin the mostadmirablemanner."By the endof the yearthe
mill wasin work with two pairsof stonesandwascapableof grinding1500bushelsa week,
evenwith an allowance
for stoppages.
TheRossAlmanackfeltthat
"MrWalker is entitledto
greatpraise,for beingthe first successfully
to introduceandput in profitableoperationthis
grandest
specimenof the
discoveryof moderntimes." The whole undertakinghad cost
Walkerf5000.'o
Walker was very proud of his steamengine.In Melville's L832Almanackhis entry was
given as: "JohnWalker,miller, steamengine,Wharf." However,the steammill was not to
last very long, and the Almnnackmay give us a clue why: "The quantity of fire-wood
requiredfor producingthe steamto setthe machineryin motionis about3 tons a day...."
The troublewith a steammill wasthat it costmoremoneyto operatebecauseof the expense
of fuel. The outlay was worth it when the water level of the rivulet precludedthe other
millersfrom operating,but in generalthe steammill wasprobablytoo expensive.
Walkerhad
hopedthat the locationof the mill would compensate
for the cost,as the Almanacftmakes
clear:"the greatsavingandconvenience
arisingfrom bringingthe boatsimmediatelyunder
the mill, and loading or dischargingthem without delay, nearly counterbalances
the
"nearly"
expense,"but evidently
wasnot goodenough.Moreover,regularcoal suppliesfrom
Tasmanian
andNew SouthWalesmineswerenot availableuntil the mid-1840s.Contributing
factorsto the mill's short survivalmay havebeenthe difficulty Walker facedin gettinga
housebuilt on an adjoiningallotment,as well as his decisionto purchasethe Government
Mill in 1831andlaterthe Old Mill (see2.1 and2,3).The exceedingly
dry summerof 183435 duringwhich all millerswereaskedto removetheir damsso thatthe inhabitantscouldget
enoughwaterwould havedemonstrated
the advisabilityof havinganothersourceof powerat
theGovernmentMill. Whateverthereason,within a few yearsWalkergaveup milling on the
wharf. He may havewaiteduntil he was grantedthe allotment,which was in May 1834.
AlexanderBruford was his miller on the Old Wharf in 1835,but one of the lirst dutiesin
1836 of Walker's new engineerand millwright AlexanderClark was to move the steam
enginefrom the Old Wharf to the BarrackStreetmill (see2.3).The enginewas still on the
premisesin 1894,andit waspresumably
this enginethat wasstill therein the 1940swhena
fire brokeoutjust beforethe enginewasdueto be removedto the Folk Museum,"Narryfld',
at BatteryPoint.tt
In 1843a soapmanufacturywas established
in the old steammill, RichardCleburnetaking
from
over
one Kirk as the ownerin 1846,but whenin 1849Cleburnemovedto a different
locationWalker advertisedthe buildingfor lease.By the time of the 1858ValuationRoll it
was dilapidated.The building was finally demolishedabout 1891 during work on the
VictoriaDock,whichnow coversthe areaonceoccupiedby the steammill.'u
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2.8 Campbell Streetwindmill
After the erectionof sevenwatermillsandonesteammill in HobartTown, it is interestingto
find that around1835-36movesweremadeto build no lessthanthreewindmillsin different
areasof the town. This was almostcertainlydue to the exceedinglydry summerof 1834-5
whichleft the millersunableto usetheirwatermills. The first windmill wasbuilt by William
McRobie betweenCampbellStreetand Park Street(now Brooker Avenue)near Burnett
Street.(For the otherwindmills,see2.IA and2.14.)In 1830McRobie,with the supportof
JohnWalker andJamesScott,hadappliedfor a pieceof land in CampbellStreetnext to the
burial groundto build a two-storeystonehouseand this may havebeenwherehe built his
mill, althoughinitially it was said to be on Dr Scott'sallotment.Scotthad a residencein
CampbellStreet,andperhapsMcRobieboughta pieceof the land for the mill. In June1835
theHobart TownCouriermentionedit wasto be built, andby March 1836the postmill was
erected.The Courierwasdelightedwith this new development:
The beautifullandscapes
which Hobarttown affordsfrom the differenthills around,are
much enlivenedby the windmills andotherbuildingslately erected.Besidesthe several
watermills we havenow threewindmills.. .. Thatof Mr. McRobie,in Campbellstreet,is
on the constructionusualin England,by which the entiremill andvanesmoveby means
of a tail pieceor lever.tt
The photographof it taken in 1857 shows an impressivestructure,but it appearsnot to have
been very successful,and consideringits position low down in the valley this is perhapsnot
surprising.In December 1836McRobie advertisedit in the Colonial Times:
To be Soldor Let. The Campbell-street
Windmill, in excellentworking order,drivestwo
pair stones,dressingmachine,and sacktackle.Also a neatbrick cottageadjoiningthe
mill, containingfour rooms,kitchen,two pantriesand large storeroom with stableand
large garden,in a high stateof cultivation.The abovewill be let or sold, togetheror
separately;if sold, the greaterpart of the purchasemoney may remain securedon the
premises,andimmediatepossession
canbe given.Also, to be sold,the shop,bakehouse
andovenadjoiningthe above,at presentlet to a goodtenantatf62 ayear.
Two months later the whole was put up for sale, but at the end of 1838 it was still called
McRobie's. In April 1839the partnershipbetweenMcRobie and John Thomson"caffying on
businessas Millers and Dealersin Grain" was dissolved,with the former carrying on alone.
Finally, in the mid-1840s the mill, although "lately at work" had stoppedworking due to "its
bad situation and the uncertainty of wind." By this time McRobie had owned the Dynnyrne
Mill for some years (see2.11) and with the recentinstallation of a steamengine there he had
adequatelyprotectedhimself from low water levels in the Hobart Town Rivulet.tt
In February 1846 the whole of McRobie's allotments in Campbell Street were put up for
sale, including the cottage and windmill along with a large piece of land rented for f35 a
year. There are no further newspaperreferencesto the mill working after this, but in 1853 the
house, shop and windmill were owned and occupiedby John Turner of Old Mill fame (see
2.1).Valuation Rolls indicate that milling ceasedin 1856 when its rateablevalue dropped
sharply from f85 to f25 and by 1860 the mill was describedas "dilapidated." Turner was
still the occupantin 1858 but anotherwell-known miller, William Searle(see2.5 and 2.L5)
was the owner, and he was still there in 1871. 8y 1858 William Green of the Commercial
Mills (see 2.15) was in Windmill Cottage, while George Arnold was offering Windmill
Cottage for lease in 1865. In l87l the land next to the mill was occupied by the George
Arnold biscuit manufactury.The houseGlenora was later built on the site. Nothing remains
of the mi11."
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2.9 Degraves'CascadeMills
At the sametime asthreewindmillswerebeingplannedfor HobartTown, PeterDegravesof
the CascadeSawmillwas decidingto build a flour mill on his premises.As the personwho
hadsecondcall on the waterof the HobartTown Rivulet(afterBarrett-*ee 2.13),he wasin
a very goodpositionto profit from a mill whichcouldwork whenmills lower downwerenot
ableto becauseof the lack of water.Of course,Degraveswasa man of considerable
talents
anddiversificationinto flour milling wouldhavebeena fairly logicalstepat anytime.
Born in 1778,PeterDegravestrainedas a civil engineerand ownedthreelargetextile mills
in Britain beforelosing considerablyat the time of the NapoleonicWar and decidingto
emigrateto Van Diemen'sLand.In his own ship,theHope,heput to seaon November182I,
but a violent stormcausedsuchdamagethatthe shipwasforcedto seekshelterat Ramsgate.
When allegationsof overloadingwerelevelled,the ship was seizedand Degravesforcedto
defendthe charges.Eventuallyhe was allowedto leave,with somecompensation
for his
detention.Meanwhile,anothership was found for the passengers,
who includedthe miller
John Walker and LieutenantSteele(whosebrother was to attemptto found a mill at
Falmoutb-+ee 8.2). It was September1823beforeDegraveswas able to set forth with
anothershipfor his partyof 23 people,includingHughMclntosh,his partnerandbrother-inlaw, alongwith the machineryfor a sawmill.Arriving in HobartTown in April L824,they
appliedfor a land grant at the Cascadefor a sawmill and a town allotmentfor a steampoweredflour mill and timber yard. On being allocated2000 acresat the Cascade,they
beganimmediatelyto build a sawmillwhichwasoperatingby July 1825.'o
Arthur approvedthe wharf allotmentfor the flour mill, but shortlyafterwardsDegraveswas
arrestedfor debtin relationto the problemswith theHope and,he wasnot releaseduntil July
1831.The following yearhe built a brewerynearhis sawmillandhopedto proceedwith the
wharf mill, but as by this time Walker had built his steammill there(see2.7) and,Arthur
refusedanotherallotment,Degravesdecidedto build a mill at the Cascades.
Althoughthis
was anotherwater-powered
mill, it was quite differentfrom thosealreadybuilt and was to
arousemuchwonderin thecolony:Degravesusedhis engineering
skill to build a turbine."
Since1831,whenthe governmentin an attemptto improvethe town water supplybuilt an
aqueductto take water from the rivulet abovethe dam which suppliedhis sawmill race,
Degraveshad beenfacing considerable
troublein gettingenoughwaterto power the water
wheelfor his sawmill. (Mclntoshhad died in 1834,leavinghis half of the businessto his
partner.)At the beginningof 1835when all millers were askedto removetheir damsfrom
the rivulet,Degraveswasthe only onenot to complyandafterignoringwarninglettersfrom
theTown Surveyor,AlexanderMurray,he foundhis dambrokenup by a partyof menunder
the chargeof ConstableWright actingon Murray's instructions.The casewas a celebrated
one, leadingto severalcourt casesas a result of which Degraveswas eventuallyawarded
partlyto coverthe lossof earningpowerashis mill wasout of actionfor four
f600 damages,
months.The other damagehe sufferedwas to the water wheel and his descriptionof the
problemis of interestin showingwhat injury could occur.Wright's men had torn up the
flood gateof his dam:
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...so that the flrst rainsflowing into the Dam, andfrom thenceuncontrolledby any flood
gateon to the waterwheel,causedit to spin round with suchvelocity, so as to strip all
the cogs off the wheels,broke the iron pit wheel, and the water wheel shaft; and the
water wheel being left in the sun for so many months,becameentirely loose in all its
fastenings,and the joints shrunk so much that a man's hand could be thrust through
them,in shortthe wheelspeaksfor itself, anda new onehasbeenerectedat a distanceof
about20 paces.tt
The problems Degraveshad had and would continue to have for some years with the water
supply for his sawmill, even when the dam and flood gateswere in place, were probably the
reason for his novel plans for his flour mill. He announcedhis plan for using a 60-horse
power turbine in January 1835 soon after the incident with Wright, and he made the point
that the inhabitantswould benefit from the new mill, "seeing that Van Diemen's Land wheat
has been bought up at low prices from the settlersby the agentsof Sydney monopolists for
years past, and returned to us as flour at their own prices." Gilbert Robertsonsupportedthis
view, deposingthat as a farmer he was frequently unable to find a mill to grind his wheat.
Degraves' plan was to use the water before it was taken for the town supply, and by using a
turbine he would require a lower volume of water. He constructeda dam much higher up the
rivulet, and brought the water round to a reservoir so that he could utilise a fall of 274 feet
[82m] onto his turbine; the water then enteredthe town reservoir.It was mid- 1836 before the
mill with its "cold water engine" was announcedas almost ready for work. It was described
as "of great power, being capableof grinding more flour than all the other mills in Hobart
town, togetherexceptMr Walker's."t'
The turbine was highly regardedand was often specifically mentionedfor its ingenuity. The
editor of the Hobart Town Courier was one who praisedit.
Mr Degraveshas constructedan hydraulic engin*-which reflects the highest credit
upon his skill and industry-having, as he had, to contendwith the greatestdifflculties
in the consffuctionof the machineryin a new colony.It is indeedhighly creditableto his
enterprise,particularlywhenwe reflecthow few haveeversucceeded
in England.
There is no doubt that it was quite an amazingfeat for the early years of the colony. The first
turbine had been constructedonly a few years previously in Europe and Degraves' skill was
quite remarkable.Alexander Murray complainedin December 1835 that "by some operation
connectedwith your Hydraulic Machine, the water of the Hobart Town Rivulet has become
so mudded (sic) as to be unfit for use...," but in the court caseof 1838 it was statedthat the
purity of the water was not in any way affectedby the "Hydraulic engine."ro
The mill continued to operatefor many years, with Degravesclaiming to be making f 15 a
day from its operation in 1841, but just how long the turbine worked is unknown. In 1840
Degraves' son, Henry, was the lesseeof the Hydraulic Flour Mill when heavy rains causeda
flood to come down the old water supply tunnel and into the current tunnel which passed
under the turbine, and as well as causinginjury to flour storedin the mill almost carried away
the mill. Henry was usually the personwho advertisedfor millers or apprenticesfor the mill,
until 1852 when it was the firm of H. & C. Degraves & Co. which advertised for an
experiencedmiller. At some stagein the 1840sDegravesaddeda steammill to the complex,
althoughjust when this occurredis difficult to determine"It was certainly there by 1849, and
was probably establishedsoon after June 1844 when the Colonial Timesreported that "at the
presenttime, Mr. Degraves'scorn mills grind half a ton of flour per hour, and...in a short
time the machinery and power will be increasedso as to be able to perform double that
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amount."The samearticlementionedthathe would be ableto introduce"any degreeof heat
or cold" into his brewingandmilling, so this would seemto indicatesteam.As in Degraves'
will of 1852the steammill was describedas adjoiningthe house,this may havebeenin the
originalflour mill building(althoughseebelow)."
VisitingengineerEdward
Snellwasshowna "swissTourbine"in 1858,but saidit hada fall
of 373feet [101m]so it may havebeenusedin a differentbuilding,andit may indeedhave
beenSwissand thereforenot Degraves'original.Degravesremaineda controversialfigure
all throughthe 1840s,as the rights of the HobartTown inhabitantsto a pure water supply
cameinto conflict with Degraves'requirements.
By the end of the decadethe disputeseems
to havebeenresolved.At sometime the upperflour mill wasjoined by a woodenwaterflour
mill closeto the rivulet powered(in connectionwith a sawmill)by a 42-footovershotwater
wheel,with water coming from the reservoirup on the hill which had once poweredthe
turbine.The mill is shownon a plan of the complexdrawnby the Town SurveyorJoseph
Ring rn 1844.ln L872this mill wasdrivingfour pairsof stones,aswell as a malt crusherfor
the brewery.The waterwasalsousedto powera hydrauliclift in the brewery.*u
FollowingPeter'sdeathin 1853andHenry'sthefollowingyear,theHobartbusiness-which
includedshipbuildingas well asthe breweryand sawmill-was run by the brothersCharles
andJohn,althoughfrom 1858to 1872the brewery,andpossiblythe otherenterprises
on the
site,wasleasedby their brother-in-lawJamesWilson,later Sir JamesandPremier1869-72.
Wilson had earlierstudiedengineeringunderEasby& Robertson.A fourth Degravesson,
William, had goneto Victoriain 1849andwith Charlesas a partnerbuilt a steamflour mill
fronting on FlindersLaneandDegravesStreetsaidto havecost€10 000. They later owned
threemoreflour mills at Sandhurst,
MalmsburyandKyneton.At onetime William was said
to be the Rothschildof Australia,but he lost muchof his wealthandreturnedto Hobartabout
1875,soon after the deathof Charles.When John died in 1880reportssuggested
he was
worth f400 000. The final DegravesbrotherWilliam died in 1883 with no Degravesto
succeed
him."
A syndicateunderthe leadershipof J.W. Symetook over the breweryand all otherHobart
breweriesandformedthe Cascade
BreweryCo. asthe secondbiggestjoint-stockcompanyin
the island (after the Main Line Co.), utilising Walker's old brewery for the bottling
establishment.
In 1884 when the Mercury describedthe businessin detail, the wooden
Cascade
flour mill buildingwith its largefour-footwide waterwheelwasstill beingusedby
the new companyfor grindingmalt, but theMercuryarticledoesnot say whetherflour was
still groundthere.It is morethanlikely thatthe newcompanyconcentrated
solelyon making
beer: about 1885 the wheel was said to be being used for brewing. Three reservoirs,
includingone300 feet [90m] abovethe yard which wasalmostcompleted,suppliedwaterto
the complex.The old flour mill furtherup the hill is alsomentioned,but was obviouslynot
functioningasa mill."
Justwhen the lower woodenflour mill was demolishedis not clear.In 1932the mill had
gonealthoughthe wheelwasstill there.But theremainsof the steammill still existaspart of
the presentcordialfactory,with brick additionsto eachend andalsoan addedstonesection
but without a third floor. It is possiblethatthis mill wasbuilt utilisingthe originalhydraulic
mill buildingasit is in the sameapproximate
locationwith respectto the house,but it would
be difficult to be sure.If it couldbe shownthatthis wasthe original 1836hydraulicmill the
building would be of outstandingsignificance.However,as we can datethis building to at
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leastas early as the 1840sit is in any casehighly significant,being predatedby only one
other (the Davey Street steammill) and being associatedwith a man of considerable
importancein thehistoryof Hobart.'n

2.10DaveyStreetMills
At the time that McRobie'sCampbellStreetmill was built in June1835,theHobart Town
Courierwas "glad to learn,that a secondmill of the samedescriptionis alsoto be speedily
put up in the upperpart of Daveystreet,contiguousto [Fitzroy]Crescent...."This mill was
built by bakerAnthonyMann and wasconstructed
initially as a horizontalwindmill, a type
beingexperimentedwith in Britain aroundthe turn of the century.The Courier describedit
thus:"...the wind [is] admittedby verticalorificesinto a cylindricalchamberin which the
sails attachedto the ends of horizontallevers are placed."Unfortunately,less than two
monthslaterthe samenewspaper
was"sorryto observethatMr. Mann'shorizontalwind-mill
has not answeredthe purposeof its spiritedproprietorand is aboutto be convertedinto a
store."However,the "spiritedproprietor"then built a conventionalwindmill on the same
site. From the later illustrationof this mill it appearsthat on the solid masonrybasehe
constructeda fixed six-sidedwoodenupperstructurein line with smockmill construction
principles.As the circularbasewas considerably
largerin diameterthan the woodentower,
the lengthof the sailsthatcouldbe fitted would havebeenrestrictedwhich probablyensured
that the smockmill was also incapableof working effectively,and plansto operatethree
pairsof millstonesmustbe regardedasvery optimistic.e0
Justwhenit beganoperations
is unclear,althoughit wascertainlyfunctioningby July 1837,
and probably by November1836 when Mann was supplyingflour to the government.
However,by 1840he wasinsolventandthe mill, aswell as otherpropertiesownedby Mann
includinga baker'sshopin Lower GoulburnStreet,was offeredfor auction.The windmill
wasdescribed
as:
The valuablestonewindmilltogetherwith the two-storyBrick Residence,
Bakehouse
(with large Oven), stone Stable, Wash-house, and Premises, and Allotment of Ground
extending ftom Davey to Macquarie street, now in the occupation of Mr. Mann. The
Windmill is built in the most substantial manner, the walls from the foundation being
three feet thick of solid masonry-it drives three pair of French Burrs, and is fltted up
with dressing machines and every requisite equal to new, and on the most improved
principles.

The following year Mann announced
he was sellingflour from his warehousein Bathurst
Street,and about1843he movedto a New Norfolk flour mill (see4.I.2). Meanwhile,two
monthsafterthe auctionJohnFisherofferedthe mill for leaseor sale.The windmill features
in the backgroundof severalpaintings,includingone by de Wesselowin 1845,and in an
1858Frith photograph,but in noneof theseare the sailsof the windmill to be seen.This
indicatesthatit waspoweredby wind for only a very few years.n'
However,from quite an earlytime therewasa chimneynext doorwhich indicatesit became
a steammill. In 1843J.S.Turnbullofferedthe "steammill andextensivepremises"for lease,
andit is more thanlikely that he had boughtthe windmill in 1840after Mann's insolvency
and addedthe steamengine.In 1846the mill was managedby William Butterworthwho
wrote:"I am managingfor a gentlemanwho hasa largesteammill, a Scotchman
anda very
goodman.I havef100 per annumwhichis very goodwagesin thesetimes."A Mr Fulton
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who later ran the CommodoreHotel was alsosaidto havebeenheadmiller at one time. In
1853 Turnbull owned and occupiedthe mill at 84 MacquarieStreetbut that year it was
offeredfor sale.It wasdescribedasbeingof five "stores"(storeys)of stoneand timberwith
a lead roof, and with a "symmetricallofty brick chimneyof splendidworkmanship."It is
evidentthat the auctioneerdid not expectit to be usedas a flour mill as he was at painsto
point out the "many usesto which suchpremisescouldbe profitablyappropriated."
Despite
the fact thatthe mill hadcostnearlyf2000 whenit wasbuilt "in cheaptir6", it wassold at
auctionfor only f700.In 1855the ValuationRoll describedit as an "old mill," andalthough
GeorgeLuckmanofferedit for leasein 1860it neverfunctionedagainasa mill.n'
The windmill wasstill standing,althoughlookingderelictwhenit waspaintedabout1897by
Julia Swan-It was demolishedsoon afterwards.The two-storeysteammill and chimney,
however,is still standingat 205DaveyStreetattachedto the residence.
As it canbe certainiy
datedto 1843 it is probablythe oldestmill building survivingin Hobart; rhe only older
remainswould be the remnantsof Degraves'mill if they could be shownto be pari of his
hydraulicmill (see2.9)."

2.ll Dynnyrne Mitl
It is difficult to ascertainthe early historyof both the DynnyrneMill andits partnerthe Kent
Mill (see2.I2). Certainlythe DynnyrneMill was at work beforeJanuaryt1il , so it appears
likely that it was yet anothermill built as a result of the dry condiiionsexperieni.Oin
precedingyears.Both mills were built on land grantedto RobertLathrop Murray by the
CaveatBoard in 1836, but the land was alreadybeing subdividedin August i8lS,
presumablyfor sale.In 1839it wasWilliam Procterwho ownedthem and offeredthemfor
sale,so probablyhe wasthepersonwho hadthemerected.n*
The DynnyrneMill was built betweenFactoryRoad (now called Apsley Street)and the
Hobart Town Rivulet, and was immediatelyupstreamof the earlier Soreil Distillery, later
called Dynnyrne.The first notificationof its working was when ThomasGarett of the
Cascade
Flour Mills announced
in 13 JanuaryL837thathe wasgiving up businessin favour
of ThomasVigar (presumablyfatherof FrederickVigar of the secondWaterlooMill--*ee
2.2-2)-Ganetthad beena miller in MacquarieStreetin 1833and 1835,presumably
at the
Old Mill, so it can be assumedthat he had beenat work at this new mili only in fSlO. tn
1839propertyof William Procter,includinghis quarries,wasput up for saleand the notice
includedthe following:
The Flour Mills, which will be sold separate,arerecent erections, illd were put up under
the superintendenceof able practical men, and from the advantageouslocality of these
Mills, commanding "the first of the water" they are enabled to work in dry sei6ons,
when the other mills ue at a stand.

The referenceto the first of the wateris noteworthy,showinghow importantthis wasjudged
to be. Earlier the sameyear the "right of water over two mills, payinga rent of €300 per
annum"was put up for auction;this could indeedhavebeenreferringio the Dynnyrneand
Kent Mills, but certainlyshowsthe value of water rights. Vigar boughtboth milli, but in
1841he wasinsolventandtheywereagainput up for auction.Lot 1 was the Kent Mill (see
2.12).The restof the noticefollowed:

48

Lot 2. The Upper Mill, with a valuable piece of bottom land, extending along the mill
race to the dam, bounded on the other side by the rivulet.
Lot 3. That capacious Family Residence, coach-house, stables, and numerous outoffices, with spacious garden and premises, all enclosed by a substantial stone
wall...extending from Macquarie-sffeet,on which it has a considerablefrontage, to the
creek below.

Lot 3 was what was known as the DynnyrneEstateand includedthe houseerectedby
Murray."
It is at this time that the two mills start to have a separatehistory. Lot 2 was boughtby
William McRobieof the CampbellStreetwindmill for f.I375, subjectto the purchaserof the
lower mill havingthe useof the mill racepassingthroughhis land.It wasunderMcRobie's
ownershipthat the mill startedto be called Dynnyrne,no doubt to differentiateit from
Degraves'CascadeMill. (The Cascade
was a generalnamegiven to quite a long sectionof
the rivulet.) Even havingthe first of the waterdid not guarantee
that the mill could always
grind: in L874 therewas said to be enoughwater to power the water wheel for only nine
monthseachyear.By April 1845McRobiehad addeda steamengine,and it was shortly
afterwardsthathe put his CampbellStreetwindmill up for sale(see2.8),obviouslyno longer
requiringthis insuranceagainstdry seasons.
In 1854he wasalsoleasingthe SorellMill (see
2.5).In 1856the house,mills, gardenandpaddockwerevaluedat f250,,and the following
year McRobieofferedit all for sale.The auctioneerdescribedthe spacioushouse,and then
followedwith:
The Steam and Water Flour and Saw Mill, with the adjacent land. The Mill contains
ttnee pairs of French burr stones, which can be driven either by water or steam, or by
both; the steam-engineis of ten-horse power, works very easy, and capable of driving
both flour and saw mill.

It is not known whenthe sawmillhad beenadded.From the ValuationRolls it appearsthat
McRobiecontinuedto own themill until 1860whenhe soldit to JamesPeet.nu
However,the mill and Peet'snew residence(which had beenpartly built when the auction
was announced)
wereburnt to the groundin October1861,with no evidenceto showwhy.
Peetwas fully insuredand it is possiblethat he eventuallyrebuilt as in 1865 one Joseph
Bedfordwas injuredwhile "erectinga new mill wheelat McRobie'sMi11."Presumablythe
newspapergavethe wrong nameas McRobiedoesnot seemto have beeninvolved there
again.In 1870 R.R. Burt & Bros advertisedfirewood for sale from the "newly erected
DynnyrneSaw Mills", and two yearslater JamesPeetof the HoughtonMills (see3.2.1)
advertisedfor salethe property"whereMr McRobie'smills formerly stood."The saw mill
was"drivenby a largewaterwheel,quitenew." This wheelwasutilisedby the HobartTown
WoollenFactorywhichrentedthefive acres,stonecottage,wheelandexistingshutesfor f50
and built a 2-storeystonefactory.The water wheel was still therein 1878when George
Wilson advertisedthe auction of the site, and again in the 1880swhen the wheel was
describedas not in use.McRobie'snamelives on in the areawith McRobie'sRoad and
McRobie'sGully . A small stonecottagestill existson site at 40 MacfarlaneStreetbut it
would be very difficult to saywhetherit belongedto the originalmill or wasa later addition
in the site's history. Severallarge sandstone
blocksand the remainsof a steamenginelie
nearby.nt
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2.12Kent Mill
Theearlyhistoryof this mill hasbeenreferredto in theprevioussection.It wasbuilt right on
the rivulet betweenMacquarieRoad (now MacfarlaneStreet)and c.100mto the west of
Excell Street.Justwhenit waserected,presumably
by William Procter,is alsounclear,but it
was certainly built after what came to be known as the Dynnyrne Mill, as when it was
auctionedin 1841as Lot 1it was calledthe "New Mill." It was to be sold "with all its
appurtenances
as it now stands,togetherwith the detachedpremises...."The mill had been
run by GeorgeShelverton,andseveralof the insolvencynoticesfor ThomasVigar alsorefer
to Shelverton'sinsolvencyasif theywerepartners,atleastin this mill. But afterthe mill was
bought by CorneliusDriscoll for f2000 Shelvertoncontinuedon until he too became
insolventin December1845.n'
Driscoll offeredthe mill for saleor leasethesameyear,anddescribed
it asfollowing:
TheFlour Mill commonlyknownasShelverton's,
in Macquarie-sffeet,
hasa new and
powersteamengine,with waterpowercombined,
beautifulten-horse
rendering
it oneof
the mostpowerfulandefficientMills in theColony.It is in perfectworkingorder.The
diameterof thewaterwheelis 28 feet,with penstock
for layingon thewater.It hastwo
pair of Frenchburr stones,four feetsix inches,with iron boxesandbrasses.
andtwo
flour machines
all complete.
In 1848whenit wasagainofferedfor auctionJohnGittinsWinter (ex-Kensington
andSorell
Mills) was rentingthe mill for f,nA per annum,and the recentlyerectedsteamenginewas
saidto havebeenbuilt by Easby& Robertson.
Winter continuedin possession
andbeganto
call the establishment
the Kent Mills. The following year he offered to clean exporters'
wheatwith his "first-rateCleaningand Smut" machine,cart it to and from wharf or store,
andsewnin bagsfor the "low charge"of threepence
perbushel."
By the beginningof 1851Winterhadaddedbonemills to the complex,andhe addedanother
in 1853.In December1855he announcedthat his price for grinding and dressingwheat
would be one shilling per bushel,but the following yearhe wasinsolventandthe leasewas
takenover by JohnGeorgeWinter,presumablyhis son,until at least 1862.The mills were
put up for salein 1860underthe will of the late CorneliusDriscoll becauseof a defaultin
paymentby a purchaser,and then againtwo yearslater. By 1865 the mills were in the
possession
of HenryNewmanl3tdby 1875Newmanwasthe owner.By 1879therewerehop
groundsanda kiln on the sirc.loo
Until about 1996there were huge stonefoundationsin front of 3 MacfarlaneStreetwhich
could well havebeenfrom the Kent Mill, but thesehavenow gone.The stonehouseat 3
MacfarlaneStreetcouldwell be themiller's cottage.''l

2.13Upper Sawmill,Cascade
The flourmilling historyof this mill is extremelyvague.It was originallybuilt as a sawmill
by ThomasStaceon a grantof 1000acres.Raynerhaslocatedthe site as about330 metres
upstreamfrom the sharpbendof StricklandAvenuejust beforeLawley Avenue.Stacehad
troublewith the mill asin 1826his unfinishedsawmillwasthe subjectof a forcedsalefrom
the Sheriff'sOffice,andalthoughhe continuedin possession
he hadstill not begunto work it
by August 1827when he askedto be relievedof most of his acreageas it was uselessfor
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farming.The governmentobliged,but the following yearit wasGeorgeStokellwho offered
the sawmillfor sale.The remaininglandwaseventuallygrantedto HenryDegraves.to'
At sometime the mill cameinto thehandsof JohnBarrett,andwhenthe trusteesto his estate
put the mill up for auctionin 1843,this wastheir description:
Thepropertyis situated
at theCascade,
andknownastheUpperSawMill, consisting
of
about9 acresof land,with the mill andmachinery,
comprisingtwo pairsFrenchburr
stones, dressing machine, and smut machine, all complete, and in working order. The
mill possessesthe right of the whole of the water.

Justwhenthe sawmillwasconvertedto a flour mill is not known.No otherreferences
have
beenfound in the newspapers
andit may not havebeenrunningfor long, but it might have
beenconvertedin the mid-30sto take advantageof its positionwith regardto the water
supply.The mill was boughtby PeterDegravesand accordingto a correspondent
to the
Hobart TownCourierwas pulled down to ensurethe supplyof waterto the hydraulicmill,
although another soffespondenttwo years later refers to Barrett's establishment,
unfortunatelywithoutmakingit clearwhetherit wasoperatingasa sawmillor flour mill.'o'

2.14Battery Point windmill
The third HobartTown windmill, while probablysuccessful
for only aboutten years,was at
leastmorelong-lastingthaneitherof its two predecessors.
This is almostcertainlydueto its
positionon the top of the hill at BatteryPointwhich exposedit muchmoreto the wind than
eitherof the othertwo. As early as 1834JamesLuckmanof the WaterlooMill (see2.2.2)
wasplanningto build a mill andby March 1836theHobart TownCouriercould describeit
AS:

"a very handsomebrick circularbuilding or roundturret...in which the circularroof and
sailsbalanceand adjustthemselvesto the wind by meansof a fan wheelon the opposite
side.It is about50 or 55 feet high, andforms a striking objectto vesselscoming up the
fiver."
The Colonial Times was quick to ridicule its rival by pointing out that the mill was not yet
built. o'To be sure Mr Luckman has commencedthe brick work, and carried it sufficiently
high to point out that a mill is intended--{ut that is all!" Neverthelessthe Courier was
correct in one thing at least: the mill from then on remaineda most prominent landmark for
shipping. It was eventually I04 feet [31m] high to the tip of the vertical sail, or
approximately 75 feet 122.5m)to the top of the finial on the ogee-shapedcap, and was the
tallest and most powerful windmill ever built in the colony or indeed anywherein Australia..
Built on a stone foundation, the mill's walls were two feet six inches [75cm] thick at the
bottom gradually thinning to be two feet [60cm] thick at the top.'oo
It was built on the easterncorner of De Witt and Cromwell Street,but just when it was first
working is a matter of conjecture.In the 1830sLuckman was having problems with floods
and his title to land at the Waterloo Mill (see 2.2.2) and there seems to have been
considerabledelay before he finally finished the windmill, as in December 1841 when both
mills were offered for lease or sale the mill at Battery Point was described as "newly
erected." It is possibly significant that Frankland's map of 1839 shows sails on the mill
.

The tallestwindmills in EnglandandHolland only reached100feet to the top of the cap.
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which may indicatethat it was functioning,but this cannotbe regardedas proof. The sails
were80 feet [24m] long from tip to tip andwith all the machineryandgearattachedweighed
ten tons. Although there was generalapprovalof the mill's profile which gave "an oldfashionedandEnglishappearance
to the place,"therewasa disadvantage
to living nearbyas
Hugh Munro Hull found when he took a housein Wellington(now Waterloo)Crescentin
1864-5.He wrotein his reminiscences
that "the fans...werevery noisy andcreateda great
draught,"andhe consequently
movedto a newhousein MacquarieStreet.'o'
Luckmancontinuedto own the mill until 1845whenhe becameinsolventandthe mills and
all his otherpropertywereauctionedwithoutreserve.The mill passedinto the handsof the
engineerRobertRobertsonandwhenhe auctionedit in 1848it wasboughtby JamesCowgill
for f700. Cowgill, the lesseeof the Wilmot Mill (see2.5), remainedat BatteryPoint for
someyears,so benefitingfrom the gold rushes.Amy Rowntreerefersto a story that the
Cowgillshadno faith in banksandkepttheir savingsin a strongbox disguisedasa footstool.
"WhenMrs. Cowgill took a drive shetravelledwith her feet placedfirmly, but comfortably,
on the family fortune." In 1855Cowgill put the mill up for auction,"having realisedan
independence
[anddeciding]to returnto his nativeland."The mill wasdescribedfulsomely:
That MagnificentMill Property,the BatteryPoint Windmill, which for solidity of
construction, completenessof manufacfuring power, and sifuation, stands unrivalled. It
is fltted with two pairs of 4-feet 6-inch French burr stones, smut and dressing machines;
has bins to contain upwards of 3000 bushels of grain; fans with patent sails; winds
herself, and will grind from 600 to 700 bushelsper week.... This property, built a few
years since, was much admired for the excellenceof its workmanship while in course of
erection; the reported cost in those days is said to have been between f5000 and f,6000.

The reference"winds herself' refersto the provisionof a fantail mountedat the rear of the
cap, to ensurethat once the miller had set it sails would automaticallyrotate into the
oncomingwind (seeAppendix A, Section4.2). The excellenceof the workmanshipis
supportedby Leslie Norman,who wrote that the floors, stairwaysand cupboardswere of
beautifullypolishedwood. Unfortunatelythe mill was not sold and Cowgill was forcedto
remain.tou
It is likely that from then on the mill becameslowly more and more uneconomic,as the
colony movedinto a depressed
state.In 1861,presumablyto remaincompetitivewith the
newersteammills closerto the wharfs,J. Cowgill & Sonannounced
the additionof a steam
mill to the newly-christened
Derwent Steamand Wind Mills, with water for the boiler
comingfrom a cementunderground
tank.The steammill wasright next to the windmill on
its easternside; the two mills remainedseparatebut connectedby a small passage.The
partnership
betweenCowgill andhis sonJameswasdissolvedin 1864andshortlyafterwards,
hoping to retire from the business,Cowgill snr offeredthe mill for lease.The mills were
describedas havingalmostnew gearingandbeingcapableof grinding4000-5000bushelsa
week,but therewereno takersandthe following yearhe hadloweredthe price of grindingto
fivepencea bushel,downfrom ninepence
in 1861.He wasstill in residencewhenhe died at
the age of 59 in 1866.The propertywas offeredfor leaseagainin 1867,and a complete
descriptionwasgiven:
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The DerwentSteamMills, BatteryPoint,with a 9-roomedDwellingHouse,Stable,
CoachhouseandCart-sheds.
The SteamMill consistsof an 18horse-power
engine,2
pairsof 4 feetFrenchburrstones,
a flourmachine,
smutmachine,
andhoistinggear.The
Windmill has 2 pairsof 4 feet 6 inch Frenchburr stones,a flour machine,a smut
machine,andhoistinggear.Thewholeis in first rateworkingorderfor carryingon an
extensive
fiade.tot
It may havebeenin "first rateworkingorder,"but thelack of elevatorsin the steammill may
havehelpedto put millers off. G. Farnfieldjnr, presumablysonof the man who had beenat
the SorellMills in1842(see2.5),took a leasebut offeredit for a low rentin 1868.H. Green,
evidentlyalsoa son of the older Farnfield(perhapsstepson?)
then occupiedthe mills for a
few monthsbeforeStephenHenryGruebersnr took themfor five years.Grueberhadarrived
in the colonyin 1839andfarmedat severalproperties
includingRheban(see8.7).His son
Stephenmarriedthe widow of CharlesFletcherwhosefamily had the Lake Mill (see11.6).
Despitehavingthe DerwentMills at "almosta nominalrental",Grueberfound he could not
makea living becauseof "excessive
competitionamongstthe smallmillers andthe Derwent
Mills not beingadvantageously
situated"andhe did not renewthe lease.He thenwent to his
son'spropertyOrmleyat Fingal,wherehe wasto be wardenfor elevenyears.'ot
The mills wereput up for auctionby the trusteesof Cowgill's estatein 1875at which time
they wereoccupiedby a Mr Hurst;the MessrsCowgill werestill in the house.Accordingto
the Mills andManufacturingReturnsthe windmill was operatinguntil 1878,althoughwhen
they were rentedin that yearthe mills were saidto havebeenunoccupiedfor someyears.
They wereleasedby William Howardof MelbourneandThomasMillhouse,fitted out with
machineryincluding silk dressersthey had madethemselves,and openedonce againfor
businessastheUnion Mills. It is intriguingthatthe pair reliedonly on steam,feelingthatthe
useof wind would entailadditionalexpensryresumablyfrom the necessityof repairingthe
sails.The ownerat this time wasF.J.Pike,reputedlya nephewof Cowgill.'on
However,the venturewas not a success.
In 1883the mill had beenempty for a long time
whenit wasboughtby GrubbBroswho wantedto usethe bricks,at that time hardto obtain,
for buildingpurposes.
The editorof theMercurywrotea heartfeltandmodern-sounding
plea
for the governmentto buy the structureand so save "an old familiar land mark from
destructioil,"but demolitionbeganon2 March 1885.LeslieNormanspokefor many when
he wrote:
And so,in the 80'sthosefrom all aroundwhohadbeenwontto resttheir eyeson its
bright red dome, its pure white balcony about half-way up, and its glistening white
wings,sawthe spoilersat work like antson its topmoststructure,andsoonthis beautiful
landmarkwim no more. There is bold water and good anchorageright up to Baffery
Point, andwhat happenedto the chartsthe world over,on which weremarked'makefor
the red mill' is not known.
The city also lost a lookout; numbersof peopleusedto go up the mill eachyear to take in the
v iew. t t o

The bump marking the foundation of the windmill was still visible some 30 years ago, and
the miller's brick cottage (with additions) still stands on an internal block accessedby a
public laneway. Tradition says that the pair of houses opposite St George's church in
Cromwell Streetwere built with the bricks from the mill."'
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2.15CommercialSteamMill
During the 1840sa numberof waterandwind mills in HobartTown addedsteamenginesto
ensurea continuityin grinding:the DynnyrneMill, SorellMill, Kent Mill, the DaveyStreet
mill and Degraves'mill all had steamaddedthis decade,andthusjoined JohnWalker who
hadaddedsteamto the Government
Mill in 1836.However,the CommercialSteamMill was
the first successfulmill to be built in Hobart without utilising any other form of motive
power,andindeedits success
may havepromptedthe othermillersto adda steamenginein
orderto remaincompetitive.
In June 1840a meetingwas calledof the subscribers
to the "SteamFlour Mill Company,"
andthis was probablythe beginningsof this mill. Accordingto AlexanderClark's obituary,
the mill was designedanderectedby Clark for his firm, Davidson& Clark, but perhapsthe
originalintentionhadbeento form a companyto providefinance.The mill was built on the
Old Wharf (HunterStreet)approximately
whereDaveyStreetnow goesthrough,so not far
from whereWalkerhadhadthe first steammill in the colony.With threepairsof millstones
it was functioningby July 1841whenWilliam Butterworthwrote to a friend in Englandto
tell him he had leasedthe mill for f270 per year. "We have plenty of work and a good
trade...[and]my partnerhasplentyof moneyandis a goodmiller aswell." His partnerand
the owner of the mill was Henry Davidsonand in a later letter Butterworthcontradicted
himselfby writing thal "He has alargefoundryandit takeshim his time to superintend
that,
and not knowing anythingaboutmilling doesnot meddle."He added:"He is a very good
uprightman.
Butterworththrowsmorelight on the operationsat the mill in a subsequent
letterin October
1842.
For everybushelof wheatwe grindanddresswe get oneshillingandwe grindabout
200bushels
in 16hourseveryday,abouthalffor othersandtherestourselves....It
is ten
o'clockat nightwhenI amwritingthis andI havetwo pairsof millstones
goingandno
one is herebut myself and a man to fire the engine.Mr Davison (sic) is about to put
anothercorn mill up in the countryandhe wantsme to haveit myself andhe will let this
next yeati he hasso muchbusinesson hand.
From 1844 William Green was employed as a miller there. He could well have been the
brotherof Henry Greenand son of GeorgeFarnfield (see2.L4).In 1846he announcedthat he
had commenced business"at the New Steam Mill, at the rear of the Commercial Steam
Mill....Entrance through the gatewaynext to Burns and White's store, Old Whart." This is
very confusing as it is the only referenceto anothermill on the wharf. It seemsprobable that
the new mill rapidly becamepart of the Commercial Mill complex, as the 1847roll mentions
only one mill on the Old Wharf. Later Valuation Rolls mention a warehouseat 67 OId Wharf
and a steam flour mill at No.65, both part of the property then owned by Green, and the
warehousecould well be the secondmill. Green's advertisementsare from the "Old Wharf
SteamMills" until the mid-l850s when he usesthe name "Commerctal" again. The 1847 roll
indicatesthat the mill had an annual value of f290, comparedwith f150 for the Sorell Mill
and the Dynnyrne Mill; only Walker's mill and brewery was worth more, at f350.
Intriguingly, the Commercial Mill was leasedby Her Majesty's Government. It would be
interestingto know why."'
From July 1847 Green, who had been the manager,,leased
the mill himself and he was to be
the operator for some years. In 1853 the mill was owned by Mrs Clark but by 1856 Green
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had bought it, and two yearslater in August 1858 he leasedit to William Searle (ex-Wilmot
Mill - see 2.5) for sevenyears at f800 per year. In 1863 he put up for auction "one of the
most completepropertiesin Tasmania."The advertisementcontinued:
This propertyis oneof the mostperfectandeconomicallyarrangedin the colony,having
a very large manufacturingpower at a small cost; the engineis one of McNaught's
patentcompounddoublecylinderenginesof 40-horsepower,with a boiler of a superior
quality, andof a consffuctionbelievedto be unsurpassed
in the world; to which is fltted
one of Gifford's patent injectors,this effects a greatsaving in fuel by renderingit
unnecessary
to use an enginepump. Thereare flve pairs of mill stones,of which three
pairswork with spurgear,andtwo pairswith belts;alsoa Smith's patentflour machine;
Ashby's patent smut machine,elevatorsand creeper's(sic) to everythingin the mill,
which now turns out 50 tons of flour per week,driving fourteenhoursper day. The mill
is a substantialwell flnishedstonebuilding, including a dwelling houseof six rooms.It
comprisesa good area,has a considerablefrontageon the creek; there are extensive
outbuildings,offices, and every conveniencefor carryingon an extensiveand lucrative
business.ttn

The mill did not sell and when Searle'sleaseexpiredin 1865he announced
his retirement
from business,"thankingthe public of Tasmaniafor the liberal supporthe has received
during the past 12 years,"and William Greentook over again.Although he also had the
KensingtonMill at Glenorchy(see3.2.2),he was still in chargeon the Old Wharf in 1872
when the Mercury gave a detailedaccountof the business.Greenhad beengiven special
permissionwhenDenisonwasgovernorto lay a 6-inch[15cm]pipe from the rivulet closeto
the Argyle Streetbridgeto a tank 12 ft by 140ft by 6 ft deep[3.5mby 42mby 1.8m]and
mostly underground.
The McNaughtenginehad beenmadeby A. & W. Smith of Glasgow
especiallyfor Green,andthe now-sevenpairsof four foot stonesweredrivenoff a layshaft.
Dust-extractors
were fitted, to improvethe atmosphere
in the mill. By 1885the McNaught
enginehadbeenreplacedby a compoundhorizontalenginemadeby JohnClark."'
By 1873the DossetorBrothers,JohnandDaniel,wereleasingthe mill, but by 1881only the
latter was there,still advertisingthe mill as "Iate Green's."In February1886he advertised
for salefour pairsof Frenchburrsandsomeothermachinerybecause
he hadinstalledrollers.
As he still had threepairsof stoneshe musthavebeenoperatingrollersin conjunctionwith
stones,possiblyusingsmoothroller mills for reduction.They would havebeenGanzrollers.
He hada very lucky escapeduringthe greatfire on the Old Wharf in November1890,asthe
fire originatedin Ikin's storewhichwasseparated
from themill by just a narrowalley.When
a mill window caughtfire, accordingto theMercury,"[b]agsof wheatwerepiled againstthe
window, andwhenthe flamesburstin the wheatpouredout, andhad someeffectin abating
the conflagration.An applicationof the hosedid the rest."Althougha considerable
portion
of the roof also caughtfire, this was also eventuallyextinguished."It was well that those
exertionswere successful,"continuedthe Mercury, "as had the mill fairly caught,in all
probabilitythe devouringelementwouldhavesweptthe street.""u
But the mill which hadlastedso long wasto continuefor only a few more years,as by the
time of the 1893ValuationRoll it was empty.At exactlythe sametime Murdoch'smill
beganoperationsfurther alongon the Old Wharf (see2.I8), and it would be interestingto
know if therewassomeconnectionbetweenthetwo"It is possiblethat,knowingthe mill was
threatened
by the plansto extendDaveyStreet,GreenandDossetordecidedto call rt a day.
Dossetormay havealsobeencaughtout by the economicdepression
of the nineties.By 1900
the CommercialMill wasin ruinsandin 1903it wasdemolished.
Normanwas probablynot
the only residentwho missed"the prettywhiteflour mill" on the Old Wharf.t"
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2.16City Mill - Gibson's
mill which had
Whenthe CommercialMill wasbuilt in 1841it wasperhapsthe seventeenth
beenerectedin HobartTown in somethirty years.(Someof the datesof erectionare still
unknown.)Only two of these-Walker'ssteammill on the Old Wharf andthe first Waterloo
Mill- hadstoppedworking,althougheventhesewerereallyrelocationsratherthanclosures.
However,the fortunesof milling wereaboutto undergoa change.Duringthe 1840smanyof
the millersbecameinsolvent,almostcertainlyasa resultof the severedepression
of the early
1840s.Barrett'swasthe only mill to actuallycloseat this time,but the following decadesaw
the demiseof two morrthose in CampbellStreetandDaveyStreet.Othersmay havebeen
economicalonly becausethey hadbeenboughtcheaplyfrom bankruptmillers,and then the
goodtimesof thefifties wouldhaveextendedtheir lives.But duringthe economicstagnation
of the sixties,more mills closed.While the DynnyrneMill burnt down in 1861, the
Sorell/Wilmotmills just stoppedworking,while it seemslikely that the WaterlooMill and
the Kent mill alsostoppedat this time.
Sowhena new mill wasbuilt in 1864,thefirst in 23 years,it wasgoingagainstthe trendand
may have beenexpectednot to havelastedlong. However,the site for the City Mill was
chosenwith care:it waserectedon the waterfrontto takeadvantage
of the proximity to the
wharf for importingand exporting.As steamenginesbecamemore efticient and therefore
cheaperto run therewasno longerthe imperativeto build by a streamor on a hill, andthe
centrallocatior- alsocloseto thelaterrailwaystationaave this mill the edgewhich led it,
asGibson's,to becomethelongestlastingof all Hobart'smills.
William Gibsonhad arrived in the colony in 1854,his wife and family of six children
following him on the OceanChiefthe nextyear.After spendingsomeyearsat the Riversdale
(see8.8.1),he cameto Hobartandin 1864from the City SteamFlourMills
Mill at Swansea
"beg[ged]to inform the public...thathe haserectedthe aboveMills on the premiseslately
occupied by A. Rheuben,regardlessof cost, combined with all the most modern
improvements...."The mill wasin MorrisonStreetnext to the TelegraphHotel andGibson
hadboughtthe propertyfrom Rheubanin November1863.He continuedto run the business
until December1871when,while supervising
the construction
of newmachinery,his leg was
fractured.Accordingto theLaunceston
Examiner:
It appears
the workmenwereoccupiedin turningthe outeredgeof a circularpulley
about 3 inchesin diameter,which was being madeof kauri pine, and which, while the
turning processwasbeingperformed,w&srotatingat a speedof about 1,400revolutions
per minute.The speedwasso greatthe centrifugalforceovercamethe cohesivepowerof
the pine, and the pulley flew into abouthalf-a-dozenpieces,one of which sftuck Mr.
Gibsonon theleg, andcausedthe fracture.. .."
Less than three weeks later Gibson died from the injury at the age of 49.t'r
He was succeededin the businessby his son William George, then only 23. In 1872 when
describedby the MercLlry,the mill had three pairs of four foot stonesand was equippedwith
elevators,a dust extractor and a hoisting apparatuswhich Gibson had himself designedfor
lifting sacksof grain" The Mercury reporterwas most impressedthat "a great deal of work is
done, with very little manual labour, in an exceedinglysmall space.A very large businessis
done at the City Mill, and the noise of the machinery can be heard constantly day and
night."tt'
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Coming throughunscathedfrom a fire in 1878which destroyedthe nearbyRisby steam
sawmills and other businesses,
Gibson's Mill continuedto flourish and in 1889 was
considerablyrefurbishedwith the erectionof roller mills and the installationof a new 30horsepower
compoundsteamenginemadeby Robinson& Sonin England,at a total costof
(The
€3100.
old millstoneswereboughtby RobertBeanfor his Fingalmill<ee 10.7.2).By
this time there were very few mills still operatingin the city. The Battery Point and
Liverpool Streetmills had definitelystoppedworking around1880and the Degravesmill
hadprobablystoppedaboutthe sametime.Now the combinationof Gibson'srollersplus the
1890sdepression
wasenoughto causethe closureof nearlyall the otherremainingmills. By
1893the CommercialMill hadclosedfor good,to bejoined the following yearby the oldest
mill of themall-the Old Mill. For a periodof ten yearsaroundthis time Gibsonalsoleased
Walker's old mill, probablyas a store,but whenhe let this go in 1896it was only another
yearbeforeit too shutits doorsfor thelasttime.Murdoch'swasto providesomecompetition
for a while (see2.18)but Gibson'swas to be the main miller for Hobartfor another100
years.t'o
Gibsonexpandedstill furtherlaterin the nineties.At the beginningof 1896he wasinstalling
somemore machinerywhich he had boughtfrom T. Robinson& Son while on a trip to
England.Accordingto the ValuationRolls,the annualvalueof his mill in 1892wasf250; by
1898it wasf350 andjust two yearslaterit wasf500 (with a capitalvalueof fL2 000).The
building on the cornerof Brookeand DespardStreetswas boughtby Gibsonin 1895,and
this was addedto the two buildingsin Morrison Street.Just when the small building on
MorrisonStreetwhich canbe seenin earlyphotoswasreplacedby the muchmoreimposing
several-storey
building now there is difficult to determine,althoughit would presumably
havetakenplaceduringoneof the upgrades,
probablythefirst."'
William GeorgeGibson died in 1905,and his son William Jamesthen took over to be
followedin his turn by his sonRoy Gibsonwho wasmanagerand a director.OtherGibsons
worked in the mill from time to time. In 1915Gibsonsamalgamated
with its only Hobart
rival, Murdoch's,andthey tradedfor someyearsasGibson& Murdoch.Betweenl9l7 and
L923the firm hadtwo steamers,
theKiltobranksandtheMusgrave,which wereusedto bring
wheatinto Hobartand usuallytaketimber to Melbourneor Adelaideon the returnvoyage.
The companyrevertedto the name Gibson's Ltd, probably after John Hugh Germain
Murdochdied in 1923,andin 1834therewere 16 shareholders.
Almost all flour produced
wasfor local consumption:
duringa ten-yearperiodfrom 1924-34the mostflour exportedin
any oneyearwasonly 0.5Voof total production.The business
continuedto expand.Whereas
in 1901it wasa l0-sackmill-that is, it couldmaketen 200-pound[9Okglsacksof flour an
hour--{y 1933it was a 26%-sackmill and almosttwice the size of its main Tasmanian
competitor,the Launceston-based
Monds& Affleck Pty. Ltd. It is not known whetherthis
capacityfollowed alterationsto the Morrison Streetbuilding preparedby the architects
WalkerandJohnstonin 1933."'
However,in 1972Monds& Affleck acquired5I7o of Gibsons,andabout1979they closed
the MorrisonStreetmill after L25yewson the samesite andmovedthe businessto the mill
Monds& Affleck had built at Salamanca
Place(see2.19).The threebuildingswhich made
up theCity Mill weresoldanddeveloped
into offices.The two MorrisonStreetbuildingsstill
haveseveralpiecesof flour-millingequipmenton display,includingthe woodenspiralchute
which goesthroughseveralfloorsto deliversacksto groundlevel,andseveralof the wooden
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grain storagebins have been retained.The associationof these late-nineteenth
century
buildingswith theimportantGibsonfamily increases
theirsignificance."'
2.17Peet'sMill
SomethirteenyearsafterGibsonopenedhis mill in Monison Street,JamesPeetdetermined
on openinga new steammill in the city. Peethadbeenthe ownerof the DynnyrneMill when
it burnt down in 1861(see2.11) and had then beenmanagerof the KensingtonMill at
Glenorchyfor sixteenyears,acquiringit following Hewer's insolvency.In 1877he took
possession
of the stonebuildingin 3 GeorgeStreet(now GladstoneStreet)and convertedit
to a mill capableof turningout five tonsof flour a day. The mill had threepairs of French
burr stones,each3 feet 6 inchesin diameter,and the machinerywas worked by a new
horizontalenginesuppliedby RobinsonBros in Melbourne.A squarechimneystack50 feet
[15m] high was built by one Reynolds,and the millwright was P. Gellie. The mill was
openedfor business
in December.t^
Unfortunatelyfor Peet,he wasto sufferyet anotherlossby fire. On JanuaryL4 1888a fire
broke out about midnight, and althoughthe alarm was quickly given the mill sustained
damageamountingto an estimatedf4000-5000with insurancecoveringonly aboutfl3000.
Although Peetwas the owner of the mill proper,JosephSolomonownedthe part of the
complexwhich wasusedasa store.Therewasa fear that the boiler would explodeuntil the
weightsfrom the valveswereremovedto let the steamescape.Fortunatelythe engineand
boiler escapedseriousdamageas they werein a shedat the back of the mill, but the walls
wereblackenedandthe machinerybrokenandmisshapen.
Somewheatandflour was saved
by carryingit acrossthe roadto anotherbuilding,but the restwaslost. Normanrecalledthat
it burnt for days,"emitting an abominablesmell." By the time of the fire Peethad handed
overthe businessto his sonwho ran themill in partnership
with CharlesWebbasWebb,Peet
& Co., and they did not continue.Soonafterwardsthe Lennox steamlaundry was in the
premisesandlaterJohnstone
Bros& Co."t
The buildingis still therein GladstoneStreet,but muchaltered.
2.18Murdochs' Victoria Mill
The nameof Murdochwasprominentin Hobartbusinesscirclesfor most of the nineteenth
century. In 1840 John Murdoch had establisheda corn-chandlingbusinessand rapidly
becameprosperous.After his deathin 1878 his son John Hugh Germaintook over the
business,
ittrdlaterwentinto partnership
with his brotherJamesto form the firm of Murdoch
Brotherswhich tradedin produce.Milling would havebeenregardedasan extensionof their
interestsin foodstuffs,so it is perhapsnot surprisingthatin the early 1890s,whenotherflour
mills wereclosingdown,theydecidedto opena mill of their own. Perhapswhat is surprising
is the time they choseto do it, althoughthe TasmanianMail was full of praise:"In the
presenttimesof almostuniversaldepression
it is a relief to recordan importantadditionto
our local industries....[The owners] are to be complimentedon the enterprisewhich
promptedthemto lay in this new,extensive,andcostlymachinery."
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The new mill was erectedin their warehouse
in HunterStreet,just down the road from the
CommercialMill (see 2.15). The building had been erectedin 1825 as the ScottishAustralianstore and had had a chequeredhistory since then. It came into the Murdoch
family's handswhen the first JohnMurdochmarriedthe daughterof Mary Germainwho
ownedthe storeat thatstage,andhadbeenusedby him for storageasearlyasthe late 1850s.
The building was ideally placedfor a mill, being closeto both the port and the railway
station,althoughanotherfloor had to be addedalongwith exterioroffices and a chimney
stack.The firm of Robinsonand Sonsuppliedthe 12 pairsof rollers,the compoundtandem
steamengineandotherrequiredmachinery,andthe mill wasoperationalby November1892.
Initially the brotherswerein partnershipwith FredTurner,presumablyrelatedto the Turners
of the Old Mill (see2.1) andableto providethe milling expertise,but by 1896he is no
longermentionedin the ValuationRolls."u
WhenJ.H.G.Murdochgaveevidenceto the SelectCommitteeon InterstateShippingin I9I2
he threw some light on the operationsof the business.The firm imported its wheat,
principallyfrom SouthAustraliabut with somefrom New SouthWales and a little from
Victoria.Interestingly,Murdochpreferredusingsailingshipsto steam;not only wasit more
economical,but "wheatis alwayshandledbetteron a sailingship,andthereis not the hurry
to unloadit andknockit about."The firm exportedoffal andothermill produceandoats."'
However,by 1915the firm had decidedto amalgamate
with its only rival Gibson's,and
shortlyafterwardsall milling was confinedto the MorrisonStreetmill. The Murdochshad
alreadysold the rest of their Old Wharf propertiesto Henry Jonesand,following lossesin
1923,they also sold the mill buildingto him. He convertedthe mill into staff facilities.In
1978the buildingwassoldby Jones-D0andshortlyafterwardsthe groundfloor becamethe
DrunkenAdmiral restaurant.During renovationsseven 44-gallondrums of old grain were
removedbetweenthe first floor and the restaurantceiling. There is nothing else in the
buildingto showits flour-millinghistory."'

2.19Monds & Affleck
After confiningitself to northernTasmaniafor mostof its history,Monds& Affleck in about
1962 decidedto make a move to Hobart and provide direct competitionto Gibsons.
Explainingthat Hobartbiscuitmakerswereusingan increasingamountof Tasmanianflour,
they spentmorethan f200 000 buildinga new mill on Salamanca
Placedirectlyoppositethe
already-builtgrainsiloswhichcouldprovidestorage.Openedin 1962,it wasthe only mill in
Australiawhereshipscould dock and unloadstraightinto grain silosfrom wherethe wheat
wasconveyedpneumatically
into the mill. The existingtin shednext door was usedfor the
productionof stockfeed for a few yearsin the late 1970s,but was closedbecauseof the
smell. Having earlieracquireda controllinginterestin Gibsons,Monds & Affleck moved
Gibson'sflourmillingoperations
to the Salamanca
Placebuildingabout1979.In 1995the
Victorian-based
PivotNutritiontook overHMA Ltd (HolymanMondsAffleck-see 9.1.15)
and thus gainedcontrolof Gibsonstoo. After warningthat the state'sflourmilling industry
was seriouslyover-capitalised,
the new ownersclosedthe Hobartmill on 18 April 1997,so
bringingto an end the historyof flourmilling in Hobart.At the time of its closurethe mill
had eight Robinsonroller mills andcouldproducetwo tonsof flour an hour, or roughlythe
sameasGibson'shadin 1933.Themachinery
hassincebeendispersed."n
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2.20Another Hobart milt?
Thereis one otherplacewherea flour mill may haveoperatedin Hobart,but for which the
evidenceis so poor it is impossibleto be definite.WhenBruford left the first WaterlooMill
in 1830he announced"that he hasremovedfrom the WaterlooMill to the Storesof Mr E
Anstice,Elizabeth-street,
wherehe intendsto receiveCorn and to grind, as heretofore...."
just
Wasthis
a hand-mill,or wastheresomethingmoresubstantial?
Severalmillers alsolater
hadan ElizabethStreetaddress,
includingJohnDean.He wasa baker,so it is quite possible
that the premiseswere mainly a baker's shop. Similarly, in 1858 John Barrett of 163
EhzabethStreetadvisedthat he was retiring andthat his businesshad beenboughtby John
Turner.Both of thesemenweremillers(see2.L3& 2.1)but alsobakers,soitis impossible
to
be surejust what changedhands.Certainlythereis no mentionin the Almanacsor other
sourcesof a mill in ElizabethStreet,so if Bruford did starta mill thereit mostlikely lasted
for only a very briefperiod.He waslesseeat theOld Mill in 1833."0

'
Referredto asOld Mill in HTG 3 Jan1818,p.Zlt. Critic 3 Dec 1920p.213.
t
For Hambly and Duncombe,seeWood, Trish, & Snell,Rick (ed), The Convictand the Carpenter:The
History of Mary Springhamand WilliamHamblyand their Descendanfs,
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file on Nash.Lord: ADB, Vol.2.
Correspondence
'
Sprentsurveymap showingthe locationof the mill is reproducedon p.49 of Button,John,"The Rise and
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EnvironmentalDesign,TCAE, Hobart,L978.LiverpoolStreet HTG 3 Jan1818,p.2ll. UpperCollinsStreet:
Accessfrom MacquarieStreet CT 12 Nov 1833,p.111.
CT 28 April 1826,p.112.
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Nashselling:AOT CSO llt0712597,pp. 66-68.McNeelancesellingto Fisk: AONSW 41433
p.56.
'
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debts:HTG 28 Nov 1818,p.213.CrammondasagencHTG 5 May L82l,p.2lL As owner,and
Motton:I{TG 23 June1821Supp,p.lll. Heany:HTG 29 Sept1821Supp,p.lll.
'
Memorial:HRA III, fV, p.33.Espie& Clark HTG 2 Jan1824,p.412.
'Grinding
rates:HTG 6 Aug 1824,p.413.
For informationon Clark (althoughsomeof the milling detailsare
incorrect),seeG.T. Stilwell, "Mr & Mrs GeorgeCarr Clark of Ellinthorp Hall", THRA, April 1963,Vol 11,
No.3,andhis articleon Clark in theADB Vol. 1.
'o
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pp.66-8.
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leasing:HTC 12Nov 1831,p.313.Bethune:
RossAlmanack1831,p.72.Walkeradverts:CT 12 Nov 1833,
p.lll; HTC 8 July 1836,p.314;HTC 28 July 1843,p.114.
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" Bruford:Ibid, & CT 12 Nov 1833,p.lll. Mannington:HTC 28 July 1843,p.ll4. Butterworth:Spencer,
W.E., "John Grayson,Alias William Butterworth";copyheld in Tasmaniana
Library, pp.95& 98; & HTC 8
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'o
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e.g.Merc25 Feb 1865,p.ll7.1862:Merc 10Dec 1862,p.116.
Boiler:AOT AC 705,No.29.Silk-dressing:
Merc 12 April 1865,p.lll.
" Merc 28 May 1873,p.5/5.New wheel AOT AC 705,No.29.
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" Forcedsale:HTG 19 Oct 1822,p.ll2; & 2 Nov 1822,p.ZlL.Leftcolony:Cobcroft,M.D., op.cit.,p.163.
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AOT CSO Lll5ll3675 p.38.Kerr: I{TG 28 Oct 1826,p.311.
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Bruford:HTG 4 Nov 1826,p.213,
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CT 16Feb 1827,p.414.
Anstice:HTG 25
Aug 1827, p.312.
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Fisk's pipes:HTG 6 April 1822,p.2lL Clark HRA III, IV pp.465-6.
" 1828:IITC 19 July 1828,p.214.Clark'splan:AOT CSO 1129317119,
pp.159-62.
Machinery:HTC 4 Sept
1830,p.313.
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CT l7 Mar 1835,p.8112.
'u
Merc6 Mar L974,p.3,andTMAG Q5860-64.
" Cluk & wife, andsonCharles:ADB Vol 1. Row of shops:G.T. Stilwell,op.cit.,p.91.Warwick mill: also
LE20 July 1865, p.214-5.
Ownedby 1833:AOT CSO 112931167-8.
" Luclrnan'splans:AOT LSD 1/103pp.329-336.
Correspondent:
CT 4 Feb1834,p.3714.
'n
Flood:HTC 18 Mar 1836,p.213.AOT SC 304/1/Folio59: Grantdated27 AprLl,enrolled18 July 1838
No.1093.
'o
FITCl7 DecI84l,p.lll. CT 18Mar 1845,p.312-4.
" Waterloomill to be sold:HTC 2 July 1845,p.315.Otherproperties:HTC 27 Sept1845,p.3l5.Vigar: l84l
VR, & FilA 1 Oct 1850,p.Ll7.Titley:CT 7 June1842,p.112.
Flood:HTC 27 Feb1854,p.3ll-2. Council:CT
29 June1854,p.216.Waterwheels:HTC 4 July 1855,p.312.(Notethatthereis a misprintin this newspaper
article- CollinsSreet shouldreadHarington Street.)Petition:HTC 2 Sept1856,p.216.
" RosinaLuclcnan:Merc 27 June1860,p.414,and 1860VR. Death:Merc 2l Aprll1865,p.2l5.Willcox:
Merc 26Oct1864,p.116.
Merc9 Jan1869,p.ll7. Offeredforlease:
Solderers:
Merc3 June1871,p.1/7;also
22July,12&26 Aug,16SeptandT&28 Oct.Empty1870s:VRs for 1871,1873,
L876,1880.
Smirh:VR
1873,andMerc 13April 1880,p.316.Flooding:Merc 18 Nov 1881,p.313.
" Sorell:HRA III, II p.234.HTG 30 May 1818,p.2lL.
'o
Positionof mill AOT CSO 1120p.142.
Mill race:HRA III, ilI p.323.Seealsomapreproduced
in Moore,
Hobart Town GeneralDirectory, 1847.Troopsonly, completionexpectedin September:Sorell to Macquarie,
HRA III, II p.3M. Alterations:HRA III, III p.560.Yatessuperintendent
HTG l2Dec 1818,p.lll. Macquarie:
HRA III, II p.354.Losing an eye:JaneYatesapplicationfor a land grant,in collectionof Carol Scott.
Emancipation:
HTG 9 Jan1819,Supp,p.ll2.
HTG l2Dec 1818,p.lll. Government
" Guidelines:
mill: HRA III, III p.293.
'u
Yatesreplacedby Rayner:HTG 9 May 1821,Supp.p.4l2.Walker:HTG 21 Sept l822,p.llL Moodie:Merc
23Mar 1874,p.215.
Salary:HTG 13Feb1824,p.lll-2, & CSO 5012p.45.
Suggestion
to rebuild:AOT NP
p.6.Ferguson:AOT CSO 11496110872pp.82-3.
52166,
First reference:
" Description:AOT CSO lll0712597, pp.20A-201.
IITG 4 Feb 1825,p.ll3. Moodie:AOT NP
p.6.Surprise:HTG 24Jane1825,p.213.
52166,
" Offeredfor lease:CT 27 Jan1826,p.lll. Walker:CT I7 Mar 1826,p.113.
Bolting:CT 30 June1826,p.114.
Tendersfor flour: CT 30 June1826,p.11t.
'n
15 000bushels& Moodie:AOT CSO 1,120
p.4. Tenderscalledfor 1 year:HTG 25 Nov 1826,p.tll.
Tenders:AOT CSO 1/20Fisk pp.6-8,Manningtonpp.10& 15-16.New call for tenders:TheTasmanian,6Jan
1827, p.ll2. Walkersurprised,
new tender:AOT CSO ll20 pp.22-3,26-8.Earlierrequestfor boards:AOT
CSO 117911758,p.120.
SuccessfulCT 9 Feb 1827,p.112.
oo
Walker:ibid. Bruford:CT 16 Feb 1827,p.414.
Old mill: CT 1 June1827, p.lll. Millstonesreserved:AOT
CSO 1120p.44.Soldfor f5: Ibid,p.46"Vacant AOT LSD Lll03 p.472"
o'
Dam a problem:AOT CSOlll0712597,pp.200-201.
Tendersfor dam:HTG ZDec L826,p"113"
Walker's
plan:AOT CSO ll79ll7 58 pp.l22-7.Later doubts:Ibid, pp.128,130-2,138-42.
o'
Inspection:AOT CSO 11420,pp.64,67-70.Laterproblem:AOT CSO ll20 p.79.
o'
Extendinglease:AOT CSO 1120p.89.Rayner:op.cit.,pp.101-5,Ll4-6,154-7.
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* AOT
CSO ll20 pp.l32-142,146-7.
n'
Mannington:Ibid, pp.l48-9.Walkerinfonned:Ibid, pp.146-7
. Seealsofor enrolmentof grant.
nu
IIIC 20 Dec 1833,p.213.CT 2L Jan1834,p.2ll3.Ibid, 28 Jan1834,p.30/3.
n'Land:
AOT SC 304/1/Folio59, Book 1 p.148.Sales1836:Royal Societypapers,RS 2012.Cornmerchant:
Baker:Ibid, 15April 1834,p.LL3l3.7pairs:Spencer,
W.E.,"JohnGrayson,Alias
CT 2l Mar 1832,p.112.
William Butterworth,"op.cit.,p.91.Bakehouse:
CT 30 June1840,p.214.Weights:CT 2t April 1848,p.315.
o'Steam
Mill": CT 4 Jan1842,p.ll4.Brewery:Merc 2Oct
engine:HTC 18Mar 1836,p.2l3."Government
p.8.DerwentBrewery:Rayner,op.cit.,p.10,CT 7 June1850,p.414.
1872,p.216,
Using
& AOT NP 52166,
GovernmentMill race:AOT CSO11420pp.67-70,ll20pp.151-2.New brewery:Allport & Robertsto
Pritchard,23Mar 1854,Royal SocietypapersRS 60i11.Thedateis on the building.
nnExamples
formillers:CT 3 May 1842,p.113,
of advertising
& HTC 8 Sept1856,p.316.Monds,T.W.,
Autobiographyof ThomasWilkes M ortds,Launceston,1907,p.29.
'o
Tenders:HTC 4 Mar L842,p.2ll-2. Partnership:
HTC 28 Sept1854,p.314.JohnWalkerto England:HTC
p.314.
14 Jan1854,
ParisExhibition,& Robert'srip: AOT NP 52166,pp.1& 16.New wheel Merc 2Oct
1812,p.216.
Shipwrecks:AOT NP 52166,pp.12,14-16.
Walker'spassage
on both theRoyalStandardandthe
werereportedin LE 1 Jan1870,p.3.
Schomberg
Vernon,F'.A.&
" Walkersnr:Merc 23Mu 1874,p.2l\.Walkerjnr: Ibid, 2OctL876 Supp,p.3lT.Whitehead:
TasmanianHistorical
Sprod,M.N., The WhiteheadLetters:TasmanianSocietyand Politics 1872-1882,
p.107& 110.Widow:Merc21 Sept1876,p.112
Research
Association,1991,
& 5 Mar 1877p.ll3. Toan:
(unsorted).
papers
Later
lessees:
1935:
Merc
11
1936,p.513.
Housebuilt 1852:
Walker
VRs.
Jan
QVMAG
AOT NP 52166,p.9.Fire: Dallasto Linge2 Aug 1966,in DallasPapers,I-IT516/1-3.Demolished:Merc 20
Mar 1954,p.16. Cascade:McConnell,Anne, & Servant,Nathalie, TheHistory andHeritageof the Tasmanian
Apple Industry:A Profile, QueenVictoria Museum& Art Gallery, 1999.
" New Mill: HTG 2 Sept1820,p.lll.Local stones:IITG 23 Sept1820,p.4ll.
" Location:The sitesurveyis printedin Button,op.cit,plate5. Yatesselling:AOT SC 285/Report50 testimonyof CatherineBlay,p.6. Teddercontinues:HTG 26May l82L,p.ll3. CatherineTedder:HTG 5 Oct
1822,Suppp.ll2, & AOT SC 285/Report50 p.6.Blay: HTG 20 Aug 1824,p.412.Mannington:HTG 17 June
1825,p.414;
HTC 19 Aug L826,Suppp.213.Windmill: HTG ZDec 1826,p.L14.
'o
MilL IITG 11 Aug 1827, p.212.Dressingmachinecompleted:HTG 15 Sept 1827, p.4ll. Sellingequipment:
HTC 24lan1829,p.ll2.
FffC 12Jan1828,p.213;ibid5June1830,p.ll2.Newmachinery:
For auction:IIIC 6 Oct 1843,p.314.Dixon: CT 25
" L834& 35: Melville's VanDiemen'sInnd Almanacks.
Jan1845,p.ll4.
'u
HTG 4 Feb 1825,p.113.CT 7 Nov 1843, p.ll3;5 June1844,p.ll2;25 lan 1845,p.ll4;30 April
Jackson:
1847,p.lll. Turner:Ibid 17Aug 1849,p.113;
ibid 31 Dec 1850,p.116.
Merc 23May 1855,p.ll3-4. Steam:Merc
" Brown:CT 7 Oct 1851,p. ll. Floods:HTC 23Mu 1854,p.214-5;
2lMay 1859,p.313.Auction:Merc27 Aug1859,p.3/8.
" Turnerto 198:Merc 24 Alg 1859,p.317.Leasingthemills: Merc 1 Sept1860,p.412.Exampleof Turner
Rowntree:Merc 9 Nov l8l2,p.Ll3. Offices:Maning'sPostOffice
advertising:Merc 1 April 1874,p.117.
Directory1881-2.Floods:Merc 18 Nov 1881,p.216.1932:IllustratedTasmanian
Mail,l Dec 1932.Rayner,
op.cit.,p.8.
Ibid, 23 Nov 1822, p.ll3. Wooden:AOT
" First mention:HTG 17 Aug 1822,p.212.Rayner'sannouncement:
p.45.
Positiondeducedfrom de Sainson,andAllport photoof mills c.1858,reproducedin
CSO llL0Ll2433
plate
Button,op.cit.,
7.
uo
Gov't: HTG 29 Apnl 1825,p.2ll-2. Race:mapof allonnentsof Birch's estate,in possession
of Kevin
Green.1829notice:HTC 17 lan 1829,p.LlL.1832:CT 7 Aug 1832, p.315.Auction:CT 12 Jan1836,p.l0l4,
&HTC 26Feb 1836,p.313.Privatesale:HTC 18Mar 1836,p.3ll. Sheriff:ZDec1836,p.Zll.
u'Mann:
McRobie:
CT 10Jan1837,p.l1/3.Sale1838:HTC 30 Mar 1838,p.316.
Ocu 5 October1838,p.316.
Barton:CT 7 July 1840,p.t14.
CT 20 Aug 1839,p.26613.
u'Ralmer
& Farnfield:HTC 11 Mar 1842,p.313.
Solomon:CT 29 Aug 1843,p.1/5.Dissolved:HTC 2 Sept
1842,p.Ill. Winter:HTC 23 Dec 1842,p.ll6.
u'l{fc 16Feb lg4H,,p.ll4.
* Farnfield:HTC 12
HTC 31 Mar 1847,p.313;
July l}M,p.ll2; CC 1 Feb 1845,p.316.Pescodd:
CT 20 Nov
p.415;ibid, 13 June185L,p.116.
1,849,
Cowgill VR 1847,& CT 24Ian 1851,p"ll5. McRobie,andsale:CT 4
Feb 1854,p.3/5.Searleleaving:Merc 7 Aug 1858,p.ll1 . t862lease:M17 Jan1862,p.814.
Remainder:VRs.
Fulton,1865:VRs 1860,65.
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u'
vR 1865,1872.1870:
Merc2 April 1870,p.417.1881:
Ibid,5 Feb1gg1,p.ll6. 1g36:Merc11Jan1g36,p.g.
Remainder:Rayner,op.cit.,p.24.
uu
Britain: Bennett,R., & Elton,J.,Historyof CornMilting Vot.l - Handstones,
Slave& CattleMills,London,
1899,reprintedWakefield,Yorkshire,1973,pp.225-230.
Firstmoves:CT 25 Nov 1825, p.4ll-2. Atso HTC 2
Feb 1827,p.314.
First time: Ibid 6 July 1827,p.314.
Walker:AOT CSO 1/105pp.48-50.Convicrsemployed:
HRA III, VII p.300.
u'Commissariafi
Burn,David,A Pictureof VanDiemen'sLand,Hobart,lgT3,first publishedin theColonial
Magazine1840-41,
p.46.Sentences:
CT 3 May 1836,p.15212;17
Nov 1840,p.713.3%bushels
andnorin
favour:I{TC 16 Feb 1828.
u'Complaints:
CT 3 Aug 1831,p.312.
Tenders
called:HTC 17 Oct1834,p.2ll,&t4Nov 1834,p.211.
o'Breakdowns:
AOT CSO50/10pp.44-45,& Clarklztterbook,g luly 1843.Fire:TrueColonist,4qan1839,
p.7. 7847:AOT CON 10313
p.7.
'o
Superintendent's
Reportin sir w. Denison'sdespatch30 April 1847.
" Reportof the Superintendent
of the Convict Establishment,
HobartTown, 19 Jan 1854.
" Application to govemment:Van Diemen'sLand InterestGroup,Hobart Excursion Lgg1,26thJuly lgg1,
p.2. Amap showingWalker's granton the wharf is alsoreproducedin this book. Orderfor engine,building
plans:CT 18 May 1827,p.312&25 Muy,p.3l3.Fannto let HTG 17Feb 1827,p.ll4.Ourstanding
debrs:CT
6 April 1827,p.112.
" Materials:HTC 1 Mar 1828,p.2l4.Rapidprogress:IITC 14Feb l82g,p.4l2.Completed:
HTC 18 July
t829,p.314.
'o
ColonialTimes:2l Feb 1829,p.312.Arrival: CT 11 June1830,p.3lL.Arbitration,Norval:HTC 3 July 1830,
p.2/2.Enginein motion:8 Oct 1830,p.72711.
Leaking,andremainder:RossAlmanackfor1831,pp.89-90.
CosLNS 52165,7lan 1831.
" House:seeNS 52l65,passim.
Dry summer:CT 25 Sept1838,p.3llll.Granil AOT RD 1/1,p.l47.Clark,
engine1894:Merc 12 Sept1894,p.3l6.Fire:Mclaren, Alex, "AlexanderClark (1809-1894):
Colonial
Engineer",in Winter,Gillian (ed),Tasmanian
Insights:Essays
in Honourof GeoffieyThomasStilwell,
Hobart"1992,p.139.
'u
Soap:CC 10 June1843,p.3 col6. Cleburne:
HTC 17 Oct!846,p.112,
& CT 14 Aug lg4g,p.3col 3. 1858,
1891:Hudspeth,A., & Scripps,L., SullivansCoveHistoricalResearch:
HunterSr,1988,pp. 9, ll,16.
" Applicationfor land:AOT LSD lll03 p.372.Scott'sresidence:
CT 27 Oct 1840,p.2l2.Announced:HTC 19
June1835,p.215.
Erected:
Ibid, 18Mar 1836,p.213.
" 1836:CT 27 December:CT 2 April 1839,p.ll}l3. Mid-40s:Clarkto CRE, 17 April 1g45,in Brand,Ian
(ed), "Letterbookof AlexanderClark", held at Port Arthur Historic Site.The original is in AOT.
'n
1846:HTC 18Feb 1846,p.315.
Green:CC 25 Sept1858,p.7l2.Arnold:Merc 14ocr 1g65,p.llT.Glenora:
Reid: ThelllustratedTasmanianMaiL1 Dec lg3z.Remainder:vRs.
'o
Hooper,BeverleyJ., "PeterDegraves:PioneerTasmanian
Industrialist(1821-1852)",
unpublished
BA
(Hons)thesis,universityof Tasmania,1969,pp.l-2,7-9.
TheHope:AoT NP 52166.Brother-in-law:Merc 11
Jan1936,p.8/1.
*t
Hooper,op.cit.,pp.11,"!.5,lg, 21,24.
" For the buildingof the aqueduct,
deathof Mclntosh& the caseof Wright, seeAOT CSO 5lll3l154l, pp.6183. Warningletters& wheeldamage:Ibid, pp.50-55.Courtcases:CT 22 Dec 1835, p.40814&. 29 Dec
p.4l5l4;9 Feb 1836,p.5611;
and25Sept1838,pp.310-311.
" Turbineannounced
& Robertson:CT 27 lan 1835,pp.30-31.Dam andreservoir:plan in AOT CSO
5lll3l254l,pp.6l-73.Mid-1836:HTC 13May 1836,p.214.
'o
HTC 29Ian 1841,p.212-3.Murray:
AOT CSO 51nan541,p.107.1838:
CT 25 Sept1g3g,p.31014.
" f,15:Hooper,op.cit.,p.37.Flood:AOT CSO 8lgll47 pp.Ti-a3. Henryadvertising:
e.g.CT3 Dec 1g39,
p.38514.;7
Nov 1848,p.313.H&C Degraves:
lbid,23 July 1852,Suppp.2l6.Steammill:HTC l1Dec 1849,
p.215;cr 26 June1844,p.314.
PeterDegraves'will dated26 April1g52.
'u
Snell:Griffiths,Tom (ed),TheLife andAdventures
of EdwardSnell,1988,p.377.Controversyin lg40s:
HTC 19Nov l844',p3fl-4;and26Nov 1844,p.312-3.
Cf : Mar 1848,p.411-4:15
Sept1848,pp.2-3.
Woodenmill: Merc 1 Oct 1872,p.216-7.
Ring'splan is in LC Journal1845,paperNo.6.
" Peter'sdeath:HTC 3 Jan1853,p.214.Henry'srCT 16May 1854, p.3l2.Wilson:Merc 1 Oct lB7Z,p.216,&
Bennett,Scott& Bennett,Barbara BiographicalRegisterof the TasmanianParliament185l-1960, Canbena,
1960,p.169.William: ADB, Vol.4. Charles'death:Merc 30 Nov 1874,Soppp.3/4.John,& no Degraves
sons:Vernon,F.A & Sprod,M.N., op.cit.,p.1,74.
" Syndicate,1884:Merc 1 Jan1884,Supp.tr885:AOT AC 705,No.63"
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of survivingbuildingwith an 1870
Mail,1 Dec 1932.Steammill: comparison
" Lg32:IllustratedTasmanian
lithographof the mill, reproducedasPlate60 in Craig,Clifford, More OldTasmanianPrinfs, Launceston,
1984.
no
Secondmill: HTC 19 June1835,p.215.Baker:CT 20 Oct 1840,p.214.Britain:SeeHills, RichardL., Power
Universitypress,pp.ll-24. Horizontal:HTC, 18
Cantbridge
fromWind: A History of WindmillTechnology,
Ibid, 13May 1836,p.214.
newmillplanned:
Mar 1836,p.2l3.Failure,
Insolvent,auction:CT 22
Supplyingflour: Ibid,29 Nov 1836,p.409-410.
" 1837:CT 18 July 1837, p.21212.
p.Ll4.Frith photo:TMAG
Nov
1840,
Sept1840, p.213.BathurstSu lbid, 21 Sept1841,p.llL. Fisher:Ibid,24
Angus,Max,op.cit.,p.l2l.
De Wesselow:
Q1996.S1.3.
n'For
W.E., "JohnGrayson,Alias William Butterworth,'o
lease:CT 24 Jan1843,p.316.Butterworth:Spencer,
Fulton:Hand-writtennoteon thereverse
op.cit.,p.95.84 Macquarie:VR 1853,cf CT 18 July 1837,p.21212.
Auction:HTC 15 July 1853,p.315,& 4 Aug,p.2lL Luckman:Merc24 htly 1860,p.317.
of AOT 3013701.
Scripps,Lindy, TheIndustrialHeritageof Hobart: I. Historical Study,(draft),HobartCity Council, 1995,
p.24.Neverworkedagain:VRs.
" Demolished:On backof AOT 3013701.
no
Subdivision:AOT LSD 1/801345.
n'Location Murray:DepositeddeedNo.713,1841,Registryof Deeds,Hobart.Distillery site:Rayner,
&
Sale:HTC 24May
& 1835:RossAlmanacks.
p.29.
Garrettleaving:CT 17 Jan1837,p.1912.1833
op.cit.,
& auction:HTC 28
Insolvency
p.313.
Deed
713.
Vigar
boughL
22Feb
1839,
1839,p.313.Waterrights:HTC
p.llL.
1855,
14
Nov
May 1841, p.314.Murray'shouseat Dynnyrne:CT
'u
Steam:
to DynnyrneMill: CT 27 Oct 1846,p.2ll.1874:Merc22May 1874,p.214.
Deed713.Firstreference
Port
Arthur
held
(ed),
at
Clark",
Alexander
"Letterbook
of
Clark to CRE, 17 April 1845,in Brand,Ian
HTC 14 April 1856,Supp.1860:VR.
HistoricSite.Auction:HTC 2May 1857,p.315.1856:
n'Fire:
LE 12 Oct 1861,p.512,& 17Oct,p.5/1.Bedford:CC20 May 1865,Suppp.413.Burt: Merc28 May
Wilson:Ibid, 8
factory:Merc22May 1874,p.214.
L870,p.Ll6.Forsale:Merc 22Jan1872,p.4l6.Woo1len
May 1878,p.413.Not in use:AOT AC 705No.345.
deed
Driscoll:Deposited
e.g.HTC 16Feb 1841,p.314.
" Auction:HTC 28 May 1841,p.314.Firstinsolvency:
HTC 10Dec 1845,p.314.
no.713,Registryof Deeds.2ndinsolvency:
n'For
Clean:CT 6 Nov 1849,p.415.
HTC 4Mu 1848,p.315.
sale:CT 6 May 1845,p.111.1848:
'oo
Bonemill CT ll Jan1851,Suppp.214.Another:Ibid, 19May 1853, p.315.Price:Merc 24Dec 1855,
p.3l3.InsolventHTC 16 Oct 1856,p.315.J. GeorgeWinter:VRs.For sale:Merc21 Nov 1860,p.416;19Nov
VRs.
Newman:Ibid,22 Feb 1865,p.116.1870s:
1862,p.814.
'o'
blocks:Kevin Greenpers.com. 8 April 1999.
Sandstone
'o'Grant 1827:AOT LSD lll0l298-99.Rayner,op.cit.,p.37.Forcedsale:CT 4 Aug 7826,p.114.
Stokell:
&
p.68.
Map in AOT CSO5111312541,
Ibid, 17Oct 1828,p.ll4. Degraves:
'o'HTC 18Aug 1843,p.315;19
Nov L84,p.313,&28 Oct 1846,p.413.
'* 1834: 16Dec 1834,p.39812.
HTC 18Mar 1836,p.2l3.CT22 Mar 1836,p.103/1.Height
Description:
CT
Englishwindmills:Dolman,Peter,"BygoneMills: High Mill,
andthickness:Merc.28 May 1873,p.312-3.
Southtown,GreatYalrnouth,"in Mill News:TheNewsletterof theMilIs Sectionof the Societyfor the
Protectionof AncientBuildings,Jan1999,pp.L2-14.
'o'Newly
Merc. 28
erected:HTC 17 Dec 1841,p.1/1.Frankland:QVM 1984M731. Sails& old-fashioned:
Hull, 1984,
Munro
Hugh
of
reminiscences
House:
the
May 1873, p.312-3.HulL Andel,Lucille Y ., Clerkof the
p.50.
'ou
dated5 June1846&23 July 1849,citedin Rowntree,
InsolyenrHTC 30 Aug 7845,p.315.Conveyances
by the Adult EducationBoardof Tasmania,1968,p.59.
Amy, BatteryPoint Todayand Yesterday,pubtished
LE 15
HTC 26 Jily 1845,p.315.Cowgill:Ibid, & I{TC 23 Sept1848,p.315.Description:
Hewittconveyance:
1938,p.105.Not sold:HTC 24 Sept
Sept1855,p.516-7.Norman,L, PioneerShippingof Tasmania,Hobart,
1 8 5 5p, . t l l .
'o'
Merc. 28May L873,p.312.Position:Australasian
Steam:Merc 29 Oct 186L,p.317.Tank & passage:
Lease:Ibid, 10Nov 1864,p.116.
15
Merc
June186/',p.117.
dissolved:
Partnership
Sketcher,lOMay 1879.
Ibid,
1866,p.216.Description:
Aug
p.317
Ibid,25
Died:
p.112,
1861,
.
29
Oct
&
Grinding:Ibid, 30 Aug 1865,
27 Mar 1867, p.Il7 .
'o'Farnfield:Ibid, 6 Feb 1868,p.ll7. Seealsohis printedgrindingratesin papersat the Swansea
Bark Mill.
p.ll2"
Ibid,
30 Nov
l8M"
Grueber:
12
HTC
Ju.ly
p.ltl.
Farnfield's
son:
Greenas
Green:Merc. 11 April 1868,
218.
1868,p.ll2; andhis memoirsin UT DX19/F
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'o'

A., & Suipps,L.,
1875:Merc26 Nov 1875,p.416.1878:
Ibid, 5 Mar 1878,pp.112
&216.Pike:Hudspeth,
BatteryPotnt Historical Research,NationalEstateGrantsprogram,1990,p.46.Nephew:Thelllustrated
TasmanianMail l Dec 1932.
"o Grubb& plea:Merc 5 Oct 1883.Demolition:Rowntree,Amy, op.cit.,p.60.Norman,L, PioneerShipping
1938,pp.105-6.View: Merc28 May 1873,p.313.
of Tasmania,Hobart,
Mail,l Dec 1932.Bill Fosterpers.comm.1 April 2000.
"' 2 houses:ThelllustratedTasmnnian
Butterworth:
W.E.,"John
Spencer,
"'Meeting: CT 30 June1840,p.313.Obituary:Merc 12 Sept1894,p.316.
op.cit.,pp.91& 93.
Grayson,Alias William Butterworth,o'
VR for 1891.Green'sadvertisements:
e.g.CT 18 June
"'Ibid, p.g4.Green,newmill: CT 14Aug 1846,p.211.
1847,p.2l3."Commercial":I{tC 10Feb 1855,p.216.
"o July 1847:CT 18June1847,p.213.Mrs Clark 1853VR. Owner:HTC 5 April 1856,p.312.Searle:Merc7
Aug 1858,p.ll7.Remainder:
CC 9 Sept1863,p.715.
Clark AOT AC 705,no.3.
"'Retired: Merc 3 July 1865,p.212.Mercury:9 Dec 1872,p.217.
"o 1873:VR. 1881:Maning'sPostOfficeDirectory.Fire:Merc22 Nov 1890,Supp.p.1/5.
"' 1900,1903:VRs.Norman,L, Hauntsof theBlueWhale,Habwt,L978,p.54.
"' Gibsonhistory:TasmnnianNews,29Nov 1905,& BryanGibsonpers.com11 Dec 1996.1864:Merc 2L
of GregHinde.Accidenl LE 7 Dec 1871, p.213.
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CHAPTER THREE
NEW TOWN AND GLENORCHY

3.1 New Town Rivulet
3.L.1 NashtsMilt
Very little is known of this mill. Oneof the key accountsis in Bent's Tasmanian
Almanack
for 1829where,in describingeventsin 1816,he writes:"Greatfall of rain (similarto the one
experienced
in 1809,whenNash'smill at New-townwascarriedaway)...."RobertNashhad
beeninvolvedwith milling on Norfolk Island,andafter that initial settlementwas abandoned
he arrivedin Van Diemen'sLandin October1808,andapparentlygot quickly to work. New
Town wasthe arcawherefree settlershadbeengrantedthe first farmsandwheremanyof the
Norfolk Islandershad land so it would have seemeda good idea to have a mill there.
However,Bentmusthavemadea mistakewith the dateasthe mill wascertainlvstill therein
early1810.In January1810Lieutenant-Governor
Collinswrote:
The BearerRobertNashhassincehis arrivalat this Settlement
from Norfolk Island
uniformlyconducted
himselfwith Proprietyandhasbeenan assiduous
and diligent
Settler,constanfly
employed
in Agriculture,
otrdhaslatelyincurredveryheavyexpenses
andcontracted
manyDebtsin orderto erecta Mill whichwhencompleted,will be of
infinite Service to this Settlement.'

Fortunatelysomedetailsof the operationof this mill arefound in a letter his friend William
Maum wrote to Nashin April 1810while the latterwasin Sydney.Asthis is the key source
it is worth quotingat length:
I am sorry to inform you that the Mill projectdoesnot seemto answerall the
expectations
formedof it, asat presenttheygrindbut little havingno headof Water....
Whetherthe damleals or not you will be bestableto determine
on your Return.Mr
Clarke has drawn ftom J. Lord upwards of f25A on his Share of the Mill, and no person
but himself knows the expenditure of a Shilling of it - and likewise the Toll of what is
ground, which should go to pay Mr. Lord, is generally expended.Mr. Lord has not as yet
received a Shilling, but your account with Government for work - therefore you may
plainly see,that I acted right in not attending on any account to the Mill, as my presence
on your behalf might countenanceClarke's proceedings.... I have drawn out and have
ready your acct (sic) against the Mill which amounts to f290 independent of your own
Labour, Iem's(?) or the work you performed before you joined with Clarke - and your
f290 is upon any just calculation equal to 800f, (sic) issued by Lord for Clarke.

From this it is clearthat Nashhad beguna mill on his own, but had thenjoined with John
Clarke who was now operatingthe mill while Nash was in Sydney.The mill was being
financedby JamesLord, the emancipistwho waslater to financethe Old Mill for Nashon
Hobart Town Rivulet (see 2.L). Clarke had arrived on the Calcutta with Collins, and
sentencedfor life. It is unlikely that Nashfound any problemswith him as they were still
partnerswhentheycontractedto build theold Mi[.'?
The locationof Nash'smill is of interestbut difficult to determineexactly.However,a clue
is given in a letter from the ReverendKnopwoodto Nashwritten in February.He wrote that
one Nichols had complainedthat Nashhad takenin someof his land, but after a meeting
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agreedto "give up all claimsto the Mill andthe Waterbeingpermittedto passthroughhis
ground." Nichols is William Nichols, one time Superintendent
of Carpenters,who had
arrivedwith Collins andbeengiven a grantof 100acreson andto the southof New Town
Rivulet.Therewerefour similargrantsmadein December1805and from eastto westthey
were given to ThomasIssel (whoseland was boundedon the eastby the DerwentRiver),
ThomasHayes,Henry Hayesand William Nichols. Nash had presumablybought Henry
Hayes'land andcut a mill racethroughNichols' allotment,which would meanit wasquite a
bit upstreamfrom the main road which ran throughThomasHayes' land. However,it is
possiblethatthe mill racecontinuedon to ThomasHayes'land.Hayeswasa millwright who
later built at leasttwo mills at Bagdad(see5.I.2), and plannedto havea mill on his New
Town propertyashe calleditMill Farm.In 1807a roadwasmadethroughHayes'farm, with
a bridge over the rivulet, so this would be a convenientplace for a mill. Interestingly,
Nichols'daughterMargaretmarried
ThomasHayesjnr, althoughnot until 1814.(It is alsoan
intriguing coincidencethat Hayes' Mill Farm was grantedto him on the very day Collins
requested
millstonesandotherequipment
for a mill - see1.1).'
Nash'sfirst mill was not a success.As well as the problemwith the dam mentionedby
Maum,it is clearthat the debtto Lord waswolrying, at leastasfar asMaum wasconcerned.
"Respectingyour bullocksworkingfor Governmentat Norfolk [Island],"he wrote," I would
adviseyou to memorialthe Governoron that head,andif you could get paid for the mill at
Norfolk it wouldclearyou with Mr. Lord, who I very muchwish waspaid."Finally,the mill
was destroyedin a flood, presumablyin winter 1810.NashandClarkegaveup the site as a
badjob andmovedto buildtheold Mill in HobarrTown(see2.1).
There is a later seriesof tantalisingland transfersfor Mill Farm. On 30 June 1813John
Murray sold to ThomasKent for f600 the property"commonlycalledby the nameof Mill
Farm...granted...to Tho Hayes...together
with every descriptionof building erected
thereon...."Six monthslater Kent transferredthe land to EdwardLord andWilliam Collins
for f700, andjust oneday laterthey soldit to ThomasMcNeelance
for the sameprice.Both
McNeelanceand the partnershipof Lord and Collins were interestedin mills (see2.1) and
they may havebeeninterestedin somemilling equipmenton the site, or perhapsin starting
up a mill there.Nothingfurtheris known,exceptfor the fact that in June1815ThomasKent
againownedthe land and took out a mortgagewith JamesLord and his partnerThomas
Clarke,usingMill Farmassecurity.Thesignificanceof all thesetransactions
is impossibleto
determineat this stage.o
Thereis oneotherpossiblereference
to this mill. In the 1862ValuationRoll FrederickVigar,
ownerof theAlbion Mill (Calder's- see3.1.3),is alsolistedasowning"partof old mill" on
oneacrewith an annualvalueof f6, andthis mighthavebeentheremainsof Nash'smill--<r
it might havebeenthe first mill built by Calder.

3.1.2Nichols'mill
The only referenceto this mill is thefollowingsentence
from Maum'sletterto Nash:
Nichols is erecting a Mill, and his dam is completely flnished, Mr. Loane advancing
f,300, which when flnished will injure you most materially, ns many people grumble
which would not be the Casehad you been here"
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This letterwaswrittenon 30 April 1810.It is possiblethatNicholsdid not get muchfurther
beforethe flood destroyedhis damandany mill buildinghe hadbeenableto erect.He was
laterto moveto ClarencePlainsandbuild a windmill (see6.1.2).

3.1.3Gatehousets
Mill
It was probably anotherfifteen yearsbefore the next mill was built on the New Town
Rivulet, althoughthe exact date is difficult to determine.It was part of a complex of
buildingserectedby GeorgeGatehouse,
an emancipistwho had servedhis sentence
in New
SouthWales and returnedto Englandbeforeemigratingto Van Diemen'sLand in 1815.
After a successful
foray into mercantilebusiness
in association
with A.F. Kemphe retiredto
a property,variouslycalledNew Farm or Greenleas,
he had boughton the northernside of
the New Town Rivulet and establisheda houseand brewery,both of which are still there at
15 HamelStreet.The brewerywasnot successful,
asby the endof the decadehe claimedto
havespentf 12000 with only low returns.t
At somestageGatehouse
decidedto build a flour mill betweenhis houseandthe rivulet.The
damwas built on the westernsideof the Main Roadprobablyjust below MossPark Drive.
The racethencameundertheMain Roadandinto a largerectangular
millpondat the western
endandsouthernsideof whatis now HamelStreet.The mill wascertainlytherein 1829,the
date of publicationof Widowson'saccountwhich referredto Gatehouseas "an extensive
miller and brewer,"but could well havebeenin existencesomeyearsearlier.A storebook
belongingto Gatehouse
beginsin February1826and containssuch items as: amountsof
wheat or meal suppliedby or to clients;amountsof wheat credited,dressedand stored;
quantitiesof meal on hand; numberof bushelsof wheat addedor taken from store; and
supply of bran or rubble to the grooms,stockkeepers
or clients.Theseitems could well
belongto a miller, but alsoto someone
keepinggoodsto provideto his workforce.u
In 1831Gatehouse
was one of severallandownerswho noticedwith alarmthat Arthur had
authoriseda water schemefor Hobart which involved diverting water from New Town
Rivulet.Work had alreadybegunon the diversionwhenGatehouse
andthe othersprotested
that therewould not be enoughwaterin summerto operatethe mill andbrewery,or provide
waterfor agriculture.In early L832Arthur finally calledoff the plan as it was obviousthat
duringthatsummertherivulethadhadtoo poora supply.'
Gatehousedied in 1838,aged60. A few yearslater his lawyer, RobertPitcairn,wrote to
RodericO'Connor:
Fewpersonscouldbe moregenerally
regretted
thanMr G. was,asan old & respected
merchant, and a kind-heafied worthy man. Immediately after his death, all kinds of
unpleasantreports were circulated respecting the state of his affairs. But these I think are
succeededby others of a more favourable character, and although there must be some
difficulty and delay in winding up business,the result I have little doubt will be much
more favourable than was at flrst supposed.

The propertyremainedwith his widow Edith, althoughit was her nephewG.F. Read(who
hadearlierownedthe Old Mill--*ee2.1) who administered
it. In early 1839the propertywas
advertisedfor let with the mill being describedas being "in a most excellentsituationfor
business;the whole of the machineryis in good repair,but the building requiressome
repairs,which the tenantwould be expectedto do." The mill damwasseveraltimesreferred
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to, asprovidingwaterfor irrigationto the orchardandextensivegarden,andto the brewery
andmalthouse.'
The propertywaslet to CaptainRichardJacombR.N. who in February1840advertisedfor a
miller, andthenin Marchannounced
thatthe New Town Flour Mill wasreadyfor grinding.
That sameyeara new bridgewasbuilt over the creekandthe approaches
had to includean
archto go overthe mill race.Cheyne,the Directorof PublicWorks,optimisticallypresumed
that "the Roadwasin existencebeforethe Race,if so it appearsto me the work mustfall on
Mr. Jacomb."However,thedecisionwasmadethatthe Governmentmustpay.But from then
on Jacombhad a seriesof difficulties.In 1841his watersupplywasinterruptedandthe man
responsiblewas John Dunn, who ownedthe land on the westernside of the Main Road
throughwhich the mill race flowed. The following year Jacomb'sbeer was of suchpoor
qualitythathe suedAlexanderCalderwho wasbuildinga flour mill furtherup the creek(see
3.1.3).Jacombclaimeddamages
of f2000, but he lost the casewhenit was shownthat the
maltstershouldnot have attemptedto make malt in January.The Attorney -General,on
behalfof Calder,felt that "Mr. Jacombhavingbeenbroughtup to the sea,it was a pity that
he shouldleavehis professionto dive into a modeof makingmoneywith which he wasnot
thoroughlyacquainted,and must thereforeleave the responsibilityto his underlings."A
crucialwitnesswas:
[a]n eccenftic little man...who announcedhimself as "dearly loving" a glass of good
beer land who] stated that he had several times tried to drink Mr Jacomb's, but had
found it so bad that he determined on brewing for himself. . .and invariably used the
water coming ftom Mr. Calder's premises, and had always been successful in his malt
achievements.

In 1845Jacombaskedunsuccessfully
for therentof f269 to be reduced.'
After Jacombmovedto Geelongin 1848the propertywasseveraltimesofferedfor leaseand
finally sale.In May 1848the propertywas boughtby John Mezger,the wealthypublican
from the Bird-in HandHotel in Argyle Street,andthe Hobart TownGazetteconsideredthat
the f,3800he hadpaidwasa bargainprice.MezgeremployedJonathonWatsonasmiller, but
in August he advertisedthe whole of the propertyfor let. The very detaileddescription
includedthe following:
The mill-wheel,which is 25 feet in diameter,is suppliedftom the sffeamwith an
abundance
of waterat all seasons,
drivingtwopairsof first classburrstones,
in excellent
orderfor work,-a malt-mill,anda flourdresser.
The first floor of the malt-house,120feet [36m] by 28 feet t8.5ml, wasusedasthe granary.
A steamengineon the premisesapparentlywasusedonly for thebrewery.'o
It appearsthat Mezgerwas unableto let the property;certainlythe flour mill which had
"beenput in completerepair" was advertisedmany times.Finally he took a partnerin the
Bird-in Hand,andbuilt a bonemill at New Town which he openedat the endof 1849.After
Mezger'sdeathin 1854,the estatewasofferedfor let andthe bonemill at leastcontinuedto
work. From 1862theflour mill wasworkingandperhapshadbeenreopenedby JohnMezger
jnr, who announcedthat "his flour mill is in first rate working order, and that he is now
preparedto undertakegrist work, andto supplyflour, branandsharpsof the bestquality....
The chargefor grindinganddressing
wheatwill be sixpence
per bushel[our italics]...."It is
impossibleto determinehow long the flour mill continuedto work after this. An I874
advertisement
for bone dust doesgive buyersthe option of paying in wheat,which may
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indicatethat the flour mill was still working. No further referencesto it havebeenfound in
thenewspapers,
althoughMezgercontinuedto advertisethebonemill up to at least1880."
The mill looks dilapidatedin the severalpaintingsof the mill madearoundthe turn of the
century, including ones by A. Henry Fullwood and FrederickMcCubbin. From these
paintingsit is clearthatthemill wasbuilt largelyof brick. Its subsequent
historyis unknown.
The housewasbadlyburnt about1908,andit is possiblethat the mill wasso badly damaged
at that time that it waspulleddown.A wall remainsnearthe creekwhich could well be part
of the mill, as someyearsago therewas a very deephole in front of it, possiblyfrom the
wheelpit. The millpond continuedin existencefor many yearsand was usedfor the local
marketgardensat leastuntil the 1920s.Tracesof the line of the millracecanbe found on the
westernsideof theMain Road."

3.1.4Calder'sAlbion Milt
AlexanderCalder'smill wasbuilt in 1841-3on thenorthernsideof the rivuletat whatis now
80 CreekRoad.Beforeit wasevenoperating,however,Calderwasin strife over his dam.In
March 1842Jacombsuedhim for f2000, chargingthat the waterbackedup behindthe dam
as far as Regan'stannery(which was aboutthe locationof the presentGerrardStreet)and
thus pollutedthe supply of water to Jacomb'sbreweryfurther downstream(see3.1.3).
Although Calderwon the case,his lawyer describinghim as an "honest,industriousand
...persecuted"man, the dam and a bridge were destroyedanywayas they were built on
governmentlanFthe OrphanSchoolproperty- without permission.It was another21
monthsbeforeCalder'smill wasoperating;no doubttherewassomedifficulty in organising
anothersite for the dam.It is quite possiblethat at his secondattemptCalderdammedthe
creekabovethe tannery,as the tracesof the racestill to be seenhigh on the hill abovethe
mill site would haverequireda dam considerablyhigherup the rivulet. It may havebeen
necessary
to begina newmill buildingtoo.Whenthe mill wasauctionedin 1851(seebelow)
the mill wason 7Yzacres,but by 1862the new ownerhadthe mill on 6Vzacres,plus oneacre
with "part of Old Mill." It is possiblethatthis latterwasthe remainsof Calder'sfirst attempt,
althoughit mightalsoreferto Nash'smill (see3.1.1)."
Finallyin December1843Calderwasableto advertise:
Albion Mill, New Town Creek:The public arerespectfully
informedthat the above
Mill is now open to Grind and Dress Flour for the accommodation
of the
neighbourhood, or any other grain that may be required to be cracked; the proprietor
having at great expensefurnished superior French burr stones, and every other requisite
of the best and most substantialmaterials, and an experiencedmiller.

By 1846an Albion Mills Storehadbeenestablished
at the Old Wharf in HobartTown to sell
flour, but by October1847R. Walkerwasadvertisingthe mills for let.'o
In 1851they were put up for auctionand describedin somedetail in the advertisement,
which washeaded"Calder'sWater-mill,New Town Rivulet,with about7VzAcresof Land"
and which mentionedas well the "Dwelling-houseand extensivePremises"on the land
which wasboundedby the estatesof W. Rout,JohnReganandS. Blackwell:
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Themill machinery
consists
of-A largewater-wheel,
with castiron axle;Two
pairof millstones;
Dressing
andsmuttingmachines,
nearlynew;Castiron pit wheeland
wollower(sic),with iron uprightshaft;Crownwheel,with pinionanddrumfor driving
the dressingmachines.The insidemachineryis in good repair;the waterfall(sic)
upwardsof 20 feet.A machinefor grindingbonesmightbe attached
at a verytrifling
cost.
The mill wasboughtby FrederickVigar who hadbeenleasingthe WaterlooMill (see2.2.2).
No furthernewspaper
referenceto the mill hasbeenfound andit seemslikely that it did not
functionas a mill for very long. In 1854Vigar wasgivenpermissionto constructa dam on
the rivulet "to form a mill raceon the OrphanSchool[now St John'sPark]land on condition
of his paying annuallyin advancethe sum of fI." This was on the southernside of the
rivulet, andit may indicatethat like Nashhe washavingtroublewith his dam or mill race.
No furtherreferences
to the mill's workinghavebeenfoundandby 1862Vigar wasliving at
Brown's River(Kingston).
"
The two mill buildingsof stonewith sometimberwereto survivefor severalmore decades
and becomea favouritesubjectfor artists,with eachnew paintingdocumentingthe slow
decayof the buildingsandparticularlythe waterwheel.By the time of a photographdated
1900,the timberroof of the easterlybuildinghadalmostentirelyfallenin andthe wheelwas
broken,althoughstill survivingproppedup againstthewall. However,in 1963Hilda Bridges
told "Peregrine"of the Mercury(MichaelSharland)thatin 1889shehadhad a picnic on the
site on her birthday+itting on onemillstoneandeatingher food off another-and by that
time the wheelhad gone,the walls werewreckedby floods,a fire had burnt the works and
only the foundationswereleft. Shealsoclaimedthat the mill had belongedto her ancestor
RobertNash,althoughthis is unlikely(see3.1.1).'u
Stonefoundationsabouttwo metreshigh remainin the creekbed. From their positionin
relationto the bridgewhich crossesthe creekbelow and from which the variouspaintings
would probablyhavebeendone,it is likely that they arethe remainsof the secondbuilding
ratherthanthe mill building itself.

3.2 Glenorchy
3.2.1HoughtonMill
The first flour mill at O'Brien's Bridgeon Humphrey'sRivulet was established
by William
Bowdenon land grantedto his surgeonfatherMatthewin 1804.Accordingto his headstone
MatthewBowdenhadin the earlypart of his life beensurgeonin the King's Own Regiment
underSir H. Houghton,althoughis is alsosaidthathe wasborn at Houghton-le-Spring
near
Durham.Eitherof theseexplanations
would accountfor the name"Houghton"which his son
gaveto the mill. It was June 1834when Bowdenannouncedthat "his Mill at O'Brien's'
Bridge,hascommenced
grinding...."ft wasbuilt a little distancefrom the easternsideof the
rivulet at the southerlyend of what is still calledMill Lane.The dam for the headracewas
roughly in the vicinity of MasseyStreet,and the tail racedebouchedinto the rivulet just
aboveO'Brien'sBridgeitself."
Unfortunatelythe water supply in the rivulet had beengraduallydecreasingsincethe early
1820s,and whenfor two summersrunningtherewasnot enoughwater to operatethe mill,
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Bowdenwasforcedto dig a watercourseof abouta kilometrein lengthto bring waterfrom a
largelagoonon the mountaininto the rivulet,thusdoublingthe quantityof water.However,
worriesthat this may leadto excessivedamagein the O'Brien's Bridge areain flood times
led Cheyneand Franklandto contemplateorderingBowdento breakup the water course,
althoughit is not knownif he did."
In 1840, decidingto emigrateto Port Philip, Bowdenoffered the estateknown as "The
HoughtonMills" at Kensingtonfor auction.By that time there were two mills, as the
advertisement
makesclear.
Thefirstlot will betheftontmill, dwellinghouse,andextensive
premises....
Themill,
granary,andstores,arefittedup with everyconvenience;
extensive
the mill stonesare
first-rate,andthemachinery
complete
in therequisiteappendages
for dressing,
cleaning,
&c.... Thelease,for thirteenyears,of thenewstonemill, with a wheelof extraordinary
power,machinery
complete,
andanabundant
supplyof waterthroughout
the year,will
beputupthesecond
lot.
However,the HoughtonMills which wereexpectedto bring [4000 wereboughtin at f3150.
They were immediatelyofferedagainfor saleand the three acresof land togetherwith the
mill and dwelling housewere boughtby GeorgeSutherlandwho took over the runningof
Houghton.Bowdenhad in 1839openeda retail flour store"adjoiningCaptainSutherland's
Old Whdff," andtherewasperhapssomerelationshipbetweenthe two men.Bowdenmoved
to Victoriaandworkedat a flour mill at Geelong,while J.G.Winter who hadbeenHoughton
miller for four yearsrelocatedto the new mill, calledKensingtonMill (see3.2.2 for further
details).Meanwhile Sutherlandannouncedthat wheat would be ground at ninepencea
bushel,which includedcartageto andfrom town, and grainintendedfor the mill would be
receivedat the storeon the Old Wharf, but a month later he was insolvent.Evidentlythe
tannersandcurriersRobertGrantandJohnWhite hadboughtsomeof the estatein 1840,and
it seemstheyboughttheflour mill aswell afterSutherland's
insolvency.'n
FollowingGrant'sdeathin 1850,the KensingtonTanneryandHoughtonMills wereoffered
for sale,with the mills describedas "in excellentorder,commandinga never-failingsupply
of water, will work two pair of stones,has dressingand smut machines,a chaff-cutting
machineis alsoattachedandturnedby the stream,andextensivestorage...."A plan held by
the Archives of Tasmaniaprobably datesfrom this time. The flour mill adjoining the
dwellinghousewasshownin two sections,with the half closestto the housemadeof wood,
and a brick half closestto the mill race (and rivulet). The tannerywas bought by Isaac
Wright and the mill by its old ownerW.H. Bowdenfor f,I275. Thereis someconfusion
aboutwhat happened
next,asBowdenwasoperatinga tannerylessthana yearlater but it is
unclearwhetherhe boughtWright's premisesor established
a new businesshimself.In any
eventhe chosea goodtime to buy, with the effectof the gold rushesmakingthemselves
felt.
Whenin 1857he soldall his property,it broughtf6ll9 16 shillings,includingthe "flour and
steammill, tanneryand fellmongeryestablishment
with the homesteadof 16 rooms, 3
cottagesfor servants...and
about7 aqesof land" which sold for f3000. Justwhen Bowden
addedthe steamengineis unknown.In 1858he returnedto Victoria and built the Belmont
Mill on theBarwonRiver.to
In the 1858 ValuationRoll the mill and tannerywere owned and occupiedby Thomas
Bowden,William's half-brother,but by 1860he was a tenantonly and William Murray of
Murrayfieldwasthe owner.JamesPeet,whoseDynnyrneMill hadjust burnt down,camein
to managethe mill for the next sixteenyearsbefore moving to set up his new mill in
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Gladstone
Street(see2.11& 2.17).In 1872the mill wasdescribed
asa threestoreywooden
building with two pairsof threefeet eight inch millstones,which could be driven by either
the overshotI7-feet [5m] waterwheelestimatedto produce12 hp, or an enginealso of 12
hp. Machinerywasof the old styleastherewasonly a wire dresserandno elevators.Because
much waterusedto be lost due to the porousnatureof the ground,a relativelynew water
racebroughtwaterthrough800 feet l240ml of woodentroughingthreefeet six inchestlml
wide. The mills were offeredfor leasein 1881,but no further newspaperreferenceshave
beenfound."
The mill is commemorated
in "Mill Lane" and its original ownerin "Bowden Street".No
doubt the variousmillers alsomadegood use of the long-runninghotel, the Dusty Miller,
which usedto be on the south-west
cornerof TolosaStreetandtheMain Road.

3.2.2KensingtonMill
William Bowdenevidentlyfelt that he shouldtake advantage
of havinga long frontageon
Humphrey'sRivulet andby January1840he had built a new stonemill, namedKensington
after the parishit was in. The mill seemsto have beenupstreamof the HoughtonMill.
Unfortunatelyhe probablyoverstretched
himself as by July 1841 he was insolvent.John
Gittins Winter left Houghtonto openthe new mill, offering cartagewithin five miles and
promisingthat,"[t]he Mill beingwell suppliedwith waterat all times,regularcustomers
will
preference
always receivethe
during the short water season."He appointedAlexander
Bruford of the Old Wharf his agentfor the receptionof grainandsaleof flour. In November
1842he left for the SorellMills (see2.5) and was replacedby FrederickGeorgeHull who
assuredthe public that he would contenthimselfwith "the smallestprofits to enablehim to
caffy [thebusiness]on consistently."
Evenhe musthavebeenshockedto discoverhow small
theseprofits would be as Van Diemen'sLand movedever deeperinto depression,
and in
1844he halvedthepricefor grindinganddressingto a meresixpencea bushel."
It was probablythe poor profits that enticedHull to diversify into starchmanufacturing,
appealingashe did so to patrioticfervour.
Mr Frederick Hull having completed his Starch Manufactory, in which neither time,
trouble, nor expensehas been spared,to enable him to bring into the market and article
inflnitely superior to the best London madei the public are invited to make one trial, and
those who have the interest of the colony at heart ought to do so, when they remember
upwards of 5,000 bushels of wheat is annually consumed in England in making Starch
for Van Diemen's l-and.

Both mill andstarchfactorywereput up for auctionin L846,the proprietorliving at Tolosa.
By 1848 it had beenboughtby CharlesHewer who put the mill in thoroughrepair and
years.He survivedthe lossof his dam by flood in February1854
operatedit for seventeen
andthenanothermajorflood in August1858which damagedonly his mill race,thougheven
thenthe damagewasestimatedto bef200-300,but in 1864themill wasput up for auctionas
Hewer had defaultedon mortgagerepayments.
The mortgageewas William Greenof the
CommercialMill (see2.15),andhe seemsto haveacquiredthe mill at this time, so proably
there were no buyersat the auction.Hewer was declaredinsolventin 1865 and Green
employeda competentmiller andadvertisedgrindingand dressingat sixpencea bushel.By
1868the mill was sold to that other well-knownmiller, JamesPeet,who at the time was
managerat Houghton."
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Hewer returnedas lesseein 1868but he had beenreplacedby William Morrisby in 1872
when yet anotherflood washedaway the mill's race and private bridge. The Mercury
describedthe 3-storeymill in 1872.The overshotwater wheel,35 feet t10ml in diameter,
drove two pairs of three feet six inch burr stonesfrom the extremity rather than the shaft.
About 84 feet [25m] of troughingbroughtthe waterfrom the dam "and the dam enablesthe
work to be carriedon therewhenthereis not waterenoughto drive the mills lower downthe
creek."The mill musthavestoppedworkingfor a little while as in 1877Peetannounced
he
had "reopened"the mill, with grinding and dressingonce again at sixpencea bushel.
However,soonafterwardshe openeda new steammill in town (see2.I7) andthe Kensington
Mill was convertedinto a hat factory by Benjamin Dunkerley.This factory was still
operatingat leastin 1885,andit is unclearwhenit stoppedworkingaltogether.Accordingto
a local residentin 1962,the wheelwas dismantledabout1908at a time when the mill was
leasedby SydneyShoobridge
of Clydesdale.'

3.2.3Ravensdale
Very little is known of this mill. The earliestreferenceto it seemsto be in 1865when an
auctionwas announcedof an "Old Mill at O'Brien's Bridge situatedon CaptainSmith's
Farm known as Ravensdale....An Old Mill containingsome thousandsof feet of cut
Freestone
togetherwith all the largequantityof timberthereuntobelonging.. .. Threemonths
will be allowedfor its removal."Ravensdale
was a propertyadjoiningClydesdaleon the
Rivulet. The following year the "valuable farm at O'Brien's Bridge, known as
Ravensdale...bounded
by the propertiesof Mr. Shoobridge
andothers"was offeredfor sale.
The advertisementincluded the information that: "There is on the propefiy a wind mill,
substantially
built of stone,andonly requiringa smalloutlayfor machinery,&c, to makeit a
mostusefulandlucrativepartof thefarm."'s
This seconddescriptionindicatesthat the mill was unableto work as it did not containthe
necessary
machinery,but asit was an "old mill" in the first advertisement
it may well have
workedmanyyearspreviously.

3.2.4Another O'Brien's Bridge Mill?
In 1850 a notice in the Hobart Town Courier mentionedanother possible mill on
Humphrey'sRivuletwhenit advertised
an auctionunderthe instructionsof JohnWalker,the
managerof the DerwentBank,of an estateof 42 acrescloseto O'Briens'sBridgeandon the
Main Road.The property,in the occupationof EdwardAbbott and adjoiningthe properties
of Grant,Hull andSteel,had"a cut-stoneashlarbuildingof 40 x 20 [feet: t2m x 6m] erected
for a mill, intendedto work a wheel30 feet [9m] in diameter,andis 3 storieshigh, affording
extensivestore room." The building was said to be easily convertedinto "a woollen
manufactury,brewery,distillery,tannery,cloth or starchmanufactury."Nothing further is
known of this and it is most likely that the mill was not completedand was convertedto
otheruses.'u
'
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CHAPTER FOUR
NEW NORFOLK AND THE UPPERDERWENT VALLEY

4.1 New Norfolk
4.1.1Terryts LachlanMill
In December1819theHobart TownGazetteannounced
that: "Mr Terry bringsin the Prince
Leopolda pair of mill-stonesanda varietyof utensilsfor thepurposeof erectinga water-mill
at this Settlemenland the placefixed uponfor that undertaking,we are informed,is at New
Norfolk." His arrival was certainlyworthy of mention.Few free settlershad arrived in the
colony by this date,and even fewer had anived with the materialsfor settingup a mill.
Indeed,Terry's mill wasjust the eleventhto be built in the colonyandthe first watermillto
be built outsideHobartTown.'
Terry camefrom a milling family in Yorkshire.David Burn who wrote aboutthe colony in
the 1830ssaidhe wasa brotherof the "millionaire"SamuelTerry, but he wasmorelikely to
be a cousinor perhapshalf-brother.That they werecloseis indicatedby the fact that when
Johnsoldpropertyin Sydneyparticularscouldbe obtainedfrom Samuel,while both Samuel
andJohnhadmills which theynamed"Lachlan."Familynotesstatethat whenJohndecided
to emigratehe sold cottonand flour mills at Redmireand Askrigg, so he had considerable
meansat his disposalon arrival.He andGeorgeBorrodaileWilson,his futureson-in-law,are
saidto havetakenturnson the voyageout guardinghis money.It was alsoreportedof him
that he had placedhis money in small kegs and when on unloadingone of them fell
overboard,he remarkedwith cool Yorkshireaplombthat it was: "only a keg of nails; get
them out by andby, but they may be a bit rusty." With his wife and elevenchildrenTerry
disembarked
in Sydneyandboughta Liverpoolwindmill whichhadbeenpartiallycompleted
by NathanielLucas(see9.1.1),only later discoveringthat the land was leasedand would
after21 yearsbecomepart of the Barrackground,so he gaveup the windmill andmovedto
Van Diemen'sLand.'
GovernorMacquariehad grantedTerry 1500acresof which he took 1400 at Macquarie
Plains,calling the propertyAskrigg.The remaining100 acreshe electedto take wherethe
Lachlan (or Thames)meetsthe Derwent and near the village of New Norfolk (known as
ElizabethTown for someyears).This was a wise choice:the road from HobartTown had
been built in 1819, the Derwent River gave exc,ellentacsess,and settlementby first the
Norfolk Islandersand then a steadyline of otherfree settlersboth in the village and further
up the Derwentvalley would have providedthe necessaryclientele.The Lachlan River
suppliedthe waterpower.'
Terry built first a houseand then the mill, particularsof which are detailedin a letter he
wrote homeon 10 April 1822to a cousin,Miles Parker.The letter,as well as giving useful
detailsaboutthe mill itself, alsodescribes
someof the difficultiesfacedby thosewishingto
build mills in a new colony.
I received your kind and welcome letter in June 182L.... My reason for not writing
soonerwas that ...I wished to defer it till I had flnished the mill.... I receivedtwo srants
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of land one of which is 100 acresat this place,on which I have built a capital spurgearedmill. As yet I have only one pair of Frenchstonesand neitherbolting mill nor
machine.It now earnsat the rate of f600 per year, or thereabouts....We have cut a
basin,thatboatscomein, within 20 yardst20ml of the mill. "..
In the spring,I intend building a granaryadjoiningthe mill. This will be necessaryfor
toll alone,but by a little businessin this, I think, will doublethe advantage.The mill is
t9 feet [6m] high at the casings.It is a very powerful mill. We have waterin the very
driestseason,that we cangrind 7 bushelsanhour whenbusinesspushes.We havea peck
for every 2 bushelsor one-eightpart, which is now equalto two shillings and sixpence.
We havesomedaystaken10bushelsmulture.without candlelight.
...I contrivedto haveanotherfall of samewaterjust below the mill, so that I can erect
anothermill if necessary;
and work the watertwice over....I had to cut the water-course
about2000yards[1.8k],200 yards[180m]of which wasthroughrock, no part lessthan
7 feet [2.1m],but mostof it 9 feetl2.Tmldeep;andamongotherplacesrock to blow up.
I let the race to flve different partiesof men, and they would not completeit, so I
preparedpropertools for drilling stone.ThomasMoore fTerry's nephew]and I set to
work and completedit. I did at leasthalf the blacksmith'swork, and the frame shell of
the mill and all the millwright work, excepta labouringman to lift anything and do
trifling work. The mill was ready for sevenmonths before we got water to it. It is
allowedto be completemasterof all the mills here.We havecorn broughtas far as 60
miles t96kl to grind, andfrom very nearthe town of Hobart.a
From the evidenceof the letter we can assumethat the mill was completed by the energetic
and skilled Teny eithertowards the end of 1821 orin early 1822.Once it was working it was
obviously a boon for the local -and not so local--*ettlers; the fact that they were prepared
to come as far as 100 kilometres demonstratesits value, as doesTerry's healthy yearly profit.
Indeed Macquarie thought it of such significancethat he made sure to inspect "Mr Terry's
new water-mill" in June L82L.5
Terry did not rest on his laurels. By 1826when the Land Commissionersvisited he was able
to grind up to ten bushelsan hour which may indicate that he had enlargedthe mill, probably
by adding the secondwater wheel he had planned, along with extra millstones. Even so he
was able to grind only 3% bushelsan hour in summer,and it was his use of all the water for
six months every year which helpedMurdoch and O'Connor to decideagainstrecommending
New Norfolk as the new capital, as "any abstractionof water would deprive him of the power
of grinding to the extent he has done." In 1830 he built a new cut for his race, and when
James Backhouse visited in February 1834 there were three water wheels one above the
other. Despite the fact that it was the height of summer,"[t]he mill is now working night and
duy; notwithstandingmost of the mills to the northward and westward are stoppedfrom want
of water." Settlers were still sending their grain from 50 miles 180kl away, although the
greaterfertility of soil aroundNew Norfolk comparedwith elsewherehad alreadybeen noted
and most of his custom would presumably have come from nearby farms. In 1831 the
produceof wheat in the New Norfolk district was estimatedat32 000 bushels.u
In 1828 Terry applied for an additional grant of land, at which time he valued his mill at
f4000. Although both Murdoch and O'Connor supported him as a "useful, bona fide,
improving settler," Arthur was not so sure:

*

"Multure" is a Yorkshire word for the charge or toll made by a miller for grinding grain.
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"Mr Terryis I believeasthe LandCommlissionersl
represent
a very sagacious
settler
andonewho haspursuedhis own interestto greatadvantage.
Considering
the means
which Mr Terry broughtinto the colonyandthe mostliberal supportwhich he has
receivedfrom the Government,
I shouldnot howeverdeemMr Terry entitledto anv
augmentation
land.
of
...
The applicationwasrejected.?
Teny also developedhis propertyat Askrigg, but floods in the Derwentcausedhim to
abandona planto build a mill thereaswell, althoughthe mill racehe cut waslaterusedfor a
waterwheelinstalledby his granddaughter
andher husbandfor pumpingwaterto the house.
Terry's childrenmarriedinto severalfamilieswith milling connections,
with Gracemarrying
GeorgeBorrodaileWilson (see4.2), MargaretmarryingGeorgeFrederickReadof the Old
Mill (see2.1) and "Redlands"and Mary marryingRobertWalker son of John (see2.3).
When he died in t844, mournedfor his "sterlinghonestyof character,"the LachlanMills
passedto his youngestsonRalphwho continuedto operatethe mills, with the help of his son
from at least 1879 until 1881 when Ralph jnr moved to MacquariePlains.When hops
becamewidely grown in the latter part of the century,the mill race was also used for
irrigationat both LachlanMills andthe nearbyMillbrook, a propertywhich passedto James
Turnbullafterhe marriedyet anotherTerry daughter.'
The mill seemsto have still beenoperatingin the 1890seven after the deathof Ralph in
L892. In 1897 when the property was put on the market by Ralph's children the
advertisement
announcedthat "[t]he mill, driven by the never failing Lachlan has been
recentlyreconstructed
andextendedby the additionof the BridgewaterMilling Company's
modernmachinery,and is in good working order...." However,after it was boughtby
William Moore, originally from the Moore & Quiggansawmill in Wynyardbut by then a
prominentpolitician, the mill seemsto have stoppedworking. He renamedthe property
Tynwaldandusedthe waterwheelto provideelectricityto the extensively-renovated
house.
Moorewasinvolvedin a minor scandalin 1901whenit wasshownthatasChief Secretary
he
hadstoppedgovernmentnegotiations
to buy the waterrightsof the uppermill (see4.1.3)for
the use of the asylum,while hopingto sell his own water rights.His raceleft the Lachlan
c.150mupstream
of MillbrookRoad.n
Although therewas a fire in the mill aroundthe turn of the centurywhich destroyedall the
woodeninterior,remainsof the stonemill can still be seenin front of the houseat Tynwald
(map location New Norfolk 062639)althoughit is impossibleto be sure wherherwhat
remainsis the original mill building.Teny certainlyhad the meansto build such a solid
structureright from the beginning.The mill racecan still be tracedto the west of the road
into Tynwald,while the upperreacheswereusedquiterecentlyto waterthe Royal Derwent
Hospital vegetablegardens.Over the past centuryany remainsof machineryhave been
graduallyremoved,includingmostof the millstoneswhich since1970havebeenoutsideSt
Matthew'schurchin BathurstStreetin New Norfolk. A11that is left on site are an uncut
millstoneandthemetalscrewor wofin from a dressingmachine.'o
Althoughit is impossibleto be certainthatthe remainsof the mill datefrom 1822,this is the
site of the earliestmill in the statefor which thereare any remains"As such,the site is of
greatsignificance.
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4.1.2Belfastor Upper Mill
thereappearsto havebeena needfor a mill in town; Terry's
As New Norfolk progressed
mill would havebeena little far awayfor someresidents.In 1834Niels Basstianof New
Norfolk advertisedfor a millwright, andby the endof the yearWilliam Raynerthe younger
of Rayner'sMill, New Norfolk "beg[ged]to inform his friendsand the public, that he has
rate." The mill
now on Salefirst and secondFlour of the bestquality,at a very reasonable
waserectedon five acresof land originallylocatedto JamesTedder(of the Liverpool Street
mill - see2.4) andwas on the westernsideof Blair Streetwhich at that time went down to
the LachlanRiver. The following year Raynerannouncedthat he was about to leave the
Sorell Mills (see2.5) for his new mill on the Lachlanwherewheatwould be groundfor
extra.UnfortunatelyRaynerhad difficultiesas at the end
sixpence,with dressingthreepence
of 1836both mills werethe subjectof an enforcedsale,andalthoughRayneradvertisedthe
to havepassedout of his handsat this time."
leaseof the New Norfolk mill it appears
The mill becamethe propertyof Felix McCabeMurrayTalthoughquite how this occurredis
difticult to pin down. The originallocationto Tedderpassedinto the handsof JamesBlay
whenhe marriedCatherine,Tedder'swidow. Her daughterMargaretmarriedWilliam Blay
while her otherdaughterSarahmarriedFelix Murray.Murray andWilliam Blay claimedthe
land in L837, althoughat least most of it was eventuallygrantedto David Bush. Either
Murray was grantedthe block of land on which the mill was built, or he boughtit when it
wasofferedfor sale.He wascertainlyoperatingtheBelfastMills by July 1840."
By May 1843the mill was being leasedby Anthony Mann (ex-DaveyStreetand Sorell
in BathurstStreet,Hobart
Mills+ee2.10 and2.5),who alsoopeneda storeat his warehouse
Town, to sell flour, branetc.Mann becameinsolvent-for the secondtime-{y the end of
1843 and the unexpiredpart of his lease(fourteenyears)was offered for sale, with the
purchaseralso acquiring ownershipof a pair of French burrs plus dressingand smut
of
next is impossibleto determine.Mann was in possession
machines.Justwhat happened
remaining
he wishedto leavethe colonyandofferedthe
the mill whenin 1849he announced
in the termsof the leasesmight indicatethat
five yearsof his leasefor sale.The discrepancies
included a
someoneelse had operatedthe mill for a while. By 1849 the establishment
fellmongeryand a brewerywith malthouse.Despitemuch advertisingand the fact that the
mill had a "never-failingsupplyof water,"Mann was still at the UpperMills in 1852when
he advertisefjointly with RalphTerry-grinding ratesof oneshillinga bushel."
In 1855Mann tried onemoretime to makehis fortune,leavingthe UpperMill andbuilding
his own just oneblock downon the Lachlan(see4.1.3),andGeorgeAllwright commenced
leasingwhat he calledthe Union Mill. Felix Murrayprotestedwhenthe narrowreservenext
could damup the waterof
the purchaser
to the river wasofferedfor sale,ostensiblybecause
withdrewthe block
his tail raceandstophis waterwheel.However,althoughthe government
joined
mill
the Lachlanat the
Murray's
race
of
that
the
tail
showed
from sale,investigations
foot of Blair Streetand not on the groundappliedfor, and that "the complainthas arisen
jealousy."The block was put back on the marketand eventuallysold to
from professional
the UpperMill continuedto function.In
Mann whosemill raceran throughit. Nevertheless
possibly
Greenwho had the CommercialMill
the
same
1858William Greenwasthe tenant,

t Murray is often referred to as McMurray, becauseof his habit of signing his letters "Felix Mc Murray."
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(see2.15).About 1864the mill wasboughtby William FallsDavis,andby 1883it was in
the handsof EbenezerShoobridge.'o
The site of the mill is now so overgrownthatit hasnot beenfoundpossibleto seeif thereare
anyremains.

4.L.3Mannts Mill
Havingmovedfrom theUpperMills (see4.I.2), AnthonyMannbuilt his mill andbreweryin
1855 on the westernside of the LachlanRiver just upstreamof where it is crossedby
HumphreyStreet,initially leasingandeventuallybuyingthe narrowstretchof land adjacent
to the river for his mill race.Mannappears
to be oneof thosepeoplefor whom nothinggoes
right. Havingfailed with his horizontalwindmill in DaveyStreet,becomeinsolventwith its
successor
the conventionalwindmill in 1840(see2.I0), thenbankruptagainwith the Upper
Mill in New Norfolk in 1843,he managedquite notablyto be insolventfor a third time in
1860.His deathin February1862finally put the poorman out of his misery.His wife Mary
Ann advertisedshe would continue "the businessof brewing, milling etc.," but not
surprisinglydid not advertisethatshealsohada still on the premisesfor which shewasfined
f.25tn 1867."
However,afterDavisboughtthe UpperMill Mary Ann Mannran into troublewhich shelaid
squarelyat the feetof Davis.
efforthasbeenmade,takingadvantage
of my widowed
fS]incehis occupation...every
condition,to injuremy mill in variousways,suchascuttingthemill wear(sic)etc.On
the night of the 2ndApril 1867the Mill damwascompletelycut awayanddestroyedit wasagaindestroyed
in themiddleof thedayon the7 June1861.
andbeingrestored
Shetwice requested
to leasethe reserveon the othersideof the river so that shecouldrepair
her dam,but this wasdisallowedasit woulddisadvantage
thepersonwho hada gardenthere.
Eventuallyin 1869Mann gaveup andofferedfor salethe "Malthouse,Flour Mill, Brewery,
Inn, Dwelling House[formerlyknown as the BridgeInn] and Buildings,known as Mann's
Brewery."By April 1870the propertywas ownedby the trusteesof W Lindsay,and in the
decadefollowing therewasa seriesof tenantsbeforethetrusteessoldthe mill andbreweryin
1878to ThomasAllwright (son of George?----see
4.I.2). In 1880the mill machinerywas
offeredfor sale:"consistingof-Water wheelandiron working gear,a pair of FrenchBurr
Stones(nearlynew),silk dressingmachine,hoppers,malt crusher,etc." The waterwheelwas
certainlynot soldasa laterphotograph
still showsit.'u
At the turn of the centurythe governmententerednegotiations
with the owner,G. Leatham,
to purchasefor f600 the land and water race for the use of the asylum.When the Chief
SecretaryMoore intervened,hoping to sell his own race to the government,Leatham
protestedthat he had had a chanceto sell the land to anotherbut had foregonethe
opportunityas he believedthat the governmentwould buy it. The new governmentagreed
thatLeathamshouldbe compensated
andhe wasawardedf60.t'
Althoughthe mill in the photograph
is not identifiedasMann's,it is almostcertainto be his.
In 1960Dallassaw partsof the foundationof Mann's mill (althoughhe did not know who
ownedit) andresidentstold him that they remembered
the wheelstill standing.Therearc a
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few stoneblocksremainingin the area(mapreferenceNew Norfolk 05L624)which may be
all thatremainsof the mill.'*

4.2 Clarendon Mill, Gretna
The propertyeventuallycalledClarendonwasinitially locatedto William BorrodaileWilson
who becameJohn Terry's son-in-lawin I82I. Presumablyit was this family connection
which encouraged
him to usethe waterof the DerwentRiver to build a flour mill, which he
claimedhe was doing in 1825.In 1831 he statedthat he intendedto erect a woollen
manufactury.However,thereis no evidencethat either of thesewas ever built. When the
propertywas offered for sale in L842 following Wilson's insolvency,the advertisement
mentionedonly that therewas"a water-course
cut, which securesa fall of aboutfifteenfeet,
sufficientto turn any powerof machinery."F.C. Wolflragen,great-grandson
of JohnWalker
who eventuallybuilt the Clarendonmill, confirmedthe existenceof the racewhenhe wrote
in 1972that:
"[b]elowtheWalkerMill andextending
abouthalfa mileparallelto theriverwasa deep
tench knownas the old mill race,whichextended
to excavations
on the river bank
known as the old mill. This was no doubt Wilson's Mill, whether completed or not, I
don't know, but the original grant shows by a dotted line a roadway passing the house
and ending at apoint where these excavationsstand.tn

The propertywasboughtby JohnWalkerof Hobartmilling famewho proceeded
to erecthis
mill. In July 1844he wasableto announce
thatthe mill wasoperating,"and asit waserected
for the expresspurposeof grindingfor the settlers,every attentionwill be paid; and as the
machineryis very powerfula cart will not be detainedabovefour hourswith a load of forty
bushels."Two monthslater, when announcinggrinding and dressingratesof sixpencea
bushel,he pointedout that the useof the mill would enablea savingof 25Voin cartagefor
nearbysettlerswho otherwisesenttheir wheatto HobartTown, andthey would alsohavethe
branandpollardfor their animals.'o
A lithographof the homestead
appearsin Clifford Craig's Old TasmnnianPrints on page
275. Geoffrey Stilwell believedthat it showedthe mill building as well, but this is not
correct.Walker'sundershotmill wasbuilt right nextto the river (mapreferenceBushyPark
916752),with a 500mmill race3m wide and 1.2mdeepcomingfrom a stoneweir (marked
asrapidson the BushyParkmap at9IL757).Accordingto Wolftragen,the stonesin the weir
hadto be renewedeveryFebruarywhenthe waterwaslow. The mill wasmadevery solidly
of stone,includinga stonewheelhouse.The greatpowerof the mill wasnotedat the time by
observersand was partly explainedby the fact that the wheelwas alsousedto pump water
84m up to a reservoirfor use in irrigation.ThomasBrown (later of the Liverpool Street
mill<ee 2.4) wasthe lesseein 1845,but from 1851the mill was run by Walker'ssecond
son,JohnFletcherWalker,a trainedmiller. By 1874thewaterwheelhadbeensupplemented
by a Procterportablesteamengineof 10hpand towardsthe end of the centurya resident
miller was employed.Justwhenthe mill stoppedworking is impossibleto say; it was still
working in 1885whenvisitedby the SpecialCorrespondent
for the Mercury but in 1903a
descriptionof the water wheel mentionedonly its use in inigation. It is believedthat it
stoppedin the 1890s."
Much of the ground floor stonework of this mill survives, together with the pit
wheel<omplete with millers' marks--andan almost-new54-inchmonolithic(i.e. not built
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quartzrunnerstone;the bedstonehasbeenremovedto Thorpe(see4.6.2).
from segments)
Both the weir andthe mill racearealsoeasilyseen.The doublecompartment
wheelsurvived
until about 1960whenit was accidentallyburnt in a fire, but part of the massiveshaftstill
remains.The significanceof this sitestemsnot just from the physicalremainsbut alsofrom
the fact that the mill was built by the mostimportantmilling figure of the first half of the
nineteenthcentury,responsiblefor building a numberof mills. It gives great insight into
Walker's milling practices."

4.3 Bushy Park
The estateof BushyParkwasinitially grantedto the mineralogistAdolariusWilliam Henry
Humphreywho arrived with Collins in 1804.He called his propertyHumphreyville,but
"beingoccupiedasSuperintendent
accordingto the LandCommissioners,
of Police,Member
of the ExecutiveCouncil,[he] devotedlittle or noneof his time to his Estate,but, underMrs.
Humphrey'smanagement,
everything is carriedon in superiorStyle."HarrietHumphreyhad
beena convictin Sydneywho Humphreyhadtakento Van Diemen'sLand andthenmarried
ratherthan obey Macquarie'srequestto returnher to her father in Sydney.Saveryvisited
BushyParkin 1829soonafterHumphrey'sdeathandgavehis usualamusingdescriptionof
the household,with Mrs Kerr in deepmourningand sayingto the accompanyingdoctor
'dreadfullylow spirits,''place lonely,' 'can't
"suchsentences...as
so
sleepat nights,'"I am
sure, dear man, I shall never be happy again-first love, you know Doctor, is never
forgotten,"'while the Hermittried to drawher "bumpkincompanion"into conversation
"but
it was all to no pu1pose...and
he stood,gapingat me, like a greatSuffolk calf." Harriet
continuedin residenceand by the end of 1830had erecteda flour mill. The 1831Ross
Almnnackwhich announced
it saidit wasat "Russel'sfalls", now the TyennaRiver, but this
is incorrectasthe land on the othersideof the Styx River neverbelongedto Humphrey(see
4.4)."
In 1831Humphreyhad suflicientlyrecoveredfrom her lossto marry JohnKerr who hadthe
adjoininggrant to the west.It was probablythen that the namechangedto "Bushy Park,"
perhapsto signify the incorporationof the two properties.No doubtKerr did not wish to live
at "Humphreyville"anyway,andit is possiblethat he had usedthe namefor his own land.
Certainlyit was"BushyParkEstate"whenin 1838he advertised
a stackof wheatfor saleon
Salter'sfarm evidentlynewly purchasedby Kerr on the easternside of the Styx River,
addingthat it was only half a mile from the mill. By at least 1850she was no longer in
residenceat BushyParkandthe propertywasleasedto JohnHaines.It wasprobablyHaines
who advertised
for a miller for theBushyParkmill in 1851.'o
William Gore Elliston, as agentfor Mrs HarrietPalmerin England,advertised1000acres
includingthe mill andhomestead
for let in 1859,at which time William Blyth wasrentingat
leastpart of the property.MichaelMiddleton,Humphrey'snephewand set to inherit when
HarrietPalmerdied,cautionedpeoplefrom enteringa leasewhichhe wasnot a pafiy to ashe
would not recognisethe leasewhen he took possession
on her death.According to the
Shoobridgefamily history John Kerr jnr bought Bushy Park in 1860 and Ebenezer
Shoobridgeboughtthe propertyfrom him in 1863,but the Cyclopediao.fTasmaniasaysthat
ShoobridgeboughtBushyParkfrom Middletonin 1865.Eitherway, the mill doesnot seem
to havebeenworkedafterthattime,andindeedit probablyhadnot workedfor someyearsas
whenit wasboughtby Shoobridge
the farm wasdilapidatedandthe irrigationworks (which
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usedthe mill race)hadfalleninto disrepair.No laterdescriptions
of the propertymentionthe
mill andin 1873the racewasusedonly for irrigation."
Althoughit is known that the mill tacecamefrom the Styx, it is impossibleto say exactly
wherethe mill was.The 1000acresreferredto abovewhichcontainedthe mill wasdescribed
as "boundedby the Rivers Styx and Derwenton the north and east" (which is difficult to
understandeven allowing for the fact that the Shoobridgessignificantlystraightenedthe
courseof the Styx)"and by themainroadandmill raceon the westandsouth."Accordingto
BeatriceBlyth who lived on theestateandthenfrom 1859on the nextdoorpropertyCoombe
(now Roslyn),the mill wason Cloverleawhich confirmsthat it was to the eastandnorth of
the main road.As thereis hardly any fall there,it is possiblethat the mill was right at the
cornerof GlenoraRoadandGordonRiver Road.Jim Shoobridge
remembers
someold water
workstherein his childhood,anda photograph(Q1993.56.L34)at the Tasmanian
Museum&
Art Galleryshowstwo buildingsclosetogethernearthe race,oneof which could well be the
mill. This would alsofit in with the descriptionof Salter'sfarm being lk from the mill (see
above).The race comesvery close at this point and it is quite conceivablethat the race
carriedover the roadto a mill. Thereis still a live mill racebringingwaterfrom the Styx to
the hop kiln in GlenoraRoad,but as the Shoobridges
built this and it is known to be both
bigger and on a higherlevel than the original mill race,it is unlikely that much of this is
original.The water wheel at the kiln is not from the mill either,as this was brouehtfrom
Ballarat.'u

4.4 Glenora (FentonForest)
4.4.tFentontsMill
Land on the Russell'sFalls (now Tyenna)River was initially grantedin 1831 to the
millwright PeterFerguson"for the expresspulposeof erectinga watermill," but when his
constructionof the TrafalgarMill at Richmondfor Buscombe(see6.3.2) delayedhim from
occupyingthe landit wasresumedandlocatedto the newly arrivedCaptainMichaelFenton
rn 1832.He calledthe estateFentonForestandthe first referenceto a mill thereseemsto be
that of David Burn who in 1840wrote that "CaptainFenton...hasformed a water-course,
wherebyhe drivesa threshingmachineandflour-mill, supplieshis house,and then inigates
an extendedflat of the richestsoil." A numberof familiesweretenantson his estateand in
1832he broughtout 76 men,womenandchildrenashis indenturedservants,so presumably
the mill was to providethem with flour and an outlet for their produce.As the Mills and
ManufacturingReturnsin 1840notesan increasein the numberof mills in the New Norfolk
districtfrom threeto four, it wouldappearthatthemill wasbuilt about l13g."
The estateof 3000 acrestogetherwith the mill were advertisedfor sale in 1843,but no
further informationaboutthe mill is known until 1858whenFentonofferedFentonForest,
for saleor lease,andgavea detaileddescriptionof themill:
fThere is] a stone mill, with three floors, for storing grain, within which there are two
water wheels, one under the other, so ils to be furned by the same water; the upper one,
20 fent diameter, turns a pair of French Burr Stones4Yz fentin diameteri also a dressing
and smut machine, and on the opposite side a threshing machine, with a double
winnower under, which delivers the grain, thus cleaned,into elevators,that carry it to the
upper story and deliver it into a third winnowing machine, which delivers it into bags in
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the mill ready for sale or grinding. Attached to the threshing machine is a large Stone
Barn, with iron slate roof; the under wheel, af 23 feet diameter, turns two pairs of French
Burr Stones,and to which any other machinery can be readily attached.There is a fall of
90 feet l27ml at the mill, and the water course is two miles l3.2kl long (on the side of a
hill) and capableof turning a hundred mills....

At this time the propertycontainedt9 667acreson bothsidesof the TyennaRiver."
Thereis an interestingreferencefrom BeatriceBlyth (see4.3) that the "ferry at Clarendon
wasusedto bringwheatfrom FentonForestto themill at Clarendon.The procedurewasthat
everytwo weeksthe wheatwasferriedacrossandthe flour takenback."If this is so, it may
indicatea time whenthe mill was beingre-built or perhapsFentoncould not find a miller.
The only miller knownto haveworkedtherewasa Mr Bright who in L876 escaped
from the
CampbellStreetjail. Louis Shoobridge
writing to his wife saidthat: "He knowsthis locality
very well too ashe lived at FentonForest,wasmillar (sic) therefor a time, his wife is living
on theplacenow.""
Fentonstill ownedthe propertyat his deathrn 1874 andhis obituarymentionsthe "extensive
watermill." FentonForestwasofferedfor salethe following year,andagainin 1878whenit
was boughtby EbenezerShoobridge.
Accordingto RupertShoobridgewhoseaccountwas
followedby von Stieglitz,the FentonForestmill was"very roughlyconstructed
& wasused
only a few dayswhenit almostshookto pieces."This is obviouslywrong for Fenton'stime
as it had lastedat least35 years,so it mustmeanthat by the time Shoobridgeboughtit the
mill wason its lastlegs.It wasnot usedagain.'o
The mill was up the hill from the Tyenna River to the south-eastof the bridge on
MeadowbankRoad(mapreferenceBushyPark887747),with the racecoming4km from the
dam (mapreferenceBushyPark 864748). Accordingto Jim Shoobridge,
the flow from the
racewasquite poor as the waterhadto be savedfor a day to enablean hour's milling to be
done.When Louis Shoobridgestartedto inigate for hopsand an orchardhe increasedthe
size of the fluming to 75cm wide and 30cm deep.In 1916the racewas widenedagainto
I.2m. Concretewasusedfor the first time in the 1930sfor the fluming (which beginsafter
the racecrossesMeadowbankRoad),while whenthe chockandlog dam was washedaway
for the secondtime in a flood in 1947this too was replacedby concrete.Thus while both
damandfluming arestill usedonly the sitingcanbe considered
original.The site of the mill
is markedby a few sandstone
blocksandthetail race."

4.4.2Shoobridge'sMill
After EbenezerShoobridge
boughtFentonForestin 1878,it wasmanagedby his youngest
son Louis Manton and underwentconsiderabledevelopment.The propertywas variously
called"GlenoraEstate"or "The Forest"but its old namecontinuedto be usedanywayand
finally the family bowedto the inevitableandrevertedto "FentonForest."After the demise
of the old mill the family boughttheir flour from Gibsonin Hobartand the accountsfor a
twelve-monthperiodshowthatthis costthemf.443.Thecostof flour wasparticularlyhigh in
the hop-pickingseasonwhenasmanyas280 hop-pickerscouldbe at work on FentonForest
with another400 at BushyPark.It is thereforeno wonderthatin 1882the decisionwasmade
to build a new mill at FentonForest(interestingly
thenameusedin the ledgerbook)."
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The old racewasextendedandthe mill wasbuilt down on the flats to the eastof wherethe
currenthomesteadis (map referenceBushy Park approximately894743), with millstones
broughtfrom the old Fentonmill. In 1885it had an overshotwheeland could grind 40-50
bushelsa day.A dealwasmadewherebyLouis grew wheatandprovidedthe resultantflour
to his brotherWilliam Ebenezerwho had the breadbakedin the largebakehouse
at Bushy
Park. The iurangementstoppedin 1893 althoughLouis then struck a similar deal with
Rumly,the storekeeper
at BushyPark,underwhichhe received130loavesof breadfor every
bagof flour.t'
Justwhen the mill stoppedgrindingflour is not known, althoughan article in the Weekly
Courierin 1901mentionsonly that it was usedfor chaff-cutting.The mill continuedto be
usedfor this purpose,anda newpit wheelwasfitted in 1908.In1928 the wheelwasreplaced
by a 7 h.p.turbinefrom Mayfieldon the EastCoast(see8.7).Whentractorsreplacedthe
turbinefor chaff-cuttingabout 1950the mill fell into disuse.By the mid-50sthe wooden
building was in suchpoor conditionit hadto be pulled down, althoughthe mill wheelstill
stands.RupertShoobridge,Louis' son,took one of the millstonesand madea standfor a
sundialfor his garden.'o
As oneof the last watermillsto be built in the state(four werebuilt in the north-westduring
the next decade),this site is of somesignificance,and the water wheel is one of the few
remainingto indicatethis form of technology.

4.5 Hamilton
The rapidmovementof settlement
up the DerwentValley to the ClydeRiver sombinedwith
the area'sdistancefrom the nearestflour mill:Teffy's at New Norfolk-led to an early
moveto build a flour mill in the district.In June1824ThomasRoadknighton behalfof his
brotherWilliam wrote to Lieutenant-Governor
Sorell requestinga grant of land to erecta
flour mill, sayingthey had selectedan "eligible spot,"purchasedthe machineryand "were
fully preparedto sommence...operations
immediately." The Roadknights,particularly
William, hadhadan unfortunatetime in the colonyup to this time, startingwith the deathof
their fatherjust beforetheir ship arrived at the Derwent.With capital of f.L730 William
Roadknightwas grantedland nearNew Norfolk and had prospered.However,in L822he
shotat andwoundedan assigned
convict,believingeffoneouslythat he was an escapee.
His
seven-year
sentence,
to be servedat MacquarieHarbour,hadhorrifiedotherfree settlers,but
he had beenfreed after six monthsand his seven-yearsentencefinally remittedin 1826
following a petitionsignedby all the magistrates
in the colony.However,by L824his farm
was in ruins and he had to sell it to pay debts.No wonder Saverydescribedhim as "a
darkish,down-castlookingman."The mill wasto be a new beginning."
In March 1825William wrote to Lieutenant-Governor
Arthur askingfor a correctionto be
grant.
madein his land
He wrotethat:
I havebeenat veryconsiderable
in makinga cutof a milein lengthanderecting
expense
the Mill which I havenow very nearreadyto work. In this stateof forwardnesswhen I
fondly looked with confidenceto it as a supportfor my Family I flnd the grant is by
mistake made to my brother, he having neglectedto explain in his letter to Your
Excellencythat it was for me. "..should my unfortunatesituation prevent me from
holding a Town allotmentI trust no objectionwill be urgedto its beingmadeto Mrs. R.
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No doubtThomashadwrittenthe originalapplicationin casetherewasany prejudiceagainst
William, who still felt that his "unfortunatesituation"might work againsthim. It was
Thomaswho alsowroteto Montaguerequesting
two assigned
servantsfor the mill. It hasnot
beendetermined
to whomthegrantwasmadeout eventually.tu
The mill was built about 100mnor-nor-eastof the bridge over the Clyde (map reference
Hamilton 857877)with the mill racerunningright throughthe town on public land from a
dam at approximatelymap reference860890.The biggestproblemWilliam facedwas the
watersupply.In 1831he wrotethat "[t]he suddenandtremendous
Floodscommonto this
river (Clyde)[have]frequentlydamaged
my Mill Weir.... It is annuallysubjectto flood, and
someseasons,
manytimesin the sameyear."However,evenworsefor his smallmill wasthe
problem.
opposite
Shortageof water in summerled him in 1833 to join with the two
Bothwellmillers,NicholasandAxford, to directwaterfrom Lake Crescentinto the Clydeto
keepup the supplyin thedriestmonths(see4.6.1)."
In 1838 Roadknightdecidedto move to Port Phillip and offered for sale or leasehis
"substantialwell built Corn Mill"- perhapshe had enlargedthe mill he had describedas
"small" at the beginningof the decade.The mill had a "powerfulovershotwaterwheel,two
pair of excellentFrenchburs (sic), smuttingand dressingmachines,set of extra Farmers
improvedhoistingtackle,and a neverfailing supplyof water."He askedf300 for rent, but
J.F.Kerr agreedto purchase
the mill andemployeda miller, althoughthe mill wasclosedfor
a monthsoonafterwardsfor repairs.By the time Burn visitedit about1840he thoughtit "a
first-rateflour mill." Kerr let the mill in 1840 and 1841,but at least one local was not
impressedwith the way the mill was run. Farmerand builderWilliam Sibley advertisedin
1 8 4 :1
Hamilton Miil-rThe inhabitants of the District are informed that Bank Cheques are not
considered legal payment at Mr Kerr's Mill; as a proof, a cheque on the Derwent Bank
for three pounds, signed John Tod, which I had sent in payment for grinding, was
refused last week, and my cart sent home again, a distance of nine miles empty."

Despite(or perhapsbecause
o0 this unhappyexperience
Sibleyeventuallydecidedto buy the
mill, althoughit was probablynot until the 1850s.RobertTyrrell had the mill in 1848and
Sibley'spresencecan only be affirmedin 1853whenhe advertisedthat as he was going to
PortPhillip "no Book Accountswill be openedthis year.. .." It is probablethathe boughtthe
mill at this time: he certainlyownedit by the time of the 1858ValuationRoll. The influence
of the gold rushescan be noticed.In 1852the grindinganddressingrateswereincreasedto
one shilling a bushelwhile just two yearslater "[i]n consequence
of the High Pricesof
Labourandthe advanced
chargesin all othermatters"Sibleywas"reluctantlycompelled"to
increasehis grindinganddressingratesto oneshillingandsixpence.Althoughhe put the mill
up for salein 1861therewereevidentlyno buyersas he held it until his deathin 1871;his
obituarystatedthat"[h]e wasnot a manof brilliantparts,but hadmanyfriends."'n
The mill passedin turn to his childrenWilliam jnr, Anne and Charles.Charleslived at the
mill and ran it for at leastpart of its life, while other membersof the family were also
involvedlater on. TheseincludedRobertSpencerwhosemotherMaria Plumb was William
Sibleysnr'ssecondwife, andJamesTollandwho marriedCharles'daughterAda. By 1885a
nearbybut it useda steamengineand was run by Frank Bond,
bark mill was established
whereasthe flour mill was run by William Shelverton(ex-Kemptonsteammill+ee 5.6)
until his deathlater that year and there is no evidencethat there was ever a steamengine
there.Mrs Shelvertoncontinuedto leasethe mill until at least1888.The 1894-5Post Office
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Directory has no referenceto the mill, but accordingto the 1900 edition it was again
operational.Soonafterwardsthe interior was destroyedby fire and the mill neverworked
again.oo

The mill property has been owned by the Booth family since the 1920s,and the mill
building-2 storeysanda bin floor-was usedasa barn,althoughit lookssomewhatderelict
in two sketchesby EireneMort dated1933.The back of the mill and evenhay storedin the
first floor werewashedawayin the 1960floods,andthe buildingwas demolished.
Many of
the stoneswereusedfor buildingculvertsat Rossfor the new road,while otherswere used
locallyfor buildingpurposes.o'

4.6 Bothwell
4.6.1Nant
As with New Norfolk andHamilton,settlement
in the Bothwell(initially UpperClyde) area
led quickly to the establishment
of flour mills. The first wasbuilt by EdwardNicholas,who
hadchartereda shipto bringhim andhis family to Van Diemen'sLand.Followinghis arrival
in August 1821with money,seedsandagriculturalequipmentto the valueof f 1800he was
granted1800acreson the banksof the Fat Doe River (laterthe Clyde) andbecamethe first
settlerin the area.He namedthe property"Nant," theWelshword for valley andthe nameof
his propertyin Wales.No doubtthe distancefrom milling facilitiesencouraged
him to build
his own andby June1825was ableto announcethat he had completeda "Corn Grist Mill"
which wascapableof grindingfour bushelsan hour.He chargedtenpencea bushel,or eight
pounds[3.6kg] toll. He wasprobablyhis own millwright as the Land Commissioners
wrote
"...he
is a mostingeniousman hasbuilt his own house,hasfinisheda goodCornMill,
that
and is very industrious...."The mill was built 200m to the west of the Clyde River (map
referenceDennistoun0I 4107).0'
Oneof the big problemsfor all themills on theClydeRiverwasthe unreliabilityof the water
supply.ArchibaldMcDowall later deposedthat: "[w]hen I first saw the Clyde, in 1825,I
couldwalk acrossit dryshod,exceptin places.It wasreally a chainof waterholes."No doubt
this was in summer,when there was perhapsthe greatestcall on the mills. McDowall
continuedthat the inhabitantsof the arcaoften had to sendto other parts of the colony for
dressedflour. In 1833Nicholasjoined with William Roadknightof Hamilton and Thomas
Axford of the otherBothwellmill at Thorpeto improvethe supply.Roadknightwroteto the
government"...to solicit permissionin conjunctionwith Mr T. Axford and Nicholasthe
othermillersuponthis river to erectsuchdamsandsluicesat the LakeCrescentandSorellas
may be necessary...."There is then a discrepancyin the sources:McDowall saifin
1888--thatthe only work doneat this time wasthe deepening
of the channelto enablewater
to be drawnfrom Lake Crescent,but a newspaper
reportin 1857saysthat a dam was also
constructed(but seebelow). Whateverhappenedit seemsto have improvedthe situation
considerably,
aswhenHenryAndersonrentedThorpein 1836he assuredhis customersthat:
"[flrom the cut thatwasmadefrom LakePresent(sic)...theUndersigned
is enabledto insure
(sic)a sufficientsupplyof waterin the driestseason,
to keephis mill in constantwork."o'
The watersupplyfor the BothwellandHamiltonmills becamea contentiousissuein 1856,
whenRobertQuayleKermodecameinto conflictwith the millers.The problemfor Kermode
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wasthat as a resultof the cut removingwaterat Lake Crescentsomemarshland next to the
lakehadgraduallydriedout andhadbecomea favouritefeedinggroundfor sheep.Movesby
the millers to dam the lake and thus raiseit to its old level meantthat he would lose this
pasture,so Kermoderemovedthe dam.Accordingto theHobart TownCourierthe damhad
beentherefrom 1832,but if this wereso the marshwould not havedried out so this seems
unlikely. It is more likely that the dam was erectedearly in 1856.Probablyfollowing its
removal, GeorgeNicholas and ThomasAxford, landowners,and A. McDowall, miller,
amongstothers,petitionedtheHouseof Assembly:
Petitionersare deeplyinterestedin the preservationof a pure and sufficient supply of
Waterin the River Clyde, for the purposenot only of turning their Flour Mills, but also
of their households;andtheybelievethat this canbe fully andcheaplysecuredby a Dam
at the Lake Crescent...sothat the watersof the Lake may be raisedto their original
height; and they pray that a Bill may be broughtinto your HonourableHousefor the
purposeof enablingthemto erectsucha Dam asmay be required,andto protectit from
damageor destruction.oo
In 1857 a bill was passedthrough parliamentto set up the Clyde Water Trust, supersededin
1869 by the Clyde Water Act which gave the water trusteesthe power to erect sluice gates
(and a dam) at Lake Crescent.The channel between Lakes Sorell and Crescent was also
deepenedso that water from Sorell could more readily pass through to Crescent.However,
Kermode threatenedthe Trust with legal action and initially the water was allowed to go to
waste in the winter, although eventually it was conserved.Emotions ran high during the 30year dispute: the writer in the Hobart Town Courier claimed that unless the water was kept
high, the river "would be the fruitful sourceof dysenteryand deathto all the dwellers on the
banks of the Clyde, in its 60 miles t96kml of length;" while a correspondentfor the Mercury
wrote that the Clyde Trust had ruined 500 acresat Interlaken that Kermode had spentf 10 an
acre reclaiming and laying down with grasses,and "[i]t seemsinequitablethat, for the benefit
of a few acres at Sherwood, and to supply water for a mill near Bothwell, Mr. Kermode's
500 acres should be sacrificed...." In 1888 the millers were forced to light another battle
when a proposalwas made to take water from Lake Sorell in the direction of Tunbridge.ot
Meanwhile, the Nant mill continued to function, although it is difficult to follow its history
as for most of its operationit seemsto have provided flour more for the family rather than as
a commercial operation. Certainly this was so in 1888, and the paucity of newspaper
advertisementsfor the mill indicate that it was often the case.The Nicholas family eventually
owned considerableproperty and their employeeswould have required a greatdeal of flour.
Following the death of the pioneer Edward in 1837 his son George advertisedthat the mill
was "thoroughly repaired," while in 1853 George Clarence Nicholas (a nephew of the
original George?) advised that he would take possessionof the mill, with grinding and
dressingcosting one shilling a bushel, and cracking of wheat sixpence.It was very likely in
1857 that the original mill was replacedby a new one. The secondashlar mill, still extant,
seemsto date from the sameperiod as the similar wing of the housewith the date "1857" in
its gabled end. This was also the year when the Clyde Water Trust was established,and
perhapsthe certainty of a reasonablesupply encouragedGeorgeto erect a new mill.ou
In 1870 George's brother Henric advertisedfor a miller, and the following year the trustees
of the late George put the property including the watermill up for auction. However, in 18812 the mill was owned by William Nicholas who advertisedhimself in Maning's Post Office
Directory as a miller. Following his death in 1889 the property was let, firstly to Thomas
Headlam and then Thomas Newman and finally to the Campbell brothers. John Campbell
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bought Nant in 1926. It is most unlikely that the mill was ever used tor grinding after
William's death.John Campbelldoes not appearto have even used it for chafl-cutting,a
commonusefor old mills (seee.g. 4.6.2).However,he did usethe wheel for pumping.Nant
was sold in 1976to Ted Archer.o'
The secondstoneNant Mill, probablydating trom 1857, still standsin original condition
with a live mill race lrom the Clyde. The iron breastshotwheel designedand macleby R.
Kennedy& Sonsis a later replacement,as the Kennedysdid not arrive in Tasmaniauntil
1883to becomeownersof the DerwentIronworksand EnginceringCo. The castiron crankdriven pumps seemto date from the sametime. The interior drive mechanismto two setsclf
millstonesis largely complete.On an interior wall is writing trom 1884 tallying Lrp the
amountclf flour, rolled [oats?]and bran in the mill; this may indicatethe last time the mill
was used. An attachedbrick building seemsto be older than the mill and may be a later
addition to the first wooden mill, but there is no way of verifying this. Becauseof- its
excellent condition and the presenceof a Tasmanian-made
water wheel, this mill ranks as
one of the most importantin the state.o'

4.6.2Thorpe
The second flour mill in the Bothwell area was built at Thorpe, the property settled hy
Thomas Axtord of Berkshire and named atier the tamily farm of his wit'e Martha Slade.
Axford and f amily arrived in 1822on the Christianawith the millwright John Wats and it is
temptingto think that Wattswas the millwright employedf or Thorpe.In 1829he claimedto
have erectedseveralmills in the colony. The mill was built to the southof the Clyde River
and to the west of what is now DennistounRoad (map reterence009096).Evidencegiven to
the parliamentarySelect Committee by Archibald McDowall refers to one llour mill
operatingwhen he lirst arrivedat the Clyde in 1825,so that this would indicatethat Thorpe
had not been working belore I April 1826 when Axford announcedgrinding ratesof one
shilling. Although he addedthat he did not give credit he evidently had dilllculty making
peopleunderstandthis as in Novemberhe was lorced to rciteratethat "he cannot,under any
pretencewhatever,allow credit.""
Despitethe severityof the tone of this advertisement,
Axtord had "an atlable good humoured
manner" and was of "respectableappearance
and pleasingaddress,"accordingto Savery.He
madea successof his mill, Rossin his Alntanackof 1831explaininghow:
Owing to the remoteness
of the greaterpart of this clistrictfrc-lmthe markctof Hr-rbarttown, crornandothercolonialproducethat must be transported
by land carriageare of
contparatively
lessvalueon the larmsthanin the New NorfolkandRichmonddistricts,
greatpart of both which (sic) possess
convenientwatercarria_ee.
Thercis howeverone
advantagewhich the back farmsof this district enjoy over them. in being able more
convenientlyto supplythe numeroushutsof the stockkeepers
on the grazingtarms,still
beyondon thehigherpartsof theShannon
andOuseandroundthelakes....
Accordingto William Clark of Cluny in 1834,"no-oneexceptthe millers in this districthave
madeanythingby farming."to
In 1828 Axford attemptedto sell or leasethe mill and tarm but without success.and the
following year began building a new brick mill next to the old (timber'l) one. Family
tradition holds that the clay tor the bricks was dug trom the tail race, while the lime for the
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mortar probablycamelrom the local lime kilns 5km away. The millwright could well have
beenEdward Nicholasof Nant's eldestson,also Edward.an engineerand architectwho had
arrivedin 1834with his wite and tive childrenand a few monthslater advertisedhis ability
to provideplansand specitications
for "any gentlemanwho may be abouterectingany public
or privatebuildings...."It was 1836beforethe mill was completedand part of the rcasonlor
the delaycould well havebeenthe necessityof securinga betterwatersupply(see4.6.1).''
Henry Andersonrentedthe mill and farm in 1836,althoughhe was probablynot pleasedlater
in the year when his obligationtherepreventedhim liom becomingthe managerof the Clyde
Company at Port Phillip. Thomas Axford returned to the mill in l84l following the
insolvencyof AlexanderAndersonwho had beenleasingsinceat least 1842."
In 1855just beforethe furore over the water supplyerupted,the builder ol' Thorpe mill was
on his way to a sale at Lackey's mill at Bagdad (see 5.1.3) when he was robbed and
murderedby the notoriousRocky Whelan at ConstitutionHill. He was succeededat Thorpe
by his son ThomasAxford jnr and John Tophamleasedthe mill in that year. althoughit is
quite possiblethat A. McDowall leasedit in 1856.The mill was let to JamesTaylor during
the 1870s;he reducedthe grindingratesto ninepencea bushelin 1871but raisedthem again
to one shilling the tollowing year. Taylor was still the lesseewhen the estatewas put up tor
auction in 1879 by "the late Thomas Axford's trustees"(presumahlyAxford junior). The
estateincludedthe "large mill built of brick, containingone pair of stones,with all necessary
machinery,and residencefor the miller. Thereis a never-failingsupply of water tor driving
the mill...." The mill was boughtby Henry Chamberlen,marriedto Thoma Axford jnr's
sister,and in 1888 was "constantlyused by the public." Following Hcnry Chamberlen's
death in 1899, the estate was sold to Frederick McDowall, srandson of the original
Archibald,lor f3250."
Although other mills around the state were closing down Thorpe continued to be worked
following Federation,and in 1903 the machinery was overhauledby Kennedy & Sons of
Hohart. It was probablyat this time that a set of Carterand Turner's Patentrollers was added
to the singleset of millstonesin an attemptto competewith the largecommercialmills. (The
presentowner who reconstructedthe mill believesthat therewas a secondsot of stoneswhich
the rollers replaced,althoughthereis no written evidenceof this.) Accordingto his iournal,
McDowall employedprotessionalmillers but he often helpedwith grain handling,raising
and dressingthe millstonesand cleaningout the water races.His daughtersin rccent times
were able to recall the miller "Ducky" Brown perpetuallycoveredin llour and surroundedhy
ducks cleaning up the spilt grain and flour. The mill stoppedgrinding wheat in 1907 hut
continuedcutting chaff until 1916when the water wheel axle wore out and broke; with the
shortageof labourdue to the First World War McDowall was unableto replaceit.'o
Once the mill stoppedworking, willows grew and eventuallychokedthe mill race so that the
river was forced straightinto the mill. By the 1970sthc mill was virtually standingin water
for twelve monthsof the year with the 2m high water wheel and other machinerycompletely
submergedin silt. Beginningrn 1975 the Bignells,descendants
from McDowall and by then
the ownersof the mill, beganan ambitiousrestorationprojectwhich involved rcplacingthe
wooden shingleroof with asbestos
cementslates:digging a new l.5k taii race and pushing
the resultant dirt into the old one; clearing or re-digging the 500m hcad race: almosr
completely reconstructingthe three sluice gates 200m and 50m before the mill and
immediatelyabovethe water wheel; and repairingthe two weirs at a fork in the river--one
had been a sandstoneframe into which wooden hatchescould be droppedtcl block the llow
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but this had been replacedwith concreteabout 1958,while the other had been a log with
additional vertical boardsdriven down and this weir too had to be concrete.Inside the mill
the overshotwater wheel 2m wide was salvagedand rebuilt to the original design:a new axle
6m long and 40cm in diameterwas fitted and the wheel rebuilt with celery top pine. As well,
the gearing,all windows and the doors and bottom lloor were rebuilt. As a result of all this
work, ThorpeMill onceagainproducedflour on 17 July 197J."
Although there has been considerablereconstructionthere is much that is original of the
second1836mill, in particularthe buildingitself of handmadebricks on a clrcssecl
sandstone
foundation,which makes it one of the earliestsurviving intact mills in Tasmanirand
Australia.The water wheel is the only remainingovershotwheel of such early design;the
iron frames(singlecastings)at eachend are possiblytrom the tirst mill, as the absenceof a
similar castingin the middle betweentwo compartments
suggests
that the width of the wheel
may have beenincreasedat the time of the 1836rebuild.There is still a live mill race,and
associatedwith the mill are someitems reclaimedtrom the mucl,plus a reel rlr large f-lour
dresser,a ThomasTyson (agentfor Carter anclTurner) grain cleanerand smutter,and the
sack hoist which remainedreasonablyintact. The Carter and Turner's Patcntrollers have
survivedand are the only known extantrollers of that brandin the state.For all thesereasons
ThorpeMill is of the highestsigniticance,not only for the statebut alsotor the nation.su

4.7 Ouse - Millbrook
Whcn Ross' Almanacftof 1831noted of the two mills at Bothwell that a large part of their
customcame from supplyingthe stock-keepers
on the back runs (see4.6.2), tt"went on to
prophesythat "...when mills are erectedon the ShannonanclOuse both aboundingin the
most convenientand powerful waterlalls,capableof working machinery to almost any
extent,the value of the more interior farms of this districtwill be much enhanced."No mill
was ever built on the Shannon,but one on the Ousedid tollow four yearslater. In January
1835 Walter A. Bethuneof Dunrobin placedan advertisement
calling on millwrights ancl
contractors,saying: "[t]he undersignedis about to erect a Flour Mill on that part of his
property situatedon the West bank of the river Ouse, and invites tendersfrom competent
persons."Bethunehad beena successfulmerchantin Hobart Town who settledpermanently
on Dunrobin in 1830 and by leaseor purchasesoon acquired25 (X)0acres.No recrtrdhas
been lound as to who was the successfultenderer,although The Herituge o.f Australig
speculatesWilliam Roadknightwhich is most unlikely. Edward Nant the younger,having
just arrivedin the colony,may well havebeeninvolvedlsee4.6.1)."
The mill was built to the south-eastof the Victoria Valley Road (map rel-erenceOuse
7 62965) and when Burn visited the district around 1840 he regardedit as "a capital flourmill." It was obviouslyafier it was built that the propertywas called"Millbrook"" Very little
is known aboutits operation.The propertywas occupiedby John Straceyin 1856and Julia
Smith in 1858: Bethunehad marriedCharlotteStraceyand her sisterhad married Captain
Smith, so it appearsthat the housewas simply used by family members.The Bethunes
returnedto Englandin 1856,and following Charlotte'sdeathin 1864the propertywas put up
for sale"under the MarriageSettlementof W.A. Bethune""It includedthe mill "substantially
built of stone,a 6-room cottage.granary[and] stores"..as
now ctccupiedby Mr Smith." The
mill and tarm was sold to JamesHoward.a former seruant.for f 1350in Novcmber ltl65. In
1871he advertisedfor a "good. steadymiller" so was obviouslyworking the mill" tn 1877
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when he advertisedMillbrook for sale he describedthe mill as "substantiallybuilt of stone,
havingeveryconvenienceand in capitalrepair,with a goodbusincssconnection.. .""
The mill was boughtby Henric Nicholasof Cawood,the son of Edward of Nant (see4.6.1).
GeorgeNicholaslived on the estate,but in 1881it was Henric who ottbredthe mill tor lease.
In 1880the lesseewas JamesTolland,later of the Hamilton Mill (sec4.5), while in 1896 it
was F. Brown who wrote to Schumacher's
Mill FurnishingWorks praisingtheir round rccl
rapid tlour dressingmachine.Later the sameyear GeorgeNicholas ordereda Schumacher's
premier t-eederand mixer, and then an elevatorwith belting, pulleys etc. According to the
TasnmnianMctil in 1903,the main purposefor milling at this stagewas to provide the t-lour
required on the estate.Ledger books still on the estatemention the selling of tlour until 2
September1909, and this could well be when the mill stoppedworking. The last George
Nicholasin residencedied in 1934,and his wif-ein the early 1940s.Geoff Chapmanbought
the Millbrook sectionof the Nicholasestateabout 1916,and his son Giles still owns it. The
water wheel continuedto operatea water pump for irrigationuntil the 1960tlood, and then
the Hydro ElectricCommissiontook the water."
The brcastshotwater wheel was replacedabout 1878; the Chapmansown a plan of the
proposedwater and pit wheelpreparedtor H. Nicholasby Ford & Pye, timher merchantsand
engineersof Hobart, and as they traded under this name for only two years this dates the
replacementwheel very well. About 194t1two pairs of millstoneswere taken out to prevent
the tloor from collapsingcompletely,while about 1950 the pit wheel spokcswere hroken
when a crowbar,put into the wheel to stop it revolving,was inadvertentlylefl in when the
water was put back on the water wheel. However, apart trom these minor blemishes
Millbrook Mill remainstoday in largely its original condition. Moreover, it has the best
collection of any mill in the state of mid-nineteenthcentury dressing machinery and
millwrighting equipment,includinga line collectionof mill bills and thrifls, and a stepblock
for litting the runnerstone.Thesehelp put it into the list of the tive most signillcantmills in
the state.uu

It is of someinterestthat threeof the six most importantmills extantin Tasmania-:Thorpe,
Millbrook and \np1-nre lound within such a shoft distanceof each other. Mr;ch more of
Clarendontoo would have survivedbut for the 1960l-loodand an unintentionalfire. Their
survival can be put down to their location on farms, and the relative isolation of the
communitiesaroundthem which causedthem to be operatedlor longer than rnills in other
areas.
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CHAPTER FIVE
THE JORDANVALLEY: BRIDGEWATERTO OATLANDS

5.1Bagdad/Mangalore
5.1.1Armytage'sMills
The first grant of land in the BagdadValley was madein 1813 (see5.1.2) so the areamust
have been lairly undevelopedwhen George Armytage arrived in 1816 as a free settler,
havingmovedfrom Sydneywhich was his initial destinationthe year before.By 1817he had
500 acreswhich he improved with such successthat he was later grantedanother 1000acres.
As well as being a fatmer this "determined,proud, intelligent" man also workeclas a division
constableand district poundkeeperand later kept a hotel. Around 1822 he rcmoved to his
propertyat Bagdad(it is not clearwherehe was living previously)and decidedto build a mill
there, using his engineeringtraining. In November 1822 he was able to announce"that his
Mill at Bagdadhasbegunto work.... The Proprietortlattershimself,that this Mill is equalto
any in Van Diemen's Land, and assuresthe Public that the greatestattention and dispatch
may be dependedupon. Terms one shilling and threepence
per bushel."Almost nothing is
known of this mill except that it used colonial stones,but presumablyit was wooden.
Armytageaddedthat he intendedto cany on his tradcof wheelwrightat Bagdad.'
It is not known how long this mill workedbut in 1834Armytagebuilt a secondmill, possibly
on the samesite. This mill was lully describedby LheHobart Tow,nCottrier.
Mr Armytage,of Bagdad,has, we learn, erecteda most capaciousflour nrill and
threshingmachineunderone roof. and drivenby one immensewheelupwardst-tf10Vz
feet[12m]diameter,
whichit wasnecessary
to makeof thatlargedimensions
tr-lgive the
comparative
smallsupplyof watersuflicientpower....Thewholeof themechanisnt
is of
colonialmanufacture.
The patternsof the wheelsandiron machinerywerenradeby Mr
Esby (sic),a very ingeniousman,oneof the survivorsof the Hibernia,and Mr Harris.
the brassfounderof Macquariestreet.castthe wheelsandotherpiecesof the mill with
greatsolidityand exactness.
The mill will be a vastconvenience
to the settlersin the
neighbourhood,
who wereoftenobligedto carrytheir cornto Mr. Terry'snrill, at New
Norfolk.andsometimes
to Hobarttown to be ground,andwe trustit will prt-lvecqually
advantageous
to Mr Armytage,the laudableand enterprisingprojector,whr) has
expended
betweentwo andthreethousandpoundson theundertaking.
This is the first record of any mill in the colony making extensive Llse of locally
manufacturedcastiron for its gearingand its water wheel.The mill was probahlybuilt neal
his houseat Milford (now Milford Manor), as the mill was said to be about 7Vzmrles[2.5kml
from SayesCourt. It beganworking about the beginningof Decemberbgt little more is
known of it, althoughin 1842 Armytage suppliedt-lourtor the Green Ponds (Kempton)
protrationstation"2
Armytage moved to Victoria in 1847 and when he advertisedin 1848 that the estateof
Milford comprising4000 acreswas for let the propertyincludeda water and sreammill" The
addition of steam would have been of great benefrt as the supply of water in the Bagdad
Rivulet was very poor in summer(see5.I.2), but it is not known when it was installed.In the
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obituary of engineerAlexanderClark it was statedthat the first bushelof wheat threshedby
steamin Tasmaniawas by an engineimportedand erectedby Clark tor Armytage, and as the
threshingmachinewas in the samebuilding it is probablethat this was also usedlor the mill.
As the obituary implies that the enginewas the tirst productionof Clark when he set up in
businessfor himself after leavingJohn Walker's employment(see2.3) and before he built
the tirst flour mill in Victoria for Thomas Learmonthwhich was 1841, it was probably
installedabout 1840.CharlesFosterleasedthe propertyfor sevenyearstiom 1850.In July he
announcedthat the BagdadMill was at work and he was chargingsixteenpencea bushel,bnt
by the tollowing April he was sub-lettingthe mill. Following Foster'sdeparturein 1857the
estate"together with a corn mill" were oftered again tor lease,but no further newspaper
referencesto the mill have beenfound, not even when Milford Estatewas offbred for sale in
1877.It is likely that by the end of the 1850sit was no longerworking, with Lackey's Mill
(see5.1.3)remainingas the only functioningmill in the neighbourhood.'
Residentsof the arearemembera sandstone
or brick buildingjust to the south-east
of Milford
Manor which they were told was the mill, but it was pulleddown manyyearsago.*

5.1.2Hayes' Mills
ThomasHayesoriginally had a small tarm at New Town (see3.1.1) but receiveda grant of
50 acres at Bagdad in September1813, possibly the tirst person to receive one there.
According to his son John,Thomasexchangedhis land at New Town tor cattle and sheepas
money was scarce,and they moved to Bagdad(which includedBrighton Plains)where they
had the whole district to themselvesfor a time. When the bushrangerMichael Howe visited
while Hayes was entertainingThomas Stockerin 1816, Howe was able to get away with
f300 worth of goodswhich indicatesthat he was doingfairly well.'
In the same 1822 issue of the Hobart Town Gazettein which Armytage advertisedthat his
mill had started working Hayes too announcedhe was building a mill. Trained as a
millwright, Hayeswas ableto designan unusualsort of watermill.
Mr. ThomasHayes, Sen.of Bagdad.begsto informtheSettlersof the Colony,thathe is
constructing
a WaterMill on a very usefuland economical
Plan,which will enrbrace
(sic)at pleasure
everyadvantage,
andtheconvenience
of beingremoveable
to anyfall of
Water,fiom 4 feetll.2ml andupwards.
Thewholeis not morethana cartload,andmay
be seenat Mr. William Hayes'sfarnr,at Bagdad,within a Monthfiom this Date.It will
grind fiom 2 to 4 tlushelsper hour.according
to the quantityof Water,and its expenc-e
(sic)is estimated
from f 100to f 120.The Inventorwill engagcto flx themaccordingtct
orderin anypartc-rf
theColony.u
It is possiblethat this was a "Norse" mill, with a horizontalwheel and direct drive to a single
pair of stones.It is not known whetheranyoneelsetook up his plan,but Hayes' mill operated
for about twelve years.It was a real family aftbir, positionedas it was on his son's William
farm with anotherson John (later MHA) ollen working as the miller. William's 50 acres
were located a little to the south of the current Bagdad post ottlce in approximatelythe
locationof Wilson's Roadand were to the west of the BagdadRivulet,thus now bisectedby
the Midland Highway. The supply of water for the mill must have been a problem as the
Bagdad Rivulet was oflen dry; in fact when Thomas Hayes was granted his land it was
describedas south-westof the Bagdad"run of ponds."About 1816the water was diverted,
perhapsto provide water to a houseor for irrigation.By 1834the mill-race was the rivulet
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and the old courseof the rivulet was cultivatedland. When Dr John Espie took up land
further upstreamat what is now SayesCourt rn 1822the Hayestamily was given permission
to enterEspie'sland to look atier the race.t
When in 1826the Land Commissioners
went pastHayes'farm, "his Housecuriouslyseated
on the Top of a Hill," the small mill was grinding wheat at fitteen pencea bushel.Nothing
more is known of this mill. However,ThomasHayescontinuedto demonstrate
his ingenuity
by inventing a horizontalwindmill "upon an entirely new principal (sic)." Basedupon a
model,the mill designwas claimedto havethe samepower as the commonpostmill and use
similar gearing,with the added advantageof being able to "use its own powcr to face the
wind" and regulateitself if the wind was too strong.It would be interestingto know if this
was the designof mill usedby Mann for the DaveyStreetwindmill (sce2.10)."
Following the deathof Thomas,his son William took over the watermill and rebuilt it with
"double motion," presumablytwo pairs of stones.This would have requiredconsiderable
capitaland probablyexplainswhy he took one Williams into partnershipwith him. The new
mill had been operatingfor less than a year when Hayes' relationshipwith Espie suddenly
souredand the mill's operationwas threatened.The sourceof the problem was the fact that
Espiewishedto buy a farm belongingto Hayesbut when it was boughtby ArmytageEspie
took his revengeby cutting the bank at the side of the mill race. This causcdthe water to
escapeand the mill to stop. When the miller John Williams (possiblya relation of Hayes'
partner)went to investigate,Espietold him: "I forbid you or William Hayeslrom going up
this mill-race any more, tbr I am determinedyou shall not have one drclpof water down the
raceany more; and I'll let him know, I will havethat placeup yonderyet!"'
At the resultantcourt casethe Attorney Generalappearedtor Dr Espie and tried to det-endhis
client on the groundsthat as Hayescould not prove twenty years' continllanceownershipof
the water coursethere was no caseto answer,but as Gellibrand, the lawyer tor Hayes and
Williams so rightly said,if this objection"were to hold good,everymill in the colony would
be destroyed...."He went on to say that if Espiehad cut the bank becausehe wantedthe land
which had beenboughtby Armytage,then "he (Mr Gellibrand)was ashamedof him." Miller
Williams and ThomasHayes deposedthat the trade of the mill had droppedconsiderably
sincethe mill waterwas stopped,which William Pagefrom ConstitutionHill corrclborated
by
sayingthat the mill had beenworking very slowly and it was threeweeksbelorehe got some
corn back. Fellow-mill owner Armytagetestifiedthat in normal times the mill would grind
tiom three to four bushelsan hour and the proflts of the mill would be about sixpencea
bushel;thejury awardeddamagesof €4 16 shillings."'
No turther referenceshave been found to the operationof this mill so it is possible that
Espie'sactionresultedin its permanentclosurc.However,if it did stop wol'king at this time
anothercausecould alsohavebeenthe competitionprovidedby the two otherlargermills in
the vicinity (see5.1.1and 5.1.3).By 1857when it was ownedby Armytageit was described
as "Old Mill, Bagdad,50 acres,"so had obviouslynot worked for some time. No rcmains
havcbeenlocated."

5.1.3Lackey's Mill
The third mill to be built at Bagdadwas to be the most long-lasting.It was built by Michael
Lackey who had alreadybuilt a mill on the BlackmanRiver nearwhat is now Tunbridge (see
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11.1). By May 1826 he had paid f500 to SurveyorEvans tor tine marsh land originally
grantedin small lots to the early settlerson the eastemside of the Bagdad Rivulet, and by
September1828he was erecting"a very superiormill upon a largescale."The mill was built
on what is now called Milford at 16 Goodwins Road, Mangalore(map ret'erenceTea Tree
201788)with a lengthymill racefrom a damjust to the southof Wilson's Road (apprclximate
map reterenceBroadmarsh192793).InDecember1829he was able to advertise.
Mr. M. Lackeyrespectfully
begsleaveto informtheinhabitants
of Bagdad,Crossmarsh,
Broadmarsh,Black brush,Old Beach,Teatreebrush,Coal river, and all others...that
his excellentMill is nowin full operation
andreadyfor thereceptionof grain....
The stonemill was capableof holding severalthousandbushelsof wheat and Lackey valued
it and the otherbuildings on the propertyat f2500."
For sometime Lackey conductedboth his mills from his home at Bagdad.He was perhaps
indulging in an ingeniouspieceof advertisingwhen he entereda horsecalled "Maid of the
Mill" into a raceat Gatehouse's
racecourse
at New Town in 1833,and must haveheenhighly
gratified when it won. The Bagdadmill suf-fbredlrom the shortageof water that attlicted the
other mills and severaltimes Lackey thought it worth while to advertise,for example,"that
the late rains have aflordedhim an amplesupply of water." In 1842Lackey held government
contractsto provide flour for four prohationstations(Oatlands,Jedcho,Lovely Banks and
Picton) and oncethey were completedhe reducedhis grinding and dressingrate to tenpencea
bushel. Following Lackey's death in 1843 Mrs Mary Lackey (nee Kimberley) ran the
business,advertisingfor millers on a regularbasisuntil March 1855when she otfered both
Mill Farm and anotherproperty at the EasternMarshesfor lease.At this time the mill was
saidto havea "thrashingmachineaftixed."The following month sheheld a saleof livestock,
waggonsand agriculturalequipment-a fatetul saleas ThomasAxtord o1 Thorpe was on his
way therewhen he was murdered(see4.6.2)-and shelett the colony.From then on the tarm
was underthe controlof her son-in-lawCharlesLempriere.''
The mill and tarm had a succession
of tenants,includingGeorgeBisdee,G.T. Harrisonand
AlexanderFinlay.The latter was in possession
trom at least l86tl to 1877,oflen advertising
"1u11
in the autumnthat the mill was in
operationfor the season."However,the "season"was
probablyvery short-lived.Alexander'ssonGeorgewas the miller tor the tamily and his diary
from 1875 mentionsonly a few days grinding each May.When the Finlays moved to
CampbellTown rn 1877the unexpiredterm of Finlay's leasewas ottered tor sale; by this
time the mill had wood-cuttingand chatf-cuttingmachineryattached.Edward Graf became
the tenant and when the estatewas auctionedthe tollowing year he was thc purchaser.In
Maning's Posr OfficeDirectoryfor 1881-2Graf is listedas a tlour miller, althoughwhen the
SpecialCorrespondenttor the Mercun) visited in 1885 he still called it "Lackley's (sic)
Mill."'o
Over the course of its history the mill underwentseveralname changes.Lackcy began by
calling it BagdadMills, in contrastto Armytage'sMillord. By 1855the estatewas known as
Mill Farm. but in the 1858 ValuationRoll it was called Miles Rene.In 1865 it was called
Millbrook Estateand Finlay called the mill variouslyMiltord Mill, BagdadFlour Mill and
Bagdad Mill. In 1877 the property was Milford Mill Estateand the tollowing year it was
Milford Estate.Despitethe confusionwith Armytage'sproperty,this is the name hy which it
''
is still known.

99

In 1929when AdolphusGraf sold the propertyto the Goodwinsthe mill wheel and other mill
machineryhad gone.The three-storey
stonebuildingsurviveduntil the 1967bushlires which
causedsuch damagethat the building was pulled down and an iron shedbuilt on the same
foundationswith the samedimensions,althoughnot as high. The raftersliom the mill were
reusedin the new shed.The outline of the mill pond behindthe housecan still be seen,as
well as the courseof the mill race on the side of the valley. It is a great pity that this very
early mill which had survivedso long shouldhavebeenlost so rccently.'"

5.2 Bri ghtonlPontville
Any discussionof thesetwo localitieshas to take into accounta contusionabout what the
namesactuallysignify. Accordingto John Hayes(see5.1.2),the name "Bagdad" was used
tor the entire valley including Mangaloreand Brighton Plains.The Pontville Bridge was
initially calledthe BagdadBridge.When Macquadevisitedin 1821and flxed on a site for a
township "on a peninsulaformed by the Jordan River and StrathallenCreek lso named
nowl", he called the site where he stoppedBagdadPlainsand the new town site Brighton.
The first settlementin the areawas the Brighton PlainsMilitary Station and was where Tea
Tree Road meets Ford Road. The new village of Pontville developedafier the bridge was
built in 1834-7andatler an 1838subdivisionand saleof' land. However.the confusionover
the namesexisted long after this. In 1856 the military station was relerred to as the "Old
Pontville Station." In the 1892-3 Po,st Office Directory the two localities are given as
"Brighton (Pontville)"and "Brighton (Railway Station),"while in 1903 a SpecialReporter
for the TasnmnianMail wrote: "The part of the countryknown as Brightonis 16 miles t25kl
from Hobart. The oftlcial title for the placeis Pontville." Thus the areadenotedhy either of
thesenamesat any particulartime hasto be deducedfrom the context.'7

5.2.1.1Reynoldstmill
In 1825 ThomasGarrett,having been unableto find a suitablesite for a grant of land at
Bagdadon which to erect a watermill-and no wonder as therewere alreadytwo in the area
(see5.lFasked for land at BrightonPlainsbetweenthe road and the river Jordanon which
to erecta windmill. Garrettdid not proceed,moving on to own the DynnyrneMill and later
the RokebyMill (see2.11 & 6.1.1),and in February1827David Reynoldsmemorialised
the
government:
...Memorialistis a residentSettlerat Bagdad,andmostrespectfully
begsleaveto solicit
permission
Your Excellency's
for sufflcientLandon BrightonPlainsfor the purposeof
erec-ting
a Windmill for grindingGrain- therebeingno Mill of that descriptionwithin
ten milesof that placein any direction,to the greatinconvenience
and expenseto the
Settlers
.asMr. Garretthasdeclineda buildingof the kind at Brighton.the situation
whereonhe hadfixedwouldproveverydesirable....
Reynoldswas given permissionbut was told to be "careful to contorm to the lines marked
out on the groundfor tuturestreets."'t
He was the brother-in-lawof Daniel Stantieldjnr who had erecteda mill at Rokeby (see
6.1.1) and as Stanfieldand Michael Lackey of the BagdadMill were also rclatedthrough
marryingKimberleysisters,buildingmills might be consideredto be a family occupation.In
February 1828 Reynoldsadvertisedfor an experiencedmillwright to erect a windmill but by
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the time the 1830RossAlmnnackwas written it was still only in the processof being built.
According to the 1834 Almanack it was called the Avon Mill. UntortunatelyReynolds
drownedthat sameyear when a boat on which he was taking a load of grain to Hobart Town
was upsetduring a gale.It is quite possiblethat his wile Mary (nee Stantleld)sold the mill
afterhis deathas noneof the (admittedlvfew) reterences
to it mentionher nameasain.'o
9

E. Weavill was occupyingthe mill in 1836,and he neededa "liee or Ticket-of leave Man"
to run it. A Mr Hutton offered the saleof the Crown Inn in Brighton in the sameyear but the
advertisement
is contusingbecauseafter mentioning"thosemost desirablepremises,known
Inn,
Brighton,at presentoccupiedby Mr Weavill", it goeson to say: "There is
as the Crown
also an excellent run of the businessto the house, and the Mill attords a comtortable
living...." If this is Reynolds'windmill the Crown Inn must havebeenin a dillbrent loc:ation
from its presentone in Pontville as the windmill was betweenTea Tree Road and the Jordan
River. This is madeclear in an advertisementin 1ti39for an auctionof:
An Allotmentof Landin the Townshipof Brighton,containingfour ac'res,
nlorcur less,
boundedon the northsideby Cottage-row,
on the eastsidetry Richmond-street.
on the
west side by the Steyne,and on the south side by crown land. Togetherwith the
windmill;andalsothe messuage
or tenement
thereon;crectedandbuilt, andlatelyin the
possession
of Mrs EdwinWeavell(sic).
The sectionof Tea Tree Road which runs north-southwas then called Richmond Street.
Cottage Row was just to the south of and ran parallel to that section of Tea Trce Road
running east-west.The Steyne,or SteyneStreet,no longer exists.No further ret-crences
have
beenlocated.to
A locally-mademillstonefrom Brightonwas still in the areain the 1920s.It was said not to
havebecnusedfor long as it turnedthe tlour a dirtv colour.''
J

5.2.1.2Mary Lamprill's mill
In 1836, a few years after the death of her husbandDavid, Mary Reynolds married his
assignedservantWilliam Lamprill who had beenlucky enoughto survive the overturningof
the boatwhich had led to Reynolds'drowning.It is saidthat becausesheretusedto sign over
her property(valuedat f5000 in 1834)Lamprill eventuallylefl her. and shecarriedon alone.
At sometime before 1855shebuilt a small tower windmill on her propertySummervilleto
the east of Derwent Street and to the south of Tea Tree Road, so very close to the tlrst
windmill. It is shown in a sketchby von Guerarddated 19 May 1U55.The Summerville
homesteadhad beenthe residenceusedby the police magistratewhen the prison stationwas
close by. In the filfies the mill was being run by John Aylward who was also occupyingthe
Brighton watermill (see5.2.2).He returnedin the sixtiesand when in 1869she oftbredto let
"the Windmill on BrightonPlains,in capitalworking order,"Aylward boughtit.
By the time of the 1892-3Post OfficeDirectory Aylward was the miller only at the Brighton
railway station.In 1903 Summervillewas being run by H"E. Lamprill who useda windmill
to drive a machineto cut his chaff."
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5.2.2 Bri ghton watermill
Very little has been found about this mill. The detailed breakdown of the Mills and
ManufacturingReturnsfor 1849 indicatesthat it hadn't been built by that time. When the
estateof the late GamalielButler was otferedtor salein 1853thereis no mentionof a mill,
but by the time of the 1858 ValuationRoll Butler's trusteesown a mill operatedby John
Aylward. The mill was advertisedin 1877:"To Millers:To Let or Sell, a Water Mill, with 5
acresof land attachedat Brighton, closeto Railway Station." Aylward was still the miller in
the 1902Post OfficeDirectory."

5.2.3Pontville mill
tor the Mercwry visited"Pontville (Brightonis the nameit
When the SpecialCorrespondent
is better known by)" at the beginning of 1885 he noted that "Pontville hoasts a new
mill...driven by steam."The mill was owned and operatedby ThomasHodgmanwho had
the storein Pontville. A plan of the townshipdrawn aroundthe turn of the century showsthe
mill on the westernside of Prince Streetjust where it meetsCheyne Street,but this seems
unlikely as when it was oftered for sale with its two pairs of stonesin December 1893 the
mill and shop site were describedas "abutting on the Main-road." It is pclssible,however,
that it was only the shop which abutted the road. The various propertiesup for auction
formerly belongedto Hodgmanbut werenow in the handsof the CommercialBank.By 1903
the TasmanianMail correspondentcould see only "the remains of a llour mill." Local
residentsaverredquite recently that the millstoneswere in the river nearby, but thesehave
not beentound.t'

5.3 Bridgewater mill
This is another mill about which little is known. The tirst detinite ret'erenceto a mill at
Bridgewateris trom a sketchof the mill by "L.V.H." dated3 February1866.In November
1866William Brown of the BridgewaterMill advertisedthat he had takenthe mill and put it
in thoroughworking order.The site of this mill hasnot beendetermined,but the illustration
of it in the Mitchell Library showsit to be right on the toreshoreand part of a complex of
farm buildings.According to Walch's Almanac of 1867 the mill was owned by one Bell.
Roben Moore boughtit by 1tt68and CharlesMoore was the miller, but tho mill on lessthan
an acre was graduallyvaluedat less and less-trom f50 in 1tt68to f20 in 1870 to f10 in
187l-and by I871it was emptyand ownedby W Bealey.In I8l4 "that valuablepropertyat
Bridgewater,known as the windmill" was put up for auction.'''
The 1892-3Post Office Directory lists a flour mill owned by Robert Jannesat Bridgewater.
This may have beenthe windmill, but thereis a possibilitythat it was a new, perhapssteam,
mill. The 1903Directory lists Jannesat Old Beachas the owner, while FrederickBradshaw
the miller is at Bridgewater.He was presumablyrclated to John Bradshawwho had such a
long careeras a miller, in particularat Oatlands(see5"8).
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5.4 Broadmarsh
5.4.1Invercarron mill
It is unknown when either of the two Broadmarshmills began working, but both were
tunctioning in 1842accordingto the Mills and ManutacturingReturns.A market wcluldhave
beenprovidedby not only the free populationbut also the Broadmarshprobationstation,the
Commandantof which lived in the housewhich becamethe nucleusof Invercarron.The
property was acquiredin 1844 by LieutenantWilliam Gunn, known as "Wingy" aller his
right arm had to be amputatedwhen he was shot by a gang memberof bushrangerMatthew
Brady. Gunn was superintendent
of the Prisoners'Barracksin Hobart Town. hut in 1846he
was moved to Launceston as superintendentand visiting magistrate in the convict
establishments.
His son, also William and later Brighton Warden for over 30 years, ran
Invercamonfrom I 855.'u
The watemill was built on the easternside of the JordanRiver (map rcferenceBroadmarsh
102780)with a 4km mill racecoming lrom a dam nearwhat is now Glen Craig (Broadmarsh
096193). DescendantBill Gunn (the fiflh William) attesrsthat rhe mill was not very
successfulbecauseof the intermittent supply in the Jordan River, a claim hacked by the
SpecialCorrespondent
in the Mercury in 1885 who wrote that: "In summerit iust flows in
channels between deep pools, and in winter is a torrent subject to lloods which are
destructive."Neverthelessthe mill continuedto function for many years.In August 1861
William Gunn jnr announcedthat he had engagedthe servicesof John [lslow as miller and
was now "preparedto do Grist Work at sixpenceper bushel,or eightpenceper bushel if
booked."From 1886the mill is no longermentionedin the ValuationRolls hut this is not to
say it had stoppedfunctioning,as the mill was worked by the third William Gunn (William
James)and mav have continuedfor farm use at least."
The mill building had gonein the 1920s,althoughthe boardstrom the troughingfor the race
were still there.In the vicinity of the mill site thereusedto be quite a bit of stonewhich may
have come from the mill or perhapsmerely from its toundations.There are some stones
remainingin the dam and its pond is still calledMill Pond.The line of the mill racecan be
tracedon the ground and on the 1:25 000 map where it is a combinationof "major llood
level" and "former watercourse."tt

5.4.2StoneyhurstMill
Another mill beganworking in Broadmarshin 1842,evidentlybuilt for John Hodgkinson.
The following year "Hodgkinson's Farm" of 640 acres and containing "a Watermill and
ThreshingMachine,in excellentorder" was sold at auctionby order of his assignee:he had
chosena bad time to build a mill and had becomeinsolvent.The estatecould well havebeen
boughtby J.P. Rowe at this time, but it was ThomasChampnywho informed .settlers
in the
vicinity that the newly-renamedStonyhurst(sic) Mills were in tull operationand charges
were moderate"Stonyhurstwith a "stone water mill. and thrashingmachine worked hy
watcr" was one of threepropertiesownedby Rowe in 1U46when he otferedthem for sale."
The mill was built close tcl StoneyhurstCreek near the houseon what is now StoreysRoad
(map referenceapproximately090762-3)with a 100m mill race trom the creek. It was in

r03

good repairwhen the tarm was ofteredfor leasein 1852,with informationto bc providedby
John HodgkinsonEsq who had now returned.He offbredthe propertylor salc in 1853and by
1856it was ownedby JohnHolmeswho "got the ...mill in thoroughworkingordcr."In 1863
when SarahHolmes of ClarencePlains advertisedthe larm for lease she announcedthat :
"There has also lately beenerecteda steammill at a considerablecost, the mill can also be
worked by water power, a threshingmachineis attachedto the water whccl." Edmund
Wilson leasedthe mills in 1867and in Augustannounced:
for
Mills, [he] desiresto thankhis supportcrs
After 3 monthsexperience
of the...Steam
pasttavors(sic), andintimatethatfor the future,seeingthathc cannotwork andlive by
(sic)Mill will be the sameas at other
the loss,the chargelbr grindingat the Stonehurst
oneshillingperbushel.'o
establishments,-viz
In 1873J. Holmesdescribedhimselfas a miller, but in April that year he put the propertyLrp
for auction,announcingthat: "Connectedwith the mill are drcssingmachineand smutterand
threshingmachine,"but the propertywas withdrawn at 11900. The tollowing year Aaron
Hodgman took the "Steam Flour Mills, Broadmarsh"and announceda grinding rate of
ninepence.By the time of the 1881 Valuation Roll the property was owned by Gordon
Bowring and by 1886 the mill was no longermentioned,althoughthis doesnot necessadly
mean that it stoppedworking then. However, when the Special Correspondentf or the
Mercury visitedthe propertyin 1885he madeno mentionof the mill and as hc did say that
the land had been allowed to hecomeover-runwith briars and wattles,it is quitc likely that
the mill lastworkedin the 1870s.''
The two-storeysandstonemill with a shingleroof and one pair of stonessurviveduntil the
196l bushtlres.Thereare now no remains."

5.4.3Mary Lamprill Mill
This mill seemsto have beendestroyedas soon as it was built. In 1852 a coroncr'sinquest
was held into a drowning during tlooding at Broad Marsh (sic) with the highestrccorded
levels since 1828. The newspaperreport went on: ". . .A new mill, the property ol- Mrs
Lamprill, is destroyed...."In 1872William Lamprill ottbredfor tenderpropcrtiosbelonging
to the late Dan Reynoldsat Broadmarshincluding"a homesteadof 600 acreslronting on the
River Jordan."This presumablyhad beenthe site tor the mill."

5.5 Constitution Hill
The origins of this mill are unknown. In 1849 Henry Speak inserted the lollowing
advertisementin the Colonial Times'.
an excellent
havingrecentlyobtainedand laid dc-rwn
GrainfieldMill. The undersigned
pair of stones(FrenchBurrs)in additionto the pair previouslyat wc-lrk.
begsto infbrnt
the Publicthat everyattentionwill be paidto the orderswith whichhe may be favourcd.
per
perbushel;crackingbarleyetcfburpcnce
sixpence
Charge,for grindinganddressing,
bushel.Goodflour alwayson hand.eitherfor saleor exchange.
Speakhad the Grainfield propertyright on the top of the hill and the mill was huilt near the
highway oppositethe small church.From 1851he appearsnot to have run the mill himself
but to have employedor leasedit to others.H. Green (of the Battery Point Mill in 1868?)
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seemsto have had it tor most of the 1850sand in 1861while JohnTopham had it for some
yearsin the 1860s.Speakofferedthe mill for leasein February1874 but by the following
year he had sold it to Robert Nicholls. During the rest of the seventiesNicholls advertised
severaltimesfor the mill to be leased.but bv 1885it was describedas desertecl."
An illustration of the mill showsit to havebeena post mill, hut when the architectHeywood
photographedthe remainsin the 1930sonly the stoneroundhousewith its roof were still
surviving.Thus it is the only contirmedTasmanianexampleof a well-constructed
masonry
roundhouseadded to a post mill, a practicethat was common in England.The mill was
demolishedsoon afterwards.The site of the mill can no longer be seenas the highway now
goesover the spot,althoughGraintieldHouseis still lhere."

5.6 Green Ponds (Kempton) mill
As early as 1826 the Hobart Town Gazetteannounced:
The want of a Flour Mill haslong beenf-eltat the GreenPonds,and we are happyto
learnthat Mr PullenandMr Millar areerectingan extensiveonein that neighbourhood.
The wheel,whichis 60 feet[18m]in diameter,
will be drivenby a smallstreamcoming
from the hills behind;andby throwinga bankacrossandconfiningthe waterin the rainy
will beobtained
season,
a reserve
extending
tfueemilesback....
Thesegrandioseplans-.,60feet is far larger than any wheel known to have been adaptedfor
flour milling in the colony- did not ever come to fruition and it was to be probablyanother
20 yearsbetorethe areahad its own mill.'o
In 1849 first W. then FrancisFlexmoreadvertisedthe HuntingdonSteamMill "now in tull
work" lor sale or to be let. Franciswas the son of a SecondFleet convict and was born on
Norfolk Island. He arrived in the colony in 1808 on the City of Edinburgh and eventually
bought and was grantedland in the area.In 1850 George Shelvertontook the mills and
remainedtherefor the rest of the 1850s.In 1858he announced"to the Inhabitantsof Grcen
Ponds and Oatlands.. .that having had his Steam Mills put in thor<lughrepair and
considerable
additionsmade"he was ahleto provideflour. pollardand bran"deliveredin any
quantity at tive minutesnotice." Wheat for grinding could he deliveredat William Jones'
store in Oatlands.Unfortunately,the tollowing year he becameinsolventwith four years'
leaseof the mill unexpired,and Henry Greenof the ConstitutionHill windmill (see5.5) took
over in 1860. He announcedthat he could provide a paddocktor bullock teams and the
chargetor grinding and dressingin the tuture would be ninepencea bushel, with smutting
threepence.tt
From 1860on the name"Huntingdon"was neverused;insteadthe mill was calledthe Green
Ponds Steam Mills, or once Green's Mill. In 1863 Mrs Green advisedthat she was to
continuethe businessat the GreenPondsSteamMill during her hr"rsband's
ahsencet}om the
colony. Green was still in occupationin 1866 but by 1868 William Shelvefton,son of
George,was the miller. In 1870 he advisedthat the grinding rate was to he one shilling a
bushel.In Decemberthe mill togetherwith two acresand having a trontageon Louisa Street
was advertisedfor sale but it was still owned by the Flexmore family as late as 18tt8.
Shelvertoncontinued at the mill until 1879 (then moved on to the Hamilton Mill in
1885{ee 4.5). The mill was empty in early 1880 but JamesPhilpott leasedit later in the
year and put it into "thorough working order" before announcinggrinding ratesof sixpence.
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He was still in occupationin 1886but the mill was onceagainempty in 1888.In 1903it was
saidto haveceasedoperationsmany yearspreviously.'o
The mill was on Flexmore's land right on the westeffrbank of the Green PondsRivulet on
the westem side of Memorial Avenue, the old Midlands Highway (approximatemap
referenceElderslie167896).Itlaterbecamea bark mill. It is still pclssibleto sec a small part
of the stone foundationsand some scatteredbricks. The millstones are said to be still in
Kempton.'n

5.7 Bath Mill, Jericho
This mill was built by John Watts, one of the first millwrights in the colony. He arrived in
November 1822 as a free settlerand in an applicationlor land statedthat since his arrival,
"he hasfollowed his occupationas a Wheelwright,and hassucceeded
in erecting& r'epairing
severalMills in the Island...." One of the mills was almostcertainlyDownward'swatermill
at Sorell (see6.2.2) and the mills at Bothwell are a possibility (see4.6). Watts was granred
200 acresin the Jericho district. When the Land Commissionersvisited in April 1821they
noted that although his tarm was unoccupied,"...he is an excellent Mill Wright &. is
meditatingbuilding a Mill on his Farm." By March 1829when he appliedfor aclclitional
land
"was
as his initial grant
taken mercly on account of the Mill, & is not capable o1
improvement,"he had erecteda llour mill worth f500 althoughhad he not brought someof
the necessary
articleswith him from Englandit would havecost a lot more.'"
Watts' woodenwatermill,calledBath Mills as it was situatedin the parishof Bath, was close
to the north bank of the JordanRiver to the north-westof where it leavesLake Tiberias.Dr
Rosspronouncedit "excellent."In 1832Wattsloweredhis grindingratesf}om one shilling to
ninepence,but in 1835 he appearsto have beenin llnancial dilllculty as 2(X)hushelsof his
wheat were sold in an entorcedauctionby the sheritf, and then thc tarm and mill were also
offeredfor sale.Watts died in November,still residingat the mill, but the tinancialproblems
appearto havebeentemporarilysolvedas his wite Anna continuedin business,assuringthe
public that shehad a constantsupplyof waterandwas aboutto engagean experienced
miller.
However,in 1840the title of JohnWatts (presumablyJames'son) to the tarm and mill were
otferedfor saleby the Sherilf's Otflce and by 1841the watermill was part of the 9000-acre
GorthyEstate.*'
It would be good to know more about the history of the mill during the forties. Edward
Parsonswas the miller in 1842and William Watsonwas living therein 1843.At sometime
Gorthy was bought by GeorgeMercer and when he olf-eredit for sale in 1852 the property
containeda "steamand watermill," but it is as yet impossibleto say exactlywhen steamwas
added.In 1842a new channelwas cut (from Lake Tiberias?)to improve the water supply for
the mill, a necessaryactivity it would seem as the Jordan River was renowned tor its
intermittent supply (see 5.4.I). However, even this was evidently not enough and the
decisionwas taken to add a steamengineto remove the problem altogether.The very early
vertical steam engine once present on the site and now rcmoved to the Queen Victoria
Museum & Art Gallery would indicate an earlier rather than a later date lor this. It would
seem highly likely that this was also the time when the original wooden huilding was
replacedwith the brick mill on stone foundationsseen in later photographs.The wooden
water wheel utilised rim gearingwith a layshatt."
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The new mill seemsto have beenbuilt in the sameplace as the old; it was certainly built on
what was John Watts' original grant.Its remainsare on the JordanRiver as it drainsout of
Lake Tiberias before it crosses the Colebrook Road (map ret-ercnceStonor 255054).
According to Greg Taylor, the current owner, there were two water sourccsfor the mill.
Water was brought tiom Lake Tiberiasto a dam on the JordanRiver ahout 300m above the
mill, and a small dam was also constructedon Ringwood Creek. Taylor still usesthis latter
dam,althoughit hasbeenincreasedin height."
When Mercer offered the Gorthy Estatefor auction,9000 of its 9512 acreswere leasedby
JohnRowlandRoe. Roe had arrivedin Van Diemen'sLand as a child in 1822.His fatherhad
died on the voyage out and his mother had taken her two children to the Jericho district
where she later married JamesBryant. When Bryant died his widow returned to England
with her childrenand John Roe trainedas a doctorat Oxford. Following his mother'sdeath
he returnedto Van Diemen'sLand and ran the estateof Sandhill which had heen leti to Roe
and his sisterby Bryant, then leasedthe major part of Gorthy by 1817.Mercer was initially
unableto sell Gorthy at auctionand it was put up for saleby privatecontract.finally selling
in September1853 to Roe for flO 000. Roe had renamedthe propertyEllesmerehy 1855
when he oft'eredthe steammill (which could also be worked with water) at Jcricho for lease.
From then on the mill was generally called the Jericho Steam and Water Mill or simply
JerichoMill. The name "Bath Mills" had tallen out of usealler Watts' death;in hetweenthen
and Roe'spurchaseit appearsto havesimply beencalledthe mill on Gorthy Estate.'*
In 1860 Roe announcedhe had put the mill in working order and was chargingone shilling
for grinding and dressing.He oftbred to employ "an active and competentMiller" in 1861
and Ilslow (later of the InvercarronMill) was appointed,while GeorgeAllwright took the
mills in 1862.Other millers in thc 1860sincludedJohn Bradshawof the OatlandsMill (see
5.8). John Roe jnr rentedthe mill from his tather lor a coupleof yearsin the mid-seventies
and ThomasSkeggshad it for a few yearsat the end of the decade,advertisingthat:
As sulficientinducement
is now off-ered,
I am prepared
to Cart,(sic)Wheat,Grind and
returnto any placealongthe Main Roadto Brighton.as far as Mr. Hodgnlan'sstores,
wherewheatmay be left andtakencareof. Grindingandcartingincluded,ninepence
per
bushel,andonly onepoundtakenaswaste.
PercyMclaren was the miller at leastin 1884."
Roe's daughtersold Ellesmereto JamesMitchell in 1901,and Mrs Mitchell wrote abouther
farm:
On our farm contained,amongstother attractions,an old mill worked by a water wheel,
and many a time I sat watching the cumberous(sic) circle slowly revolving. the water
splashing into the cool pool below it, and the birds flying in and out of the spray it
caused.All aroundthe pool grew forget-me-nots,tiny f-erns.and flowerins rushes.
On a hot day it was an ideal spot. and most restful, with the soundof the running water,
and the "plop plop" of the big wheel.
But the days of the water wheel were getting over, farmerstook their wheat to be ground
by steam rollers, as the flour had to be finely dressedto suit modern taste. Our uld
miller. who had lived there fbr forty years,declaredthat the health r-11
the people was not
"they
so good, now that
took all the good out of the flour." but therewere still sontewho
liked the old fashionedway best.so the mill still wclrkedin its own leisurelvwav.
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The miller was Jimmv Tavlor who remainedat the mill until at least 1901.
The mill was demolishedby Watkins,a Kemptoncarpenter.The chimneywas blown apartin
I94l as the result of a bet betweenthe then-ownerO'Kelly (nephewof J. Mitchell) and an
army captainthat it would take more than one shot from one of the army's big guns to
demolish it. It took three, and then the bricks were taken to build sheepyardsand to line a
charcoalpit. The water wheel was broken up to make horse troughs.Although some of the
stonefoundationshave beenremovedto the gardenof the Ellesmerehousesomestoneblocks
tiom the mill remain cln site, including part of the wheel pit where the marks of the water
wheel can still be seen.The millstonesand someother machinerywcre donatedto Callington
Mill in Oatlandsabout 1967when moveswere madeto restorethe windmill thcre.The mill
race trom the Rinewood Creek dam can still be traced."

5.8 Oatlands Mill
The windmill at Oatlandswas built by John Vincent by 1837.Vincent had arrived in 1823
with his wife and sevenchildren.As early as 1825,having built a houseon a grant of 500
acresat Sorell Springs,York Plains,he requestedan additionalgrant of rocky land with a
creekin orderto build a watermill.The requestwas rclusedas he was not living on his land.
Within a tew yearshe was thc owner of the Bothwell Inn and by 1832had huilt the London
Inn (now Tedworth) at Spring Hill. Atter he complainedof oppressionby others in the
Bothwell area,CaptainVicary, the PoliceMagistrateat Bothwell,was askedto comment.He
wrote: "Mr Vincent'stemperis very bad,he hasno commandover it, and sometime ago, he
I shouldhaveput him in gaol...."'n
usedsuchviolentand abusivelanguage...that
Vincent must havemadesomemoneyfrom his inns and otherland in order to build the mill
at Oatlandswhich he announcedwould be in tull operationby 15 October 1837.In 1928it
was said by old residentsthat the mill was built by Cleghorn and Anderson and that the
machinery was imported and erectedby Easby and Robertson.This is quite likely as both
Andersonand Easbywere to erectthe Barton mill within a tew years(see lI.4). The stone
was said to come fiom the shoresof Lake Dulverlon,with the shattfor the sailscoming f rom
the propertyInglewood.Vincentemployedamillerand by theend of 1838ofteredfor lease:
"Thc Callington Mill...considered one of the tirst rate windmills in the country, and
surpassed
by nonein its situationtor business,
fitted up with two pair of good stones,(French
burs [sicl), dressingand smutmachines..."alongwith a dwelling,countinghouseand small
store, granary and six cottages,all let. At the time he was licenseeof the Royal Oak Inn at
GreenPonds,but he was said to be "on the premises"at Oatlands.When he againadvertised
the mill for saleor leasein July 1839he gavelurther detailsthat the stonewindmill was 52
feet [15m] high, had two pairsof 4Vzfeet stonesand was capableof grindingbetween20 and
30 bushelsan hour. It is interestingthat RodericO'Connor trom as tar away as Connorville
sentwheatto Vincent'smill. The following JuneJohnVincentjnr announcedhe had hought
the mill (for f1200) and Vincent snr left Oatlandsand removed to Bothwell, asking
O'Connor to remit his chequefor grinding there "as I am very anxious to get my late
businessat the Mill closed."o'
Vincentjnr continuedto run the windmill but evidentlyfound that a windmill which perforce
dependedon the availablewind was not as reliable as he would havc liked, for in January
1845 he arrangedwith the engineerAlexander Clark to erect an eight horsc power steam
engine to work one pair of French burr stonesand a llour dressingmachine t-or f450. It
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appearsthat the machinery was erected in the already-existingstore. The steam mill is
included in Calder's 1846 survey and in OctoberVincent, in announcingthe steammill,
mentionedthat his grindingrateswere sixpencea bushel,ninepenceif dressingwas included.
He added:"J.V. takesthis opportunityof inlorming the public that the utmostexpedition,in
the executionof any order...maybe now confidentlyrelied upon." From this time onwards
the nameCallington Mill is not used;insteadthe complex is relerredto as the OatlandsWind
and SteamMill or OatlandsFlour Mill.'"
At this time Vincent appearsto have beenin tlnancial distress.In March 1850,preparingto
leaveVan Diemen'sLand, he sold the mill back to his father,then boughtit back again the
tollowing yearfor f2000. He tinally leti the colony in December1851tor thc Victoriangold
rushesand in April 1853ThomasJillett announcedhe had boughtthe mills and intendedto
carry them on himself. Jillett paid f2400; it is unknown whetherVincent jnr tounclfortune in
his hunt tor gold, but at leastthe gold rusheshad allowedhim to make a prollt on the saleof
the mill, with Jillett preparedto ofler a higher price than Vincent had paid a year earlier.
Jillett leasedthe mill to his cousin,JohnBradshaw,but in 1857the latteradvertisedthe three
years of his unexpiredleaseand William Exton was the lesseetrom 1858 to 1862.Jillett
tried to sell the mills every year trom 1860 to 1863, by which latter date 6e had added
anotherpair of millstonesto the steammill, but he had no takersand by July 1863 he hacl
employeda miller and was superintending
the mill himself.Howeverlate in 1863Braclshaw
bought the mills (for f1600) and he was to remain there tor some years. In 1870 he
advertised:
JohnBradshaw
in thankingthe publicfor pastsupport.desiresto intimatethatto enable
hint to keeppacewith the present"ageof prclgress"
hc hasaddeda new improveclsilk
dressingmachineto his previouslycompleteestablishment,
where,as heretofi-rre,
all
grindingwill be executed
with despatc-h....
The following year he reducedthe price of grindingtrom one shilling to nincpencea bushel
"to meetthe depressed
times,"and offereda cheap16 horsepowerCornishboiler for sale.In
1873 he installed a "superior descriptionof millstone known as Bodington's factually
Boddingtonl patent" which was capableof producingmore tlour to the bushel than burr
stonestogetherwith a new improveddresser,and announcedhe was now preparecl
to do grist
work "equalto any mill in the Colony" lor ninepencea bushelcash.'''
When Bradshawottbredthe mills for salein 1876,the mills containedelevators.a l2 horse
power engineand a circular saw and weighbridge,but once again they were not sold and
althoughW.E. Morrisby leasedthe mill lor a year,Bradshawwas backin possession
in 1879.
The following year he inserteda notice in the Mercunt which, haclhe realiscdit, bodedill
tor his establishment.
Wantedknown,thaton andafterJan 1, to meetthe depressed
times,I havereduc.ed
the
grindingto sixpenceper bushelfor cashon deliveryor eightpence
credit. A supplyof
flour etc alwayson hand,at marketprice,deliveredat any of the railway staticlnsand
sidingsin thedistrict.
It was not only the depressedtimes that were the problem; the coming of the railway had
brought this successfulcountry mill into competitionwith the city mills. Bradshawwas
probably getting out at the best time when he sold the mills, complete with the "most
improved machinery"to J.B. Roe (lesseeof the JerichoMill) by 18t11,althoughRoe later
said that he was very successfulfor a coupleof yearswith both mills. Bradshawwas to be the
llrst miller at the CampaniaSteam Mill in 1885 (see 6.5.2). Altred Nichols hought the
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Oatlandsmill in 1884 and installedhis kinsman Percy Mclaren as miller; the latter also
becamethe miller at Jerichothat year and boughtOatlandsin 1886.Mclaren was in some
financialdilTicultyand in 1888it was (a creditor?)E. Hopkinswho oltbredthe mills tor sale;
the windmill was said to be usedonly 1or storagebut the steammill commandedthe tradeof
the country within a radius of 30 miles. Mclaren was tinally put out of br.rsiness
in the
depressionof the early 1890swhen his creditors.the Launceston-based
EquitableBuilding
Society,foreclosed.It was later said that the sailswere cr"rtcllf about 1890.and this would
make senseif the windmill was not being used for grinding at that stage. Both Percy
Mclaren and the Oatlandsmill are last listed in the 1892-93Post Office Director\,. The
Oatlandsmill had finally stoppedworking."
An article in the TasmanianMail in 1903 reterredto W. Thomaswho had worked there lor
25 years;he is known to havebeenat the mill in 1864.A storyis told of J. Thomas(the same
person'l)that he had climbed on to one of the sails to repair it and a passingresidentdecided
for a joke to undo the lock on the machinery and allow the sails to turn. Foftunately the
weight of the miller causedthe sailsto stop quite quickly and Thomasclimbed to saf-ety.It is
not recordedif he caught the perpetrator.The same 1903 article mentioned that Oatlands
usedto be an importantplacebut the railway had led to a decline."
In 1913a tire destroyedthe tower cap and guttedthe interior of the windmill, evidentlyafter
a spark from the forge of a blacksmiththen occupyingthe building caughton the wooden
fittings. The rest of the windmill was lucky to survive if the following story is true. It was
said that plans to demolishthe mill and use the stonefor a dwelling were about to be carried
out when it was realisedthat as the stonewas curvedthe builder would havo to crect a round
house,and it was decidednot to proceed.Later the lower 3.4m of the mill was sealedwith
cementrenderand usedas a water reservoir.The millstonesand other machineryon site are
from the JerichoMill (see5.7).'o
As early as 1933,by which time the chimney had alreadybeen demolished,a Mr Herbert
restoringthe mill. In the 1960splanstor a possiblereconstruction
suggested
were drawn up,
and in 1976 some preservationwork was undertaken.In 1988 the tunding was tound tor
replacementof the interior timber and the ogeeshapedcap. Currently there are lurther plans
to continuerestorationof this very importanttower windmill. Therc is only onc other tower
windmill in the statefor which thereare any remains.and the other at SaltwaterRivcr is in a
very poorcondition.tt
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. d d iti ons:Merc 14A ug 1858,p.4l 5.l nsol vent:Merc 20A ug 1859,
S helv er t o nC: T 1 1 J u n e1 8 5 0 ,p .4 1 6A
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" Green'sMill: Merc 26 Dec 1870,p.416.Wife: Merc 5 Dec 1863,p.l17. Greenin 1866,Shelverton:VR
1866,186 8 ,1 8 1 7 ,1 8 7 9Gri
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oo
Van
Applications: AOT CSO ll92l2ll8. McKay, Anne (ed), Journalsof the Lantl Conmtissioner,s.for
Dienrcn'sLantl, Hobart, 1962,p.51.
' ' W c r oden
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Stage1, op.cit., pp"46" Leaving: HTC 6 Mar 1850,p.1ll. Hzrris, Simon. CallingtonMill ResearchPrut.jec't
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Superintending:
Merc4 July 1863,p.ll4. Bradshaw
p.ll6. silk dresser:
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Reduced:
Merc20 Sept1871,p.116.
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- Its History
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Mill, Oatlancls
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andRestoration,"
in Mills file of TheInstitutionof Engineers
" Herbert:Merc25 Jan1933,p.l0l4.Laterplans:Murphy,H.T.,op.cit.Currentplans:Merc 13Oct 1998.
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CHAPTER SIX
ROKEBY, SORELL AND THE COAL RIVER VALLEY

6.1 Rokeby (Clarence Plains)
6.1.1Stanfield'smills
Within ten years of the initial settlementat Hobart Town, settlers,particularly the Norfolk
Islanders,had begunto move into new areas.Two districtsin particularwhich were quickly
settledwere ClarencePlainson the eastemside of the Derwent, and Pittwater.They had the
advantageof retaining sea communicationwith Hobart and the land was very suitable for
farming. Within a few yearsthe wheat liom theseareaswas growing in abundanceand mills
becamea necessity.But with accessto few of the switlly-tlowing rivers with which the
westem shore of the Derwent had been blessedthe settlershere turned initially to wind
power.
As it happened,two settlersvied with eachother for the right to be called the builder of the
islandcolony's first windmill. Although Nashhad begunearlier.by June lt3l6 the Colonial
Offlce was notitiedthat:
Much credit is due to Rob Nash,settlerof Pittwater,also Daniel Stanficld,settlcr,
ClarencePlains,tor havingin progress,
andin a stateof fbrwardness.
a Windmill each
on their respectiveFarms,for the accommodation
of their own Familiesand their
neighbours,
whichit is hopedwill rewardtheexertions
of theProprietors....
In the eventit was RobertNashwho won the "competition"(see6.2.1)and Stantlelddid not
evencome second,being pippedat the post (mill) by sonsof NathanielLucasin Launceston
( s e e9 . 1 1
. ).'
Daniel Stantleldjnr had been eighteenyears old when he and his family-and Robert
Nasl-ioined many other Norfolk Islanderson boardthe City o.fEdinburgh and journeyedto
Van Diemen'sLand in 1808.His parentssettledat GreenPoint nearBridgewaterbut Daniel
jnr rcceived a grant of land at ClarencePlains and after the Rev. Knopwood had married
them he took his new wife Maria (nee Kimberley) and their baby daughterthere to live. It
was at ClarencePlainsthat he built his tlrst windmill, but just where has proved impossible
to determine.The mill took some time to build, probably becauseof the dil ficulties in
acquiringthe necessalymillstonesand machinery,and it was not until March 1818 that the
Hobart Town Gazette was able to announcethat the mill had "begun to grind with great
success".'
However, its successmust have beenshort-livedas in 1827 Stantleldannouncedthat he had
built a new windmill on his farm; indeed,he doesnot even reter to the tjrst mill so it would
appearthat it had not workedtor someyears.As he proudlyadveftisedthat "[tlhe mechanism
of the work has been planned and executedby Mr Peter Ferguson,and llour ol the best
characterhas already heen produced",it is likely that he or anotheramateurhad heen the
millwright for the first mill and that it had not worked very well. Fergusonhad been the
millwright for the new GovernmentMill in Hobart Town (see2.3) and was later to erect the
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machineryin the TrafalgarMill at Richmond(see6.3.2).The new windmill was erectedat
Mill Point close to the beach in front of where the Tasmania Police Academy is now
(approximatemap ref'erenceTaroona 372489).It was actually built not on Stantleld's tarm
but on adjoiningland belongingto his tather-in-law(and fellow Norfolk Islander)Edward
Kimberley. It was probably put there to make sure it was around the point and able to take
tull advantageof the prcvailingwesterlywinds. In 1829Edward Kimberley died and lelt to
Stanfieldthe two acreson which the mill had beenbuilt plus a right of road to it."
In 1829Stanfieldreducedthe price for grindingfrom one shilling to tenpence,while in 1833
he announcedhe had good t-louralways on hand and would sell it for cash at Hobart Town
prices.In 1837he offeredthe mill on a long-termleasebut it is not clearif he had any takers.
In 1847 he sold the mill for €200 to ThomasGarrett(ex-DynnyrneMill-see 2.11) who in
1850 rentedboth it and a houseto John Barker Insley for fourteenyearsat a rcntal of f45 a
year. Following Garrett's death in April 1853 the mill was put Lrp for auction by the
executors(who included William McRobie of the Dynnyrne Mill) and in 1854 Frederick
for f700. FrederickVigar had married Daniel
Vigar bought "the mill and two messuages"
Stanfield'sdaughterMaria in 1848 and owned the Albion Mill on the Ncw Town Rivulet
(see3.1.4).The considerablyhigher price comparedwith Garrett'sonly sevenyearsearlier
could be explainedpartly by the effect of the Victorian gold rushes,br,rtmostly by the
additionof two houses.A succession
of lesseeshad the mill during the l tt60sand 70s and
one of them, S.H. Pewterill,advertisedgrinding ratesof ninepencein 1873,hut by 1886 it
was empty.*
A story is told that the mill was the causeof an American whaler running ashorewhen a
CaptainSinclair,a newcomerto the Derwent,was told by a more knowledgeableskipperto
take his bearingstrom "the windmill" and unforlunatelymadetor the Rokeby mill insteadof
that at BatteryPoint. Fortunatelythe whaler was towed otf without harm. When J.E. Calder
in 1880 tecommendedto travellers a route past the windmill he still referred to it as
"Stantield'swindmill". It continuedto standfor many years,much-lovedby photographers
and painterswho documentedits gradualdecline.It is saidthat the miller's houseburnt down
in 1900while the mill itself finallv succumbedin a galein l9()8.'
J 9

6.1.2Nichols' mill
The early history of this mill is unknown.It was built on land grantedto William Nichols to
the eastof the ClarencePlainsRivulet in the approximateareaof the prcsontMeehanRoad
(until recently known as Chipmans Road). The tirst ret-erencelocated is trom June 1842
when William Titley, who had iust spentsix yearsin the new Waterloo Mill, advertised:
"that havingrentedMr. NicholsMill, and put the sameunderan experiencedmillwright, into
the most perfectrepair, he has commencedgrinding corn...." Both Nichols (or his tather)
and Stanfieldhad beensingledout for a mentionin Wedge'sdairiesin 1826:after describing
the settlersat ClarencePlains as "a rum set", Wedge went on: "Stanfleld and Nichols are
nativesof the Colony trom Convict Parents- They are deservingmuch credit trom the way
as well as tor the painsthey are taking to educatcthcir tamily...."
they conductthemselves,
Justwhcn Nicholsbuilt the mill is unknown.o
Titley lastedlessthan twelve monthsand was replacedby Fehruary1tt43by GeorgeVincent.
possiblya relationof John who owned the CallingtonMill at Oatlands(soc 5"8).but by
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OctoberNichols himself was in occupation.At that time he oftered tor sale the mill which
was "in pertect order, and a steadyman may get constantemploymentin grinding the grain
grown in the neighbourhood."
The mill and 475 acreswas evidentlyboughthy RobertWhite;
in 1846and againin 1847the assignee
to the insolventWhite'sestateottbredit for sale.The
1846 advertisementsaid that the windmill was "erectedon a well chosenspot, open to the
land and sea breezes,which might be worked to considerableadvantage",irnplying that it
had not beenworked for sometime. It appearsnot to havebeenusedagainand was probably
bought by JosephChipman,Stanfield'sson-in-law.In 1848 Chipman otfered the mill for
sale,or alternativelythe machineryand tour foot Frenchburrs could be purchased.It appears
that this latter offer was takenup,as in 1851 Chipmanadvertisedfor sale "[tlhe Shell of a
Windmill, very strongly built of the best materials,and in a mannerthat it may be easily
takento piecesand removed".Nothingturtheris known.'

6.2 Sorell
6,2.1Nashtsmill
That indetatigablemill-buildcr, Robert Nash, who had given up a mill on Norfolk Island,
built Van Diemen'sLand's first mill on New Town Rivulet only to lose it by tlooding, and
then built HobartTown's lirst mill (see3.1.1 and2.1),was one of over 300 grantedland in
September1813in compensationfor land given up at Nortolk Island.Nash's grant was for
200 acresat Pittwater,and in Octoberof the following year he sold the Old Mill in Hobart
Town and moved to his grant (southof the presentSorell schooland boundedby Pittwater
and Sorell Rivulet). The area was very fertile and grew excellent crops ol wheat and
consideringNash'sprevioushistoryit is really not surprisingthat he beganalmostat onceto
build a windmill on his property."
In May I 8 15 Lieutenant-GoveffIor
Davey askedMacquarietor "a pair of Mill Stonesfor
Robt. Nash,who haserecteda Windmill at Pittwaterat his own expence(sic)". Nashwas to
pay lor the stonesby grindingfor the governmentat one shilling a bushelwhen requireduntil
the price was paid. Unfortunatelyfor Nash, the wheelsof governmentground much more
slowly than he might haveliked: it was anothernineteenmonthsbetoreMacquariewrote to
Davey that he was sendingthe stoneson the Kanguroo, and even then the necessarybrass
and iron work was inadvertentlyomitted and had to be sent in March 1817. It appears,
however,that Nash had beenable to make other arrangements
for the brassand iron, as on 8
February 1817 the Hobart Tov,nGazetteannounced:
We havethe satisfaction
of announcing
to the public.thatthe first Wind-millerectedin
this Settlement,
haswithin thesefew daysbegunto grindon the premises
ol-Mr Robert
Nash,at Pitt Water.It prontises
to fulfill (sic)everyexpectation,
andwe haveno dr-lubt
the benefitof whichwill be felt by the settlersresidingin thatdistrict.This undertaking
(sic)tr-rthe owner,Mr Nash,and
hasbeenbegunandfinishedat a considerable
expence
at his solerisk;whichit is hopedwill rewardtheexertions
of theproprietor.o
Unfofiunatelyit doesnot seemthatNashwas rewardedenough:when he died in March 1819
at the age of 48 lettersof administrationof his eftectswere grantedto those major moneylendersEdward Lord and JamesLord and in 1820they put his estateup for auction "for the
benefit of the Creditors".It is possiblethat he still had not beenable to repay (James'?)
Lord
the moneyhe owed in 1810(see3.1.1 and2.1).The advertisement
for the auctionmentioned
the "capital Windmill in completerepair", but no further rcf-erences
to the mill have been
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found. In 1822when Armytageadvertisedthat his new BagdadMill was working (see5.1.1)
he was at pains to "intbrm the Public, and particularly the Inhabitantsof Pitt Water (from
which thereis a good Roadnot more than 20 Miles distant)...."This would seemto indicate
that Nash's mill was not working at that time. He was unlikely to have haclthe benefit of a
good millwright, and like Stanfield'sat Rokeby (see 6.1.1) the windmill may not have
worked particularlywell. With competitionfrom Bagdadand a new watermill at Sorell (see
6.2.2),it rnaynot havebeenin anyone'sinterestto try to keepNash'smill going."'
The windmill which survived at Sorell until the end of the century was (anclotten still is)
called "Nash's Mill". This is almostcertainlya result of historicalcontusion:a knowledge
that Nash had built a mill at Sorell combinedwith the fact that a windmill was srill there.
However,it is possiblethat Nash'swindmill was boughtand re-erectedin the new location
(see6.2.3),althoughthereis no documentaryevidenceto supportthis.

6.2.2 Downward's mills. Wattle Hill
Richard Downward arrived in Van Diemen'sLand on the Christicutuin 1822,having been
recommendedby the Earl of Lonsdaleas a personof respectability.He brought with him
goods to the value of f1894, including a threshingmill and a tlour mill, and was granted
1400 acres.Lieutenant-Governor
Sorell recommended
he build his mill at Pittwaterand he
beganalmost at once,selectingmore land on Iron Creek about six kilometresfrom Sorell.
The mill was built about l00m to the north of the creekwith a 500m headrace and 700m tail
race, both about 2-3m in depth.The millwright was almostcertainlyJamesWatts (later of
Jericho mill--see 5.7) who had also travelled on the Christiano; rn July 1821 Watts took
Downward to the Sherilf's Otfice, presumablyfor paymentof his account,and by that time
the water mill had beenbuilt. Downward later claimedthat thc mill and brick househaclcost
him €1250.The Land Commissioners
in 1826thoughtDownwarddescrvingof considerable
credit "for the Snug cottage,Mill, & Mill Dam..., he has also clearedsomeof the heaviest
timberedland in the country.
However,Downward had considerable
troublegettinga grant of the land involved. Initially
he was promised live acres,but as he was quick to point out this did not allow him
reasonable
control over his mill racesand he askedtor it to be extendedto 25. He addedthat
"[a]s Mr Terry of New Nortolk, had one hundredacresof land given to him to erect his Mill
on, I trust His Excellency,the Lieut. Govemor, will not deem my applicationfor about
twenty tlve acres, unreasonable."Frankland pointed out that there was no compadson
betweenthe two casesas Terry had becn granted1500 acres,and choseto have t00 located
at New Norfolk for the mill: neverthelessthe governmentwas inclined to be sympathetic
towards Downward except for the tact that he had rented his 1400 acresto "a notoriously
Bad Character".Downward was told that if a f'rce overseerwas on his grant his rcquest
would be accededto. He was eventuallygrantedboth the hill at the back ol the mill, and the
25 acresbetweenthe mill raceand Iron Creek.''
He had turther problemswith his mill. About 1826-7he sutteredextensivedamagelrom a
flood, but his more usual worry was a dearthof water in the summer months. At dit'terent
times he wrote that the mill was idle tor liom four to seven months every year, and
eventuallyhe built a windmill in Sorellto overcomethis ditllculty (see6.2.3).It appearsroo
that he had financial problems: in 1826 David Lord advertisedthat although three years
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previously he had endorsedtwo promissorynotes of Downward for f225 10 shillings, he
would not now honour them. However,Downward managedto survive.He was probably
lucky that the experiencedconvictmiller William Butterworth(see1.2) was assignedto him
in 1830 and stayedwith him lor severalyears.About 1832Butterworthwrote home:
After landing[in this colonyin April 1830]I wasassigned
to the serviceof Mr Richard
Downward.
. .. My ntasteris from Cumberland.
He hastwo mills, a waterwheeland a
wind mill, andmy work is chiellyto attendto themsometimes
oneandthenthe other.
He has about40 acresin cultivation.He is no farmerhinrself,he knowsnothingbut
soldiering.I haveall thegroundto sowandhe is veryfondof me.He hasa largetamily
''
of l2 children.
In 1833Downwardaddedto his mill a dressingmachine"fbr the manulactureof Fine Flour
&c" . However,he evidentlybecomeincreasinglyfiustratedby the unreliahilityof both the
water and wind supply to his two mills and decidedthat he should look for a long-term
solution. In 1838 he "respecttullyannounce[d]
. . .that his new Steam Mill (adioining his
grinding
Water Mill) for
corn, is now at work, and will be at work, every day, Sunday
excepted."The new mill was paid for by a mortgagetakenout with John Robertson(laterof
ColebrookPark<ee 6.6.1)who providedf.150,and the eight-horsepower steamenginewas
installedby the new firm of Davidsonand Clark. This was the first country steammill to be
built in the southand one of the tirst in the colony as a whole, following only Walker's in
HobartTown (see2.7) and Gaunt'sat Windermere(see9.4).'o
In January1841Downwardmay havebeenin somefinancialdiftlculty, probahlyhecauseof
the severe depressionthat the colonies were then facing, as the following advertisement
appearedin the Hobart Toy+,n
Courier:
Mills, Brewery,Farm and Hontestead.
For Sale,by PrivateContract,the prclprietor
being desirousof retiring from business,the following eligible property.vtz'.- An
excellentsteam-nlill,drivenby an eight horsepowerengine,on the latestanclmost
improvedprinciples,recentlyimportedto order,set up by an experienced
engineer,
wrtrkswith easeand mechanical
exactness,
facilitatedstill furtherby supplyingitself
with water,andcloseat handis an inexhaustible
supplyof fuel - c'ontiguclus
is a corn
mill kept in a very constantoperationby a judiciouslyarrangedsupplyof water,in
which the most arid seasonshave little effect.... The incomc derived fiom the
property.
. .for sometimepasthasbeenveryconsiderable.
. ..
Just when the brewery had been added is unknown, although Downward may later have
regrettedits addition(seebelow). It is also of interestthat the "inexhaustiblesupply of fuel"
is mentioned:presumablythis was trom the steepwoodedhill behind.and its proximity may
well havebeenthe decidingfactorin Downward'sdecisionto installstcam.The propertydid
not sell and in Septemberthe mortgagewith Robertsonwas renewed.''
Within a f ew yearsDownward faced his severesttest: in December1845 he was charged
with havinga still in his possession
and was flned f500, and when he retusedto pay "such an
enormoussum" he was sent to prison.The detailsof the casewere laid out at length in a
pamphlethe publishedin 1846. at which time the 64-yearold had been in prison seven
months and was experiencing deterioratinghealth.The still had been discovcredin the
brewery.and Downward'schief def'ence
was that he neverwent into the brewery.which was
run by his son Joseph."My own attentionand time," he wrote, "were tully occupiedin the
managementof the water and steammills, that are at a distance,and quite disconnectedtrom
the brewery."Downward protestedthat he had had "an unblemishedreputation"and included
in the pamphleta number of testimonialsto his strict honour and integrity trom inlluential
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citizens,includingBishopWillson.Justwhenhe wasrcleased
hasnot beendetermined,
but
thecasemusthaveput him undermoretlnancialpressure
asin 1846he not only renewed
his
mortgage
but borroweda furtherf 150.'o
In 1849 Downward, citing tamily considerations,
again oftbred the property for sale. He
deposeclthat at the watermill and the lO-horsepower steammill "between7 and 8 thousand
bushelsof f arm grist is groundannually,besidesmanulacturingf-lourto a considerable
extent
for HobartTown, and watercarriageis within a distanceof 5 miles,easilyand inexpensively
rcached...."Although the mills againfailed to sell, Downwardwas linally able to disposeof
them following anotheradvertisement
in 1851.He moved to Launcestonwhere in 1862 he
died at his residencein Cimitiere Streetaged 79. The mills were bought by D. Lyons who
called them the Pittwater SteamMills; no further ret-erence
has been tound to the watermill.
Lyons announcedthat his grindingrateswere ninepencea bushel,althoughthesewere lifled
to one shilling the tollowing year "in consequence
of the high rate of labour".He emphasised
also that "[i]n no casewill wheatbe tetched,or tlour returned,exceptin Sorell. or the road
grinding must be paid for, or the wheat will be
thereto.In future, in all small transactions
tollodf or the amount."'t
The steammill had a successionof ownersand lesseesin the tiflies. It was oflbred for salein
1854;by the time of the 1858ValuationRoll it was clwnedby IsaacBomford ol'Oatlands,
while at the end of 1860Daniel Simpsonwas the owner.William McGuinessleasedthe mill
in 1857, advertisingthat he had taken the "Gully Steam Mills" and would grind at one
shilling and threepence
a bushel,and when he le1lin 1860he was replacedby RichardAllen.
By November1861the "Sorell SteamMills" were owned by JonasGatehouse,son of Silas
who ownedthe next door propertyand nephewof Georgeof the New Town mill (see3.1.2).
Gatchousetound that the habitsof the communitydied hard and while in 1tt6I hc announced
that "the Steam Mills known as Downward's" had undergoneconsiderablerepair and
grinding rateswould be reducedto one shilling, in 1862he gave in to local nomenclatureand
simply calledthem "Downward'sSteamMills".''
Gatehousecontinued to own the mill until dramatic events of June 1872 dr"rringa t-lood.
describedin the Mercurv'.
At two o'clock infbrntationreachedSorellthat the Gatehouse
Mill had beenwashed
away,andthat Mr. JonasGatehouse,
with his family, wereclingingto smalltreestbr
their lives. The actionof the Wardenwas prompt;and in a f-ewminutesa scoreof
mountedvolunteers,with the Superintendent
of Police,hastenedto the rescue.On
arrivingat WamleHill they foundthat. althoughthe mill had beenwashcdaway,the
inmatesof the housewerestill abovewater.No immediateassistance
howevercouldbe
rendered
to them,no boatbeingavailable;
peculiar
andthehouse,fiom its
situation.and
the forceof the watersbeingunapproachable
for therescucof the little c-hildrcn.
The Gatehousefamily and the housesurvived.but the mill was not rebuilt. At sometime the
propertywas given the name"Millbrook", althoughno evidencehas beentound to indicate
when this was doneor indeedif it was donewhile the mill was still in existence.Certainlyno
newspaperreferenceslound give it this title. The millstoneswele said to have survivedand
were leaning against a pear tree at the homesteaduntil washedaway in the 1960 tloods.
Some brick work, including what appearsto be the basefor a steamengine,still survivesat
the site but it has not beendeterminedwhetherthesercmainsare of the mill or the brewery"
What seemsto be a tributaryof Iron Crcekcould well be the mill race"''
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6.2.3 Downward's windmill
In 1825 the millwright Patrick Miller memorialisedLieutenant-GovefftorArthur, requesting
a piece of ground at Sorell on which to erect a windmill as the settlerswere in great need of
one, the watermills being quite uselessin dry weather.It is not known exactly what happened
with Miller but he may have given Downward the idea to build one himself; the latter may
indeed have hired Miller to build it. Downward tirst requestedtwo allotments---*one
of the
mill, one for a dwelling-in 1826,althoughthe expenseof repairinghis watermill lollowing
a flood (see6.2.2) delayedprogressuntil 1828.Even when he was ready,however,he had to
wait for the land to be surveyedand this took a considerabletime to arrange.He linally went
aheadon the verbal assuranceof Frankland that three acres of land would eventually be
surveyed,and the windmill was built by November 1829.It is possiblethat it was still not
tlnishedthen,however,as at this time he wrote that the mill had cost f450, but the tbllowine
May he saidthe cost was f500. Both weregreaterthanhis originalestimateof !3(X).'o
Downwardwas still campaigningto havethe allotmentsurveyed.By the end of 1831he was
getting desperateand wrote to Franklandtwice within elevenweeksasking tor it to be done,
particularlyas he wantedto begin building a granarynearbyas the mill had sustainedsericlus
damagethe previousyear "by the very greatpressureof whcat". It was not, however,until
1834 that Downward's wife (writing on behalf of her husbandwho was indisposed)could
write that the site had been "lately measured"by Mr Halls, but even then there was a
ditllculty as the allotment had been mcasuredin such a way (presumablyin a square)that
two streetscame very close and "should ever any housesbe built, the working of the Mill
will be most seriouslyaftbcted...."Franklandthen told Halls to measuretho allotmentin the
form of a circle with the mill at the centre.and so Sorell's unusual f-eatureof The Circle
cameinto being.''
As early as 1832 Downward,"intendingto retire up the country," offered the windmill for
sale,but it was not until 1836that it was boughtby FelthamBold Watson.He operatedit in
partnershipwith William Urquhartand J. Peacockfor a tew months,then carriedit on alone.
In 1839it was R. Drury who advertisedfor a miller and as he ownedthe mill in 1842he had
presumablyboughtit in the earlieryear. He owned the Sorell store and leasedout the rnill
to his estateofferedthe mill for sale,subjectto a mclrtgageof f20t)
but in 1842the assignees
with the merchantJohn Robertson.Robertsonwas in possession
of the mill when in I 846 he
sold it along with 250 acresto Downwardfor f63 I . In 1848the mill was put up for auction
becausedefault had been made in the paymentsfor the 1836 mortgagetaken out by Watson
with Downward and Robertson;it would appearthat Watsonhad continuedin occupationof
the mill and Downward was hoping to recover the f200 still owed. Watson was tinally
declaredinsolventin 1856and the mill was sold to SamuelIslesof the Gordon Highlander.
He acknowledged
the "supporthe haslor many yearsenjoyedas a brewer,licenscdvictualler
and lately as a miller" and advisedthat the windmill was undergoingthoroughrepair. In
1858 he leasedthe mill to David Bafton, who "solicit[ed] a shareof the liberal patronage
bestowedupon his predecessor"and announcedreducedgrinding rates clf one shilling tor
r 12
casn.
When Islesauctionedseveralpropertiesin 1860,he describedthe mill as:
postandrail t'ence.
well enclosed
TheMill works
...builtof weatherboard.
by substantial
one pair of stones,hasdressingmachineand othercleaningapparatus
and is capable

120

windof grindingabout100bushelsof cornperday.Thc Mill is let
with steadymoderate
at f 100perannum.
The purchaserwas John Smith with Barton continuingas lessee,althoughby 1863 the latter
had been replacedby William Budd. By 1870 the owner/occupierwas Richard Crocker
(possibly removing competition for his other mill+ee 6.2.1) and in the mid-eighties
William Peacockwas the lessee.However, the mill may well have ceasedworking as its
value in 1883was given as only f3. The propertywas lett tcl Crocker'sdaughterMary Ann
Clark (see6.2.4)."
The windmill- otten erroneouslycallcd Nash's mill- stayedfor many years, a tavourite
subjecttor paintersuntil it collapsedin 1911.The machineryand other partswere stclredin a
Forcett barn by the Reardons,descendants
of Robeft Nash, and were destroyedby the 1967
bushfires.'o

6.2.4Crockerts mill
RichardCrockerof Somersetarrivedin Van Diemen'sLand in 1828and tarmed land in the
Prosser'sPlains and Pittwater area. His first marriage to Mary Gatehouse(daughterof
Clement)was witnessedby GeorgeGatehouseof the New Town mill, and for filrty ycars he
leascdthe farm of Thorn Hill owned hy GeorgeReadof the Old Mill (see2.1), so he had
In 1859he advertisedin the Mercurt:
strongmilling connections.
Wantedby the Unrlersigned
a Miller. competent
to managea 5 horsepowerf-lourmill
required.No drunkerdneedapply.
andsteamengine.Reference
asto competency
By April of the following yearhe was ableto advisethat he had completedhis "SteamFlour
Mill and CrushingMachine"and he would chargeone shilling tor grindingand dressing.As
his daughterMary Ann marriedthe engineerJohnClark in 1862,it is quite likely that Clark
had suppliedthe engine.The mill was almostcertainlyon the farm Belle Vue he owned on
PawleenaRoad, but little else is known of it asidefrom the tact that it was mentionedin
Walch's Almanac of 1867.Crockerdied in 1883and Belle Vue was left to his son. Richard
ClementCrocker."

6.2.5Another possiblewindmill
In 1841 P. Mills called tenderstor "tinishing a Windmill and a Dwelling-houseerectedon
the Farm of the late Mr John Wade, at Sorell." Robeft Nash's 1813 grant for land at Sorell
passed"tiom a bend of the Creek oppositeWade's farm". Nothing further is known of this
mill; according to the Mills and ManufacturingReturns there were tive mills in the
Richmonddistrictin l83fpresumably two at Richmond,two at Rokebyand one at Sorell.
In 1840 there were six, evidently including Mills', and then by 1842 there were only five
again.If Mills' windmill ever worked it was for only a very shorttime, with the depression
of the 1840sprobablybeingthe culprit.'u
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6.3 Richmond
6.3.1Walker's mill
The Coal River areawas early recognisedas particularlygood for growing wheat and soon
ranked with Pittwater and Clarence Plains as the granary of Van Diemen's Land. The
governmentbought 90 acresfiom David Lord tor a township which was oftlcially called
Richmond in February 1824,and in Septemberthat shrewd Scot John Walker, realising the
opportunity,applied tor a grant of land "tbr the erection of a mill in the Township of
Richmond". The watermill was erectedrn 1824 and in March 1826 W. Wilson advisedthe
public that he was leasingit and it workedtwo pairsof stones,one pair of which were Frcnch
burrs. Walker sold the mill to Patrick Miller, probablyin 182ttas in Januaryof that year the
former askedfor a grant of the allotmentas he had tulfilled the conditionsfor it and if he did
not get a grantsoonit would be a seriousloss."
Miller exchangeda schoolhousein Liverpool Streetfor the mill in Richmond;he could well
havebeenthe millwright who had appliedfor an allotmentin Sorellto build a windmill (see
6.2.3). However, in September1828 he was in serioustrouhle, as detailedby the Hobart
Town Coru'ier.In the courseof a heavytlood during which the Coal River rose ncarly 4.5m
aboveits normalheight,the mill dam was almostcompletelywashedaway.and then both the
mill itself and its miller werethreatened:
In the courseof lastnightthe waterbrokeinto the mill, andpoor "Padtll tlrc Miller" had
to retreatto the upperstorywherehe passeda miserablenight,expectingeverynroment
Theviolenceof the fktodtuntblinghis casksand
to be sweptawaywith all his premises.
on thetop of the shingles,made
below,thefowls scrambling
boxesaboutthe apartments
falling
abouthis ears,while the cats
house
was
the
led
him
to
expect
that
noise
as
sucha
joining him in his
andratsforgettingtheir naturalantipathyandfearlessof his presence,
lorlornretreat,servcdto heightenhis despair.
Eventually three constablesventured through the tlood and by putting a rope through an
upperwindow were able to get "the old man" the sameway and take him to dry land, much
to the relief of a largecrowd who had watchedtiom the bank "in tremblinganxiety"."
However, Paddy'strials were by no meansat an end. The Richmondbridge had also been
damagedby the flood and when JohnLee Archer cameto inspectit he tound that the damage
had beencausedto someextentby the proximity of the mill dam which was a mere fifty feet
as Colonial Architect,David Lambe,had pointedout in
[15m] to the north. His predecessor
1826that the dam might causeproblemswith the bridge as water t-lowingover the dam was
underminingthe piers. Archer rccommendedin early 1829 that the mill dam not be reerectedin the sameplace,eventhough Miller had alreadypreparedmaterialsto do so. Miller
agreedwith Archer's "superiorjudgment",but pointedout that as the mill and its ptivileges
had cost him nearly f500 he would hope he could obtain permission l.o erect a dam
somewhereelse. When a settlementappeareddistant, Miller withdrew frtlm the exchange
with Walker and left him to deal with the problem.Walker too tound a solution difticult. as
by the middle of 1829 there was too much water in the river to enable a new dam to be
constructed,and the convict gang in the areahad 1e11the district and there was no labour
tor his problems,Walker sclldthe mill
available.Requestinga grantof land in compensation
as a dwelling for f125 to ThomasIssell in August 1830.It is of interestthat Issell was a
miller and may havehopedfor a tuturepossibilityof operatingthe mill oncemore, although
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this seemsnever to have occuned.He did, however,make a killing with his purchaseasjust
two vearslater he sold the block to Henry Thomastor f390.'n
The preciselocation of this mill has not been determined,althoughconsideringthe position
of the dam it can be safely assumedthat the mill was somedistancesouthof the bridge.The
triangular block of land to the south of the bridge on the eastemside was known as Mill
Fielcland ElizabethJonescan remembera mill racethere.'o

6.3.2 Trafalgar mill
Soon after the devastatingflood, James Kestall Buscombo determined to provide an
alternative mill lor the town. In February 1829 he applied for an allotment to erect a
windmill and dwelling houseof brick and stone,citing as his reasonthe scarcityof water in
the Coal River. (This latter is interestingas it implies that the watermill was still able to
operatedespitethe damageto the dam.) Buscombehad arrived on the Heroine along with
John Walker in 1822 and was very active in Richmond, having already built the Lennox
Arms which he ran. He acted as postmasterfor nearly 20 years, was an auctioneerand
storekeeperand as a builder was responsiblefor many other buildings in the area including
Prospecthouse."
Buscombeplannedto build the colony's first tower windmill at an estimatedcost of 11lt)t);
all previouswindmills had been the smaller-and less expensivelost mills. It was to be
built betweenRussellStreet,the Esplanadeand Old Bridge Street.Severalproblemslorced
delaysand in the eventit took severalyearsto construct.By May 1830he had completedthe
stonetower which was 25 t'eet[7.5m] in diameterand lorty teet [12m] high, thus making it
shorterthan both the Oatlandsand BatteryPoint mills (see2.14 and 5.8). His requestfor the
return of a pair of governmentsawyersfor three monthsto completethe timber work of the
mill was rejected,despiteArthur's support,with JohnLee Archer sayingthat they could not
be spared.Althoughhe describedhimselfas a mechanic,Buscombewas not a millwright and
he therelorehad alreadyengagedPeterFergusonwho had helpedbuild the new Government
Mill in Hobart Town (see 2.3), but without the sawyershe was unable to provide the
materialsrequiredby him in the given time. Completionof the mill was further delayed
while Buscomhe'srequest
when Fergusonwas seriouslyinjuredin a fall duringcclnstruction,
for a particular sized iron tor the spindle to be provided trom the OrdnanceStore was also
rejected,this time by Arthur who f'earedthe preccdentit might establish.'1
It was February 1832beforethe mill approachedcompletion.By this time Fergusonhad lost
a grant of 640 acresat Russell'sFalls on which he had intendedto build a watermill, as he
had not taken up residencethere within the stipulatedsix months. (The land was instead
grantedto CaptainFenton who eventuallybuilt his own mill there-see 1.4.1.) Ferguson
pleadedwith the governmentto restorethe land to him, and producedsupportinglettersfrom
severailocal property ownersincluding Buscombe,G.W. Gunning and Tht)masLascelles.
Gunningwas glowing in his praisc:
I beg leaveto certify His ExcellencyI haveknown Memorialistseveralyears.and I
man,I haveseena greatdealt-rfhis work, andI
believehim to be a mostconscientious
havefrequentlyvisitedhim in the progressof his presentundertaking- The Tower Mill
of Richmond(sic) - workingtwo pair of FrenchBurrs with dressingmachineryand
tacklecomplete- andwhichI am infbrmedcannotbe excelledin New SouthWales,this
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Mill, it is expected,will be in full operationaboutfive or six weeks,tr-lthe great
neighbourhood....
convenience
andbenefitof Richmond,andthesurrounding
As early as 1831 Rosspraisedthe "very superiorwindmill", going on to say that "the lot1y
stone tower...situatedconspicuouslyin the centre lof Richmond], already givefsl it the
appearanceof a thriving English village." However, it was not until Octobcr 1832 that
Buscombewas finally able to inform the public that the TrafalgarMill and drcssingmachine
was in tull operation.He claimedthat it had costhim €1500."
In 1834the mill was damagedby galesand repairstook severalweeksto complete.In 1836
Buscombeadvertisedthe mill for lease,the "sole reason[being] the proprietor's ill health,
and having so many other things to attend to." The leasewas taken tor seven years at an
annualrental of €100 by John Stonehouse
of the StratlordMill, Campania(see 6.5.l). In
October 1839 Buscombesold the mill to FrancisRose,miller ol' Richmond,t'or f9()(). It is
possiblethat Rosehad beenemployedby Stonehouse,
or possiblythe latter had let his lease
lapse by this time and Rose had taken over. By the time the mortgagewas rcncgotiatedin
September1848Rosehad addedan enginehouseand a steamengine:it wor"rldhe interesting
to know whetherhis decisionto do this had anticipatedVincent'ssimilarmove in Oatlandsin
1g45.to

(nr) who put the wind and
Rosemusthavedefaulted
on his payments
asit wasBuscombe
steammill up for auctionin 1853,althoughRosewasstill in occupation
at a rentalof f 100.
Thesteamenginewasdescribed
as:
of very superior construction.and of sufficient power to grind fbr the whole of this
prosperousdistrict. affording to an enterprisingspeculatorthe meansof commandingan
immense trade in grain and flour, which can be shipped fbr exportation at the Wharf in
thc rear.
When the mill did not sell at auction it was advertised tor sale by private contract, the
advertisement specifying that the "t-ansand apparatustbr driving the mill by wind are in first
rate order". The mill remained in Buscombe's hands with James Hobbs and George Burn

leasingit in April 1853, and by the time of the 1856 ElectoralRoll Burn's son, George
GunningBurn, was the occupier.The mill was occasionallyunoccupiedtor the remainderof
the 1850sand by 1860its annualvalue had droppedtrom f75 to f 10. As Burn's steammill
had by now startedoperating(see 6.3.5) it is likely that the Tratalgar Mill did not work
again."
In 1U64the executorstor J.K. Buscombe'sestateput it up for auctionagain:it still contained
two pairsof stonesand the 10-horsepowerenginewas dcscribcdas tirst-rate, while the fourroomedcottageand brick stablewere also ofteredwith the mill. However.it was not until
about 1868that it was boughtby J.J.Overell.By 1871the "old mill and land" was ownedby
J.W. Nichols and membersof the family continuedto own it until 1908 when P.J. Nichols
gave the stonefor the constructionof the Town Hall and it was demolished.In its later years
the mill had beenusedfor storase.'u
In the early 1980s the foundationsof the mill was uncoveredfor a few weeks and then
coveredagainwith earth"In 1996a groupcalledthe ProvidenceMill (sic) SocietyInc started
to build a tower mill on the spot but were forced to demolishit when it was shown to
contraveneheritagelegislation.The miller's cottage,still with its mud shingles.was saved
''
from demolition by a cleterminedgroup of residentsand is now repaire.d.
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6.3.3 Providence mill
The secondRichmond windmill had a short history. In April 1838 the millwright Isaac
Savidgeannouncedthat he had completedthe erectionof the ProvidenceMill and "most
earnestly"solicitedsupport,but in September1839he advertisedfor sale:
Thatvaluableproperty,the 'Providence'
Windmill,with nearlytwo acresof land,situate
(sic)in the centreof Mr. Cassidy'sestatesfWoodburnl,nearRichmond.The princ-iples
on whichthis mill is built will be foundto possess
evcryconvenienc:e,
havinga roundhouseunderneath.
The mill itself containsone pair of Frenchburr stones,tbur f-ectin
diameter,
with a full-sizeddressing
machineandsacktackle,complet*the wholeof the
machinerycanbe drivenat onetime.
Little is known of Savidge.Macfie has found that when as a widower he married Elizabeth
FrancesEastwoodin Sorell in 1835 one of the witnesseswas George Peacock,perhaps
relatedto the J. Peacockwho ran the Downward windmill tor a tew months (see 6.2.3).
Macfie also feels he had an abrasivepersonality,judging lrom two letters he wrote, so this,
combinedwith the distanceof his post mill fiom Richmondand competitionlrom the larger
TrafalgarMill. may explainhis diflicultiesin business."
Savidge,unableto sell the mill. took out a mortgagein 1840 with the Van Diemen'sLand
Fire and Marine Insuranceand Lit-eAnnuity Companybut when he delaultedon repayments
the mortgageesput the mill up for sale againin July 1841.The mill land ol-less than two
acreswas describedas being boundedon the south-eastby BroughamStreet,on the northwest by a creek,and elsewhereby JohnCassidy'sland.Onceagainthe mill tailed to sell, and
once again it was ottbred for sale in September1843, and then again in 1850--{alled
"savage'sMill" this time. Nothinglurtheris known."
Two photographsheld by Tasmanianashow what appearto be the remainsof this mill. A
Thomas Chapman painting used by Elizabeth Jones tor the cover of hcr book about
Richmondmay show the mill in the distance,althoughits locationvis-a-visthe churchdoes
not seemquite right. Long-timeresidentsremembertrom the 1930sa largecircular structure
about l2m in diameter.This was possiblythe roundhouse,
but as a horseworked in it, it was
possibly a water pump and unrelatedto the windmill. The current owner of the property
believestherewas a windmill pump on the creek.Alternativelythe tlour windmill may have
been convertedto pumping atier Savidgefinally leti. A shearingshed was built on the site
(approximatemap ret-erence
Richmond365687)in the early 1950sbut was burnt down in
1967.The hill wasloweredwith a bulldozerabout 1977."

6.3.4McArdell mill
Almost nothingis known of the historyof this mill. The only retercncefound so far hasbeen
trom The Cvclopediaof Tasmaniawhere Philip H. McArdell of Mornington, Bellerive. is
describedas purchasingthe paddlesteamerSw'prisewhich plied betweenHohart Town and
Bellerive,then selling out. "He then decidedto start tlour milling, and built a mill on the
Coal River. near the townshipof Richmond.which did not prove a sllccess.and he left thc
colony...." It is clear trom the articlethat he must have operatedthe mill some time in the
1840s; the Mills and ManutacturingReturns would indicate 1840 when the number of
watermillsin the Richmonddistrict soesfrom two (Downward'sat Sorell and Stonehouse's
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to three.In 1842the numberdropsto two again.In VictoriaMcArdellerected
at Campania)
theWattleSteamMills at Sale.o'
Old-time residentsremembersandstoneblocks,the remainsof a mill, on the eastemside and
Richmond
quite closeto the Coal River and north of the bridge (approximatemap ret-etenco
uscd for a
the
dam
upstream
wcstem
side,
and
traced
on
the
A
mill
race
can
still
be
360696).
swimming hole could perhapsbe the remainsof the mill dam. The site has recently been
bullclozed.o'

6.3.5Burn mill
The only Richmond mill building to survive is the 2-storeybrick steammill on the eastern
side of the bridge (now 2 Wellington Street).It was built by GeorgeBurn, who had bought
Mill Field in 1835 (see6.3.1) and was evidentlythe brotherof that David Burn whoseA
rn 1t140-41.
George
Picmre of Van Diemen'sLand was publishedin the ColonialMag,az,ine
settledat Roslyn,Campania,andwas thusnext door to the StrattordMill of John Stonehouse
(see 6.5.1) and in 1853 he had leasedthe Trafalgar Mill and installed his son Georgc
Gunning Burn as miller (see6.3.2).Thc Mills and ManufacturingReturnslist a new mill in
1857, so the likely date is 1856-57.It would be at the time of the gold tushes,although
would have been too late to take real advantageof them, and it would llt in with Burn's
renting of the Trafalgar Mills. In 1856 George Gun.ningBurn was at Trafalgar, but by the
1858ValuationRoll he had movedto the steammill."'
The mill was certainly built by March 1858 when an advertisementfor a miller tor thc
RichmondSteamMills appearedin the Mercury. G.G. Burn continuedto run the mill until
1865.In July of that year William Searle.in announcinghis retirementtrom tho Commcrcial
SteamMills in Hobart (see2.15), went on: "W.S. also solicits the interestof his country
friends on behalf of his nephew, Mr Wm Bone, who has taken the Richmond Steam
Mills...." Bone continuedto leasethe mill until 1812when it was oftbredlor auctionon the
noted:
instructionsof the executorsof the lateGeorgeBurn. The advertiscment
is substantially
built
by thelatetlrm of Easby& Robertson,
TheMill, whichwaserected
and in perfectorder,and the wholedrivenby a t horsepowerenginewith 12 horse
London.Attachedis a circularsaw
powertubularboilerby Claytonand Shuttleworth,
andbenchcapableof cuttingfrom 30-40tonsof wood per diem.All in first c'lassorder
andlet to Mr. Boneat thelow rentalof f 100perannum.
Bone boughtthe mill tor f 1400and continuedto operateit until 1886when BenfaminBone,
presumablyhis son,took over.He was still therein 1888.00
In 1903 theTasmanian Mail had an article about Richmond, which talked about the mill:
For some years the mill worked day and night and turned out flour of a frrst-class
quality. When the owner died the mill was purchasedby Mr Nichols, who subsequently
turned it into a butter factory. After running for some time the factory closed its doors
and has not beenusedsincein eitherdirection.a circumstancemuch regrettedklcally.
About 1920 the building was sold to the artist John Eldershaw who converted it to a
residence. The tank for the mill about 40 teet IlZm] long and three teet [1ml dcep was next
to the house until Eldershaw pushed it into the river. At least one of the boilers f rom the mill
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wason the river bankuntil relativelyrecenttimes. As one of the largercountrysteammills,
with threepairsof stones,anddatingfiom the 1850sthis buildingis of somesignificance.ot

6.4 Runnymede
Runnymedecould equally well be located in the East Coastcatchment.but as its location
putsit into the Richmond/Sorellareait will be dealtwith here.
The property of Runnymede,originally owned by CharlesParsons,was acquiredaround
1844 by the prominent businessmanand later politician Askin Morrison. Morrison installed
many tenantson the property and eventuallytheir producewarrantedthe erection of a f-lour
mill, althoughiust when this occurredhasnot beendetermined.The Mills and Manufacturing
Returnsspecilicallymention a mill there in 1849, but as there were lour steammills tor
Richmondlisted in 1843 and 1844 it is likely to have been built by then. The five-storey
sandstonebuilding was set back a few metreslrom the western side of WoodsdaleRoad,
Runnymede458786).A
about 20m southof the presentOld Mill farmhouse(map ret-erence
photographin Rowlands' book, Richnnnd's 100 Yearsof Municipal Govemntent,showsa
very large building which is misidentilledas the mill; a plan in the AOT makesclear it is
insteadthe granary,which was severalhundredmetresto the west. Almost nothing is known
of the operationof the mill, but at some time an overseeris said to have suggestedthat the
tenants'leasesnot be renewedand the propertywas turnedover to sheeplarming, so that the
mill was no longerrequired.Following Morrison'sdeathin 1876the propertywas boughtby
Wilson and Crosby, and then later by A. Parker. During his ownership two brothers,
identified as Stokell, cleanedup the machineryof the mill and worked it again for a short
timc.tu
In 1903it was describedin the TasmanianMail:
dantagein any
It wasbuilt on the latestdesignsknownat the time, andhasnot suff-ered
way throughbeingidle. The machinerywasof a tirst-classpattern,and,savctilr rust and
with thc ntill is still
of dirt. is now in goodorder.Everythingin connection
accumulation
regretthat the surroundingcountryis not
and one cannothelp expressing
cc-rnrplete,
utilisedin sucha mannerasto keepit working.
In 1906the estatewas subdivided,and by the 1930sthe mill was long pastbeing clperational.
much of
At some time the machinerywas sold and two storeysremovedtor the sandstone,
property
was sold to Maurice
which was usedin Triabunnafor houses.By 1952when the
and Lola Tate, therewas no machineryletl. In 1966the building had becomcdangerousand
was demolished.All that is left of the mill aretwo boilersrustingaway nearhy."

6.5 Campania
6.5.1 Stonehouse'sStratford Mills
who had arrivedin the
The tirst mill in the Campaniaareawas erectedby John Stonehouse
River.
In
property
Kangaroo
October I 835 he was
White
on the
colony in 1832and bought
able to inform the public that his Stratlord Mills on the river were operatingand solicited a
shareof public patronage.In a letterhomein Decemberof the tollowing year he gavesome
further details:
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Our new businesshasturnedout quiteaswell aswe anticipatedandI certainlyfeel very
much gratified with Mr. B. Stratfordlbr the justice he dicl me with regerd tr-rthe
machineryandmillstoneswhichI havent-rdoubtareasgoodasthoughI hadbcenon the
spot.You will seethatwe havecalledthe mill afterhim, StratfordMill...lwhichl is now
well knownall overthecountry.
From this we can assumethat Stonehousehad not intendedto begin milling when he leti
England,but had taken advantageof his location on a swifl-t-lowingriver and written home
to his triend Stratford asking him to selectthe required machineryand stones.Stonehouse
employedone Walters,a ticket of leaveman from Borrowby Mill in Yorkshirc, as miller for
f.45 a year. The same letter announcedthat he had also leasedBuscombe'swindmill in
Richmond(see6.3.2),sohe musthavehaclgreatlaith in milling."
had addeda steamengineto his mill, and announcedthat he would
By July 1841Stonehouse
times were
no longerkeep grist accountsbut take a paymentin toll: obviouslythe depressed
well
pay
during
their debts.Presumablyhe did
having an etfect on his customers'ability to
the early fillies with the gold rushes,but then accordingto family memhersthe mill was
washedaway in a flood. It is possiblethat this happenedin 1852 when the whole colony
facedsevereflooding.In 1859he advertiseda steamenginelor saletrom the StrattordMills
which may indicatethat he had decidedagainstoperatingthe old mill again.Insteadhe built
a new mill in a differentlocationwhich was satefrom l-looding.In 1860 he importedliom
H.E.M. Mosesa "PatentTurbineand Vortex Water Wheel of 6 horsepower and Gearingfor
same...[with]CastIron Vortex Case,9 Pipesand I bend."Instructionsfor orectingthe same
were also torwarded.In 1862he was ableto announcethat he had "completedhis Hydraulic
& SteamMills" and would grind and dresslor ninepencecash.Perhapshe had beenunableto
sell the steamengine,or possiblythe turbine had not beenas eflbctive in low water as he had
hopecland he had had to installsteamaller all.'n
was most unusualin his determinationto use the latesttechnologyin a country
Stonehouse
mill. He convertedto steamquite early, and his use of a tr"rrbinewas precededonly hy
him as a man of scholarlyinterestsand he
His family remembered
Degravesat the Cascades.
was lriendly with the one-timePremierThomasGregson.He had a wry senseof humour
which did not deserthim evenatier his later misfortunes;when he apologisedto Gregsonin
versetor beingforcedto missa dinnerthe poembegan:
you will miss me
Perchance
But may takethe will tor the deed
For 'tweentloods,ill luck and taxation
I have nothing to sparetor a f-eed.
misfortunestemmedliom the actionsof GeorgeBum. Burn at Roslyn was his
Stonehouse's
daughters,but when Burn built
neighbourand two of his sonsmarriedtwo of Stonehouse's
his steam mill at Richmond in the mid-fifties (see 6.3.5), possibly atter the llood had
mill was too isolatedto competc.Just when the
destroyedthe StratfordMill, Stonehouse's
secondmill stoppedworking is unknown,althoughbetweenthe ValuationRolls of 1866and
186ttthe valueof the propertydroppedfiom f60 to f30 which may indicatethat the mill had
deathin 1881,the propcrty remained
stoppedworking at this time. Following Stonehouse's
ycars
in
of this centurythe mill was used
members
early
possession
family
and
the
of
in the
to storeapples.tt'
Tea Tree 381780),but
The first mill was on tlat groundright next to the river (map ret'erence
remembers
the brick building
resident
of
the
area
an
old
remains
although
there are no
standingsomewhatdilapidatedin the early yearsof this centuty. If this is true the tamily's
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belief that the mill was washed away needs some modification. However, there is some
brickwork remaining at the site of the secondmill (map rel-ercnceTea Tree 379780)along
with part of the penstockfor the turbine and a rusted egg-endedboiler. The mill race for
bringing water about 2km from the river to the millpond can be tracedin places.The feed to
the turbinewas probablyconveyedfrom the millpond througha brick culvert, tiagmentsof
which still survive.As it containsthe remainsof a continuallyupgradedcountry mill, this
sitehassomesisnilicance.t'

6.5.2Brock's mills
H.J. Brock was the owner of the CampaniaEstatein 1884when he decidedto build a steam
of wheator ffour. When the Special
mill in Campania,nearthe stationtor easytransportation
for the Mercury visitedin November,the mill was as yet unllnishedbut Brock
Correspondent
had alreadyinitiated milling in a smallcr building of corrugatediron, using a Eurcka smutter
and a Waterhousedresser.The correspondentmarvelled at "the neatestportahlc engine in
Tasmania,a wonderof compactness,
strength,and lightness...bythe Waterhouse[Waterous]
StandardGrist Mill Co., Brentford[Brantford,Ontariol,Canada."The enginewas 20 horse
power and could be movedby just two horses.The permanentmill of two storeysand a loft,
designedby William Greenlaw,was beingbuilt of stonetrom a quarry nearby,and was built
close to the railway stationwith a siding right up to the door to allow easy transferof wheat
and flour. It was expectedto be readyby early 1885,but it was not until Decemberof that
year when the Mercar"ynoted that the new mill was working under the managementof John
Bradshaw,long-timemiller at Oatlands,and that the mill was using rollers.This was almost
certainlythe tirst time that any mill in the colony had conveftedto the new technology.
In May 1886 the Mercluy provideda description.Bradshaw,on Brock's hehalf.had gone to
New South Wales in 1885 "observingupon the working of porcelainrollers, which have
superceded(sic) burrs". Like all of the early millers who usedrollers, he did not install a
completeroller plant at Campania.He employeda speciallyimported set of stclnes,very
well-balancedand working at 220 rpm (twice the normal speed)to crack thc wheat,then tour
pairsof smoothrollers.probablythe HungarianGanzbrand,for a gradualreductionprocess.
This representsa transitionalphasebetore the introduction of tully integratedroller plant
using both break and reductionrolls. The mill employedthe latestlabour-savingmachinery
as well. so that no handlingwas requiredfrom the time the wheat was takenup an elevatorto
storageto the time it came out as tlour, and the new manager,Mr Tolland, neededonly an
engineerto operatethe steamengine and one other assistant.The corrugatediron building
was now beingusedtor storageof grain.The journalistnotedthat:
It is a curiousfact that a mill so far removedfrom the metropolisshouldbe one of the
It is nclwclearthatother
first in theislandto adoptso muchlaboursavingmac'hinery....
left very far
millerswill haveto adoptthe patentrollers,or they will find themselves
behind.
A modernreadermight echohis surprise,and ryith hindsightcan verity that indeedit was not
long beforethe other millers beganto catchup.''
J. Tolland was still at the mill in 18tt8.The mill was still advertisedin the I U94-5Posr O.ffice
Directory but the Mills and ManutacturingReturnsindicateit had stoppedworking by 1891"
By 1903 the steamengine had been taken to Lawrenny,anotherof Brock's properties,and
the mill building was usedonly lor public functions.After the 1914-19ltlwar the mill was
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usedfor producestorageby returnedsoldiers.During the SecondWorld War it was usedas a
flax mill, but tn 1949 it was convertedfor "temporaty" use as a school, a lunction which it
still retains.The fact that this was almostcertainly the first mill in Tasmaniato install roller
machineryaddsconsiderablyto the significanceof the site."

6.6 Colebrook
6.6.1 Colebrook (Jerusalem) Park
Much of what has been written about this mill is inaccurate.Although it is often claimed as
the colony's tirst steam mill, or the tlrst rural steammill, neithcr is in fact the case as
Walker's Hobart Town mill, Gaunt's at Windermereand Downward's at Sorell precededit
(see2.7, 9.4 and 6.2.2). The article on John Robertsonin thc Cv-clopedia
o.f Tusntrutinstates
that he built the first engineever made in Tasmania,and presumahlybecauseof his known
links with Colebrook Park some writers have assumedthat he theretorebuilt thc Colcbrook
Park engine.However.the enginewas installedby AlexanderClaft. Nor was it the first this
engineerprovided,as he had alreadyinstalledDownward's.'o
The mill was built by Andrew Tolmey, a Scot and stonemason
who arrivedin the colony in
1823.In 1828he appliedfor land and was granted1280acresto the southof the townshipof
Jerusalem.(The name was olllcially changedto Colebrookin 1894).Naming his property
JerusalemPark, Tolmey built a stonehousethere by 1831.In 1836 when he successfully
applied for a further grant the list of the buildings on his tarm included a stone barn and
stables,hut therewas no mentionof a mill.tt
The earliest located r.et-erenceto a mill is trom May 1839 when Tolmey insertcd the
tollowing advertisementin the Hobart Town Com'ier:
are respcctfully
JerusalemSteam Flour Mills. The Settlersin the neighbourhood
infbrmed,that the aboveMills arenow in fuIl operation,and that they can havetheir
wheatgroundandflour dressedat theshortestnotice,andreturnedby the cartsthat bring
lor their teamsto
the wheat.Personsliving at sucha distanceas to renderit necessary
renrainabsentall night, will have their bullockswell caredfclr without cost. Flour
pricres.
price,f30 perton.for flour for fantilyuse.
Fresent
alwayson saleat reasonable
The high pressureenginewas of six horsepower.The mill was later descrjbedas a waterand
steammill. It is probablethat it was originallybuilt as a watermill with steamaddedlatcr: an
1840 article in the Colonial Timessaysthat Tolmey "has erectcda steamenginelor his corn
mill", implying that the introductionof steamfollowed the initial building of the watermill.'u
Tolmey suppliedthe local military and road-gangstationwith t-lour,which the sameColonial
Timesarticle describedas "superiorto anythingwe have seenin the Colony". It went on:
In order...tostimulateandencourage
the men in their usefuland intportantwork, Mr.
pounds
of 172
Tolmeyhasmadean allowance
[0.68kg] of flour perdayto therationsc-rf
eachman,a proceedingwhichhasgivenampleproof of the eff-ectof suchliberality and
kindnessby the additionallabourproduced.
Martin Cashwas evidently not so impressedas it was the brutal conditionshe sufteredin the
Jerusalemchain gang which led him to escape,but he was pleasedto flnd Tolmey's mill in
orderto obtainsupplies"''
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Tolmey's kindnessand considerationalong with his honestyand his ability to work hard
endearedhim to all his neighbours,both gentlemenand working class, and his sudden
unexpecteddeathin May 1814lrom (evidently)a twistedbowel was tollowed by a tuneral
attendedby 150 deeplymourningpeopleincludingThomasGregsonand G.W. Gunning.It
was said that even the otficiating minister was so protoundly aftected that he was almost
unableto continuewith the service.tt
Tolmey's deathcreatedan immediateproblemfor the remainingmembersof the family. He
died intestateand considerablyin debt to his son-in-lawJamesRobertson.(Rowlandsis
incorrectin sayingthat Tolmey left the propertyto his grandsonAlexanderRobertson,who
was then less than a year old.) Robertsonhad arrived in 1832 and ran a successful
engineeringand shipsmithbusinesson the New Wharl with his brother William. He had
marriedMargaretTolmey in 1841.Tolmey's first born and older son,James,had drownedin
the mill dam in the Wallaby Rivuletin 1843and his otherson Andrew was only eleven.It is
probablethat Tolmey's widow Janetried to carry on the business,but in 1817 the whole
propertyof 2141 acreswas put up for auctionby order of the mortgagee.Lot II, 619 acres
togetherwith the principal homesteadand the water and steam mill, was bought hy J.
Chipman for f1238. Presumably Chipman (who later owned one of the Rokeby
windmills+ee 6.1.2)continuedto run the mill althoughnothingis known of his time there,
nor of how it cameaboutthat Robertsonand his tamily eventuallycameto live at Jerusalem
Park following his retirementtrom businessin 1856.It can only be assumedthat Rohertson
continuedto hold thc mortgageover the property and that eventuallyChipman or a later
purchaserdetaultedand Robertsonbecamethe owner."
Robertsoncontinuedoperatingthe mill; the Mills and ManutacturingReturnsindicatethat it
was working until at least 1869.In 1867Robertsonretiredback to Hobart wherc he died 30
yearslater with an estatesaidto be worth the enormoussum of f870 (Xn. His son Alexander
took over running the propertyand at somestagedismantledthe mill machinery.The story
goesthat "Cady" Lerey who as a youngman had driventhe bullockswhich hauledthe boiler
into positionhad the samejob as an old man when the machinerywas pulled out. In 1883the
Valuation Rolls no longer record a mill on the property.Alexanderdied in 1928 and the
propertypassedto his son Alan and eventuallyto Alan's son John who is still in possession
( lggg).0"
The 2-storey stone mill and granary which were to the north of the house (map ret-erence
Bains 319892)survivedthe 1967 bushfiresalthoughthe interior was gutted.However, the
whole complex of buildings was demolishedin the mid-1980s when the Craigbourne
Inigation Schemeled to the entire area being inundated.Two French burstones are lying
near John Robertson'snew house,while anotherplus the old boiler are near the site of the
mill. The mill race can still be traced,while the stonetoundationsof the mill are visible at
low water.u'

6.6.2 Hardwick Mill
The competitionfor the JerusalemPark mill was providedby John Stokell, son of the George
Stokell who had emigrated from Durham in 1822 and eventually owned considerable
property in the Coal River valley as well as RokebyPark. John was only a small child when
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his fatheremigratedand he completedhis schoolingin Englandbeforejoining his tather in
1838. He evidently managedmuch of his father's property but also had his own farm at
JerusalemPlainssouthof Jerusalem.
In 1852he was at the Victoriangold diggingsand wrote
home to his sisterthat secondclassflour was selling tor f25 a ton; lessthan threeweekslater
it was f70 a ton. It is possiblethat it was thesehigh prices which encourageclhim later to
build his own mill, although as some years seem to have elapscd bef'ore the mill was
completedit is more likely that it was built as an investmentand as a meansof t'eedingthe
largenumberof peoplewho workedon Stokellpropcr-ties.u'
Just when the mill was built is impossibleto say. In 1857 an advertisement
in the Mercurv
"tbr labour only" for a steammill and it is possiblethat this was tor
requestedstonemasons
Stokell.Certainlyin 1859when the mill was put up f or auctionit was dcscrihedas "newly
built", althoughthis has a ratherelasticmeaning.Stokell was said by tamily membersto
haveactuallyerectedthe machinerywhich was importedtrom England.(He was also said to
havc respondedto a man who complainedthat the bagsof wheathe was unloadingwere too
heavy by carryrngthree bagsup the granarysteps-ctne under eacharm and one on his back
with a corner held betweenhis teeth.)The 1859 auctionwas tor a "stone dwelling house,
steamllourmill and other buildingswith corrugatediron rooling" near Jerusalcm"Evidently
the mill did not sell as the following year Stokell advertisedthe JerusalemSteam Mill tor
lease.u'
Following Stokell's deathat the early age of 41 in 1863,the mill passedto his half-sister
Henriettaand the mill had a seriesof tenants,including John and William Brain. In 1870
Henriettatried to sell the "substantiallystonebuilt and well establishedSteamFlour Mills
with every convenienceincludingcircular saw for cutting wood...." For the tlrst time they
were calledHardwick SteamMills. However.they stayedin her possession
and the tollowing
year BenjaminBone beganleasingthem. Bone was evidentlythe son of William Bone who
at the time was leasingthe RichmondSteamMill (see6.3.5). He continuedto leasethcm
throughoutmost of the 1870s,althoughthey were again unsuccesstully
put up for sale in
ISll and in 1880.In the latter year they were describedas being "in pertcctworking order
and doing a lucrativebusiness.Built of stoneregardlessof cost and titted with all the most
improvedsteammachinery,havingspecialregardfor economy....".By the end of the decade
George Stokelljnr was operatingthe mill, then throughmuch of the eightiesit was John
Stokelljnr who was the occupier.In 18ti8W.J. Howorthwas the occupierand he was the last
managcrof the mill.*
The mill building is still standingsouth of the Colebrook and to the west of the main
Colebrook-Richmondroad. Around 1900 the machinerywas dismantledand some of the
small piecesof machinerytaken to Rokeby House,althoughthey are no longcr there.The
mill was sold to Leslie Reynoldsin 1921.For sometime it was usedtor farm storageuntil in
1947 it was rcnovatedand becamea residencefor Claude Revnolds.The original interior
stepsarestill in use.ut

6.7 Other Coal Vallev mills
In 1835 an advertisementin the Hobart TovynCourier offbred a2}-year leaseof a tarm ol
100 acreson the Coal River. togetherwith a horseflour rnill:
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Also rent free,for the sameterm,9 acresof rich arableland (adjoiningthe abovefarm)
on which thereis a good site for a water mill, togetherwith part of the machinery
prepared
on the spotandreadyto be put up. An advance
in aid of erectingthe watermill
will be madeby theproprietor.
The locationof thesemills hasnot beendetermined.uu
It may be, however,that they were part of the CampaniaEstate.In 1853when FrancisSmith
(tather of the later Premier)decidedto retire and oftered the estatefor sale,he listed all the
buildings the estate contained, tinishing with "tbtting, caft, and wool sheds, thrashing
machine,flour mill, and all the otherappurtenances
to a largeestablishment.
. .." The wording
would seemto precludea largemill building,but could well reter to a horscmill. However,
the announcement
of thc auctionof the estatein l85tl makesno mentionof a mill so it was
prohahlya handmill.u'
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CHAPTERSEVEN
KINGSTONAND THE HUON VALLEY

7.1 Kingston
The areaof Brown's River (asthe settlementwas calleduntil its namewas otflcially changed
to Kingston in January1851)beganto be settledby Nortolk Islandersatter 1808,the first
appearingto be ThomasLucaswho received530 acressoon alter arrival. He operateda boat,
probably in order to get suppliestrom Hobart Town as water was the only meansof access
for the settlementuntil the 1830s.Even this was occasionallya problem,and remainedso
until the building of the first jetty in 1887.Although William Proctorbuilt a road over Mr
Nelson and down Vincent's Rivulet in 1835 to give Brown's River its first land link with
Hobart Town, parts of it were just a bush track so that it was not suitabletor cartage.Thus
the quiet little settlementremained rather isolated and quite small, so it is perhaps not
surprisingthat it took so long (apparently)to build a tlour mill there.'
The first referencefound to the existenceof a mill datesfrom January 1837 when James
Hackettconveneda meetingat Hackett'sMill, Brown's River. The land had originally been
owned by the solicitor ThomasWood Rowlandsand it is possiblethat he had had the mill
built beforeHackettboughtit in December1836(the probabledate).Justwho the millwright
was is also unknown, but one could speculatethat the Lucas f amily might have been
involved.They had beeninvolvedwith mills on Norfolk Islandand Sydneyand two sonsof
NathanielLucashad built the windmill in Launceston
(see9.1.1).However,no definitelink
hasbeenfound betweenthe ThomasLucasin Kingstonand the milling Lucasfamily.'
JamesHackett appearsto have been a prickly character.Following his arrival in the colony
he had fought a duel and in the early 1830she had playeda leadingrole in trying to rid Van
Diemen'sLand of the Roman Catholic priest FatherConnolly, even though Connolly had
advancedhim money when he was sick. He had also beena contldantof William Bryan in
his campaignto discreditArthur (see II.7.I). He owned considerableproperty in Hobart
Town and operatedthe Franklin Rectifying Distillery, producing "Hackett's Incomparable
CordialGin", but by 1839he was insolventand the 420acresof land at Brown's River "with
Flour Mill, Public House,and otherimprovements"were put up for auctionby order of the
mortgagee,Henry Jellicoe.The race for the watermill was said to be able to he used tor
irrigation.In early 1840many of Hackett'sother propertieswere auctionedby order of his
moftgagees (one of whom was John Walker) and in April eight further lots
including-again-the Brown's River mill were to be auctionedwithout the least reserve.
Furtherdetailswere given of the mill:
...thereis a substantially
andexcellentlyc'onstructed
CornMill, with Machinery,of the
very best description,capableof Grindingand Dressing400 bushelsper week. and
havingthecommandof 12 feetWaterFall, with a neverfailingsupply.This Mill is now
clearingat therateof f200 per year,at the least,by grindingtbr hire, andif at fulI work,
wouldearnmorethanthricethat sum.The Mill Stoneswrel feet6 inches,FrenchBurrs,
andthe DressingMachinequitenew.
The proprietor had held olf selling for eighteenmonths as he expectedcompcnsationtrom
the government"for the destructionof his tradeand prospects"in the tailurc ol' the Franklin
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distillery, and he requestedgovernmentassistance
for a passageback to Britain for himself
and family. The groundsof his complainthave ncltbeenrcsearchedand it is not known if he
was successfulwith his requestbut his trackrecordwith governmenthad not heengood.'
The mill was on the northernbank of Brown's River, probablynot lar upstreamtrom where
Fisher Creek joins, (It was on the stretch of river betweenTaroona 221436 and Taroona
228134, and is likely to have been built close to the eastemend to enahle the owner to
control his millrace.)When the mill, no longerthe propertyof Hackett,was againput up tor
auctionin 1842it was describedas being"contiguousto the New Road,now f inishingby the
probationpafty, which will aftordeveryfacility forcartageto and lrom the mil|...." If this is
the new road throughTaroonato Hobart the advertisementwas stretchingthe truth a little as
the new roadfollowed basicallythe courseof today'sChannelHighway and was in lact some
distanceaway. It was tlnishedin 1845,and this may havehad the eftbct of openingthe mill
to competitionfrom the bigger Hobart Town mills. In February1845 the l'arm, mill and two
houseswere ot-feredfor the bargainprice of f700. the advertiserannouncingthat the "mill
cost more than is askedfor the whole". It is noteworthythat by this time the public house
was no longer operating,presumablybecausethe Kingston Hotel was better suited to take
advantageof traffic using either of the two roads into the settlement.The probation station
was abandonedby 1850 which would have been a loss to atl those who hacl provided
producrincluding perhapsthe mill owner.'
In 1848 the 420 acreswere again put up fbr auction, with the mill said to be in excellent
working order and doing a good business.By the time of the 1858 Valuation Roll it was
ownedby JohnHall who had ownedthe next door property,but the Mills and Manutacturing
Returnsdo not show it operationalafter 1856 (or betore 1856!)In 1860the mill and larm
wereleasedby William Smith and in 1864by JamesWood. That year an adjoiningtarm was
advertisedfor sale with the declarationthat it had the addedadvantageof being neal "Hall's
Flour Mill". Nothing further is known of the mill's history,but it is unlikely to have lasted
much longeras by 1885therewas little agriculturepractisedin the area.larmersgoing in tor
dairyingand tatteninganimals.No remainshavebeenlocatecl.'

T.2Woodside Mill at Franklin
Settlementat the Huon River was slow to developlargely becausethere was no track there
until 1830.By the mid-thirtiesthe governmentwas startingto sell land in the areaand one of
the tlrst allotmentsof 100acreswas boughtby JohnClark in August 1837.By the end of that
year he was one of only threesettlersin the Huon Valley, the othersheing William Nicholls
at Cygnet and William Sherwoodat Woodstock.
Clark's land on the westernside of the Huon was at what was soon called Clark's Rivulet,
north of the present town of Franklin and almost directly opposite the property of
Woodstock.He called his farm "Woodside",the name of a propertynear Rye in England
where Clark had worked for some years as a gamekeeper.It is not known when he had
arrived in Van Diemen'sLand (after a visit to America) but he had owned property in Hobart
Town and in March 1837he was describedas "JohnClark of the Huon River. Settler".Thus
even betorehe bought his block he had beenliving in the Huon, probablywith Sherwood.
but he quickly movedto his own land and beganclearing.Family historyhasit that it was the
1839shortageof wheatin New SouthWalescausingVan Diemen'sLand wheatto be sold at
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the astronomicalprice of 30 shillings a bushelthat led settlersin the Huon to bcgin growing
wheatamongstthe stumpsof their newly-clearedland. Suchwheatneededto he groundand
Clark returnedto his early trainingas millwright to provide the service.u
The WoodsideMill was built on the Main Roadsouthof Clark's Rivulet,just acrossthe road
from the Huon River (map referenceHuonville 018314).Its date of building can be gauged
from the tact that in March 1842Clark was the successtultendererfor f-lourat the Victoria
Valley (Huonville) convict station.It was a three-storeywoodcn building with an overshot
water wheel which poweredthe machinerythroughrim gearing.The millpond closebehind
was two to three metreswide but about 200 metreslong and was f'ed by a 400m race trom
Clark's Rivulet. Bargesbroughtwheat from up and down the river and unkladedat a jetty
immediatelyoppositethe mill; on someoccasionseven wheat from Adelaidewas imported.
Clark also owned severalvessels,startingin the mid-40s,and he provideda rcgular serviceto
Hobart Town for other settlersas well as being able to sell his own produce,which by the
end of the 40s includednot only tlour but fruit, potatoes,hopsand timber.'
Clark died in 1865,leavinghis sonsto carry on the mill. Chief miller was Aaron, but his twin
brother Mosesand other brothersJohn Kellaway, James,Harry and Robeft also helpedtiom
time to time. Harry was a capablecarpcnterand madea replacementwater wheel tor the mill
from Huon Pine. One Fred Taylor employedin the mill was accidentallydrownedin 1877.
By 1882it is likely that customwas poor and Aaron lefl for the North-WestCoastwhere he
becamemiller at Stewart'smill at Torquay(seel2.l .l). By 1885the mill was "cmphatically
silent", according to the TasmnnianMail correspondent.In 1t192it was converted to a
sawmill by Jameswho had takencontrol of the propertybut it tunctionedfor only threeyears
as it was found more eftlcient to take a steamengineinto the bushto be set up closeto where
the timber was cut. In the 1920sthe machineryand wheel were dismantledbut the derelict
building temaineduntil aller the SecondWorld War when it was pulled down."
Tracesof the mill race can still be seenalthoughit is mostly tilled in, and thc water outlet
from the mill is markedbv a culvertwhich now soesunderthe road.

7.3 Kellaway mill at Woodstock
Anothermill was built on the easternsideof the Huon River almostdirectlyoppositeClark's
WoodsideMill. The Woodstockpropertyhad originally beenowned by William Sherwood
(see7.2) but it was soon boughtby John Kellaway.Kellaway and his family had arrivedin
Van Diemen'sLand from Dorset in 1834 and atler spendingsometime at New Norfolk they
moved to the Huon about 1837 and worked at Woodstock.Kellaway may have leasedthe
propertyor perhapshe worked as Sherwood'smanager;in eitherevent.in ltt4l he became
the owner of Woodstock.In 1843his eighteen-year-old
daughterSarahmarriedthe 35-year
old widower John Clark from acrossthe river and trom then on there were verv close
relationsbetweenthe two families.'
In 1847 Kellaway and Clark took a half shareeach in the vesselBrothers, and it was about
this time that Clark beganhelping his father-in-lawto build a combined tlour and sawmill.
Just why it was decided to include a t-lour mill when Clark's was already operating is
unknown, but there was quite a sizeablecommunity on the easteffrshorc.At the time of the
1842censustherewere 11 peopleliving at Woodstock,but by 1853the threc Kellawaymen
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(includingGeorge,probablyJohn'scousin,and George'sson Thomas)were employing40
passholdersand ticket of leave men, and this of coursedoesnot take into accountother tree
settlersat Woodstock.The woodenfour-storeymill was built right on the shorelinenear the
house a little to the south of where Pelverata Road now joins the Channel Highway
(approximatemap referenceHuonville028309).A 3.5 kilometrelong race from the Sandfly
River (on the north side of PelverataRoad)was cut by convicts,and unlikc Clark's mill the
machinerywas poweredby the shaft of the large waterwheel.The mill was almost certainly
run by George,who until 1846had beenoverseerof variousprobationstations."'
John Kellaway died in 1859. His obituary referredin glowing terms to his "undeviating
integrity - the frank and un-aftected simplicity of his manners - his honest and
straightforwardturn of mind - and the unostentatioushospitality of Woodstock." Failing
health had causedhim in 1856 to leasethe mill and house to George who remainedthere
until his death in 1877. However,in 1858 he becameinsolventand the rcmaining eleven
yearsof the leaseof "thosewell-known premiseson the Huon River, the WoodstockFlour
and Saw Mills" currently rented tor f52 per annum were ottbred for auction. Luke Clarke,
who had married JaneClark, John Kellaway's grand-daughter
and John Clark's daughter,
becamethe miller until his deathat the age of 3l in 1866,althoughit is possiblethat he was
working for someoneelse:in 1862William Ratclif-tewas the lessee.John Wallis Kellaway
(John'sson) was the owner by 1862 and otten the occupier,althoughin 1875 Aaron Clark
from the WoodsideMill was the lessee."
Just when the mill ceasedworking has not been determined.However, one mill in the Huon
area was still in use in 1894,accordingto the Mills and ManufactudngReturns,and as the
other two are known to havestoppedit was probablyWoodstockwhich worked this late. Its
timbersand roof were lying on the groundwithin living memoly, but it is believedthat there
are now no remains.

7.4 H.ill's mill at Kermandie
In 1834 Patrick Reid, a dischargedsoldier,was granted100 acresat the KermandieRiver.
The block had a seriesof owners through the 1830s,and tiom 1835 was subject to a
mortgageby CorneliusDriscoll who in December1840 tried to sell "all thosc 1(X)acres
togetherwith the Mill or engine for sawing timber thereonabout to he erectedand huilt".
This sawmill appearson Frankland'sltt39 map,and decadeslaterwas said to havebeenhuilt
by J.B. Walter. In 1814 the property was sold to William Wilson of the Davey Street
Breweryand in May ltt45 it was ofteredtor let. Then in ltt48 Mrs A Wilson advertised:
(sic)
For Sale,with immediatepossession,
All that Sawmill,situateon the Kermandee
River,Huon,with an abundant
supplyof waterat all seasons;
the Mill is in excellent
workingorder,with sawscomplete....
Soonafterwardsthe mill was boughtby Hill and Britton, but the partnershipdid not last long
and in 1852the sawmill and the 100acreswere ownedsolelvbv RichardHill.''
Hill was born in Hobart in 1825and trainedas an engineerunderEasbyand Robertson.His
sawmill.50 feet [15m] by 30 feet [9m] and poweredby a compositeovershotwheel,was
located to the south-eastof the presentbridge over the Kermandie River on Whale Point
Road (approximatemap ref'erenceGeeveston959207-8)in the area called Honeywood"It
was locatedthereso that it was accessibleby boat but could also use the last of the rapidsas
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its sourceof water power. Over the next 50 years Hill turned his attentionto a variety of
businesses:
a pottery in the 1850sbeforethe large exodusof peopleto the Victorian gold
rushes;the growing of applesand pears:the cultivationof hops irrigatedfrom the mill race;
hotel-keeping(oneadjacentto the mill), and shipbuilding.Accordingto "ThroughTasmania"
in 1885 Hill had not originally intendedto use the mill but the demandtor timber with the
gold rusheshad causedhim to changehis mind, and thereaflertimber milling remainedthe
centralpart of his business.However,at somestagehe addeda tlour milling operationto the
samebuilding,and this was in about 1860accordingto the Mills and ManulacturingReturns.
(It is often written that he addeda sawmill to an existing f-lourmill, but the original sources
clearlydisprovethis.)"
It is also impossibleto say how long the llour mill operated.In 1885when the correspondent
from the TasmnnianMail visited, the flour mill was no longer used as "[a111the tlour [is]
brought trom other parts". It is probable that the extensionof the road from Franklin to
Geevestonin 1880 was instrumentalin this. In 1903 the WeeklvCourier reportedthat the
mill was then in ruins although "for a long time [it] was a picturesqucobiect by the
riverside".Kostoglouwas unablerecentlyto 11ndany remains.''

7.5 Other Huon mills
There were severalother mills in the Huon Valley about which little information has been
tound. According to the Huon and Derwent Timesof 17 December1936 one Page had a
flour mill at Ranelagh.GeoffreyStilwell whosegrandfatherThomasFrankcombeboughtthe
propertyin 1893rememberswaterraceson the propertybut knows nothingaboutthe mill.''
In 1860 the auction of property at GardenIsland Creek was advertiscd.The first lot of 500
acresboundedon the west by the creekhad severalbuildings alreadyerectedand "also partly
erecteda Saw and Flour Mill, 750 yardsmill race,part of which is tunnelledand strongly
slabbed."Lot 2 was:
The Water-wheel,
Machinery,
andI'lant...;the water-wheel
is 36 feet [1lml diameter
t-eet
wide,
with
pinions,
and 6
strongiron segments
and
extra strongjournals,
[2m]
brasses,
andpedestalstheiron-workalonecostf230.
No turther intormation has beenfound and as the machinerytor the mill was sold separately
it is likely that the flour mill was never completed.In 1875 Chesterman,Deardonand Co.
were beginningto erecta sawmill on the easternbank of the creekand the areawas described
as "almost uninhabited".A race of half a mile broughtwater to the mill and this may have
beenthe sameracecut fifleen yearsearlier.'u
In 1861 the Mercury carried an advertisementfor the auction of a steamflour mill at Welsh
Town, Port Cygnet:
fitted up with onepair of stones,dressingmachine,andthe usualgear,ten horsepower
engine,sawmill adjoining,with frameandcircularsawsandbenches,
publichousenow
occupied
by Mr Cohen,brewery,malthouseandsundrycottages....
Nothingt'urtheris known.''
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CHAPTER EIGHT
THE EAST COAST

8.1 Cranbrook
8.1..1Glen Gala
The story of milling on the East Coastbeginswith the arrival in Hobart Town on 17 March
1821 of the barqueEmerald, a ship that had been charteredby LieutenantGcorge Meredith
R.N., JosephArcher and T.G. Gregson.Meredithwas accompaniedby not only his second
wife and five children but also by his former tenantfarmer in Wales, Adam Amos, with his
brother John and their families. Following a recommendationtiom Lieutenant-Governor
Sorell who was anxious to toster settlementon the East Coast, Meredith and the Amos
brotherseachselectedland at Great Swanport,the tjrst settlersto do so.'
The Amos brotherswere Scotswhose father had leasedHeriot Mill Farm at Gala Water in
Scotlandfrom 1776 ro 1814. Atler the lease expired Adam joined George Meredith in
and then agreedto join him in going to Van Diemen'sLand. John Amos was
Pembrokeshire,
also invited and as he was a millwright he proved to be of great imponance to the new
settlement,although as he had little capital he was vulnerable to the machinationsof
claim John'sfirst grantof 400 acres.Both Amos men
Meredithwho managedto successfully
eventuallysettledon the Swan River, John having Cranbrookon the easternside of the river
and Adam Amos calling his 1000acreson the north-westernsideGlen Gala. In a letter Adam
wrote home in 1826he explainedthat his reasonfor choosingland so far trom HobartTown
of
when therewas plenty of closerland was that he did not want to live in the neighbourhood
partly
from
their
and
company
liking
their
not
partly
trom
ticket-of-leaveconvicts,
on the EastCoastwere'quitevulnerable
propensityto steal.In fact, however,the settlements
just
of their isolation.'
because
as well as to Aboriginalattacks
io bushrangers
Despitetheseditficulties Adam was able to establishhimself quickly. Soon after his arrival
he was appointedDistrict Constable,and it is in the diary in which he kept track of the
weekly movementof convictsthat thereis the first ret'erenceon 24 June 1823to his plan for
a mill:
who havebeenwith Mr Talbotlatelyarecometo me this day.
Sawyers
TheGovernment
me two monthssinceandI supose(sic)I shtluldnot had
with
Theyoughtto havebeen
(sic).
(sic)to sendthemto Town for punnishment
(sic)themnow if I hadnot tlnattened
They arecuttingstuff for a gristmill that I am Building.
A week later a tlood damagedthe partially completedheadrace.The mill seemsto have been
operationalby the end of 1823 and certainly before9 March 1824as on that date a party of
men arrived in searchof the Aborigines Mosquito and Black Jack who had killed a man
assignedto Meredith and had previouslythreatenedto burn Amos' corn. Wrote Amos:
'
They showedme the warrantsandthe orrlerfor provishions(sic) they had got an order
for 20 poundsFlour from Mrs MeredithwhichI am to give themfrom hir (sic)wheat- I
madethemGrindasthewatter(sic)will notdrivethe MiIl....'
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The wooden mill was built nearthe Glen Gala houseon the northernbank of the Swan River
to the north-eastof the bridge to Craigie Knowe (approximatemap referenccCranbrook
890488).A plan drawn by Henry Giflney in Decembershowsthe mill and race, the latter
coming from the river some two kilometres away (approximatemap ref-erenceCranbrook
894191).John Amos was the millwright and Adam's son James(aged 19 in 1823)became
the usual miller, although other men worked in the mill as wcll including an assignedman
Dunbarwho "had his handmuch hurtedby the wheelsof the Mill" in August 1824.In 1834
the Hobart TownAlmanacftreterredto "Mr. Jones'sMill" at Glen Gala; prcsumablyhe was
the lessee.The flour was sold to whalers and to other settlersin the area. with George
Meredith and GeorgeRaynerbeing major purchasers.'
Extractsfrom the diary of JamesAmos, son of Adam and by then the usualmiller, show that
by 1840 the mill was not going very well. There are severalreferencesin April to the "mill
going slow", probablya rellectionof the water supply as the dam was being repairedin May.
In Octobera new steelmill was installed,surelya sign that the watermill was not tunctioning
as well as it should. Finally in 1841 Jamesdecidedto build a new larger mill a little
downstream(see8.I.2). While this was beingbuilt he had to work at the old Glcn Gala mill.
In September1841hc wrote that he "lglot the old mill startedwith a good deal of trouble"
and thereseemto be worries that therewas outwardmovementof the toundationswhich led
to repairs for the water wheel being required"A note in May 1842 that he began to grind
"with both mills" indicatesthat there were two pairs of millstones.(This does not mean the
new mill as it was yet to have its toundationslaid.) The two sets of millstones were each
driven by a separatewheel, the original mill having been extended and the machinery
duplicated.The final ret-erence
comeson 17 April 1843when he startedthe mills. It doesnot
have
beenusedoncethe new mill cameinto operationin June.In I U58both Glen
appearto
Gala houseand the mill burnt down. Somestoneon the banksof the mill race may indicate
its location.t

8.1.2Gala
In 1840JamesAmos movedinto a houseon the westemside of the SwanRiver abouthalf a
kilometre south-westof Glen Gala and decidedto build a new bigger mill to replacethe
deterioratingGlen Gala mill. His diary tells the story. On 2 April 1841 bricklayersbeganto
make bricks and on 11 May he and his uncle John the millwright began levelling the
watercoursefor the new mill. The race appearsto have beena continuationof the Glen Gala
race.On l2 JuIy they went looking for and eventuallyfound the right sizedblue gum for the
water wheel shaft.Cutting this causeda problem as the saw stuck fast in the tree and had to
be lett there all night, then when this difficulty was solved they found their hullocks would
not draw the log homeand they had to sendthe sawyersto the treeto dig a pit and cut the log
where it was. On 15 January1842Jamesagreedwith probationerJamesMurt'ett and his son
that they would work 1orsix monthson building the mill for f35. On 20 May Murtett began
to lay the foundationsof the new mill. In Septemberthey were still working on the shatt tor
the water wheel, in Octoberthey had the pit wheel in and by the end ot-Novemberthe water
wheelwas ready.u
There now appearsto be a delay; perhapsordinary farm work had to take precedence,or
perhapsthe requiredmachinerywas slow in coming.On 5 April lU43 two setsof millstones
were landed, one pair of French burrs and one of grey stones.These were lifted into the
secclndtloor on 30 May, and on 2 Juneone of the Frenchstoneswas put into pclsition.John
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Amos worked at dressingthe Frenchstonesand fixing the hoopson them.Finally on26 June
1843the new mill was readyfor the water.The tollowing day, no doubt very trustratingly,
"[w]e all got the stonesbalancedand all things ready tor grinding, but the water did not
come." An alterationwas made and they were able to grind a little on the 28th but by 9
o'clock in the evening there was plenty of water and Jamescelebratedby grinding until 4
a.m. Jamescontinued to grind the next day and found he could grind at the rate of three
The sluiceat the old mill was litted
bushelsan hour "all day". The new mill was a success.
grind
It
not
was
until 18 Novemberthat the grey
f or severaldays"
and Jamescontinuedto
stoneswere ready to be used;Jamesfound they cut the bran too much hut wele good tor
"rations ffour". On 8 Decemberboth setsof stoneswere usedat the sametime: "I ground and
dressed60 bushels",wroteJamesin triumph.
The new mill was on Glen Gala land and the propertywas initially called The Mill, then Gala
Mill and finally just Gala.Jamescontinuedto be the miller until at least 1860,althoughone
Henry helpedin the mill and in June 1860groundlor the tlrst time and trom then on rapidly
becamethe usualmiller. This was almostcertainlyJames'son. who was accidentallykilled
in May 1862 aged 23. John Graham who had the big store in Swanscawas a regular
customer;in June 1854 he boughtten tons of f-lourat the good price of L26 a ton, while in
SeptemberI 860 Jamessenttwo cafisof flour and branto Graham'sstore.
By January 1864 James,presumablyfinding his health worsening,advertisedGala Mill
Estatetor lease,the mill being availablewith or without the estate.He died in July "of
Paralysis"at the age of 59 and in August the mill was let to William Bellchambers.In 1869
the executorsto the estateput the mill up for auction,including "a tlne tlour mill fitted with
machineryof the latest improvements,there is also a threshingmachinc with winnowing
machineattached;the whole is worked by water power." The estatedid not sell as it was
oflered tor saleagainin 1871and althoughit was boughtby J.W. King he was unable"as a
minor" to completethe saleand the estatewas eventuallysold to Bishop Lync who lived in
the housebut advertisedthe mill f or let. In I874 the mill was leasedby Daniel Dossetorwho
was also leasingRiversdaleand later operatedthe CommercialMill in Hobart (see8.3.1 and
2.15).LeonardHarriswas therein l877.In 1884the mill was beingrlrn by the son ol'John
Mail noted that:
Lyne, the owner, and the SpecialCorrespondentfor the Tasnutnictn
with the
...the machineryis of the flrst order,in good order. and the appliances,
is ample
There
frame,
etc.,
etc.
modern,
silk-dressing
smutter,
are
all
exceptionof the
Mr Lyne,
storagefor grainandflour, whichusefulcommodityI am givento understand
junr., is an adeptat producing.I haverecommended
him to get one of the Eureka
whichwill furtherimprovethequalityof his flour.
snrutters.
Lyne advertisedin the 1894-5Post OfficeDirectorybut it is not known when the mill finally
stopped worting. PrcsumablyMorey's steam mill in Swansea(see 8.3.2) would have
However, it appearsthat the Gala
provided too much competitionby the end of the cent_ury.
mill may havebeenusedtor stockteedinto the 1920s.'
Much of the brick and stonemill remainson the westembank of the Swan River acrossthe
driveway liom the house (map ret-erenceCranbrook 889485). During the 1929 tloods a
bridge further upstreamcollapsedand was swept onto the mill, taking away half ot- the
building" The remaining section of the mill that containedthe machinery is still standing.
reinforcedwith a concretebuttressadjacentto the enclosedwheel which remainsalthoughin
a derelict condition.The wooden pit wheel also remainsdespitebeing huried in silt as a
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result of regular tloods. Theseremainsmake this mill one of the nine most significant mills
in the state.
8.1.3The Grange
By 1836there were at leasttwo llour mills in the Swanseaarea,at Glen Gala and Mayfield,
and a third either built or soon to be built at Riversdale.However, these did not always
provide the necessaryf-lour as a letter written by Robert Makepeaceto the SurveyorGeneral'sDepartmentin 1837makesclear.
It's with the mostprofoundrespect,I begleaveto acquaintyou that the inhabitants
of
the Township and vicinity clf Swansea,Great Swanport. suffer a very great
inconvenience
in respectof not havinga requisiteConvenience
for Grindingthcir Grain
in dry seasons;
and that in consequence
of which many a tamily gr-rwithout Breadfbr
wholeWeekstogether.Therelbrewishingfor the welfareof myselfandfamily, andalsc-r
for the Communityat large.I begleaveto applyfor the Buyingof an Allotmentor two.
in thatTownship,
thatI mayerectthereona Windmill,andotherBuildings....
His requestwas refusedas the governmenthad decidednot to sell any more land theretor the
time being. But the problem did not go away. The Amos diariesmake clear that there were
many occasionswhen a lack of water preventedmilling, and people other than Makepeace
saw what was required.In the event it was FrancisCotton who made the necessarymoves to
supplya windmill.'
Cotton had arrivedin Van Diemen'sLand in 1828with his wite and tive children and atier
working as a buildertor six monthshe settledat Kelvedonsouthof Swansea.In 1837when
applying for a secondarygrant of land he included in his list of improvementsand capital
"100f (sic) remittedin a TreasuryBill per "Elphinstone"for the purchasecll the materialfor
a small windmill etc." Betorehe erectedthe windmill a seriousdroughtwas causingCotton
to sendhis wheat to HobartTown for grindingand he was very doubttul that the combined
weight of flour, middlingsand bran returnedto him was correct.Two turther bagsof-flour
senttiom HobartTown were not good enoughfor humanconsumptionso, wrote Cotton,"it
seemsalmosta public duty to erecta wind-mill." By this time he was the owner of another
property near Cranbrook.This propertyhad originally beengrantedto GeorgeMeredith and
JosephAllporl, and when they sold it to J.T. Gellibrandin 1835he calledit "Ncw Grange".
Under Cotton'sownershipthe propertycameto be calledsimply The Grange.Justwhen the
windmill was erectedthereis unknown;a windmill is listedin the Mills and Manutacturing
Returnslor GreatSwanportin 1846but as this is also the tlrst year when the watermillsare
shown it is quite possiblethat the windmill had been built earlier. It is likely that it was
erectedsoon atler Cotton receivedthe machinerytrom Englandabout 1838,and is said to
havebeenalreadytherewhen his son Henry moved to The Grangeto managethe property.'
The windmill was built on top of a small hill behindthe tirst house,which has since been
replacedby one higher up. It was thereforeon the hill to the west of the drive into the new
house (approximatemap reterenceCranbrook 892449).The mill is mentionedin Walch's
Almanac for 1865 and 1867, but accordingto Cotton by this time The Grange was only a
sheeprun as blight and other problemshad causedagricultureto fail. so it is likely that the
mill was no longerin use.When JohnCampbelland his brotherboughttho mill in 1883the
mill had not beenusedfor many yearsand William Campbellhad pulled it down by 1885.
Thereare no remains."'
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8.2 Falmouth
There was an attempt to build a mill turther north on the East Coast, when William Steel
beganthe work on his propertyThomsonville(now EnstonePark) at Falmouth.On 29 May
1833Steelwrote: "I am digginga Mill raceto carry on both a llour & sawingmill". By July
he had men splitting timber to build the mill and bakehouseand had engageda rnillwright. In
September1834he went to Hobart Town to collect the machineryhe had importedbut the
boat he was bringing it back on, the Jean,strandedon the bar at St George'sriver and both
Steel and the millwright, Dunn, were drowned. By that time the mill building would
probablyhavebeenbuilt but its subsequent
historyis unknown."

8.3 Swansea
8.3.1 Riversdale
While the Amos brothersselectedtheir land at Cranbrookfollowing their arrival in I 821,
George Meredith establishedhimself further south. He managedto rapidly acquire large
tractsof land.not alwayshonourably.His troublewith Talbot in which they hoth claimedthe
sameland is well known; following a sometimesbitter campaignMereditheventuallywon
and Talbot was forced to move to a grant at Fingal he called Malahide. Less well known is
Meredith's method of' acquiring the farm later called Riversdale,just north of Swansea.
According to the Land Commissionerswho visited in 1828, "Major Honner had located
the...farm flaterRiversdale],but beingin distressand dittlculties,and owing somemoney to
Mr G. Meredith, the debt was cancelledon his quitting the premises."It appearsthat
Honner's difficulties arosetrom damagedone to his crops by herds of cattle belongingto
were scathingof "Mr Meredith [who] undcrtakes
Meredith and Amos. The Commissioners
nothing",but he was ultimatelysuccessfulin rnanyenterpdses,
everythingand accomplishes
includingwhaling and shipbuilcling.''
Sometime in the 1830sMeredithorganisedthe building of a watermill at Riversdale,just to
the north of the house,with water brought from Browns Hole, a soak towards the Springs
about 3km away. Its date is problematicbut it is most unlikely to have beon built before
1836, as an accountbook kept by Adam Arnos shows meal and tlour being suppliedto
Meredithuntil at least 16 July in that year.The housewas built in 1838and it is prohablethe
mill was built aroundthe sametime. The mill seemsto havebeenbuilt by "Old Bull". almost
certainly William Bull, bricklayer,who was given a lite sentenceto New South Wales in
1818 and then, after twice attemptingto escape,anotherto MacquarieHarhour in 1822"In
182t1the commandantasked for Bull to be given a ticket-ot-leave"tiom his invariably
correct conduct,his substantialServicesin the Constructionof a Gaol, Lime Shed, new
Penitentiary,and other Masonryand Bricklayerswork". He was not then given his ticket, but
some time later he beganto work for GeorgeMeredith,designingand building Cambria,
RivcrsdaleHouse and Spring Vale. The millwright John Amos was employcdto build the
machineryof the new mill."
Little is known of the mill's operationsin its early years.In 1840JamesAmos, Adam's son,
wrote in his diary that "My uncleJohnand I went down to Tilley's mill to dressit"; this was
Riversdalebut it is unclearhow long Tilley was the miller. In 1812it is quite possihlethat he
became insolvent and was certainlv leaving as in March JamesAmo.s wrote: "I went to
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Riversdaleand saw all Tilley's wheatsold.Johnand I boughta small quantityin the old barn
for f25." GeorgeMeredith died in 1856 and the propertypassedto his son John. Bcrnard
Gallagherwas tenantof the mill in 1858,then for tive yearsWilliam Gibsonloasedit before
going to Hobart in 1864and building the City Mill, to be so well-knownas simply Gibson's
( s e e2 . 1 6 ) . ' o
In 1861 John Meredith attemptedto sell the almost 1I 000 acres of both Cambria and
Riversdaleby auction,the mill describedas having "two pairs of stones,dressingand smut
machines,hoistingtackle,lwith] threshingmachineattached...."However,therewas no sale.
of a salebut it was not until 1871 that
In April 1868 he made a preliminaryannouncement
both estateswere put up for sale by tender.The f-lourmill had its machinerycomplete and
was let for f50 a year. Riversdalewas bought by Albert Lyne and the following year he
advertisedthe mill for leaseat a low rental; in 1814the miller was Daniel Dossetor,later of
the CommercialMill, Hobart (sec2.15).Lyne attemptedto sell Riversdalein 1811but most
of the propertyremainedin his tamily until 1965.''

From 1880JohnKeef'er,oneof manyGermansettlersin thearea,leasedthemill. In October
andwenton:
Mail reportedthatKeeferleased600acresof Riversdale,
1884theTasmnnian
Thereis a mill here,alsoleasedby the German,wherehe grindsthe grainhe raises.He
disposesof much of his flour in the shapeof breadto the good fi-rlkon Swansea
township,andto the menat work on the CampbellTown roadandotherlocal contracts.
It is not possibleto saymuchof the mill; a red brick buildingthat hasfor ntanyyears
tcltumbledown.
beenthreatening
Accordingto materialin the GlamorganHistory Room Keefercontinuedas miller until 1890,
about which time the mill f'ell into disuse.Much of the dressingequipmcntwas sold to
William Morey for his steammill in Swansea(see8,3.2)andthe building was thereafterused
mainly for storage,althoughafter Gordon and Ruth Amos bought the mill and some land at
Riversdalein 1953 it was usedfor brewing cider and home-madewine. For a tew yearsin
the 1990sit was usedas a caf-e.'u
Although it was "threateningto tumble down" in 1884 much of the two-storeybrick and
timber mill on stone rubble foundationsstill survives (on the westem side of the Tasman
Highway<nap referenceCranbrook818421),but the perimetcrwalls have beenextensively
rebuilt and the overall dimensionsaltered.A sectionof the northernend of the mill collapsed
during a very wet seasonsometime in the 1930s,and further damagewas sustainedwhen a
owners
large pine tree tell on it about 1960(?).However,considerablework by subsequent
has madethe rest of the structuresecure,althoughwithin the last tew yearstherehas beenan
unfortunateaddition of a lean-toat the back. What makesthis mill of particularsigniticance
is the retentionof the beautitully made,compactwooden gearinginside, built tcl last by that
expert millwright, John Amos. The breastshotwater wheel is also in place. although it is
obviously a late nineteenthor early twentieth century replacement,being ot' quite flimsy
construction.Theseaspectsmake this mill one of the llve most importantmills rcmaining in
Tasmania.''

8.3.2SwanseaSteam Mill
Once the Riversdalemill closeddown therewas an openingin the district for a new mill and
William Morey, son of Abraham who had been at Ravensdale(see 8.6), took up the
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challenge.He had been born in Englandin 1836 and may indeedhave been the miller at
Ravensdale.
In 1884 he had built a bark mill in Swanseato replacea mobile mill which he
had previouslyused.and in 1898he decidedto add flour milling to the enterprise.He tlrstly
bought some of the machineryhe requiredtrom Lyne at Riversdale,paying f 165. He was
able to obtain an oat bruisingmachinefrom Rheban(see8.7), and evidentlythe millstones
came from Ravensdaleas "the things belongingto the mill stones"were brought trom there.
Other milling requisiteswere orderedlrom Otto Schumacherin Melbourne. In March with
the help of Walter Glover and J. Quin, Morey beganto erect an extensionto the corrugated
iron bark-mill building. In May and again June a caseof machineryarrived for him on the
Surprise,but his plan to hire a millwright from Schumacherto help get the mill working was
thwarted.A draft letter to Schumacherdated28 June 1898 survivesand not only gives the
reasonfor his frustrationbut also infolrns as to the progresson the mill:
Yours of the 23"0to hand.All that I wantis lbr a man to put the mill togetherand put
machineryin its place,andto giveit a start.I think a mancoulddo the wholeof it in a
fortnight.Thebuildingis very nearlyfinishedthereis aboutonehalf of the fktt-rrstcllay.
your letterwantingf I 30 to erect
Elevatorsvery nearlyin position.I do not understand
cameandwassuppliedby you.
the mill andput samein workingorder,wheneverything
And asto farmersandothersto assistin puttingmill in workingorderI only requireone
he mayrequireandfind all ntaterialsuchas
millwright.I cangivehim all the assistance
exceptingthe
tinber nailsscrewsetc and as to the millstonesI haveall the appliances
pulleyto drivethe stone.Haveyou sentall the machinery
thatwasordered,for it would
not be anyuseto sendinga manuntil all the stutf s here.I havenot receivedthe Pulley
or themainshaftandlikewisethePulleyto drivethestonesasyou hadthedimensions.
He evidentlyreceivedno satistactionas in the eventhe employedMr Bean.almostcertainly
RobertBean who had beena miller at Miltord, near Llewellyn, and had later built a steam
mill at Fingal (see10.5& rc.1.2).Beanwas working at the Swanseamill by 25 July and on
l8 August the mill groundt'lour for the tirst time. The mill was called the SwanseaRoller
Flour Mill and a No.127 CorneliusInternalRoller Mill is still on the plemises.so it is likely
that this was used for the tjrst trial. However, the millstonesMorey mentionedwere also
used,Bean settingthem to work on 26 August.It was to be anotherthreeweekshefore Bean
was t-inished,so he had taken rather longer than the tortnight that Morey had estimated,but
then he may not have beena practisedmillwright. The type of engineusedinitially tor the
mill is not known, but in 1911Frank Morey boughtan 8-horsepower Marshallenginetiom
P. Mitchelmore."
Initially the mill appearsto havebeenquite successtul.The TosmanianMail in 1903rcported
that agriculturein the areahad been hinderedbecauseof the ditficulty of getting produceto
market but that it was becomingprominentagain since the Wurrentinowas making weekly
trips. The mill diary lor 1904 showsthat Morey, togetherwith his son Frank. were ofien at
work in the mill and much wheat was boughtlocally as well as fiom Webstersin Hobart and
Afflecks in Launceston.There are referencesto working the mill at night in 1908, but this
may simply have been a matter of tinding the necessarylabour rather than indicating an
to grindingwheatare quite few and by around 1915the
ultra-busymill. By 1910references
flour mill seemsto have stoppedworking. A later resident describedthe flour as most
unpalatable,but the main problem was surely that the day of the small local mill was over,
particularlyin an areawheremuch lesswheatwas being grown than previously"''
The bark mill continuedin use until 1960 with the Cornelius Rollers being used tor stock
teed. In 1981it was restoredto a workins museum.with the tlour mill sectionclosestto the
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TasmanHighway being convertedto a tea room. All that is letl of the originally three-storey
On displayin the bark rnill are several
building are the beamsand studs,and the f-loorboards"
piecesof flour milling machinery,including the Corneliusrollers, some small and large
elevators,two monolithic millstonesof basalt (bluestone)and a Victor Horizontal Bran
Duster made by Schumacher.Thc mill is iust to the north of where the highway intersects
with Shaw Street.'o

8.4 Mayfield
LieutenantThomas Buxton, a cousin of T.F. Buxton who was a later Govemor of South
Australia, arrived in Van Diemen'sLand with his wif'e and family aboardthe We,stmorelancl
in 182I. He had been engagedto manage(old) Belmont at Swanportfor two years for
William Talbot, and his time there was somewhattraumatic as Talhot became locked in
disputewith GeorgeMeredith (see8.3.1) as to the ownershipot the land. In 1823 Buxton
received a location order tor 500 acres and selectedhis land further south, calling his
propertyMayfield, the nameof his lather'shousein Derby. In 1826he was almostruinedby
but in 1828 he was a divisionalconstableand in 1829 a
the depredationsof bushrangers,
poundkeeper.Legendhasit that it was the excellentdinner he gaveto the visiting LieutenantGovemorArthur which inducedthe latterto granthim another780 acresin l82tl.''
By 1833he was doing well enoughto resignas divisionalconstableand soon atlerwardshe
must have begunto build a watermill on the bank of what is now known as Buxton River,
with a race coming down close to the river tor most of its length.The mill was erectedin
1836as indicatedby the inscription"T.B. 1836" over the mill door. Its buildcr is unknown,
but the millwright could well have beenJohn Amos lrom Cranbrook(sec 8.1 and tt.3.l).
Evidently the water supply was not reliableand grinding was not alwayspossible.In 1839
JamesRadcliff of Lisdillon (see 8.5) took Buxton to court on the grounds that he had
lloods had depositedso much rubbishon someof
dammedup the river and as a consequence
The court found for Radclilf, and
Radclift-salluvial soil that it had deteriorated
considerably.
He
made
his 1-eelings
known in a May
was
Buxton's subsequentappeal
unsuccessful.
advertisement:
Buxtonreturnshis mostgratefulthanksto the settlersof SwanPointandSpring
Thclmas
of a
Bay, lor their customduringthe time his mill was at work, but in consequence
verdictgiven againsthim in the SupremeCourt...andthe tollowing noticeftom Mr
JamesRadcliff...l beg to inform you that,fbr sometime, my mill will nt-rtbe ableto
grind,until I cansubstitute
someotherpowerto work it, whenI shallbe mostgrateful
for yourpatronage.
Sir Copyof Mr JamesRadcliffs Notice.SwanPort,April 2, 1839to ThomasBuxtc-ln.
to your mill, andremovcthe
I haveto requestyou will closeup thepresentwaterc'ourse
to theproperchannel....
dam*,thatthecreekmayberestored
*Thereis no damacrossthecreek;thatwasprovedon theTrial,by MessrsWatson.Lord
andFurlong- T.B.
Somehowthe affair was sortedout as Buxton was grinding again in 1840,although the two
in 1841when Buxton accusedRadclitf of manipulating
neighbourswere againat loggerheads
give
the lattermoreland thanhe was entitledto.:2
the boundaryline betweenthem to

119

Nothing is known of the mill's historyover the next twenty years,but as the only maior mill
in the district betweenRavensdaleand Swanseait presumablyhad a regularclienteleat least
in its early years.In March 1864,just beforethe deathof his wife. Buxton advertisedthe
estatefor lease.The buildingsincluded"a water corn mill and machinery.2 pair of 4 f-eet
French burr mill stones,drcssingmachine,and sack tackle,etc., etc." The lollowing year
Buxton died in Hobart at the age of l6 andin 1866the estatewas auctionedby the trusteesto
Buxton's will. The buyer tor f2500 was John Mitchell of Lisdillon (see ti.5).His wite
Catherine,writing to relatives,explainedthat their motive was that they did not want anyone
disagreeableto become a neighbour.However, Mitchell was somewhattentative about
bidding, offering to give up all right of purchasein favour of Buxton's eldestson, but the
latter requestedMitchell to bid. "I felt for him," wrote Mitchell, "as he was very anxious to
becomethe proprietorof his old homebut he had not sutflcientmeansor secudtyto give for
the payment."tt
Mitchell set about getting the mill to work again,althoughaccordingto Catherine,"there is
not enoughwork near here to keep so good a mill at work." It had evidentlynot beenused
for sometime as the mill race had completelygone to decay,and Mitchell cut a new section
of 91 metresby blastingthroughrock. A descriptionof the upperpart of the racewas given
in 1tt84:
Buxton'sRivulet,somedistanceback,hasa permanent
dam constructed
acrossit in a
rockydefile,from whencethewateris carriedin 2 x I flumes,with a fall ctflVzinchestr-r
the chain [1:530].Theyaresecurelyboltedto the sideof a cliff ft-lraboutfive chains,
whencethe wateris carriedthrougha cutting,whic-h.at the deepest.is 9 l'eet12.1m)
From the lTth c-hain
deep.This work costa lot ol-labour.anddynamiteto excavate.
half
onwardtheraceis 2 feetx I fbot[610x 305mm]tbr a mile anda
[2.4kmlto a point
wherethefall is 42 feet[2.8m] vertical.
In November 186l a staft was made on a new wheel, the workman involved bcing very
proud when it was tlnishedthe following May. The water was too low to start the mill just
then, but on the 13 JuneMitchell was able to write that "the wheel was doing capitallyand
was capableof driving much more machinery.It hasbeena greatexpenseand is not likely to
be attendedwith much protit, but it is a great convenience."The miller was the English
immigrant Horrel who was moved over trom the horse-drivenmill at Lisdillon (see 8.5).
Mitchell eventuallvbuilt him a cornse nearthe mill to Horrel'sdesisn."
Thc mill continued,o*ork tor *unu vears.In 1875Kate Mitchell wrote that "...old Horrel
is husy in the mill as usual - his presentwork is grinding & dressingtlour & doing
carpenteringwork for the new cottages.. .." Both Mitchell and Horrel died in l ttttI , the
miller's name is commemoratedin Horrels Point, the headlandon the northern side of
Buxton River. Mitchell's sonEdwin who had comeback fiom New SouthWalesto take over
Maytield (Mitchell's other son Mark was given Lisdillon) employeda new miller, William
Ackerley, who was in residenceuntil at least 1883 but he then also died. When
for a new miller failed to attracta satistactoryresponse,the mill was allowed
advertisements
to fall idle. When the SpecialCorrespondentfor the Mercln\) visited in October 1884 the
water racehigher up was aboutto be usedto power a turbine tor a sawmill, but the tlour mill
had not beenused"fbr a few years"as therewas not enoughgrain to keep it going, although
suggestedthat grindingbark might be possible"This almostcertainlydid
the correspondent
not happen.'''
J J
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The solidly-built brick mill still exists on the northernside of the Buxton River and to the
east of the Tasman Highway (map ref-erenceMaytield 829206) and the mill race can be
tracedtrom a naturaldam high in the hills. Horrel's cottage,Hollybush,is nearbyand two of
the millstones are in the vicinity. Of more significanceis the tact that this is the last
remaining example of a country mill where the stoneswere arrangedin a line and driven
tiom a layshaft and rim gearing trom the water wheel. Much of the gear drive remainsin
situ, althoughthe wheel has collapscd.Its age plus the remnantsof the wheel and machinery
puts this mill in the top sevenof the most signitlcantin the state.26

8.5 Lisdillon and Rockv Hills
The only referencesto milling at Lisdillon come tiom the reminiscenccsof two
grandchildrenof John Mitchell who in 1852 had boughtLisdillon liom JamcsRadclitf, its
original granteeand owner of Rheban(see 8.7). When reterring to Horrel, the miller of
Mayfield, SarahMitchell wrote rn 1911:"He had had chargeof the llour mill chatf cutting
Horseworksat Lisdillon." Kate Alice Rodd (Mitchell) gavemore detail:"The wheatand oats
were ground to tlour and meal by a grinder drawn round and round by lour horses."This
would presumablyhavebeensomewherein proximity to the house,and would prohablyhave
worked trom soon atier Mitchell bought the property until 1868 when hc had bought the
nearbyMayfield mill anclrepairedit (see8.4)."
SarahMitchell was also able to put the record straightabout the "Rocky Hills treadmill".
This treadmill,now at the QueenVictoria Museum& Art Gallery,is usuallythoughtto have
belongedto the Rocky Hills probationstationjust a little turther north. However, Sarah
wrote that it came lrom Trehawke, a part of Lisdillon rented to a Mr Minchel. She
rememberedseeinga horsein the treadmill:"It was a very hot day and worked hard. They
threshedthe corn and cut the chatf with the Treadmill." In other words it was not a llour
mill. Following the drowning of Minchel and then the deathof his wite, "her things were
sold and Jenningsboughtthe Treadmill- and they let peoplethink it was a prison-treadmillIt was taken up to Rocky Hills" - where Jenningslived as one of the pcnsionerswho
occupiedthe station.."

8.6 Ravensdalemill
Furthersouthon the coastthe water supplywas not reliableenoughto allow the building of
watermills,and it is here where the colony's horsemills were built. In 1841 the Mills and
Manufacturing Returns list two horse mills at Spring Bay and one of these was at
Ravensdale.
This propertyhad beenowned tirstly by LieutenantJohn Hawkins and then by
JamesHobbs. In 1846 Hobbs was declaredbankruptand Ravensdalewas sold to William
Noyes,Police Magistrate.It would theretoreseemthat it was Noyes who installedthe mill as
soon as he cameto live there.It is quite possiblethat this utiliseda horsewheel, where the
horsewalks below a high level gearwheel.It is not known if he usedthe mill simply to grind
wheat for the estate.but it is likely that he ground for his neighboursas well as therewas no
othermill for somedistancein eitherdirection.Noyeswas listedas the operatorin 1853and
1855 but at some stagesoon atterwardsit was sold. In 1861 the 3305 acre estate,"well
.

Thanks to Judith Hastie who brought the rue story of the 'Rocky Hills treadmill" to our attent.ion.
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known as formerly the propertyof W.T. Noyes", was offered tor saleby the new proprietors
who were dissolving partnershipand thcy mentioned that the improvementsincluded a
dwelling houseand flour mill. The propertywas boughtby AbrahamMorey.'n
Morey had arrived in Launcestonwith his young tamily in 1812and had spenttime farming
in the Evandalearea. On taking up his new farm at Ravensdalehe bought a book to keep
track of his accountsand one of the earliest.entriesis "Moving the Mill". Unlortunately he
does not say where either the old mill had been or the new one was locatcd.Whercasit is
possiblethat Noyes usedthe mill simply for grinding tlour tor himself Morey certainlyran
his as a business,grinding wheat for many of his neighboursincluding Mr Radtord,John
Cotton and GeorgeChaffey.However,Morey was not particularlysuccessfulas in 1871the
estatewas offered for auction on the instructionsof the mortgagee.Lot I contained 1280
acres and the Ravensdalehomesteadalong with "a large wooden barn huilt on a stone
foundation,capableof holding 700 bushelsof grain in the straw [and] a 4-horsepower tlour
mill with dressingmachinein goodworking order".The milling entriesin Morey's book stop
about this time. When the SpecialCorrespondenttor LheMercut\ went through the area in
September1884Morey had retiredto a part of the estatewhich he called Mt Muray, while
housewas in the handsof E. Cassels.'n
the Ravensdale
It is supposedthat Castlescontinuedto use the mill as it continuesto be listed in thc Mills
and ManutacturingReturnsuntil 1885,and occasionallyatler that as well. By coincidence,
on the very sameday that thc Correspondent'sarticle, "Through Tasmania"appeared,so too
tor the sale of Ravensdale,
now 5000 acresand containinga "Large
did an advertisement
StoneMill, stronglybuilt, with machinery,complete."The propertywas evidentlyboughtby
Casselsat this time.''
It is likely that the Ravensdalemillstoneswere later used in the Swanseamill built by
Morey's son. One entry in a 1ti98book mentionsthat threeof the men went "to Ravensdale
for things belonging to mill stones",presumablythe stone spindle, leed shoe and grain
hopper,and possiblythe stonedressingtools. There are small monolithic millstonesat the
SwanseaBark Mill wherethe llour mill was,and thesewould havetittcd a horsemill well. If
they are trom Ravensdalethey are the only known remainsof this mill. The location of the
mill has not beendeterminedalthoughit is likelv that it was in the vicinitv of the houseand
the othertarm buildinss."

8.7 Rheban mill
The propertyof Rheban,originally called Annaroe,at the Sandspitwas bought by Richard
Radclitf after the deathof its tirst owner,ThomasO'Donahoo.When Richarddied in 1839
Annaroepassedto his brotherJamesRadcliff who renamedit Rhebanatler his wife's home
in Irelandand evidentlybuilt the horsemill, which is mentionedtor the first time in the Mills
and ManufacturingReturnsin 1847. Following the disappearance
of Radcliff in England in
1856 Rhebanpassedto his son Hamilton, but even before then the property was usually
leased.StephenGrueber,later of the BatteryPoint mill (see2.14), came trom Bucklandin
1852and took a I4-year leasebut he was besetby a seriesof difliculties. Firstly the steamers
went olf the coast run and there was no regular accessto market; then fluke decimatedthe
flocks and finally his cerealcrops were afllicted by a diseasehe callcd "Tako all" so that he
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could grow only peasand beans.It would seem,therefore,that the mill was not being u.sedat
the end of the fifties. Having lost moneyeveryyearGruebergaveup the leasein 1861."
It is quite probable,however,that the mill came back into operationwhen the growing of
cerealsresumed.A replacementlesseef or F'rancisBomtord was being soughtin 1870; the
for the estateof 5380 acresmentionedthe "Granaryand Flour Mill, 100by 30
advertisement
feet,of cut blue stone,in good order".FrankGill leasedthe estatein the 1870s,and although
he tried to sell the four years' unexpiredleasein lSll, H.H. Gill was still in occupationin
was a lessee,
1880when it was put up tbr auction.In the 1880sone Stapleton(a neighbour'?)
partnership
later
to huy the property.
with Michael Bresnehanwho was
first aloneand then in
The Mills and ManutacturingReturnsmention two horse mills operationalin Spring Bay
until 1885,after which they work only sporadicallyinto the 1890s.Bresnehanis said to have
senthis wheatto Gibson'sMill in Hobartratherthan grind it himselt-."
Rhebanis most unusualfor a small country mill-indeed any mill in Tasmania-in that it
had a drying floor for grain equippedwith an oven and tlue. This was presumablyused for
the productionof oatmeal,as in August 1898when the new Swanseallour mill was beingset
up (see 8.3.2) Morey sent a man to Rhebanto pick up the "oat machine- bruising". The
horseworks rcmainedon site until the 1930swhen they were sold for scrap.then in 1936the
propertywas takenover by the Gray brothers,Jackand Eric."
The mill is between RhebanRoad and the driveway leading to the house (map rcterence
Sandspit762798),at the northernend of a long building.The stonewalls are still in excellent
conditionbut someof the interior woodwork has gone along with part of the chimney,and
the shingledroof has beenreplacedwith iron. The scllid38-inch millstonesof basalt(blue
(see8.3.2),arein the garden,and nearthemill is one of the large
stone)similarto Swansea's
sandstoneblocks usedas a base1or the horseworks.A squarehole on thc northernside of the
centralroom with a t-latsectiono1 groundindicatesthe positionof the horseworks.There are
still some pertoratedcast iron tiles remaining on the drying tloor in the westem room,
probably the only surviving examplesin the stateand certainly the only ones in sitr"r.Their
signiticance.
continuedexistencehelpsto makethis site of considerable

8.8 Buckland mill
Almost nothing is known of the history of the mill at Woodsden.The property was settledin
1824 by ThomasCruttenden,who namedit atler his home town in Kent. The mill which
used a horse works was built just behind the house,presumablyby 1842 when F.(sic)
Cruttendenwas the successfultendererfor flour for the ProssersPlains probationstation.At
that stagethe track to the EastCoastwent throughthe propefty,which would have helpedthe
mill. Atler Cruttenden'sdeathin November1883,aged 83, Woodsdenpassedto the Mace
family (Thomas' sister Caroline had married Henry Mace). Descendantsstill own the
property.'u
The mill was only small, with the horse outsideturning the works. It still remains(map
referenceOrford 602837),althoughwith some alterationsdating trom about 1950 when it
was convertedto a garage.A small dresserand the wheel usedto hoist sacksare still on an
upperplatform,but the shingleroof was replacedby an iron roof about 1994"Somegearing
and two millstones (burrs) are in a nearby paddock.As one of only two mills using horse
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works remaining(the other being Rheban),and with somepartsof the machineryextant,this
site is of somesisnificance."

8.9 Maria Island
8.9.1.Darlington mill
Maria Island was used as a convict stationfor two separateperiods.During the tirst period
tiom 1825 to 1832it was used,accordingto Arthur, tor convicts"whose crimes are not so
tlagrant a nature as to induce the Magistratesto sentencethem to Macquade Harbour". At
this time various industrieswere set up, such as blacksmithing,weaving, shoe-making,
quarrying stoneand brick and pottery making. A little land was set aside for cultivation. In
1827 a tulling mill was erectedwith a water wheel driving the hammers,thc water being
strpplied through a race lrom a rcseruoir upstream.The race was cut in 1826 and the
Commandant,Major ThomasLord, wrote that he intendedits water to turn "a small cornmill also". Nothingfurtheris known of this mill. Brand speculated
that it would havebeenin
the tactory complexwhich housedall the cloth-making,but it has not beenascenainedthat
the mill was ever built."
In 1842, ten years after the closure of the first penal station, it was determinedto use the
islandagainas a receptaclefor convicts.It was to be one of the new probationstations,set up
following the abandonmentof the assignmentsystem.This time it was to be primarily an
agriculturalsettlementwith the prisonersmainly employedin clearing and cultivating the
land. By the middle of 1844therewere 135 acresin cultivationand by 1847this had dsen to
363 acres,of which 30t) were for wheat.It is thereforenot surprisingthat it was decidedto
erecttwo windmills,with the supervisingmillwright beingJohnElliott, possiblya relationof
the William Elliott who at that time was the miller at Windermere(see9.4). ComptrollerGeneralChampreportedin April 1845that the windmill at Darlingtonwas being erectedby
the convicts"and the wheat grown will, tor the tuture, be ground on the spot and cost of
transportationavoidedthat has hitherto beenincurred", By August the mill was tinished and
the following yearLa Trobepronouncedit a good one."
The wocldenpost mill with brick roundhouseof small diameterwas br.riltat the northernend
of the island, well exposedto the wind on a high promontory,with a nearby two-roomed
The convictmiller
miller's cottage(approximate1:100000 map rctercnceNugent880t156).
"comlortable
quarterr", zs La Trcbe called them, bul they
would have appreciatedhis own
were necessaryso that he could bring the mill into operationas soon as there was enough
wind. It is presumedthat the mill continuedto be useduntil 1850when the probationstation
The dilapidatedmill had lost its sailsby the time it was the subiectof several
was abandoned.
photographsaround the turn of the century. The building then gradually disappeared,
althoughIan Brand was told that a sectionof the brick work was still in existencein the mid1960s.However, still visible is the stonepaved track 20m in diameterwhich marked the
turning circle of the tail pole, alongwith the lour stoneblockswhich formed the toundations
for the trestleof the post mill. As theseare the only rcmainsof a post mill in the state,this
significance.''
site with its miller's cottage1sof considerable
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8.9.2Long Point (Point Leseur)
The second windmill on the island was built at Long Point (now Point Leseur). The
probationstationthereappearsto have beenopenedin 1845,the sameyear the decisionto
build a mill therewas taken.but it evidentlyhad to wait for the Darlingtonmill to be built as
the samemillwright, Elliott, was usedtor both. In August 1846 the site had still not becn
finalised, with Elliott suggestinga difterent site tl'om that originally chosen. The
Superintendent
askedtor clarillcation,sayingthat he had previouslyreceivedinstructions:
thattheMill wasto be erectedon theHill on whichthe Old Hospitalstandsandat which
placethe largeBarn is to bc plac:ed.
I bcg respectfullythat the lattersite is the most
is fit for
eligibleandwill be a mostcentralspotasthewholeof thelandaroundthatspr-lt
cultivationandin fact.is now beingcleared.
was lollowed as the mill was built closeto
recommendation
Evidently the Superintendent's
the barn.Constructionwas slow, hamperedby the non-arrivalof equipment,althoughChamp
reportedin Octoberthat the "whole of the Mechanicsclnthe Stationlwerel employedon the
Mill". It was finally recordedas complctedin November1817.o'
The rnill was built on an exposedsmall hill close to the sea on the northernside of Long
Point and some distanceto the west of the solitary cells (approximatel:l(X) (X)0 map
refcrenceNugent 835761).When La Trobe visitedin 1846hc reportedthat therewcre 115
acresunderwheat,althoughthe crop was thin and not nearlyas good as at Dallington where
the wheatproducedtully four bushelsmore to the acre.The stationat Long Point went in for
livestockin a maior way and it is possiblethat the lower yieldsfor wheatled to the windmill
going out of Llseevenbeforethe stationwas tlnally closeddown, evidentlyin early I t150."
Masonrytragmentscan be tound amongstthe long grassand the rcctangularstonetoundation
blocks of the post mill trestleremain in situ. As the latter are closertogethorthan thoseat
Darlington (at 2.5m apafi) Ian Brand speculatedthat this mill might have been smaller.
However,it appearsto be havebeenthe samesort of mill with a brick roundhouse.Nothing
turther is known and it can only be presumedthat the mill graduallydisintegratcdin the
strongwinds of the area.A map of the islandtrom the Bcrnacchiera of the l tttt0sshowsthe
Darlingtonwindmill but nothingat Long Point."

8.10 Tasman Peninsula
8.10.1Port Arthur mills
It was some sevenyearsatter its establishmentthat the penal settlementat Port Arthur was
first mentionedas a possiblesite for a tlour mill. Deputy AssistantCommissaryGeneral
Darling proposedin 1838that wheat shouldbe grown on the Peninsulato f'eedthe convicts
and he was supportedby the Commandant,CharlesO'Hara Booth, who suggestedl"hat"by
of Tread Mills it could be ground into Flour""' At the time the proposal
the establishment
cameto nothing.However,the tollowing yeartherewas a crisiswhen the price of wheatwas
temporarilyso high due to a severeshortagein New SouthWales that the governmentfound
dittlculty in obtaining enough wheat to provide rations. Robefis, Darling's successor,
t

Unless otherwisespecitied,all quotationsare as transcribedby Ian Brand, althoughthe original documettts
are cited in the endnotes.
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suggestedthat the governmentshould advertisethat it would buy wheat at sevenshillings a
busheluntil it had two years' supply,but the storagecapacityat Hobart Town. Launceston
and Port Arthur was inadequate.He thereforerecommendedimprovementsto the storesat
both Launcestonand Hobart Town and the building of a new storeat Port Arthur capahleof
holding two years' supplyof wheat."For want of storeroom lor wheat,"he declared,"I am
sure the British Government have lost, since my arrival in these colonies, about thirty
thousandpounds",the reasonbeingthat it had to pay the ruling price which in 1839was ten
shillingsand more.His recommendation,
however,went further:the storeshouldbe part of a
watermill.oo
His chief reasonfor suggestingthe mill was the savingsto be made in transportcosts:
freighting wheat to Hobart Town for grinding and then conveying the tlour to Port Arthur
could cost as much as one shilling and sixpenceper bushcl,and this was on top of the cost of
grinding. Taking all running expensesinto account,he predicteda savingtor the government
of over f 1500per year, and with the mill estimatedto cost f800 its building costscould be
recoupedin the first six monthsof grinding. As well. the settlersat Pittwaterwould not risk
losingtheir vesselsladenwith wheat(somethingwhich had occurredon severaloccasionsin
the precedingyear) becausethe route to the peninsulawas shelteredalmost all the way,
unlike the trip to Hobart Town. Moreover, the mill would be able to grind for all the penal
stationsaccessibleby seaand so not only enhancethe financialpositionof the government
but also improve the quality of the flour, as contractorstiequently replacedthe best f-lour
with sharps(the offbl from the grinding).0'
Lieutenant-GoverlorFranklin,not surprisinglyswayedby the amountof money that could
be saved,called tor further comments.CommandantBooth approved,althoughhe thought
one year's supply of wheata more appropriateplan due to problemswith both securltyand
weevils.However,he did voice his doubtsthat the mill could be proceededwith quickly in
view of other building works then taking place.His suggestionof a 20 feet [6m] overshot
wheel was takenup by the Commanderof the Royal Engineers,CaptainRoger Kelsall,who
askedhis civilian Acting Foremanof Works at Port Arthur, William Cafte, to preparea plan,
report on thc site of the dam and mill, and statewhethertherewas enoughwater to operatea
mill. In view of the mill's laterhistorythis questionwould seemto be the critical one,so it is
interestingto find Carte statingthat "a sufficientsupply of water would scarcelybe lound
throughoutthe summermonths".However,he felt that this diftlculty could be overcomeby
tirstly, a larger 24 feet U .2ml watcr wheel and secondly,a trcadwheelwhich could operate
the machinerywhen the water was low. He recommended
that therebe threepairs of stones
rather than the two proposedby Kelsall so that two pairs could always be at work, and
answeredthe latter's questionabout which building materialwas preterableby suggesting
stoneor brick. Not only would the building be more secureagainsttlre, he thought,but this
materialwas easierto obtainthanwood.Perhapsloreseeinglatercomplaints,he went on:
This building [in his plan] may be deemedtoo large fbr the purposerequired,but a
portionof the room will be appropriated
tbr housingthe flour therebeing
considerable
only room for abc-rut
3 monthsin the presentCommissariat
stc-lre.
With the exception of the size of the wheel. Carte's ideas were to intluence all the later
plannersof the building and his impactshouldperhapsbe more widely known"However,all
of the propseddesignswould havebeenunworkableat the selectedsite.'n
Carte sent his plan to Kelsall in October 1839 but it was January1843beforework on the
mill actually began.Much of the delay was causedby Booth, who wanted the military
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barracksand the new barracksf or the boys at Point Puer completedllrst. In January t tt41 he
pointedto a lack of stonemasons
as the problem;in Junehe said he had not hcen given tho
authority to proceed.In April 1842 he was instructedby the Colonial Secretaryto staft at
once but it was still anothereight months before work began.Part of the delay can also be
laid at the door of Kelsall who was not at all in favour of including the treadwheelas he did
not "recommendthat wheatbe groundby convictlabour",but was eventuallyforcedto deter
to Booth who felt that this "descriptionof labour [was] at times much required". Kelsall had
then to prepare new estimates.However, the main problem appearsto he the dittlcult
relations between the Royal Engineers, the Lieutenant-Govefflor and the Convict
Department,eachwith their own view of how the systemshould operate.Whereasthe Royal
Engineerslooked for the most efficient way of operating,people like Booth insistedthat
punishmentof convicts should have the highestpriority, even when this led to necessary
workmen being removedfiom building projects.It was to be a major problem during thc
constructionof the mill."
Through all the delays the ottlcers of the Commissariat were becoming increasingly
In 1839the populationof the peninsulahadbeen 1600;by February1842with the
desperate.
of the new probationsystemthis numberhad almostdouhledto nearly 3000
establishment
and by the end of that year it was up to 4000. It was not only the mill that was requiredbut
also the granaryto hold the requiredsupplies.Following an appealin November 1812by the
Assistant Commissary General Mclean to the Colonial Secretary. asking for "His
Excellency'spowerfulsupport",Franklinshowedhis trustration:
I have on variousoccasionsgiven positiveand specificinstructionsrespectingthe
L,ngineer
ttl prcrceed
of this Mill...and hadlong agodirectedthe Commanding
erecticln
that mill
non-completion
of
I
must
that
the
say
fix
site
and
on
the
Port
Arthur
and
to
Local
Governntent
hasnot restedwith the
[i.e.
which I f-eelto be of suchimportance
Department.
Boothlbut with theRoyalEngineers
He orderedthe newly arrived replacementfor Kelsall, CommandingEngineerMaior J.C.
Victor, to be told of tho work's impoftanceand for Booth to "use every exertion" to finish
the mill."
By then, however, the last preparationswere already in train. In early 1842 Kelsall,
respondingto Booth's requirementthat thereshouldbe a competentmillwright in chargeof
the works, approachedthe man who by now was the best-knownmillwright in the colony,
AlexanderClark (see 1.2). Clark, whcl was alreadybeing employedby the governmentto
supervisethe installationof a steamengineat the peninsulacoal mines,agreedto do the work
on the mill tor f 150.In mid-Novemberwhen Victor, who had arrivedjust days beforehand,
askedClark to quote for both his salary and the provision of the required ircln work for the
mill, Clark respondedwith an offer of 1200 plus rations.In mid-Decemberhis salary was
approved.although without rations, and in mid-January1843 he was finally ordered to
proceedto the peninsula."
Architectural plans tor the mill and granary had been drawn up by the convict architect,
Henry Laing, at leastby September1841but many of his ideaswere not tollowed. Probably
tollowing on from Carte'splan, he made the mill building itself 30 f'eetby 20 f'eet[9m by
6ml, with the sectionfor the treadwheelmuch bigger at 30 teet by 95 tcet [9m by 29m].
These dimensionswere eventuallyused (althoughthe buildings ended up being 31 f-eet
wide). However, within days of his arrival Clark was suggestinga 35 feet [10.5m] water
wheel,a substantialincreaseon the originalplanstor2l teet [7m]. The larger size,enabling
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the mill to take full advantageof the topography,would help compensatefor a low water
flow and also assistin overcomingthe problemcausedby groundwatercombinedwith backwateringat high tide. When the work startedon the toundationsit was tound ditficult to keep
the water out. This problemcauseda changein Laing's planstor the water wheel as well: he
had called for the shaft of the wheel to bejust abovegroundlevel, with a deeppit dug to take
the bottom half of the wheel+ome 3.5m-and an undergroundculveft for the tail race. It
seemscertain that this was not possible with the water seepageand of course a larger
diameterwheel would have made the problem worse. The one surviving sketch of the mill
showing the wheel suggeststhat the shatt was about half way up the building with only a
small sectiongoing into an undergroundpit.'o
With a larger diameterwheel the building neededto be higher and Laing's plans tor three
storeyswere replacedwith a new plan for four. Moving the water whcel shali higher would
have entailed the tread wheel having to be moved higher as well. from the ground tloor
which was Laing's original plan, so this two-storeysectioneventuallybecamefour as well.
betweenVictor and Clatk" The
The new plans for this led to one of the t'ew disagreements
two engineersgot on very well as a rule, but Victor wanted the treadwheclroof to remain
five teet [1.5m] below the watermillroof while Clark wantedit raisedto the sameheight.He
wrote:
The sameroof will be required,andthe stonefor quoinsandwindowsbeingall cut, I
it is flve
merelybecause
think it a pity, thatsucha nobleedifice,shouldthusbe detaced,
feetlowerandno doubtwill presenta shockingif notrepulsiveappearance.
Clark eventuallywon. The original plan for the tloor abovethe treadwheel to be a bran room
was not proceededwith (perhapsthe ground tloor was now used for this) and Clark
usingthe two unusedt-loorsabovetor cells,a suggestionwith which Commandant
suggested
Booth was delighted.With regard to the water supply, Clark suggestedreplacingLaing's
troughingon archeswith pipeswhich would be lighter and therelorecheaperand this was
agreedto. However, Victor's proposalto replacethe overshotwheel with one that was
breastshotmet solid oppositionfrom Clark. The two power sourcesfor the mill were to be
connectedto the same gear drive to the stones,with the direction of rotation of the water
wheel the opposite of the tread wheels.To now reversethe direction of the water wheel
would
would not only requirethe wheelto be dismantledand rebuilt,but also the treadboards
havehad to be changedas well. Victor retreated.5'
However, the engineeringproblemsand all the changesnecessatymust have seemedquite
acceptablefor Clark comparedwith the other difllculties he taced in getting the mill and
granarycompleted.He found William Carte continually obstructiveand towards the end of
the building period was free in his condemnationof the Foremanof Works (who was also
of Convicts).Carte'suntavourableopinionof much of what Clark was doing
Superintendent
culminatedin May 1845 with his saying that the stone gutter which Clark had built would
shrink! "fl]udicrous," snortedClark. Moreover,Clark found his men continuallytried on
some slight chargeand sentencedto threeor six monthshard labour, which deprivedhim of
labour,"whereas[he wrote]it mustbe obvious...thatI canwork the man...ashard
necessary
ascan be donein any othergang...."Victor triedto soothehim:
necessary
to presentdisciplineamongthe prisoncrs,will
Withoutdoubtthe regulations
interferewith the progressof the workson whic-hthe men areemployed.but
sometimes
thereis no remedyfor this. All we haveto do is to makethe bestusewe coll r)l'their
labourin the mannerthatis permittedto us.
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However, the worst was to come. In November L811 the new Comptroller-GeneralChamp,
on the strengthof information received,accusedClark of bringing in wine without a licence
and when Clark angrily pouredthe wine down the drain, suspendedhim until he heardtrom
town. Clart told Victor that unlesshe particularlywantedClark to erectthe machineryof the
mill he would leave immediately.The row blew over, but Clark prohably summedup the
dittrcultieswhen he wrote to Victor in April 1845,saying:"You and I are not over popular
here!!!"tt
Despite all the problems, work on the mill progressed.The treadwheelswere the tirst to
come into operation,performing their first revolution in March 1845.Clark, understandably
proud,describedthe eventto Victor:
Thereweresix lengthsof treadpoweremployed[onelengthhad recentlybecnbroken
and consideringthat everypart of the machineryheing new.
and neededreplacementl,
parts
from their long exposureto the weather.beinga gooddealrusted,
andthe metallic
parts
of theditt'erent
smooth,correctandsteadyrevolutions
I cuuldnotbutwitness...the
of the machinerywhich elicitedplaudit, and universaladntiraticlntiom the diffcrent
visitors[whichincludedChampandCarte].
A lew days later after some adiustment,the mill ground at an averageof a very satistactclry
6% bushelsan hour, working just as well as a water-poweredmill. Clark was happy to report
that the convicts were most impressedwith the steadinessof the mill comparedwith that in
Hobart Town "and of coursetheir opinion must be takenas authority." By Junethe treadmill
was entirely finished and found most effective as a punishment.A later visitor commented
that:
wherethe opcrativen]ust
to be the only speciesof laboratclry
[t]he treadmillappears
rcscllvett-r
He may, indeeddog-gedly
work, and work hard,or inflict r.11-punishment.
mountno higheron therotarystair,but thenhis shinsmustsullertor it!"
The water wheel took a little longer to come into use;indeedit is not clear exactlywhen it
was tirst operationalas Clark and his informative Letterbookhad left the settlementby the
end of June 1845, his contracthaving come to an end. At that time the water wheel was
almost ready, with just a little work to be completedon the tunnel, and the masonrywork to
be ioined to the iron pipe to allow the waterto be broughtonto the wheel.It is probablethat
it began in July or August. The miller was Thomas Mannington who had boen at the
Liverpool StreetMill for many yearsand at the Old Mill more recently (sce ChapLer2.1 &
2.1).He had beenappointedto Port Arthur as early as August 1844in orderto give adviceon
mattersrelatingto the tinal layout of the mill, after an earlierdecisionto appointJohnWinter
of the Houghtonand KensingtonMills (seeChapter3.2.1&,3"2.2)had beenreversed.'"
The mill had cost f2210, rather more than the estimated81397 that Kelsall had originally
estimated(without the treadmill) and almostthreetimes the f800 that Robertshad suggested
in 1839.But after all the expenseand all the trials it worked for only a few years.At the end
of 1846 La Trobe reportedthat the treadmill, making one revolution a minute, was operated
by 36 prisonersat a time. The two pairs of millstoneswere turned by the water wheel and
then the water was usedto supply tankstor shipping.The mill had two dtessingmachines
and ground 18 bushelsan hour and it was able to supply most of the flour required at the
reportsindicatedthat as many as 60 men
probationstationson the peninsula.Subsequent
as early as May 1tt46 there were
were
difficulties:
could be on the wheel at once"But there
problems with the water and it was suggestedthat hoth the dams should be enlarged.
in 1846
of transptlrtation
However,the biggestproblemseemsto have beenthe suspension
which led to a declinein the numberof prisoners.The water wheel was still lunctioningin
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1848 but by then there was the llrst suggestion that the whole building could be converted
into a penitentiary, and the comment frclm Superintendent Courtenay in August may indicate
that the treadwheel was not being worked.
If the Station were kept up to its presentstrengthit might be a questiclnwhether the mill
might not be useful. I have ten or twelve men locked up now and shall have more very
likely beforelong.
Three years later the treadwheel had certainly been discontinued as there were not enough
men to make it pay, and this may well have been the case in 1848."
In 1850 a report of a speechby Allport at a public meeting on transportationshowed that the
Port Arthur mill was becoming the butt of jokes:
The ntiller who was in charge at Port Arthur had inlbrmed him (Mr Allport) that the
Government,having plenty of money, wanted to do somethingwith it. They bcgan to
build a mill in the rainy season.The miller told them that by the tinte it was llnished
there would be no water. But what did they do? Why they linished it treforethe rainy
seasonwas over; and now lbr nine months in the years, there is not enoush of water tcl
wet the wheel. (Loud burstsof laughter.)

Mundy, visiting Port Arthur in 1851,continuedin the samevein. "There is a commissariat
building,"he wrote,"nearlyas extensiveand as offratein styleas SomersetHouse,and which
would containall the CommissariatStoresin the SouthSeacolonies."By May ltt52 plansto
conveft the building into a penitentiarywere proceedingdue to the expectedarrival of the
convictstrom Nortolk Islandwhich was being closedas a penalstation,and hy April 1853
the tlrst moveswere madeto carry out the conversion.It is presumedthe watemill did not
work again,and it may not havebeenworking lor sometime.to
Little of the tlour mill can be seenin the remains of the penitentiary,gutted when a fire
sweptthroughthe settlementin January1898.However,thereare impressivercmainsof the
stonearchedtunnel leadinglrom the dam, along with the dam itself near Smith O'Brien's
cottage(map referencePort Arthur 689221).The positionof the sluice gate can be clearly
seen. Recently the upper dam on Radcliftb Creek has been located (approximate map
ref-erencePort Arthur 680215)and the mill race ti'om there to the lower dam can still be
traccd.tt
This was not to be the last flour mill at Port Arthur, however.Following the conversionof
the granarya steamsawmill was erectedas part of the workshopcomplex to the west, and in
June 1858 Boyd noted that its nine horsepowerengine. which had been made at the
workshops,was "now being madeapplicableto a Flour Mill". A return of convict labour in
August 1859 lists a miller employed"DressingMill-stonesfor new Flour-mill". By June
1861the enginehad beenalteredto enablean increasein power,so that as well as operating
the sawmill and working the tlour mill when required,it could also drive the toundry blast,
crushboneslbr manureand turn the lathe.Little more is known of the mill and it is unknown
how long it worked.In 1873when W.H. Cheverton,Overseerof Works, made his report on
the state of the buildings on the peninsula,he wrote that the f-lour mill needed its roof
reshingling,alongwith "new saddle-boards,
new spoutingand down-pipes,headsand shoes."
It was located between the carpenters'shop and the boiler house"This complex too was
destroyedin the 1898flre""
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8.10.2 Saltwater River mill
Although the remainsof this windmill still exist no documentshave beentound which give
anything of its history. The Saltwater River Probation Station was the tlrst to be built
following the decisionto stopthe assignment
system,with the tlrst convictsarriving in 1841.
It was one of the few placeson the peninsulawhere much agriculturecould be carried on,
and its fertility quickly led to the planting of wheat as well as potatoes.In 1847 there were
350 acresin cultivationand174 convictsin residence.Presumablythc decisionwas madeto
build a windmill becauseof the distancetrom Port Arthur, but it could well have been
constructedwhile the large edifice there was still being talked about. However, neithcr the
1842Burn descriptionnor the 1846La Trobe leport mentionsa mill, and by I tt5I the station
had beenturnedinto a sheepand cattle station."
It is interestingthat the decisionwas madeto build a tower windmill, rather than the simpler
post mill. Its brick rcmains are on the hill to the west and north of Saltwater River,
overlookingthe sea (map referenceCommunication588361).The mill was 8m diameterat
the baseand partsof the wall remainup to 3m high, althoughthe structureis hadly eroded.
As one of only two tower mills which have any remains(the other being Oatlands)and the
significance.
theseremainshaveconsiderable
only onc remainingat a convictsettlement,

The EastCoastrankswith the Upper DerwentValley as a major locality for survivingmills,
with the added interest that they are of contrastingtypes: watermills, horse mills, a post
windmill, a tower windmill and a treadmill all survive.Gala, Riversdaleand Maytield all
haveat leastpart of their wheelsurvivingand the lattertwo much of their geadng.Moreover,
Maytleld is the sole remainingexampleof a mill having in-line millstoncsdriven via a
layshattand rim (ring) gearing.At both Rhebanand Woodesdenmore thaniust the buildings
of thesetwo horsemills are still extant,with Rhebanhaving the sole surviving grain drying
floor in Tasmania;indeed,this is a rarity in Australiaas a whole. Even thc ruins at Port
Arthur, SaltwaterRiver and Darlingtonare of sutficientmagnitudeto give a good idea o1 the
original mills. The remainsof the Darlington mill are the only postmill rcmnantsextant in
Tasmania,while Port Arthur is the sole survivingexampleof a treadmillbuilding erectedin
Australia,althoughsmallerexamplesremainon Norlolk Island.
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CHAPTER NINE
LAUNCESTON. THE TAMAR VALLEY AND SCOTTSDALE

The various settlementsat Port Dalrymple were without watermills or windmills tor some
mill was sent in
years.Alter Paterson'srequestto Govelnor King (see1.1) a hand-operated
July 1806 and presumablymore followed. There were probably severalplans to build mills
in the early years,but the only one tor which evidencehas been found was that of William
Leith. He had proposedto build a watermill in Sydneyin 1810but on preparingto move to
Port Dalrymple he changedthe suggestedlocation,,memorialisingGovemor Macquariefor
repliedin April 181I :
J.T. Campbell,the ColonialSecretary,
someassislance.
to His Excellencythe Governor,wherein
I havesubmittedyour memorialof yesterday
in Port Dalryntpleto enableyou to
you solicit a Grantof Land and otherindulgences
of the Public at that placeand for your own
build a WaterMill for the accommodation
benefitandthatof yourfamily.
I have now to inform you that His Excellencywill have no objectionto the ntaking you a
grant of a small portion of land at Port Dalrymple and to the extending sclme few
indulgencesto you as a settler provided you go there to reside permanently,but His
to you for the purposeof erectinga Mill which
Excellencywill not extendany assistance
your constructing.
has
no
to
however
objection
His Excellency
Alth.ough Leith did arrive he did not build a mill. He probably found a shortage of suitable
mill sites. (See 9.2 for more on Leith.)'

9.L Launceston
9.L.1Lucasmill. Windmill Hill
It was not until 1817, thirteen years afler the tirst settlement,that the north of thc state
acquireclits first mill. The Hobart Tow,nGazete mentionedthat it was nearly llnished in
March 1817andthenon 17 May announced:
that the New Windmill at Port Dalrymple,which has beenbuilt at the
We understand
(sic)
of MessrsWilliam and Nathanielf-ucas,grindsthe first bushelof
sole expence
wheaton Whit Monday[26 May]; andassheis built in the mostworkman-likenlanner,
will havea respitefromtheirlaboriousexercise.
the steel-millsandhandstones
The Lucas brotherswere sonsof NathanielLucas who had built mills at both Norfolk Island
and Port Jacksonand their mill began work only a tew months after the colony's first
windmill built by that other irtrorfolkIslander,Robeft Nash (see6.2.1). The mill appearson
Smythe'sLauncestonmap of 1835,closeto the westemsideof High Streetand a little to the
southof whereAdelaideStreetcrosses.Its site on top of the hill meantit was well-exposedto
the winds, althcughcustomerswho had to push their wheat in wheelharrowsor carry it on
their backs up the sreephill might have wonderedif they were in fact getting much respite
lrom "lahoriousexercise"^-
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In 1886an anonymousletter writer to the LauncestonExarninerin a brief history of the early
northernflour mills said that this mill was built in 1826by "Mr Towse" fTowersl who also
built the distillery on Distillery Creek. A week later the Longford correspondentcorrected
him, writing that it was the Lucas brotherswho had been involved and in March 1819
William Lucas had been working it. It would theretore seem most likely that Nathaniel
moved on to other things and let William run the operation:in 1825 the tormer was the
proprietor of the Ship Inn in Launcestonand in 1832 he had land at Brown's River
(Kingston)and was probablyalreadyliving there.'
Justhow long William workedit is unknown.Althoughthe 1886writer has beenlollowed by
later historians,no connectionbetweenthe windmill and the Towers brothershas beentound.
In February 1829 one Robert Waddingham of Cameron Street advertised tor a bolting
machinecapableof dressingten bushelsan hour, and in the tollowing Octoberthe tollowing
advertisementappeared:
Mr. R. Waddinghamtakesthe presentopportunityof informinghis friendsin particular.
the WindnrillHill, is
andthe Fublicgenerally,thatthe priceof Grindingat his mill c-rn
reducedto the very lowestpossibleterms:-that is to say, Wheatwill bc groundat
per bushel,in cash,or ninepoundsi4kgl of Wheat.Wheatdeliveredat Mr
eightpence
at his Sturefree of
Waddingham's
Stclrewill be cartedto the mill, and re-delivered
expense.
These grinding rates comparefavourably with those being chargedin Hobart Town at the
same time. Waddinghamwas still at the mill in 1830 as he is mentionedin Ross' 1831
Alnmnacfr.Theremay havebeensomeconnectionbetweenWilliam Lucasand Waddingham
as they receivedadjacentland grantsof 200 acreson the Tamar River.'
In 1831 it was announcedthat a large new windmill was about to be erectedon Windmill
Hill which may indicatethat the older one was no longer lunctioning as well as it should,
althoughthis new mill was almost certainlynot built. In August 1833 GeorgeCoulstock,
newly arrived from the Swan River, wrote to his father:
I havehadthe offer of a smallwind mill but I think it betterto wait awhileit needsno
astheyarefully entployedin grindinggrist for
capitalto takea mill of thatdescription
per bushelandsixpencefor the dressing."..Utl is lettingfc-rr
readymoneyat ninepence
f60 a year;it hasno machine,in fact nothingbut onepair of stonesandyct it affordsa
goodliving.
He was most likely referring to the Windmill Hill mill as this would almost certainly have
beenthe only small windmill in the vicinity able to oftbr a good living. It is improbablethat
the mill could have ottbredseriouscompetitionto the CataractMill when it heganworking in
late 1833 (see 9.1.6) and the windmill probablyceasedoperatingsoon atlerwards.It had
certainlystoppedby February1837.'
Exctntiner
It continued to stand for some years,and then in October 1844 the Launce,stort
announced:
Windmill:The erectionthat gavethe nameto the hill on which the flag-staffstands,
and which has so long maintainedits positionafterceasingto be useful,was blown
downby thegaleon Mondaynight.Thewindmillhaslongbeenan unsightlyttbject.and
nonebut an antiquarywill regretits removal.
According to JamesWood in 1847,the ruins of the mill had been "lately removed".The
nameWindmill Hill was gazettedin 1882and still survives;a move in 1960to call the area
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Victoria Squareled to petitionstrom residentswho preferredthe older name, a reminder of
one of Launceston'searliestindustries.u

9.1.2Steale'smill
Very little is known of this mill. The only referencetound is in the testimony of Deputy
T. Walker to Bigge in April 1820.When Bigge askedif there
Assistant_Commissary-General
were any windmills in the neighbourhoodof Launceston,Walker answelcdthat as well as
one belongingto a man calledLucas(see9.1.1):
(sic) of Js. Stealefor 4
by the Cclmmandt.
...therewas a small windmill Purchased
and small,after
Cows,and which was sentto GeorgeTown. It is of bad construction
fact
in
useless.
(sic)
in movingandrebuildingwasof little Service,
muchexpence
PresumablyStealehad erectedhis mill after Lucasbut its site is unknown.'

9.1.3 Corra Linn
The first watermill in the north of the colony was built in 1822 on the North Esk at Corra
Linn. This spotwas one of two on the tertile and productivePaterson'sPlainsrccommended
to Bigge by T. Walker as suitablefor a watermill (he called it "Cory Lynn"). The mill was
built by Edward Yates,the ex-convictmillwright who had earnedhis lreedom by building
the GovernmentMill in Hobart Town, and then gone on to build the Liverpool Street mill
(see2.3 & 2.4).In May 1821,afterthe arrivalof his wite and tive childrenin the colony,he
dissolvedhis partnershipwith Tedderand the tamily madeits way north. Yatesprobably saw
an opportunityto make his fortune by being the tlrst in the north to have a watetmill when
therewere now threeothersin Hobart Town to ofler competitionthere."
The mill was built on land Yatespurchasedto the north of the gorge betweenthc easternside
of the river and a hill. (ThomasMonds, who was later to live there,complainedthat it was
very cold in winter as the hill preventedthe sun tiom shiningon the houseuntil 10 o'clock.)
Yatesobtainedcolonialmillstonesfrom 50 miles [80km] away,probablyfi'om Rosswhich is
known to have been a source of millstones. However, atler going to the trouble of
transportingthem, dressingand erectingthem he found that they did not work well and he
was forcedto buy a pair of Frenchburrs.The cost of these,includingtransport,dressingand
erectingthem was estimatedto havebeen L250.'
The Hobart Town Gazetteannouncedthat the mill was working in October 1822and felt that
the inhabitantsin the vicinity would no longerbe "compelledto grind their own". However,
althoughYatesprovideda bullock wagon to cart people'swheat trom Launcestonand their
who
the Land Commissioners
flour back,the mill may not havebeenparticularlysuccesstul;
visited in 1826 felt Yates did not get much custom. Neverthelesshe probably t'elt he had
of it when he died. It
made a successof the mill simply becausehe was still in possession
appearsthat he had not entirely torgottenhis convict pastand was not abovesomechicanety.
In 1828he appliedfor a grantof additionalland on the groundsof havingexpendedso much
eftort and money in the erectionof not only the mill but also severalbridgesacrossthe North
Esk. In this he was bitterly opposedby JamesBrumby who claimedthat all the money had
beenhis.'n
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In a letter to Lieutenant-GovernorArthur, Brumby claimed that he had bought the mill site
from Yates and employed the latter to build the mill. providing Yates and his l-amily with
provisionstor the nearlytwo yearsit took to build.
he should
My agreement
with Yatesfhe wrote],wasthatwhenthe Mill wascompleted,
work it, and receiveone half shareof the profits, and that one half shareof the Mill
of the
itself,shouldbe madeoverto him, uponhis payingonehalf shareof the expenses
building.
Brumby went on to statethat the mill and bridgeshad cost him "upwardsof two thousand
pounds"and he had not receivedany shareof the profits as Yateshad claimcd the mill as his.
The transfer deeds had been lett in the hands of William Field lrom whom Yates had
managedto obtainthem and (presumably)destroythem,and Brumby had as yet beenunable
to begin legal proceedingsas the heavy expensesof the mill had 1e11him in diftlculties,
althoughhe was planningto do so immediately.In suppoftof his claim ThomasArcher had
written tiom Woolmers to Frankland,the SurveyorGeneral,that Yates had mortgagedthe
mill with Field and as Brumby was also indebtedto Field he was unableto proceeduntil he
had paid off his own debt. Archer added:"Edward Yates was a convict, and did to me years
ago conducthimself well-I am sorry to say that I considerhim now anythingbut a man of
good characteror at all deservingof encouragement.""
Given that Archer had accessto Brumby's documentsit is likely that Brumhy was being
to Brumby in the early history of the mill. The
truthful. Certainly there are many ref-erences
1822 Hobart Town Gazettearticle quoted above says that the watetmill was "helonging to
Mr. J. Brumby" and a note trom GeorgeLangford to G.C. Clark the sameyear reters tcl the
newly-erectedmill of "MessrsBromley (sic) and Yates".In 1825when Brumby was in debt
the Sheriff's Office advertisedthe enlorced sale at the bridge on the North Esk River of
Brumby's "Farm of Thirty Acres, with a Water Mill, and the Apparatustheretobelonging
with the Outhousesand other Tenemcntsthereonerectcd." Immediately afterwardsYates
cautionedanyonefrom buying the mill and farm: "I herebyinform the Public, that I am the
actual Owner of said Mill and Apparatusand also the bona flde owner of said 60 acresof
Land...." This may well havebeenthe time when Yatesmadehis move and removedthe title
lor subsequent
destruction.Strongsuspicionmust also fall on
deedstrom Field's possession
Field as a willing accomplice:in Yates' will he was describedas a good fiiend and he was
one of Yates' executors.''
When Yates died in 1829 his obituary referredto him as "an old and respectedColonist, a
man of unweariedperseverance".Unlortunately tor Brumby the latter had evidently been
unable to convince the courts that he was the rightful owner and the mill passedinto the
ownershipof Yates' wite Jane,and she and later her new husbandGeorgeWillett continued
to run it. It was Willett who complainedin 1831when the governmentmademovesto close
one of the nearbyroadswhich, he claimed,was the only one passablein winter. Willett was
alsothe one in 1833to employ as millcr GeorgeCoulstock,newly arrivedtl'om Swan River,
for f70 per annum. In January1834 following the death of Jane,Coulstockwrote to his
parentsthat the mill would shortly devolveon Yates' children:
the
...yet it is quitelikely that I shallcontinuehere,as noneof the family understand
(sic)
given
have
August,
19
and
of
my
the
it.
I
have
held
situaticln
since
management
of
insomuchthat I am the only onewho mess(sic)with my_master,although
satisfaction,
andseveralothermenworkingior him."
he hasa smith,a wheelwright,
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It is not known whetherhe continuedto work at the mill. When JamesYatcs, on behalf of
himself and his two brothers.announcedin Februarythat they had taken the mill over lrom
"Williat", had the mill put in completerepair and could now manufacturoany quantity of
wheat into tlour, he also announcedthat a "cart will daily arrive trom the Mill to Launceston,
and return the same day. Town Orders are requestedto be left at the house of Mr James
Yates,Bricklayer's Arms." This would indicatethat he did not run the mill himself, although
Monds later rememberedthat anotherson, Adam, had beeninvolved. A little over two years
for sale:
after the deathof Jane,in October 1836the mill was adver-tised
To be sold by privatecontract.All thosemostdesirablepremisessituateon the North
plains,called"Yate's(sic)Mill", comprising
the mill, with one
Esk river,Patterson's
pair of stonesand machineryall complete,and an excellentdressingmachineattached
dwelling house. and all
thereto; togetherwith a good substantialweatherboarded
land
in the colony,all t-enced
llnest
100
acresof the
with about
necressary
outbuildings,
in, about50 acresof whicharenow in cultivation.Thecontiguityof the aboveprentises
supplyof
of a never-failing
beingonly 6 milesdistant,andthe advantage
to Launceston,
opportunity....
waterrenderthis a mostdesirable
The mill failed to sell and was regularly advertisedover the next two years. This may
indicate that whateverprotits there had been had been erodedby the much bigger Cataract
Mill which hadbegunwork (see9.1.6).'o
In 1840JamesYatespurchasedthe mill tiom the executorsof his father'swill (William Field
and Richard White). The solicitor Henry Hookey again oftbred the mill tor sale in March
1841 but it appearsthat it stayedin JamesYates'handseven atter his insolvencythe same
year.For sometime his sisterEhza and her husbandThomasInall, a draper,ran the mill but
the involvementof the tamily in the mill was not to last. In 1845 the exocutorsof the late
Wiltiam Field took the threeYatesbrothers,James,Samueland Adam, to court tor payment
of debt and the mill and 358 acreswas put up for auction and sold to a Mr Walbourne for
for some time. In 1846
f900. JamesYates,however,was still to flgure in the newspapers
George Yates of the CataractMill vehementlyopposedhis namesake'sdischargetrom
insolvency on the grounds that he had "deliberately made away with the property of his
to detraudthem of their rights." In 1849,
creditors,and knowingly and wiltully endeavoured
reporting that JamesYates had beenchargedwith obtaining money under false prctencesin
Adelaide, ths Comtyall Chronicle recounted the story of a miller in Launceston whcl
habitually bought grain from small farmers and paid tor them with cheques.knowing full
well that therewas no money in the bank to pay. Thereis a clear interencethat the miller was
Yates.The writer of the arlicle asserted:
of everyinhabitantin
...this practise(sic)of a certainmiller will be in the recollection
of very many
this town anddistrictfor yearsto come;he pursuedit to the destruction
. ..
industrious
smallfarmers.
Evidently Jameshad learnt well the lessonsof his tather. It is not known whether he was
found guilty ascharged."
Meanwhile Yates' mill had finally reachedthe end of its lile. Immediatelyon purchasingit,
Walbourneleasedit tor 2l yearsto the millwright JohnGuillan,previouslyof l.hcSupplyand
Bridge Mills (see9.3 & 9.1.8).on conditionthat he pull clownthe old mill and huild a new
one.Guillan's apprenticewas the youngThomasMondswhoseAutobiographyis so uselul in
piecingtogetherthe story of the northernmills. Accordingto him, the old mill was at best"a
very primitive structure",and under the unprofessionaleye of the draper Inall it had tallen
into completedisrepair.JamesYates' sister Ehza Inall seemsto havc been quite a ditterent
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persontiom her brother; Monds describesher as "a splendidspecimenof a good wife and
mother, kind-heartedand hospitable,and being but a boy myself I loved her as my mother,
for during the short time she remainedin the old home she showedme much kindness."He
also mentionsthe effect of the new mill on the rest of the Inall tamily:
Mr. Inall had of courseto removefrom the old mill and homestead,
but thc tamily
remainedin the housefbr a time, andwhenthe childrensaw us pulling down the old
mill, theycriedasif theirhcartswouldbreak.Theyhadbeenusedto seeingthe splashof
the merrywater-wheel
andhearthe beatingof the millstonesfrom thcir infancy,andf-elt
it hardto leavethe old home;but suc'his lif-e:theyhadto gr-l;andwe madea ncw honte,
anda newmill, whichwe christened
theAlbionMills.'u
The new mill was a three-storeyedwooden mill with two pairs of millstones and modern
machinery,nearly all of which was madeon the premisesexceptthe castiron work. Much to
Monds' delight,he was involvedwith the building of all aspectsof the new structure,and he
also helped build a new bridge to replacethe old one a little higher up the river which was
washedaway in a flood soon after their arrival. As a result of his experiencesthere and the
lessonshe learntfrom the variouscarpenters,
millwrights and blacksmithsempklyedhe telt
himselfcapableof working a mill as wcll as doing much towardsbuilding ono. Accordingto
Monds the mills took eighteenmonthsto build but in January1846,only eight monthsaller
the auction,Guillan was able to advertisethat the "Albion Mills, Patterson'sPlains.aro now
in full operation.Grinding and dressing,sixpenceper bushel;smuttingarrangedaccordingto
quantity."The following Augusthe raisedthe price of grindingto ninepence,but loweredit
to sixpenceagain in January1847in consequence
of the low price of wheat. At this time he
was operatinga punt to the mill and it was not until January 1848 that he was able to
announccthecompletionof the ncw bridge.''
In June and July 1850 Guillan was in some tinancial trouble and lirstly some of his
equipmentand then the mill itself was oftbred tor sale,althoughthe latter was withdrawn
when Guillan paid his rent.The unexpiredpart of the leasewas sold at auctionfor f300, but
Guillan was still able to announcein July to the farmerson the coast that he had openedhis
mills as a grist mill only: "[w]heat ground, dressed,and carted to and trom the mill at
ninepenceper bushel,cash, or toll on delivery." In February 1851 Guillan was declared
insolvent.He gave up the mill and returnedto his occupationof millwright, working at
putting the Bridge Mills in orderand then helpingrepairthe St Leonardsmill's water wheel.
It was while he was doing this that he had an accidentwhich causedhis death at the young
age of 44 rn 1851. Monds and his fellow apprenticeJamesSmith erecteda headstonetor
their old master,the builder of the secondmill at Corra Linn. (By this tirne both had
completedtheir apprenticeships
and movedon to otherthings.)"
Little is heardof the Albion Mill for the few yearsafter Guillan letl and it is possiblethat no
lesseecould be found, particularly as there was now another mill on the North Esk at St
Leonardswhich was closerto town (see9.1.9).Von Stieglitzwrote that it was burnt out
sometime in the 1850sand this seemslikely as in 1855J. Bradshawcalled tendersfor the
erectionof new machinery,anew dam and 90-100teet 127-30m1
of chutes.The tenderwas
to include the cost of-clearingthe mill race,which may indicatethe mill had heenout of-use
tor a while. Daniel Clayton,possiblythe son of Henry at Wickford, advertisedin Septemher
that the mills were open for grist work at eighteenpence
a bushel-a tar cry tiom Guillan's
sixpenceless than ten years previously-while the following April John Browne was the
lessee.'n
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In 1860William Titley, formerly of the Bridge and Supply Mills (see9.1.8 & 9.3) was the
lesseeand in 1862,needinga storein town, he propclseda partnershipwith Monds whtl was
married to his wife's sister. Monds agreedand openeda store in Elizabeth Street where
customerscould leave their wheat and buy their tlour without having to make the long
journey to CorraLinn. In 1863Monds& Titley advertised:
begto inform their fiiendsandthe public that they have
New Bakery.The undersigned
on their premises;and havingengageda c()mpetent
erectedan oven and bakehouse
baker,they intend carryingon the breadand biscuit bakeryin connectionwith their
asmillers....AlbionFlourMills StoreandBakery,Elizabeth-street.
business
The partnershipof Monds & Titley did only a small trade as they had limited capital. When
Titley retiredin 1865Mondsleasedat a low rentalthe mills he had helpedto huild. "I cannot
say that my move to the Albion Mills was a very protltableone", he later wrote, "for I lound
it very difficult to do a businesswithout a store in Launceston;however, I did manageto
make ends meet, and a little over...." One of his maior problemswas that his was only a
small mill and the larger millers who did most of the trade were able to ofter almost
unlimitedcredit.to
When Mondsmovedon to the Carrickmill at the end of 1867(seeI1.7.1) the remainingyear
of his leasewas takenby the producemerchantJohnCartledgewho had beenthe Launceston
wore eminently
agentfor initially Titley's and later Monds' tlour; "our businesstransactions
had owned
wh(l
Monds.
Cartledge,
wrote
honest
man",
was
an
for
Mr
Cartledge
satisfactory,
the Supply Mills with his brotherJamcs(see9.3), remainedat the mill until 1871. By 1874
John Sykeswas the lesseeand he was still there in 1883. In 1946 one Robert Stevenson
recalled that Sykes used to collect wheat and deliver tlour in his wagon while his wite
worked the mill, then he took over operationsin the evening. Just when the mill ceased
operationshas not been determined,although it is known that the building was still in
existencein the 1890s.''
In the 1930stwo millstoneswere still on site. In the 1940sthe site immediatelyto the south
of the mill was boughtby the Salmonand FreshwaterFisheriesCommissionto developas a
hatcheryto replacean earlier one at Waverley.One of the leasonsfor choosingthis site was
the presenceof the old mill racewhich could bring water to the hatchery,and this raceis still
in use althoughsome parts have beenreplacedwith iron pipes.The weir is also still in use.
Parts of the toundation of the mill were still visible in 1960 (approximatemap ret-erence
Prospect184069)."

9.1.4Government windmill
Very little information about this windmill has been located, and what evidence there is
aboutits early history is confusing.Accordingto Button it was rcmovedtrom GeorgeTown
after the decisionwas made to abandonthat town as the headqualters,but if this is so it was
not the main governmentwindmill in that town as that continuedto be in use for many years
(see9.2). What is certainis that it was in position at the end of Margaret Streetnot far from
the river by 5 May 1824when William Barneswrote to his family and sketchedhis brewery.
showingits positionin relationto the governmentwindmill. In 1tt30it was bcing reterredto
as the "old GovernmentWind Mill" as if it was no longer tunctioning. In 183I the
governmentcalledtenderstor rentingit, but it is not known if therewas any interest.In 1833
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the governmentofferedthe mill for sale,the millstoneswere sold 1orf50 and by 1835when
Smythedrew his map the mill no longerexisted."

9.1.5Tibbs' mill
The only evidencefound for the existenceof this mill comestrom two maps,one drawn by
William Sharlandin August 1826,and one drawn by Thomas Scott and printed in Ross'
Almanacftfor 1832. Both show a windmill on John Tibbs' land in Invermay on higher
ground, in the approximateareaof the end of Mayne Street.(The tact that it was on higher
ground indicatesit was not a drainagemill, and anyway the symbol used on the maps is
identicalwith that usedtor the two otherllour windmills.)JohnTibhs was one of the many
convicts (William Field was another)who had beentransportedtcl New South Wales on the
Fortune and had then goneon to the north of Van Diemen'sLand. Nothing is known of the
mill's history.It is possiblethat Tibbs had boughtthe mill rn 1824f}om his t-cllowFortune
convictJohnSmith (see10.1.1).In September1834the partnership
hetweenJohn Bickerton
"previously
and John Tibbs snr
trading as bakersand corn chandlers"was dissolved.Earlier
the sameyear Tibbs had sold his 60 acresin the Swampon which the mill had beenbuilt to
ThomasLandalefor f875; it is possiblethat the completionof the Tamar Streetbridgeacross
the North Esk River in 1833madethe windmill unviableas it was now in competitionwith
the othcr mills in the Launcestonarea.t*

9.1.6Cataract Mills
The gestationperiod for this long-lastingmill was lengthy and involved. As early as June
1831 the LauncestonAdvertisel'announced
that JohnWalker was "erectinga splendidmill"
and work was proceedingrapidly with the dam. The French burrs were five t'eet and the
water wheel was 40 t'eetI l2m] in diameterand "a very able engineerhas beenemployedto
superintendthe work". Walker had alreadybuilt a mill at Richmond,and in Hobart Town he
was building a steammill and had recentlypurchasedthe GovernmentMill and possihlyby
now the Old Mill (see6.3.1.2.7,2.3&.2.1) so he was extraordinarily
activein theseyears.
The water course along the side of the Gorge was painstekinglyerected,but there were
ditllculties with the ownershipof the site chosenand in 1833 Walker erecteda temporary
smallermill just downstreamof the first set of rapidsbelow the First Basin. The engineer,
Andrew Sibbald,statedthat "[t]he mill is thirty teet [9m] long, sixteenteet [5m] broad,and
thirty teet [9m] high; and with the machinery,dam. race,and other requisites,cost between
two and three thousand pounds". In October the mill was expected to be at work by
Christmas.Unfortunatelytherewere problemswith this site as well, as Roderic O'Connor
showed that the mill was built on his land and eventuallyin June 1835 the rnill was
dismantledat considerable
costto Walker."
Once the difficulties with the alternativesite werc sortedout the sccondmuch larger mill was
erectedat the mouth of the Gorge; as its wheel was less than 20 t'eet[6m] in diameterit is
unlikely that therewas enoughpowerto drive the tive-leetmillstonesoriginally mentionedin
1831,and thesemay well have beenput into storageuntil Walker used them at Clarendon
(see4.2). The mill was erectedat the joint expenseof Walker and Sibbaidand was probably
operationalby November 1836 as Sibbaldwas advertisingtor a miller at that time. Soon
atlerwards,in February 1837,the mill was ottered for sale.It is likely that Walker found
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himself short of cash, considering the losses he had sustained ancl also the fact that he was at
the time redeveloping his mill (the old Government Mill) in Hobart Town (see 2.3). The
advertisement read:
Valuable Property In Launcestonfor Sale.The CataractMill, siftratedon the bank of thc
turns twct
river, where vesselsof any burthenmay lie. The mill which is newly erec-ted,
pairs of Frenchburr stones,with smutting and dressingmachines,There is a good brick
. . - and as there is no other mill within six miles of the town, it
store, with out-houses.
commandsan extensiveand profitable business.A considerablerevenue ntay also be
derived. by supplying the town with water frc-rmthe mill trclughs.
It was probably at this time that Walker sold his half of the mill to Mungo Somerville; he had
certainly done so by June the tollowing year. Sibbald, however, continued in occupation.'u

The CataractMill becamea very profitableventure,not only from its milling but even more,
had noted,trom its ability to provide that necessitylor the peopleof
as the advertisement
Launceston,tiesh water.During 1837Sibbaldand Summervilleerectcda largewater tank on
the upper lloor of a building on the corner of Bourke and PatersonStreetsnear their mill,
filling it through wooden pipes lrom the mill racc, and in October they were able to
announcethat the tank was completedand people could obtain pure water at a moderate
price. Henry Button later explainedhow thc systemworted:
of leatherhose,proiectedtiom the
Spouts,terminatingwith five or six feet t1.5-1.8m1
tank sufficientlyhigh for cartsto back underthcn]; the hosewas then placedin an
openingat thetop of thecask,a valvewasraisedby pullinga cord.andthecask,perhaps
would fill in threeor four minutes.The chargeto the
100 or 120 gallons[460-55011,
rangedfront eightcenpenceto
carterswas sixpencea load, andthe priceto consumers
gold-diggingdays sevenand
In
boonting
the
to
distance.
according
shillings,
tfuee
sixpencewasthecostof a loadof waterdeliveredon theWindmillHill, andit frequently
casksandtubs
happened
thathalf of it wouldbe wastedby leakagefiom thepurchaser's
whichhadbecomedry andshrunk.t'
In 1840 the partnershipbetween Somerville and Sibbald was dissolved.with Sibbald
continuing at the mill. In March 1842 an addition to the water supply was advertised,as a
pipe from the chutes had been laid acrossthe roads to the wharf. Button (who wrongly
attributedthe changeto the later miller GeorgeYates,althoughthe latter did improve them)
for both shippingandbreweriesas they could now
observedthat this was a greatconvenience
fill their casksby simply drawing their boatsunderthe projectingpipe. In 1842the price was
sixpencefor a ton [1008kg].Accordingto Monds, Sibbaldmade the huge sum of f2t)00 a
year from selling water."
In March 1842 Sibbald died intestateand Somerville of Killataddy claimed the estateas a
creditor, meanwhiletaking over the operationsof the mill. Eventually Sibbald's widow
married Henry Gunn who took over Sibbald'shalf of the mill property.By May 1843 the
mill was leasedto GeorgeJosephYates,a bounty immigrant who had arrived in the Tintern
in 1842.Button wrote of him that:
On first cominghere
of Launceston.
...tor somelittle time he wasoneol-thecelebrities
he assumedthe role of a teetotaladvocate,and fiequently spoke at the Society's
meetings"Indeedhe was alwaysreadyto take the plattbrm on any subjec:t,and his
time. But when better
humorousstyle madehim a popularspeakerfbr a considerable
eventuallyhe becamebankrupt.andleft the colony.
knownhe wasdistrusted;
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Button was witnessto an eventwhen Yates,annoyedby troopsof boys regularlywalking on
his chutesand damagingthem, hid behind some rocks one Sundayatlernoon.grabbedone
trespassingboy in front of his matesand repeatedlydunkedhim in the chutes,telling him at
last to "...go home and tell your motherthat I have baptisedyou as well as Daddy Dowling
could havedoneit!", the Rev. Dowling beingan esteemedBaptistminister.'"
Following Somerville'sdeathin December1842,his half of the mill was eventuallyput up
stated:
tor auctionin April 1845by his executors.The advertisement
The WaterMill is in first-ratecondition,and drivesthrecpair stones,with drcssing
machine,smuttingmachine,&c. &c., complete.The Storesare repletcwith every
and large enoughto hold liom 6,000 to 10,00t)bushelsclf wheat;
acc'ommodation,
containingfive rooms...andthen
brickhouse,butlatelyerected,
adjoiningis an exc'ellent
comesthe El Doradoof Launceston.the Water Tanks.lronr which the whole of the
town, and the inhabitantsfor miles around,are suppliedwith the purestwater.the
to be betterthanf 1,500per annunt.The Mill
incomeof which is confidentlyasserted
tenant,at the nominalrentof fl.(XX) per
andTanksarenow let to a highly respectable
annum.
At the auction and despiteconsiderablecompetition,Yates bought Somervillc's half for
L4400,,"a large sum in thesedays", said the Cornwall Chronicle, "bat not morc than might
havebeenanticipated."Yatesmay well havebeensupportedin his bidding by G. PalmerBall
as in 1847it was announcedthat the partnershipbetweenthem was rlissolved.""'
By early 1848Yateswas insolventbut continuedat the mill, in July ottbring a f 10 rewardif
someonecould be convictedof rolling metal down the hill to breakthe mill chutes,with an
additionalf5 paid "if the shootslsic) arc provedto be so brokenby the men in the employ of
the government."But he was declaredinsolventagainin 1849with ThomasButton (laterthe
The mill was put up tor sale,the
owner of his own mill-see 9.1.11)appointedthe assignee.
advertisementdescribingthe three-storeyweatherboardmill containing "three pair of lour
feet French burr mill stones,with patent boxes. A six feet dressingmachine with three
cylinders.A six teet smuttingmachine,with going [gearing'/]and hoistinggearall complete,
and in first-rate working order." Other buildings included brick and stone stores,the brick
six-roomedhouse(it was saidto containonly five in 1845),a miller's houseand a hut for the
men. A separatecottageand large storewere leasedto the MessrsCartledge,soon to buy the
doesnot mention that only half-the
Supply Mills from Yates (see9.3). The advertisement
propertywas for salebut as Gunn was in residencein the 1850s(seebelow) this must have
beenthe case.John Walker took the opportunityto return to the mill he had helpedto build
and boughtit for f6000, althoughYatescontinuedin occupationas a lessee.''
Walker's plan to repair the mill and replace the wooden water wheel had to be carried into
effect very quickly when the old wheel, which had been in bad condition lor a long time,
gave way and had to be knocked down less than two weeks atier the auction in April. The
Hobart Town millwrights Easby & Robertsonbuilt a new wheel of iron. 20 teet [6m] in
diameterand six feet [1.8m] wide, and this alongwith a completerebuild of the chutesand
other repairswas said to cost more than f 1000.The mill was back in operationin June.By
the end of the year Yates had lefl (he was later to rent the St Leonards Mill and the
Wellington Streetsteammill--see 9"1.9 &" 9.1.10),and Henry Gunn moved in to run the
business.His grandsonmuch later describedhim as "a stern,sevele,headot'the housetype
of Scot" and mentions how somc of the children were born at the mill. "At one of these
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births,the river was in flood and the doctorhad to be broughtto the housein a boat and
entered
throughthewindow."For a periodat thistimeThomasMondswascmployed."
By March 1852 Gunn was insolvent and he letl the mill, later running a businessin
Wellington Street.In the mid-fltties he imported tour pairs of French burrs along with the
necessarymachineryto work them and a 16 horsepowcr beamengine,but he was prevented
by circumslancesfrom erectingthem in his premisesand offered them for sale. Meanwhile
John Walker steppedinto the breachat the Cataract,employing as miller Richard Pescodd
(who had been at the Sorell Mill in Hobart Town+ee 2.5). In early August one of the
highestt-loodsever experiencedin the colony led to a long sectionof the chutesbeing swept
away and once again they had to be replaced,the mill llnally reopening on 20 October.
Walker too becameexasperated
by peoplewalking on and damagingthc chutesand in 1854
prosecute
anyonedoing so, both in his own intercstsand the
he advertisedthat he would
Walker was alsof'orcedto
public's.As a resultof disquietbeingexpressed
in the newspapers,
advertise:
part of the businessof the fCataractMilll, is frlr export tct
As a very considerable
Victoria,I deemit properto statethatall Flourhithertosold.andall that nay be soldin
thesoleproduceof ColonialWheat.
future,is warranted,
This is of courseat the time of the gold rushesin Victoria. PescoddboughtWilliam Dcan's
bakery in 1853 and left the mill, and by March 1854John Toan had moved in. He was to
remaintor the next twentvvears."
In 1855 RobertPott *., ;; probablelesseebut following his deathToan was the manager.
By 1856 the mill was being run by the firm of "Walker, Toan & Walkcr". John Walker
having alreadygone into partnershipwith his son Rober-t(see 2.3), but early in 1858 the
three-waypartnershipwas dissolved,with Toan remainingas agentfor John Walker & Son.
A few monthslater, RobertWalker signedaway the Walker half of the mill to John Cameron
of Launceston,William Watchorn of Hobart Town and Robert's brother John Fletcher
Walker of Clarendonto hold it in trust.Robertwas aboutto marry Emma Cameron,daughter
of Jclhn,and it appearsthat this was a mechanismfor making surethat E,mmawas taken care
of. The Walkers continuedto operatethe mill as if nothing had changed.However, there had
beenonc big changeto the mill. In 1857the newly-formedLauncestonCorporationtinally
solved the problem of Launceston'swater supply,by divertingwater trom the St Patdck's
and the
River into Distillery Creek.From then on the CataractMill's pot of gold disappeared
was
diminished.'o
considerably
valueof the mill
During the 1860stherewere t-ewmajor changesat the mill. However,a gocldpicture of some
of the difficulties of running a mill can be obtained trom the events reported in the
newspapers.In 1860 a prisoner, Daniel Gallagher,drowned when, having been given
permissionto bathe while repairing the mill dam, he was seizedwith cramp. In 1863 a
robhery at the mill led to the loss of f32 when a crowbar and chisel trom the mill were used
to break open an iron chest.Another llood in June 1863 again causeddamageto the chutes
but the 90 feet l27ml which was washedaway was replacedwithin a week. Hclwever,much
greaterdamagewas sustainedin Decemberwith 500-600yards [450-550m1of chutesnear
the dam being washedaway"Although the water got into the mill Toan lost little t-lour.either
from there or from his storein PatersonStreet.He advertiseda reward tor peoplewho might
tind the chutesand returnedthem. but promisedto prosecuteany who kept the timber. In
1868 he offered a reward of f5 lor intormationleading to the conviction of youths who
rolled large stonesdown CataractHill onto the chutes.An ongoingproblem (which did not
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get reportedin the papers)wasthe dilficulty of keepingthe dam in goodrepair;it was an
annualtask for T-o-un
to repairit to enablethe mill to carry on working,especiallyin the
heishtof summer."
Then in the early 1870stherewere two more incidentswhich showedsome of the possible
dangersin mill work. In 1870an employeecalled Michael Connorst'ell througha hatch in
the uppertloor and,strikingthe edgeof the openhatchbelow,broketour of his ribs. A much
more seriousaccidentoccurredin June 1873,when Connorswas proceedingalong the chutes
with bagsof horsedung to stop up someof the leaks.Accordingto the newspaperaccount,
"Connors...steppedon a loosebattenand the unfortunateman was precipitatedon tcl a rock
about l0 feet [3m] below, from which he bouncedotf to anotherrock lower down then into
the river." His body was recoveredthe next day.'u
In 1870 it appearsas if Robert Walker was preparingto sell the mill. All debts were being
calledin, the stockwas being sold otf as opportunityaroseand the businesswas to be close
to linishing by 1 March. However,the Walkerscontinuedin ownershipand Toan stayedon
as managerfor severalmore years.The most likely explanationtor this is that David Ritchie
of the SconeMills had agreedto buy the mill but when on 27 Februarythe SconeMills he
was leasingburnt down (see10.2.3)andhe had to cometo an arrangement
with his creditors,
he had to withdraw lrom the deal. In a letter to Robert Walker on 14 March Toan gives
detailsof Ritchie's financial aftairs, as if knowing that they were very signitlcantto Walker.
The fire, however,causedonly a delay in Ritchie's plans.In 1876,following the deathof
first John and then Robert Walker (see2.3), the mill with its three pairs o1 four teet French
burrs and a silk dressingmachinewas put up for auction,and althoughit was withdrawn it
was latersold privatelyto Ritchiefor f2800."
It is interestingthat Ritchie wantedto buy the CataractMill, especiallyas the accountof the
auctionseemsto imply that he was initially not interested"
Following the tire he had quickly
installedsteammilling machineryat his St John Streetstore(see9.1.13)and had carriedon
this businesssuccessfully.Certainly the CataractMill would have been a lot larger, with
mote room for expansion;it is probabletoo that as it usedwater power it was cheaperto
operatethan a steammill. There may also have beena wish to stop the mill lalling into the
handsof a competitor.Whateverhis reasons,Ritchie seemsto have made a good decision
and the mill remainedin the handsof the Ritchie tamily tor the bestpar-tof a century.
David Ritchie and later his son, David RussellRitchie, were innovators.In I tttig Ritchie snr
pulled down the old wooden Sibbald mill, replacedit with an iron mill and installed a
completeset of Ganz rollers.The new mill was completedin March 1890.At the sametime
Ritchiebeganconvertingthe old rock dam to a much strongermasonryone, and he replaced
the old iron Easby& Robertsonwaterwheelwith a turbine.When this did not work well, he
replacedit with a smallerturbine which proved successtul.With the upgradingof his mill
Ritchie was in a dominatingposition in the town and the next decadesaw the demiseof all
the otherremainingmills in the area,althoughhe soonhad a new competitorin Atfleck (see

9.1.r4)."
In 1898 Ritchie suedthe LauncestonCorporationtor terkingwater t'or its new power station
although he owned the water rights; the resulting shortageof water had led to several
stoppagesat the mill in Februarywhen the water level was low. The situationhad beenmade
worseby the recentdestructionby llre of the Newry Mill at Longford(see10.1.3),one of the
largestmills in the colony, which had meanta much biggerworkloadtor the Cataract.Atter
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three days of evidence,during which the Corporationlawyers tried to prove that the chutes
carrying the water had beenenlargedfrom the original onesand thereloreRitchie was taking
more water than he was entitledto, the casewas dismissedwhen the jury was unableto agrce
on a verclict.'n
MessrsD. Ritchie & Son were once again to the loretront of changewhen in 1910 they
erectedreintorcedconcretesilos, the largestwork in concreteto have been completedin the
stateto that time. This was the first grain silo constructedof concretein Tasmaniaand there
were then verv f'ew in the whole of Australia. The Weekly Courier savo a detailed
description:
The silo consistsof five bins,andhasa capacityof about24,000bushelsof wheat.The
wheatis conveyedfrom the receivingfloor into the silo by a lVz inch [0 cnt] pipe,
of thesilo,whenceit is raiscdto the
thrclughwhichit runsby gravitationto thebasement
whichlifls eighttonsperhourwith ease.Frontthetop of
top of thetowerby an elevator.
thetowerthe grainis spoutedto the variousbinsasdesired.Thewheatis returnedto the
mill whenrequiredby meansof a conveyorextendingthe lengthof the building,under
the bins,from whichthe grainis drawnasdesired.
The architectfor the silo was AlexanderNorth and the builclerswere Hinman & Wright.o"
Justwhen the mill stoppedusingwaterpoweris unknown.An 1891plan of the mill showsan
enginehousejutting out to the eastof the roller mill but thereis no mention of steampower
in the extensivereportsof the 1898court case,and the engineshedwould haveheenhousing
the turbine (referred to occasionallyas a "turbine engine"). According to Ratcliff and
Jellyman,a photographtakenabout 1908showsa tall brick chimney,which indicatesthat at
leastauxiliarysteampowerwas beingused.However,the turbinehad not beenremovedas in
1915 Ritchie complainedagain to the council that there were times whcn there was not
enoughwater to run the mill. The mill chuteswere still in positionrn 1929as they are shown
in a photographof that time; it is likely that they were washedaway in the tloods of that
year.o'
Perhapsit was the ability to continue with the use of cheaperwater power plus Ritchie &
Son's early innovationsthat positionedthe businessso well that it was able to keep going in
the twentieth century when gradually most of the other remaining mills in the statc were
closing down. Even when its two major competitorsin Launceston,Monds and Aftleck,
combined in 1918 and then considerablyupgradedtheir mill in the 1920s (see 9. I . I 5)
Ritchie's was able to continue.althoughby 1933its sack capacity(the numberof sacksof
flour per hour it was capableof producing)was only four comparedwith Monds and
Atfleck's 15 and Gibson's 26V2in Hobart. In 1913 the mill was largely destroyedby lire,
although the rebuild was able to re-uscthe large oregon beamstrom the old mill. In 1962
new machinerywas orderedtrom the United Kingdom at a cost of f 10 000; iust a lew years
previouslythe steelrollers which had been installedin 1890 were said to he still working
pertectly.In 1973the mill, which by thcn had little custom,was boughtby Mclnds& Affleck
to torestall a competitoracquiringit and it closed on I January 1974, althoughthe silos
continuedto be used for a time. There had been a working mill on the site for 137 years,
making it the longestoperatingmill site of any in the state.'r
Many of the mill buildings remain, including the early I 840s brick house. Much
unsympathetictreatment of the fabric of the buildings has occumed. but the site is
neverthelessof considerableinterest,particularlywith the historic silos. The dam still exists
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in the river along with the masonrychutesleading trom it, while the metal bracketswhich
supportedthe chutes along the side of the Gorge can still be seen in placcs. The site's
associationwith some of Tasmania'sbest-knownmillers, including the innovativeRitchie
family, addsto its signiticance.

9.1.7Treadmill
The building of the Launcestontreadmill in BathurstStreetbeganin 1835 (accordingto
Norman using the treadwheelfrom the old Hobart Town treadmill-see 2.6), and it is shown
on Smythe'smap of that year betweenPatersonand BrisbaneStreetsand dircctly opposite
the gaol. Howeverin 1837 the Cornw,allChroniclewas complainingthat no work had been
done on the half-finishedbuilding for two years and even in Septembcrltt3tt. when the
had beenappointedtor somemonths,no grinding
buildingwas finishedand a superintendent
was being done. The reasongiven for this was that it had to be authorisedhy an Act of
Council as the Police Act allowed oftendersto be punishedon a treadmill only if it was
within the walls of a penitentiary.It was certainlyoperationalby July 1839as an inquestwas
held into the death of James Lovett who died at the treadmill; witnessesincluded the
millwright BenjaminLucasand the miller RichardPurcell.*'
The treadmill continued in operation tor about tlfteen years, providing l1our tbr the various
penal establishments. Ernest Whittield was taken to see it as a young boy and thc experience
left an indelible memory on him:
It would accommodate18 men, and was not minded much when there were only a few
on, but when it came to the ful1 complement,it got rather too lively, and. as the nen
said, "you had to step it pretty sharp if you did not want your leg broken or shins
barked." The punishmentwas supposedto be of eighteenminutes duration, but it was
not always so. A bell rang every minute, and was the signal fbr the end man to get off
the ntachine, and the 17 remaining to move along, and make roonr fbr another, so that
the man who happenedto be at the right hand end only did a minute on the ntill, the
the treadntill as "A
secondtwo minutes, and so on.... An old hand has well descrribed
never ending staircase,you go up it step by step all day long and never reach the
chamberdoor."
About 1854 the decision was made to discontinue its use and the room was uscd tor stabling

the horsesof the mountedpolic'e.In 1858the millwrights Blackburn,Jackson& Co. offered
for sale the whole of the machinery,including one pair of fbur f-eetFrench hun's, two pairs
Derby stones,one of which was four l'eetand one three teet, a complete dtessingmachine
and four water wheel shatls,16 inches[40cm] squareand 16 teet [4.9m1long. In 1867 the
building was convertedto a policeotfice anrlby 1909Buttonwas calling tor its demolition."

9.1.8 Griffiths' Bridge Mill
By 1840 all the Launcestonwindmills had ceasedworking, and the only watermills in
operation in the vicinity were the two at Corra Linn and the Cataract Gorge. It is not
surprising,therefore,that moveswere madeto establishsomecompetitionby the building of
a steammilt. It was the partnershipof Gaunt and Ravenwhich was the tlrst in thc tleld. This
'For

a detaileddescriptionof the remainingbuildings, seeAustral Archaeology,ConservationPlan: Ritchie.s
Mill Historic Site, DELM, Dec 1997.
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was Dr Mathias Gaunt who had alreadybuilt a steammill at Windermere(see9 .4). In July
1840 the partnersbought a block of land adjoining the wharf, intenclingto erect "extensive
steamflour mills", accordingto the CornvvallChronicle,"themachineryfor which is ordered
from home, and expectedto arrive shortly...." Although the four-storeymill building was
erectedon Sydney Place, betweenWilliam Street and the North Esk, the machinery was
neverinstalled.However,the building did havea tlour-milling connection,as it was almost
certainlyusedas a storefor the HardenMill (see9. l.lz).^t
With Gaunt & Raven's plans abortedthe field was lell open tor John Grittlths, the son of
JonathanGriffiths who aller arriving as a convict had becomeone of Sydney's shipbuilders
and traders.The father had arrived in Van Diemen'sLanclwith three of his sonsrn 1822 and
been very active; amongstother things he had built the Tamar Streetbridge over the North
Esk, completingit in 1833.His secondson, John, was even more enterprising,erectinga
wharf on the North Esk just downstreamof the bridge, engagingin whaling, sealingand
trading,and building such well-known shipsas the Hertry, the Resolutionand the William.
Pethapsit was the initial move of Gaunt & Raven which persuadedGritllths to enter the
flour-milling industry;their building was erectedquite closeto his own block o1'landon the
other side of SydneyPlaceand it is possiblethat he boughttheir machineryto install in his
new brick mill. The mill was built on his wharf, thus facilitating the export of llour. In April
1841 the Hobart Tov,rt Courier announcedthat "[t]he steam mill, which has just been
completedlor Mr John Grifllths at his wharl near the bridge, commencedoperationson
Saturdaymorning.The machinerywas fbund to work excellently."ou
Unf ortunatelyGriffiths was caughtup in the llnancialdilflcultiesof the early 1840s;despite
attempts to increasebusinessby offering to store wheat lrec of charge provided it was
intendedtor shipmentin one of his vesscls,he f inally becameinsolvent.In 1843at a meeting
of his creditorsthe total amountof debtsprovedwas f7128; althoughtollowing thc sale of
assetscreditorswere eventuallypaid two shillingsand twopencehalfpennyin the pound, this
was only lIVo of the debt. Grilflths moved to Port Fairy in September1t143,intendingto
residethere permanentlyand taking with him the materialsof a windmill. Atthough it is not
known whetherthis mill was built, within two yearshe had built a steammill anclso in either
casehe was the initiator of tlour mills in the Port Fairy area.In the late 1tt40sthis amazingly
active man returnedto Launceston,reopeninghis shipyardand building the Tamar Brewery
in 1851 with his son-in-law John Scott. In 1863 he moveclon to Port Sorell and there
founded a shipbuilding industry which was carried on by his clescendants
through the
twentiethcentury.Hecliedin 1881.0'
Meanwhile,the Bridge Mills were rentedby John Guillan in late 1843 tollowing his own
tinancialdisasterat the SupplyMills (see9.3).His apprenticeMonds went with him and later
wrotc:
We remainedhereonly for twelvemonths,for althoughthe llour mill wasup to datein
machinery,with elevatorsand otherlabour-saving
appliances,
the steam-engine
was a
very old-fashioned
one andthe boiler also,and as a consequence
the costof pt-rwerwas
too great;the boiler consumed
too muchfuel. andthe enginedid not properlyutilize
whatsteamwasmade;sothatwe couldnot competewith thewatermills.
Guillan moved on to rebuildthe Corra Linn mill (see9.1.3) anclthe Bridee Mills wele silent
for a time.o'
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The mills had been offered for sale in September1843, and then the whole of Gritflths'
wharf propertyof over an acre was put up for auctionon New Year's Day 1846, together
with the steammill worked by an eight horse-powerenginedriving two pairs of stones.It is
not known if the propertychangedhandson eitheroccasion.In 1851it was finally sold to the
wealthy merchantfirm of Thompson& Co. who employedthe millwright John Guillan,
recentlyforcedto leavethe Corra Linn mill (see9.1.3),to upgradethe mill. Thoy may have
beeninducedto do so by the newly-breakingnews of gold on the other side of BassStrait.
The firm of Easby& Robertsonbuilt a new 26 horse-powerengineand boiler, a third pair of
stoneswas added and the mill was reopenedunder the name of the Tamar Steam Mill.
the employmentof his one-timeapprentices,
ThomasMonds and
Guillan had recommended
JamesSmith, with the latter as tirst applicantbeing appointedforemanalthoughthey were on
the same wages.Soon afterwardsSmith went to the Ballarat gold diggings and William
Titley (previouslymiller at the new WaterlooMill and Nichols' windmill at Rokehy-see
2.2.2 & 6.I.2)becamethe new toreman.Monds was later to marry Mrs Titley's sisterand he
went to the Forth River to make money selling palingsto Victoria betoregoing to work at
Button's CataractHill mill (see9,1.11).Titley left the Bridge Mills in 1857 to become
managerof the SupplyMills (see9.3).'"
By the end of the decadethe tirm of Thompson& Co. was in trouble;it is possihlethat they
had over'-committed
in the headydaysof the early 1tt50s.In 1859,havingmoved
themselves
out, they oftered for sale the 3-storeybrick mill and thc adioining 2-storeybrick store,both
rootedwith corrugatediron, a largewoodenstore,a 3-storeyhouseand variousclutbuildings.
The property was subjectto a mortgageof f6000 with the LauncestonSavingsBank and in
l86l it was the mortgagees
who againunsuccesstully
ofteredit tor sale.JohnThompsonthen
ottered the premisesfor leasein the early 1860s,without success.At this stagethe local
economywas stagnantand therewere two new mills to add to the competition(see9.9. and
9.1.12).ln 1868 the Launceston& WesternRailway leasedthe area and used it as a store
yard; in 1872 Thomas Hogarth leasedthe oltlces, storesand mill. Finally in 1874 local
W. Hart and W.B. Dean boughtthe entire propertytor f2tl50, evidently with
businessmen
some plans for once again operatingthe mill, but it was never worked again.Much of the
area was leasedto the Mt Bischoff Company lor tin smelting, although some of the stores
continuedto be leasedby Thomas Hogarth.Presumablythe mill building was eventually
taken over by the smeltersand becamepart of their operation;it was still standingwhen H.J.
King took his aerialphotosof Launcestonin l92I-2."'

9.1.9St Leonards mill
In 1845a new watermill nearLauncestonbeganworking. It is possiblethat the Bridge Mills
had shown the need for more mills in the area,and as the mill at Corra Linn was obviously
on its last legs (see 9.1.3), anothermill in the fertile Paterson'sPlains area would have
seemedcalled for. The positionchosen,at what was calledClark's Ford, was also closerto
town than the more remote Corra Linn. The mill was built by John Henry Tucker, a
millwright trom Yorkshire who had arrived at the Swan River settlementin 1829 and like
Coulstock (see 9. 1. 1 & 9. I .3) had soon left that struggling settlementand come to
Launceston,in 1831,to work at his trade.However,it appearsthat the initiator of the mill
was FrederickWalford; in December1843he was given the right to build a dam on the river
and he owned the land on which the mill was built. It is likely that he merely employed
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Tucker,andthat he was the authorof the advertisement
in the Contw,cill
Chronicletn June
1845:
North Esk Mill. The Inhabitantsof Patterson's(sic) Plains and the Vicinity, are
respectfullyinformed,that the aboveMill, beingnow completed,and in full operation,
all grain sent for grinding and dressing,will be executedwith despatchand care.
perbushel."
Grindinganddressing,
ninepence
Justone month later,however,Walford sold the propertyto Tucker tor €3(X).This low sum
probablyindicatesthat Walford owed Tucker a considerable
amountof money in wagesand
the selling of the mill was one way of liquidating the debt. Tucker himself was advertising
for the mill in 1846,but in February 1ti48 RichardWarren announcedthat he had taken the
mill and was grinding on the usual terms. Warren was certainly there a year later and
probably up until L852 when the mill and the right to build a dam "not exceedinga breadth
[of] a teet from the bottom of the...river"was conveyedtrom Warrento Tucker.This would
indicate that for a short time Warren had owned the mill, not iust leased it, but no
conveyancefrom Tucker to Warren hasbeenfound.t'
Tucker continuedwith his millwrighting and by January1852GeorgeYates,recentlyo[ the
CataractMill (see9.1.6),was in possession.
He had chosena good time to rcnt thc mill, with
the high demand from the Victorian goldtields. At the end of 1tt52 the Quaker tourist
FrederickMackie visited Yates.an erstwhileQuaker,and wrote in his diary:
Milling just now is so profitablea businessthat he is clearingno lessthan f 100per
(sic)Plains,wherethe sclilis
week.His mill is situatedin a pleasantvalley,Pattersons
goodandthecropsmorepromisingthanin mostplacesthatwe haveseen.
So profitablewas the mill that in May 1853Yatescalledtendersfor a new water wheel,nine
teet [2.7m] wide and 20 teet [6.Im] in diameter,along with a new shatt and new chutesto
take the water to and lrom the wheel, He was still advertisingin August, so it is possiblethe
new wheelwas not built. Also in May he tollowedButton(see9.1.11)and assurcdthe public
that he was not using (inferior) American flour and his tlour was "the produce of sound
merchantableTasmanianwheat only." By September1854 Yateshad leti the mill and the
following year he was insolvent.A final dividendof four and a half pencein the pound was
paid to his creditors,or lessthan ZVo.He movedto HagleyHouselor a time and had plansto
build a watermill at Northwood,near Deloraine.He was to turn up in one more mill (see
9.1.10)betoreleavingthe colonyfor good."
A newly-arrivedScot, JamesColquhoun,who had made money in the Calitornian gold
rushes,took a ten-yearleaseof the mill, beginningin September1854, and also had the
North Esk Mill Stores at the corner of York and Charles Streetsfor supplying the town
requirements.Unfortunatelyhe too becameinsolvent and was imprisonedfor attemptingto
defraudhis creditorsby concealingsomeof his money.Meanwhilethe mill at Clarke'sFord
was rebuilt by Tucker and reopened,as the New Mills, in May 1857 by John F. Fletcher,
probablythe son of Thomasof the Lake Mills (see I1.6). Soon atlerwardsFletcher.joined
with Tucker and the owner and lesseeof the Albion Mill at Corra Linn to petition the
Launcestonaldermenaboutthe new watersupplyfor Launceston:
The Petition...respectfully
Showeth.That Petitionersare interestedin Mills on the
"North Esk" Riverwhichhavebeenerectedat greatcost.
That the "North Esk" River derivesits principal supply of Water fiom the "Saint
Patrick's"River.whichis theMain Stream.
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That any large quantityof Water withdrawn from the "Saint Patrick's" River would most
materially and Seriouslyinjure the interestsof Your Petitioncrs,by lowering the level of
the River, to which the Mills havebeenerectedand the Mill-race and wheelsadjusted.
That during severalmonths of the year the supply of Water at the proper level is hardly
sufficient for the Mill purposesrequiredby them.
Your Petitioners therefbre respectfully pray,,that no larger quantity of Water nray be
withdrawn from the "Saint Patrick's" River than will be absolutelyrequisiteto supply
the inhabitantsof Launcestonand the till the main Pipes fall punctuationas written in
originall.
The petition was signed by John Tucker and John Fletcher; James Walbourn, William
Walbourn. and T. Ronald Gunn of the Albion Mill; and W. Wharton and Alex Rose,
landowners in the vicinity. It was received and read, but not discussed.It is hard to know
exactly what response could be expected, even though they c-ertainly had reason to be
worried.t'
In February 1858 Tucker advertised that the mill with three pairs of French burrs was again

for lease.David Ritchieof the SconeMills at Perth(see10.2.3)leasedthem tbr a period,but
by 1860Tucker was working the mill himself in partnershipwith one Bushby,However,he
too ran into problems,with the partnershipbecoming insolvent in 1861. Tucker's son,
Francis,leasedthe mills from 1863 till 1865 when he turned to auctioneering,then John
Gaunt (son of Mathias+ee 9.4) and J. Kirkwood had the mills in 1866 betore their
partnershipwas dissolvedat the end of the year and Kirkwocld carried on alone lor a 1-ew
months.t-t
The mill, which from now on was called by its old name of the North Esk Mill, was
occasionallyvacant over the next tew years, and then in 1874 Roben Taylor becamethe
lessee.In March 1875he announcedthat the mill had beenthoroughlyrepairedand supplied
with a new waterwheel and a flrst-classsilk dressingmachine.He went on:
For the convenience
clf town, I have
of settlerson the Tamarandin the neighbourhood
grists.All grists
with Mr. F.C.H.Dean,Patterson-street
arranged
tclreceiveor exchange
left at his storewill be punctuallyandcarefullyattendcd
to. Gristreceivedanddelivered
to St LeonardsStationfreeof additionalcharge.
The availability of train transpoftprobably made a big difterenceto the protitability of the
mill and gave it a competitiveedgeover the Albion Mill. Unfortunatelytherewere still more
troublesin store,as in Junethe three-storeymill was guttedby l1re.Somellour and bran was
but 800 bushelsof'grain as well as all the machinerywas lost. It was
savedby passers-by,
postulatedthat the causeof the fire was the overheatingof the smut machinewhich set tire to
someof the highly intlammablematerialin the mill. Tucker was not insuredand the f300 he
had recentlyspentimproving the machineryhad beenmoney wasted,a fact made worse by
the lact that Tucker was nearly blind and relied on the rent from the mill. (He later had a
cataractoperationin Melbournewhich restoredhis sight.)The mill must havc beenrebuilt as
Robert Taylor continued as occupier until at least 1882. According to the Mills and
ManufacturingReturnsthe mill stoppedworking about 1891.In 1880Tucker had died; his
The
obituary said he had "enjoyedthe respectand esteemof a wide circle of acquainLances."
mill passedto his daughterAnnie and her husbandJohn Clemons,and they later lived thcre
and renamedthe property "The Willows". The mill building was still in cxistoncewhen it
was photographedfor the Weekl,yCourier tn 1927,but when it was sold in 1937 thcre was
only a "mili site""tu
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Remains of the mill could still be seen in 1960 on the southem bank of the North Esk
Prospectl5909tl), but even
betweenthe river and JohnstonRoad (approximatemap ret-erence
thosehave now gone with changesof the road alignmentin JohnstonRoad. However, the
dam acrossthe river is still visible as it forms the popularswimminghole at the St Leonards
PicnicGround."

9.1.10LauncestonSteam Mill, Wellington Street
Following the lengthy closureof the Bridge Mills trom late 1844 (see9.1.8) there was no
steammill in the town for sometime until in 1848EdwardHarpur took up the challenge.In
October 1848 he advertisedthat the LauncestonSteamMills would begin operatingin the
tollowing week. It has not beendeterminedwhetherhe used an already-existinghuilding, in
1847 he advertisedfor wheat to be delivered to the "Australian Mills' store, opposite the
'Scottish
Chief', Wellington-street",
and it was possiblythis building which bocamethe flour
mill. The mill was in Canning Streetiust behind a houseon the north-westcorner of the
intersectionof WellingtonStreet.It is alsopossiblethat ThomasCox, the ownerin 1852,was
the proprietorand Harpursimply the lessee.'n
Whateverthe case,Harpur was somethingof an entrepreneur.In DecemberI tt48 he inserted
a lengthy advertisementin the LauncestonExantiner which, as well as specilying rates of
ninepencea bushelfor grinding,dressingand either smuttingor separatingthe wheat, gave
considerabledetailsof his smuttingand cleaningmachines<)ne was a Southworth'sPatent
Smutter-and encouragedall settlersto clean their grain belore export or storage.He further
announcedprizes tor the best oats and that he was going to make oatmeal (the first in the
went on:
colony to do so).The advertisement
Importersof oatmealwill pleasetakenoticethatassoonasnewoatscometo market,the
publicwill be suppliedwith bestcolonialoatmealat half thepriceusuallychargedby the
and shouldthe consumption
be sufflcientin this, and the neighbouring
shopkeepers,
colonies.to warranta fractionalprofit on the article.it will be further reduccd.The
proprietordoesnot look so muchfor profit. asto the introductionclf a whulesomearticle
of ltlod into general usc.to

Harpur was still at the mill in October 185I when he introducedbark grinding on the
premises.However, it is quite possiblethat the reopeningof the Bridge Mills (see9.1.8)
createdtoo much competition:a few monthslater the un-namedproprietoroltbred for sale
his interestin the brick houseand store,held undera 2l-year leaseat the low rent of f52 per
annum(which would indicateit was the lesseewho was selling).
The machineryconsists[ranthe advertisement]
of two high pressuresteamengines,one
of six and the other of twelve horsepower,with boilers.&c., for each;two pairs
with shafting,&c., for two additionalpairsif required;threesetst-ll-elevators,
millstones,
40 feet high each; one patentvertical smuttingmachine,one horizontalsmutting
machine,one flour dressingmachine,oneLondonmadeseparator,
one shellingduster,
patent
groat
machine,one set wheat
one oatmealsifting machine.with 8-frames.one
fans,andonesetof shellingfans....
The machinery would be sold cheaply although erectcd at considerablecxpense,and the
premisesincludeda kiln for drying oatsand othergrain.The mill was in communicationwith
the tiont part of the premisesby meansof boardedtruckways.and the situationwas laudedas
all grain from the interior had to pass the door. Towards the end of 1852 Thomas Cox
advertised"To Millers and others,My Miller Having Bolted" an eight horse-powerengine
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and one pair of millstones.It is possibleCox had boughtthe mill from Harpur, or perhaps
Harpur was the bolting miller. The latter is not heardof again.u"
It is not known if the mill continuedworking in the next tew years.In 1857 the peripatetic
and by now insolventGeorgeYates,previously of the Cataractand Supply Mills and more
recently of the St Leonardsmill (see 9.1.6, 9.1.9 & 9.3), announcedhe had taken the
Wellington Street Steam Saw Mills and the Wellington Steam Mills, had carricd out
improvementsto the machineryand that they were now in operation.He was still there in
August when he offered to help the Council repair a puddle in Canning Street oppositethe
mill gateway,but he is not heardof againand is not mentionedin the ValuationRolls. It is
probablyaboutthis time that he left the colony (seeButton's assessment
of Yatesin 9.1.6).
The building is unlikely to haveworked as a mill again;by 1861its annualvalue was given
as f75, down from f 150 just two yearsearlier.In 1865 it was bought by John Cartledge,
Monds'friend and one who who was involvedin milling lrom time to time (sec9.1.3 and
9.3), but it is never referredto as a mill in the ValuationRolls, althoughin 1889Cartledge
and his son were chaft-cuttingin the premises.u'
The brick mill building has survived at 60 Canning Street and is now used by Sims
Bodyworks.As the earliestmill survivingin Launcestonand one of the few surviving steam
mills still extantin the state.this sitehasconsiderable
sisniticance.

9.1.11Button's Cataract Hill mill
It was possiblythe temporaryclosurein 1852of the WellingtonStreetmill which prompted
Thomas Button to go in for milling. He had arrived in Van Dicmen'sLand per Forth to
CircularHeadin 1833with his brotherWilliam, a t-lourmiller who had lost everythingwhen
his windmill in Sudbury which he had just upgradedwas destroycdin a stotm. When
William had then decidedto emigrate,Thomasdecidedto accompanyhim even though his
own tanningbusinesswas doing well. Without enoughcapitalto begin a mill William chose
a career as a brewer, eventually leasing Barnes' brewery in PatersonStreet when Barnes
retired. Thomas meanwhile establishedthe Cataract Hill Tannery on land he owned in
Margaret StreetbetweenElizabethand Frederickstreets.It is likely that word of the good
protits to be madefrom sendingtlour to the goldtleldspromptedhim to build a mill on his
land, no doubt with good advice from William. He bought his milling machinery lrom
Barnardof Landfall who had built a mill on his propertybut was forced to give up the idea of
milling when he could not make his dams leakproof(see9.5). In Novemher 1852 Button
advertisedtor a miller, and in January1853 announcedthat the 4-storeymill was in tull
operation,u'
A f'ew months later he vigorously def'endedhimself againstchargeslevied againsthim by
William LushingtonGoodwin in the Cornwall Chronicle, Lhat
that irascible newspaperman,
he had sold inferior American t-lour.Apart trom sayinghe had never sold American llour, he
madeanotherpertinentpoint:
clnanyonentiller.and
...sincetheopeningof my mill thepublichasnot beendependent
thus the householdergetshis two or threebushelsgrclundat 2 shillings insteadof -5
in price30 per cent....In consequence
shillingsper bushel,althoughfuel hasincreased
with Buttort's
in
wheat
flour
narrow-minded
and
are much displeased
dealers
some
ntill"u'
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In 1854he met ThomasMonds at the Forth and offeredhim the iob of miller f or flve pounds
a week,which Monds accepted,
but in AugustButtonannouncedhe was "decliningbusiness"
and would auctionhis entire property.The mill had threepair Frenchburrs, a patentdressing
machine, smutting machine and sack hoisting tackle. The 1I horse-powerhigh pressure
enginewas powerful enoughto work two pairs of four-t-eetstonesand the smutting machine
at the sametime. It seemsthe mill was not sold at the auctionin February I tl55 as it was still
in Button's handswhen a fire broke out in the top lloor very early on Sunday 14 April,
possiblycausedby a sparktrom the night miller's lamp. Once the shinglcswcre alight the
fire engineswere unableto stop the fire as water was not as yet laid on to the town, and the
fire destroyedall of the upperpart of the building, most of the machineryand a large amount
of wheat.The lossesButton sustainedinducedhim to retire trom the Municipal Council in
May-*
He did not restartthe mill. Monds, who had almostrcachedthe end of his term there.became
a builderfor someyears,while Buttoncontinuedas a tanner.Althoughhis estatein Margaret
Streetwas put up for auctionin 1857by orderof-the moftgagees,
it evidentlydid not sell. In
1859Button announcedthat he had repairedthe mill building and it could now be usedtor
storageof grain, potatoes,etc. By 1862the propertywas owned by the brewerJohn Fawns.
The building at I l-17 Margaret Streetcan be seenin a seriesof Spurling panoramastaken
liom Bourke Street later in the century, and it is not known when it was tlnally pulled
down.ut

9.1,12Harden Mill. Distillerv Creek
The LauncestonCorporation'sschemein the 1850sfor supplyingLauncestonwith water by
diverting the St Patrick's River into Distillery Creek may have worried millers on the North
Esk who t-eareda loss of water (see9.1.9),but it was of greatbenetit to at least one other
person. James Scott had been a surveyor for 20 years belore the hardshipshe endured
through exposurein the bush causedhim to retire trom governmentsllrveying.However, he
had graduallyacquireda considerableproperty,including Harden on the southernside of
Distillery Creek.The water that was allowed to run to wasteover the top of the Corporation
dam built up the supply of water in the creeksutficientlyto enableScott to build a mill on
his property.He had leasedthe Perthmill in the 1830s(see10.2.1)and would haveseenthe
prolits millers were making during this decade.uu
Scott's plansevidentlytook a little longer than he expectedto come to truition. The water
schemewas openedin October 1857 and a metal plaquetrom the mill says "JamesScott
Harden Mill 1857", but the mill was still being built in January 1858 when Scott called
tenderslor leasingit. His advertisement
containsconsiderable
detail.The mill was:
...distant2Vzmiles[4k] from theWharfin Launceston
try a levelrclad;or the ownerwill
opena canalto admit a20 or 30 ton boateachtide frc-lmthe North Esk river to within 20
feet [6ml of the mill. by tenderinghigherfbr suchcanal,if required,duringthe lease.
Thesituationfor marketor shippingis unexceptionable.
Themill is of four floors,27by
24 feet[8m by 7m], cottageof six rooms,fbur-stallstable,all of stoneand slated.six
acres[2.4 hectares]of good land t-enced
in. The mac-hinery.
threepairs Frcnclrstones,
with extrarunnerfspareuppermillstone],but roon fc-rr
five pairsof stones,high breast
water-wheel24
feet[7ml diameter"
5 feet[.5m] broad,with abundance
of watcr.patcnt
two setselevators,
wormcreeper,
hoistingtac.kle,
dressingmachine,smutter"
&c., areall
of the latestimprovements,
so asto savethe labourof abouttwclmenin ordinarymills.
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Expectedto be fit for work sometime in Marchnext.To anyonedesirousclf carryingon
milling extensivelyin connectionwith the Melbourneand Sydneymarkets.such an
opportunityseldontoffers.
But March came and went and the mill was still not working, as Scott had to wait for the
millstonesto arrive on the Northem Light in May. Evcn then the mill was not leased;Scott
was still looking for a lesseein November.u'
It was not until February1859 that two millers, JamesCables(later to build his own mill
near Sheffield-*ee 12.8.1)and one Paterson,were able to advertisethat the mill was tlnally
working, with grist costing ninepencea bushel.Twelve months later they were replacedby
JamesRowe and Edward Johnstonewho in August were selling f-lourat both wholesaleand
retail prices from the Harden Mill Storeson the corner of York and Wellington Streets.By
the end of 1861they too had departed,with Gaunt& Son trom Windermerctaking over (see
the "son" in the previoustirm) and C.T. Cowle signeda
9.4).In 1863E. Gaunt(presumably
tive-yearlease,operatingthe mill as Gaunt& Co. One of their employeeswas Rohen Taylor
and he evidentlytook over the mill in 1868as in that yearhe was advertisingin his name.He
was also living proof of thepropensityof peopleof his tradeto imhihe,as in 1t366when on a
trip with the mill's workersto the circusin town, he had left the Royal Oak Inn intoxicated
he had tallen to the groundand brokentwo ribs.
and when his saddlehad becomeuntastened
Taylor stayedat the mill until at least 1812and then moved on in 1874to thc St Leonards
mill (see9.1.9).u'
While Gaunt & Co. were still at the mill, they ran into the problem which could besetthe
HardenMill periodically.In 1866the Council shutthe waterotf at the tunnel(which brought
the water trom St Patrick's River to Distillery Creek) in order to conduct rcpairs for the
town's water supplyand this naturallyled to the mill beingstopped.The llrm sentan urgent
letter in protestaskinglor somethingto be donebut the Mayor, Adye Douglas.repliedquite
rightly that the overtlow trom the dam "being an accidentalcircumstance"the Council was
meetingthe lollowing day to considerthe matter,the
not at fault. At a specially-convened
Town Clerk read a deed from Scott acknowledgingthat he had no legal right to the water,
atter which the Council went into committeeto discusswhat could be done to help the
strickenmill. Nothing has been found to indicateif an immediatesolution was tound, but
certainly the mill would have beenable to start oncethe repairswere complete.Interestingly,
the sameproblem surfacedwith the WaverleyWoollen Mills (which was lutther upstream)in
1933,with the sameresultthat the Council was absolvedtrom responsibility.A few months
after the 1866 difficulty, Scott as Mayor presidedover a new arrangementby which
manufacturersand other large consumersof water had to cnter into a contract with the
Council in order to be suppliedwith more water than a purely domesticconsumerwould
have used.This would not, however,have had any bearingon the operationsol' the Harden
Mil1.un
During the 1870s the mill had several new lessees,including Isaac Dawe and Thomas
Marshal,then following a few yearswhen it was vacantit was leasedfor much clf the 1880s
by William B. Deanjnr. In 1884 JamesSoctt died and, althoughthe Harden farm and the
woollen mills (leasedto PeterBulman) were letl to his son Walter. the t-lourmill and nearby
fellmongery were left to the trusteesto sell as they saw tit. with the proceedsttl be divided
amongall his children.By 1890RobertTaylor was back at Hardenand enquiringabout the
cosr of buying rollers at the time that David Ritchie was installing his at the CataractMill
(see9.1.6)"The minimum cost of'f1300 put him otf for the time being,br"rtin Octoberhe
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was againinterestedin tlnding out about rollers lor small mills like his. However, it was letl
to the firm of Rankin & Chandler which was at the mill by 1893 to finally install the
Cornelius Roller system.By that time the cost of similar machinery to that mentionedin
Taylor's initial enquirywas f671. Althoughthe quotationdid not includeinstallation,unlike
the earlier one, this was still quite a drop in price fiom threeyearsearlier,probably the result
of the depressionas well as the inevitabledrop in pricesas more rollers were sold."'
In May 1899the mill was sold to RobertHogarthof the woollen mills. Accrlrdingto a writer
in 1928,the mill had beenonc of the main tlour mills of Tasmania,
in one of the newspapers
grinding 60-70 tons a week, but "twenty yearsago, when Mr Hogarthworkcd it" the average
outputwas only 15-20tons.Accordingto the respectiveeditionsof the Post O.fficeDirectory
the mill was working in 1894-5but not in 1900.Certainlyit had stoppedworking by 1905,
after which the mill building was usedby the woollen mills as a store for woollen machine
wastes,which were used during the First World War to make cheap blankets.In 1928 the
writer just quoted describedin poetic terms the building which by then had thistlesgrowing
out of the brickwork, and thc spacebehind the mill which tor two generationshad been a
picnic ground for the youth of Launcestonbut was now c-overedwith briar, blackbeny and
suggestionthat enterprisingcooks should
bush.He made the surprisinglymodern-sounding
convertthe mill to a tea room and make a lot of money,but the suggestionwas not takenup
for its bricks.''
and in 1932the mill was dismantlecl
The mill had been to the east of RavenswoodRoad and to the south of the creek
(approximatemap referenceLaunceston146130).Four of the millstoneswere still in the arca
in 1968,but earthworksconnectedwith new housesin the areahave now removedany sign
of the mill."

9.1..13Ritchie's Mill, St John Street
In 1870therewere four watermillsoperatingin the vicinity of Launceston,but a steammill
was soon to be added.At that stageDavid Ritchie had beenoperatingthe SconeMill at Perth
for someyears,but it appearsthat he was planningto move into Launcestonand so be closer
to the port and probablythe railway. But his plansto buy the CataractMill were thrown into
chaoswhen the SconeMill burnt down in February1870 (see9.1.6 & 10.2.3).This meant
that Ritchie had nowhereto mill, as he had lost so much money that he could no longer
afford to buy the CataractMill. However,by this time he had oltlces and a storein St John
Street.(By coincidencethat other well-known miller ThomasMonds had been born on the
exactspot.)Within a very shorttime Ritchiestartedconvertinghis storeto a mill, employing
W.H. Knight to make the machinery,The manufactureof oatmealcommencedin June 1U70
and silk-dressedllour a few weeks later. Two pairs of French burr stones and the other
beam enginewith a 15 t'eet[4.5m] t'ly-wheel
machinerywere driven by a 25-horse-power
toundations
to
savethe building trom shakingtoo much. This
which was tixed on separate
enginehad comefrom Hunter'ssteammill at Evandale.ByMay 1871Ritchie had addedthe
manufactureof pearl barleyto his enterprise."
It is not known if Ritchie continuedto make tlour in his St John Streetmill tollowing his
purchaseof the CataractMills in 1876,althoughit would seemunlikely. Certainlythe mill
was later used solely for the manufactureof oatmeal.In 1896 Ritchie added brick otfice
extensionsto the front of the mill and in 1899anothergrain storewas built next door. It is
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not known when the use of the beam enginewas replacedby electrlcity. Oatmealcontinued
to be madeat leastuntil the 1960s.The buildingwas takenover by Monds & Atlleck in I9l4
as part of its purchaseof the company(see9.1.6), and by 1976 it was boing used for the
manufactureof pies."
The building, much alteredover time, still remains.and in 1999 there was a sack trap and
part of a cockle cylinder usedfor the manufactureof oatmealon the top t-looras a reminder
of the building's past history. Its associationwith the Ritchie family adds to the site's
significance.

9.1.14Crown Mill
By the 1890smills aroundthe colony were closing down, so it might be consideredthat it
towardsthe
was not a good time to starta new mill. And yet one mill beganin Launcestcln
end of the decade,and another ten years later. In each case they were started by longmillers who had built their reputationson watermillsin nearbytowns.Both mills
established
with both buildings
were successfuland in 1918the ownersof the mills were to amalgamate,
mill was to be
Indeed
second
the
continuing in operationtor much of the twentiethcentury.
the basisof all tuture expansionby the new company,Monds & Attleck, and was the only
Tasmanianmill to be still working into the twenty-firstcentury.
The tact that they began in Launcestonhad much to do with the perceived necessityof
positioningmills close to ports now that lesswheat was being grown locally and more was
beingimported.This was particularlythe caseafterFederationin 1901.The locationnearthe
heartof a rail network also made thesemills able to competesuccesstullywith the smaller
country mills and thus give them the large throughput necessaryto iustify the high
tor new equipment.
capitalisationnecessary
The tirst to make the move was ThomasAttleck who for over twenty-tive years had milled
at Newry, near Longford, and had developedhis businessto the extent that it was one of the
with his son
largestmills in the colony (see10.1.3).Atthe beginningof 1897in partnership
Johnhe employedJ.& T. Gunn to build at 22-26CameronStreeta new four-stot'eybrick mill
with iron roof to the designof the architectWalter Conway. (This site also had once been
roller plant was suppliedhy T. Robinson
owned by ThomasMonds' father.)The seven-sack
power boiler and 25 horse power
10
horse
and Son of Rochdalewho also made the
compound engine. Machinery from Mather and Sons of Edinburgh was used tor the
manufactureof oatmealand rolled oats.Within a ycar or two the mill was turning out 80 tons
of t-lourand 15-18tonsof oatmeala week.The mill was initially managedby PercyReady,a
one-time apprenticeto William Rudge of the Latrobe Mills (see 12.5.2)and rccently head
night miller at Newry, althoughby November1898hc had gaineda positionin a Victorian
mill."
However, the ownersof the new mill found that moving into town brought troublesof its
own. At the end of 1897an injunctionwas soughtby the owner of the nearbybrick tefface
(almostcertainlyNabowlaHouse)to restrictthe mill's working hoursto botween6 a"m.and
10 p.m. as the sound of the machinerypreventedhis tenantssleeping.The iniunction was
granted:it is not known what the SupremeCourt later decided,hut in 1923 the mill was
running three shitts which would indicate late-night work. It is possihle lhat the noise
problemcombinedwith the loss of his Newry Mill in Deccmber1897 (see 10.1.3) to torce
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ThomasAffleck to an early grave:he died in May 1898.The mill, however,continuedto
operateunder the name of T. Affleck & Son. In 1900the mill was remodelledand extended
with the introductionof a Simon's tour-roller mill, while in 1906 the steam engine was
power electricmotor. So signiticantwas this latter seento be that a
replacedby a 1OO-horse
specialarticlewas devotedto it in theMiller's Joun'talo.fAustralia,which said in part:
The electricalpower is suppliedfrom the generatingstationof the Launceston
City
Council,andMr. W. Corin,city electricalengineer,
haspronounced
the undertaking
an
unqualifiedsuccess.
andwe takethe opportunityof congratulating
this enterprising
and
populartlrm on beingthe first in the Commonwealth
deservedly
to havean electricallydrivenrollerflour andoatmealmill.'"
In 1918 the firm amalgamatedwith T.W. Monds & Sons to lorm Monds & Attleck (see
9.1.15) and from then on the manufactureof f-lourwas confined largely to the Esplanade
mill, althoughwhen demandwas high someflour continuedto be made at the Crown Mill
and wheatmealusing millstoneswas still suppliedfrom there.The mill was mainly usedfor
the manufactureof rolled oats, oatmeal,pearl barley and split peas, supplying most of
Tasmania'srequirements.In additiondemandwas so high on the mainlandthat tn 1923there
were plans to double the mill's capacityand a new automaticWolworth kiln had recently
been installed.At least oatmealand split peaswere still being made into the 1970sand the
mill had also been used for storagewhen Monds & Attleck sold it to John Boer, Leigh
Myers,Glenn Smith and Lionel Morrell rn l9J7 ."
Much credit is due to the new ownerswho during the conversionof the mill to offices kept
much of the original machineryin place,including a Bodingtondust extractor,a Robinson
dust collector,a largecocklecylinderalmost4m long usedlor cleaninggrain, and two pairs
of grey or peak stoneslrom Derbyshire,still able to turn with iust a slight pressure.One pair
is 54 inchesand the other 48 inchesin diameter.The building also still containsthe kiln on
the ground tloor, used principally for oats,and still connectedwith the chimney which has,
however,beenreducedin height by a lightning strike.Despiteits relativelyyoung age,this
exampleof a purpose-builtroller mill with someof its auxiliarymachineryremainingin-situ
has some significance,which is addedto by its associationwith the well-known Attleck
tamily.t'

9.1.15Monds' Mill. later Monds & Affleck
ThomasMonds,or at leastthe firm now calledT.W.Monds& Sons,moved into Launceston
shortlyafterAffleck, in 1899.But initially they simply openeda storeunderthe management
of Charles(C.F.)Monds.with milling still carriedon only at the Carrick mill (see II.7.l). by
now under the managementof Albert (A.W.) Monds. The store on the corner of Lower
George(now Shields)and William Streetshad beenbuilt by ThomasMonds in 1882-3but
had beenlet to othersuntil the llrm could seea needfor a businessin Launceston.Following
Federationin 1901 it becameclear the the firm neededa mill at a port to handle imported
wheat, and in 1908 the firm convertedan old store on the corner of the Esplanadeand
ShieldsStreetto a roller mill, drivenby electricityand capableof turningout one ton of llour
an hour. The site, right on the wharf and close to the railways,was ideal. Carrick continued
to be usedlor a time, for the countrymilling.'n
to become
In 1918the two firms of T.W.Monds& Sonsand T. Aftleck & Son amalgamated
Monds & Affleck Pty Ltd. The story goes that a toss of the coin determinedthe order of
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names.From then on the old Monds' mill becamethe principal sourceof tlour tor the new
firm. The managerof Aflleck's at the time, Gordon Hughes,becameone of the directorsand
both his son Jim and grandsonTony were to becomedirectorsof Monds & Atlleck, while the
two Monds brothersAlbert and Charles,and later Albert's son, also Befi, were directorsas
well. along with Roley Affleck, so the tirm remainedvcry much a family enterprise.In 1922
1200 tons of flour tiom Tasmanianwheat was shipped overseas;this was economically
possiblebecauseof the recentintroductionof direct overseasshipping services.In 1923 the
mill was remodelled and the latest roller machinery lrom the tlrm ol' Henry Simons
(Australia) Ltd was installed. An tl0-horsepower electric motor provided the bulk of the
motive force for the mill, althoughan additional25 horse-powerwas available.As well, a
two-storey brick store was built next door by Hinman. Wright and Manser, and soon
afterwards a new frontage was added to the mill for ottice accommodation.The new
machineryraisedthe capacityof the mill by 50Voto 15 sacksper hour, thus making it almost
four times the size of the 4-sackRitchie'smill, althoughit was still smallerthan the tirm's
chief Tasmanianrival, Gibson'sin Hobart,which boasteda26t/z-sackcapacity(see9.I.6 &.
2.16).'u
The businesshasexpandedsince1923but the mill buildingshaveremainedlargelythe same.
In 1960 the tirm madc the movc to Hobart, building a new mill on SalamancaPlace (see
2.I9).In 1972the firm took over Gibson'sand trom then on all tlourmilling in the statewas
in the handsof one company.The Launcestonmill was retittedin 1953,with the additionof
anotherbreakroll and two reductionrolls as well as a secondplansitier,all Robinson's.This
increasedthe mill capacityby 507o,to 30 bagsan hour. In April 1993it was retjtted again,
removing the 1923 Simons rollers and replacing them with seven Robinson rollers (three
lrom Swan Hill, Victoria. The
reductionrolls and lour scratchrolls) acquiredsecond-hand
estimatedcapacityis now 40 bags or 4-4Vztons an hour, twice Gibson's capacitywhen it
closed.Two of the plansiftersremainedand a third cametrclm Gibson'sin Hobart.A major
reasonlor this refit was to make the mill pneumatic,replacingthe old bucket elevators.The
mill is now much cleaner,and the removalof most of the dark wood elevatorlcgs made the
mill somewhatnoisier but it is also lighter. However,somc of the 1923tittings are still in
use, including a Robinson cleaning machine. The provision of stock t'et:d is a major
componentof the businessnow and allows the mill to remainviable despitethe expenseof
having to import most of the wheat,and bulk handlingof both wheat and f-lourhas replaccd
the useof bags.''
In 1995 the firm of HMA Ltd (for Holyman Monds Aftleck) was taken over by the
Victorian-basedfirm, Pivot Nutrition, and the Managing Director Tony Hughes left, thus
removingthe last link with the old tamilieswho had run the businessfor so long. The NorthWesternFlour Mill at Devonporlhad beenclosedin 1996and when Pivot closedGibson'sin
Hobartrn 1997(see2.19)the old Monds& Affleck mill becamethe only operatingflour mill
in the state."

9.2 George Town - Government mill
Although therewas a small settlementat what was called Outer Cove trom the earliestyears,
the settlementof GeorgeTown really beganin 1811 when Govemor Macquadevisited the
area and determinedto move the principal settlementat Port Dalrymple from Launccston,
where the t'ertile land was and which tormed a natural market town for the surrounding
hinterland,to the place where the best port was, naming it GeorgeTown" Even then settlers
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were reluctant to make the move and little progresswas made until 1819 when Major
there.Initially the convicts used stcel mills to grind
Cimitiere finally made his headquarters
their corn. In 1820 such mills were at the hospitaland the gaol, the military had one, and
there were several others. The previous Superintendentof Public Works, W.E. Leith,
informed CommissionerBigge that to help the situation he had obtained "a pair of old
Barrstones"from Launceston,and when one of thesewas found to be uselesshe found a
suitablestoneat Middle Arm and put up a mill "that works now t18201with Iron craggs."
With four men it would grind one bushelan hour. Six men could use it at a time, but it was
so constantlyin use that it was frequentlyout of repair. It has been impossibleto determine
just what "barrstones"and "iron craggs"were, althoughthe former might conceivablybe an
abbreviationtor barleystones,an altemativenametor the grey stonetrom Derbyshire.t'
A mill of somekind was an obviousrequirementand planswere being madoin I ttl8 to build
that someexpert
Sorell,in suppoftingthis move, suggested
a windmill. Lieutenant-Governor
opinionshouldbe obtained:
moreparticularlynecessary
with respecrt
to Wind Mills, with whichso
This I considered
and in which so manyhavetailed....The
few personsin this Countryare conversant,
to pronouncewith
only peopleat Port Dalrymple.who I shouldconceivecclmpetent
respec'ting
thescite(sic)of a Wind Mill, arethetwo BrothersLucas.
accuracy
The two latter of coursehad the year beforebuilt a windmill in Launceston(see9. l.l). It is
not known if they were indeedconsulted.JamesSteale'swindmill provedto bc uselesswhen
sentto GeorgeTown and rebuilt (see9.1.2).By 1819a mill househad beenbuilt attachedto
the gaol, althoughthis may havebeenthe building which containcdthe hand mill mentioned
by Leith, and the windmill was being flnishedby ThomasRaberyin April 1ti20.Bigge was
told:
TheStorekeeper
usedto issueabout20 bushelsor so of wheatto the Miller tbr whichhe
was responsible,and so muchF'lourwas receivedin return,and I neverheardthat the
exhibitedin the Mill
miller wasDeficientin his Quantity.ThereareprintedRegulations
by whichhe is Guided.
This mill was built on what is still called Windmill Point quite close to what is now the
Esplanadeand not t-ar trom Cimitierc Street.(Bethell, probably through a misreadingof
Button who saysthat the mill was built on the point oppositeGardenIsland,saysthat the mill
was built on GardenIsland,and untoflunatelythis most impracticalidca has beenpicked up
by later writers.)'o
The mill's later history has beenconfused,largely due to Henry Button. According to his
accclunt,the mill was dismantledwhen the governmentheadquarterswere moved back to
and then rc-erectedin MargaretStreet(as
Launcestontollowing Bigge's recommendation,
the GovernmentWindmill+ee 9.1.4).However,therewas a windmill at GeorgeTown tor
anotherthirty yearsat least.Button himself goeson to say that "the mill has disappearedfor
nearly f1lly years" from Windmill Point; as he was writing in 1909 he himself knew that the
mill was still thereinto the 1850s.No explanationfor this hasbeenfouncl."
The mill is shown on the 1830JohnWelsh map,and in 1833it was mentionedas an aid to
navisationin the Tamar.In 1838the CommissariatOffice advertised:
Windmill at Georgetown to be let for one or more years as may be agreedupon. Notice
- Any person willing to rent the above mill on condition of grinding thc quantity of
Government wheat into 12 and 20 per cent flour, which may be required by the
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Commissariatat Georgetown, subjectto the mill regulationsof Hr-rbarttown and
Launceston,
will sendtenders....The mill to be kept in repairat the expenseof the
contractor.
The Mills andManufacturingReturnsshow the mill was last operationalin 1842.It is shown,
still labelledthe "GovernmentWindmill", on an April 1849map.Nothing further has been
found about its history. althouehMoore-Robinsonwrote in 1935 that its lbundationscould
still be seen.tu

9.3 Supply Mills
The Supply River is the best place on the Tamar River to build a watermill, providing a
never-failing stream,a good fall of water and an open spacefor the mill. Moreover, it is
accessibleby water, a most usetul attributein a new colony whereroadswere at the best poor
and otien non-existent.The river had almostcertainlybeendiscoveredby Bassand Flinders
in 1798,and definitelyin 1804by CaptainWilliam Collins of the Ladt,l,{elson.Collins took
on liesh waterat the site and gavethe river its name,while AdolarjusHumphrey(whosewite
Harriet later built a mill at Bushy Park-see 4.3) lett his mark in the way of all smaft young
men by carvinghis initialsin a rock nearthe baseof the falls.The carvingis still visible."
The disadvantageof the site was its distancefrom the early settlements,so it is perhapsnot
surprising that other places were initially favoured. On the other hand it was about
equidistanttrom GeorgeTown and Launceston,the two principal settlementson the river at
this time. So it was that in August 1825the surveyorWedgenotedin his diary that he "went
down to the Supply River, where Mr Charlton& Burrel havecommencedto build a Water
Mill for the purposeof grindingcorn tor exportation- a speculationwhich I think is likely to
answer."AlexanderCharltonwas a builderwho had arrivedin the colony in I 821 and seems
to have been the chief tigure; Burrel was possiblya miller. Determinedto supply tlour tor
export they sparedno expensein building a large stone and brick mill with its own wharf;
contemporaryaccountsstressthe extensivenature of the buildings. Angus Fergusonwas
employedas millwright to install the machinery.It is not known whetherhe was relatedto
PeterFergusonwho had beenthe millwright of severalmills in the south(see6.3.2 & 6. 1.I ).
Following the completionof the SupplyMills "entirelyto the satistactionof the Proprietor",
Angus movedto Launcestonand olferedto build any kind of watermillor make or repairany
machinery,but thereappearedto be little demandand in 1828he probablyleascdMcl-eod's
Perthmill (see10.2.1)."
The tirst tlour producedat the SupplyMills, in March 1826,was 1000tonsCharltonsupplied
to the Governmentbut it was not until May that the mill was openedfor generaloperations,
which led the Coloniul Times to praise efttsively "those two enterprisingColonists, Mr
Charlton and Mr Birrell (sic)". Burrell is not mentionedagain.The mills were capableof
producing 75 tons a week and in June the Supply Flour Warehousewas opened in
Launcestonby Charltonto augmentlocal custom,but plansfor exportingflour wele delayed
while seasonedtimber for caskswas procured.In Septemhera sawmill was plannedtor
cutting cask staves;the following month William Emmett, the largest expclrterlrom Port
Dalrympleand evidentlyinvolved in someway with the mill, senttor cooperstrom Sydney
and there were plans to employ more later in the year. Finally in Decemberthe schooner
Hunter sailedfor Sydneywith 1500bushelsof wheatand 15 tonsof t-lourtrom the mills, the
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bestflour sold for f 14 and secondclasstor f 11 and the Hobart Tow,nGaz.ettehemoanedthe
fact that Hobart Town was "so f ar behind".'n
Just two weekslater Charltonwas nearly ready to ship to the Ile de France250 tons of t-lour
"ground, bolted, and caskedat his mills" and over the courseof the next two months there
was news of severalshipsloadingor planningto load tlour from the Supply. But his plans
suftereda mortal blow in February1827 when someof the approximately10 m0 bushelsof
grain, intendedfor conversionto more tlour for the Ile de France,was propelled into the
river when the nerv building in which they were storedcollapsed.The Hobart Tow,nGazette
lamentedthe news:
We considerthis a publiccalamity,it will materiallycheckthe spiritof emulationwhich
hasmanifested
itselfat Launceston,
andmustbe a severelossto theproprietorof at least
f1500. The public spirit which Mr. Charltonmanif-ested
in buildingthe Mills will, we
are sure,be takeninto consideraticln
by the Government.at the presentnnnent, and
somematerialassistance
off-ered
at thistimeof need.'o
As it turned out only 3000 bushelswore lost, but with repairsto the building estimatedto
cost f 150 and evidentlyno governmentassistance
torthcoming,Charltonwas in trouble.The
granary was repairedand increasedin size to lour storeysand then Charlton, intending to
leavethe colony,offeredtor salethe mill property:
...with the whole of its Appurtenances,
consistingof tfuee Dwelling Houses,a
Blacksmith'sShop,from onethousand
to fifteenhundredFlourSacks;threeBoats.with
masts,oars and sails,complete.(oneof whic:his competentto carry 450 bushelsof
Wheat);Mill Bills. Corn Barrows,spareBolting,Wire Cloth. with everyrcquisitefor
carryingon sucha Concern.Also, about200Pigsof an improvedbreed,with Piggeries,
Troughs,&c.
The Mills...run two pair of tr-rurl-eetsix inch FrenchBurr Str-rnes.
with Smut and
WinnowingMachines;two BoltingMachines(onesevenfeetandthe otherfbur f'eetsix
incheslong),with hoistingTackle,Screens,
is 18
&c.... TheWaterWheel(anovershot)
feet [5.5m] in diameter,and 4 feet six inches[1.4m] wide; this, with the internal
machinery,
is allclwedby competent
Judgesto be superiorany (sic)thingclf the kind in
eitherthisor the SisterColclnv.
...For particularsand Termsof Payment.applyto J.T. Gellibrand,Esq,HobartTown;
William Emmett,Esq.Sydney;or on thePremises
to A. Charlton.
This latter detail was immediatelydisputed,with Thomas Williams, William Emmett and
Roben Campbell(the prominentSydneymerchant)claiming that Gellibrandhad no interest
in the property,the Launceston-based
Williams was the only one with the power of sale,
subjectto a claim by AlexanderStewaft.''
The mill did not sell and in June Emmett, probably the mortgagee, torced the
property-together with the weatherboardstore on the wharf in Launcestor-to auction
through the Sheriff's Olfice. Soon afterwards,Emmett le11the coloniesto return to England
with his two children but they were killed by pirates.When no purchaserfor the mills was
forthcoming,ThomasWilliams put theminto orderagainand,while still hopingtor someone
to either buy or leasethem, operatedthem himself.He ollered grinding ratesof tlfleen pence,
or eighteenpence for grinding and dressing,both to include conveyanceto and trom the
mills" Thesewerereasonablyhigh rates,grindingin HobartTown at aboutthe sametime cost
ninepence,while in 1tt29the Windmill Hill mill was chargingeightpence(see2.1 & 9"1).
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Finallyin September
1828AdamBeveridge
boughtthemills,"principallytor thepurposeof
manufacturing
Flourfor exponation"."
The isolation of the Supply Mills, particularlyin the early years of the colony, made its
inhabitantsvulnerable.In NovemberI82l an Aboriginalattackon the mill was repulsed,but
a latal incident took place on 5 August 1828 when ThomasWilliams' miller, an old man
namedWilliam Bartlett,was killed by a party of probablytour bushrangers
who then took
the mill boat away with a quantityof tea and flour. An old woman was ill-treatedand another
man namedAntile was woundedin the attack.Although the Governmentoftered a reward of
it appearsno claimantwas torthcoming."
f50 to tind the unknownassailant,
Thesewere not the only attackson the mill. In May 1829 the LnuncestonAdvertiseradvised
that the Aborigines had beenthrowing stoneson to the mill house,and abclutthe sametime
the bushrangerBeven and his accomplicerobbedthe mills of t-lour,sugar and a boat, the
Mary Ann. In August Beveridgeoftbred a reward for the return of thc boat, prohably
unsuccessfully,
but in Octoberhe did make up some of his losseswhen three constables
tound five bagsof flour and one of tea in a tree near Middle Island. As the bags were all
marked "A.B." and were atfirmed by Beveridgeto be his property, it was assumedthat the
tree was Bevan's store house.There may have been other attacks on the mill. The otten
unreliable1886writer on "Our Early Mills and Millers" t-amouslywrote that when George
Cathcanwas in occupationof the mill, the miller and his assistantwere shot dead by the
bushrangers"Beaven", Britton and Jonesand when the police arrived the bodies were being
eatenby pigs. Unfortunately,no contemporaryaccountsof this episodehave been found to
contirm it. Button assumedthe episoderelerredto the murder of Bartlett,but much of the
detail is inconsistentand anyway Bevan did not join Britton and Jonesuntil somc time later.
A detinitely untrue story is that repeatcdby Bethell that Gildas was the owner of the Supply
Mill when murderedby the aboriginesin September1830.Gildas was killed at his house
which was "higherup" than the mill, saysthe 1831RossAlmnnctcfr,
althoughit is not exactly
clear whetherit was higher up the Supply or the Tamar.Plomley saysit was StoneyCreek.
Anyway, Beveridgewas still the ownerof the mill at that time.'o
Beveridge stayed at the mill for some years. He had arrived in the colony in 1824 in
company with fellow Scot Robert Ralstonwho settledin the Evandaledistrict. Shortly atter
arriving he had married Margaret, Ralston's daughter, and it appears that he was in
partnershipwith his tather-in-lawin operatingthe mills. He had been operatinga retail
businessin Sydney before he bought the mills in 1828, but quickly wound this up and
concentrated
on milling. From the beginninghe employeda numberof convictsand it may
have been this which enabled him in November 1829 to reduce his grinding rates to
nincpencea bushel,with dressinglourpenceextra,the chargeto includepicking up the wheat
and delivering the tlour to any part of the Tamar River. This was certainly a vast
improvementon Williams' earlier rates. Like the earlier proprietorshe kept a store in
Launceston,atwhich peoplecould buy t1our,meal and bran and also ship's biscuit.In 1829
he bought the small boat, the Maid of the Mill, to carry the flour to various spots on the
Tamar. In the early 1830sas cheaperimported llour came onto the market he fclughtback,
advertising:
To preventthe returnof Wheatto this Market in the shapeof Flour, mixed with the
inferiorWheatof New SouthWales.I pledgemyselfto sell flour of the tlnestquality,
madeftom the bestsamplesof Wheatgrownhere,lower thananyimportedFlclur.
Finally. in September1835he sold the mills to JohnArcher"'"
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It has not been determinedwhether Archer ever operatedthe mill himself. By November
1837the miller John Symesand the millwright JohnGuillan were in occupationas partners.
Quite a lot is known of thesetwo becauscGuillan later employedthe young Thomas Monds
as an apprentice.According to Monds, the eighteen-stone
I l4 kg] Symeswas "an excellent
type of the old English miller", a good-tempered
bachelorwho was well-known tor raising
pigs. Of the man to whom he was apprenticed,the millwright Guillan. Monds wrote that,
"[h]e was a Scotchmanby birth; a man of excellentphysique;a lirst-classtradesman;well
educated...[and]
an honourableman." He also was a bachelor.The 1886 writer on "Our
Early Mills and Millers", describing him as "as practical and clever a workman at his
businessas has ever been in the colony", went on to say that he had been brought out by
CaptainRitchie to build the SconeMills at Perth (see 10.2.3).This would certainly seem
feasible.He is known to have operatedas a millwright in Frederick Street in the mid-3Os
beforegoing to the Supply Mills, althougheven then he remainedactive in his trade;in 1842
he advertisedthat at the Supply Mills he had iust tinished a smut machinewhich would
enablewheatsentthereto be cleanedin a superiormanner.He was also a charitableman. In
1839when the price of flour was so high. Guillan offeredto supplythe poor of Launceston
with ration tlour at threepencea pound providedthey were in possession
of a cortiticatetrom
the Tradesmen'sCommitteefor the Relief of the Poor.At the time he was sollineration tlour
to the generalpopulacefor tlvepencehalfpenny.nu
Just when Monds joined Guillan at the mills is not easy to determine.According to his
Aurobiographyhe was born in 1829 and when just 14 (i.e. in 1843) he was otfbred an
apprenticeship
by Guillan which he eagerlytook. He worked at the Supply Mill tor twelve
monthsbeforebeing sentby Guillan (i.e. in 1844)to a Launcestonschoolwhich he attended
for nine months betore Guillan's bankruptcyfollowing the loss of the Du,sm*
Miller (see
They
below).
then moved to Guillan's new millwrighting businessand then the Bridge Mills.
However, the Dusty Miller was lost in November 1812 and in October ltt43 Guillan was
alreadybankruptand at the Bridge Mills (see9.1.8).EitherMonds beganhis apprenticeship
at the extraordinarilyyoung age of 12, or he put his birth date back. This latter seemsto be
the likely explanation.In March I82l Thomas Monds snr was dismissedlrom his job as
Chief Constabletor having "detainedMary Ann Cardin a t'emaleconvict...in his own
lodgings"one night. In Junehe soughtand was presumablygrantedpermissionto marry her.
Monds' accountof his relationshipwith Guillan would make total senseif he was born in
1827, but it would be clear to his childrentiom his parents'weddingcertiticatethat he was at
leastconceivedand possiblyborn out of wedlock,the righteousMonds lied abouthis age.o'
Thus it was early in 1841that Mondsjoined Guillan at the Supply.Another apprenticewho
was two yearsolder than Monds. JamesSmith, had alreadybeenat the mill for two yearsand
was just beginningschoolin Launcestonas Monds arrived.Smith and Monds were to work
togetherin variousmills for someyears,and were still on triendly termsin the 1890swhen
Monds would occasionallyvisit the tamous"Philosopher"Smith at his Frlrth home. When
Monds arrived at the mill the headmiller was Robert Muir, "a tlne Scotchmanabout six t-eet
in height,and stoutin proportion,a well-builtman...[who]was a tirst-classmiller". The mill
still had its two pairs of four feet six inch stonesand could turn out about 40 tons of tlour a
week.apparentlysomethingof a come-downfrom the 75-toncapahilityof 1826hut probahly
simply more realistic.The mill could work night and day tor eight monthsof the year. but
only occasionallyover summer when there was a shortageot' water. Monds gives a
descriptionof his work"
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My specialoccupationwas to mind the hopperon the top floor, a work which a boy
could easilydo. In the morningI wasengagedup till dinnertime f-eeding
the hopperof
the dressingmachinewith meal,andin the afternoonmindingor f-eeding
the hopperof
the smuttingmachinewith wheat,usinga shovelon bothoc'c-asions;
but the wheatbeing
very often smuttyin thosedays,we had to mix lime with the smuttywheat,which
helpedthe smuttingmachineto scruboff the woolly endof the wheatbeny. which held
job, but I did it fbr twelvemonths.'o
the smutdust.Thiswasa veryunpleasant
The partnershipof Guillan and Symesseemsto have been quite successtulfor some years.
Guillan had severalshipsbuilt, includingthe Pickwick(1838),theMuriner (1839),theDiana
(1841) and the Pedlar !844-.alter his bankruptcy).Thesevesselswere used to carry on
tradewith Victoria and SouthAustralia;the Maid o.fthe Mill was still usedto carry wheat to
the mill and bring back flour to Launceston.
But the most lamousof his vesselswas lhe 120ton Dusty Miller, built for Guillan in 1840 by Thomas Wiseman at Mt Dircction Creek
oppositeSwan Point. This ship was usedfor the Adelaidetrade;it usedto anchoras close to
the Supply River as possibleand the t-lourwas sentfiom the mill in lighters.On her tinal trip
in November 1842 the ship was totally wrecked near Portland in Victoria. Although the
vesselwas insuredfor f 1000the cargo,worth aboutf 1400,was not. (Monds later wrote that
neitherthe ship nor the cargowas insuredand that the probablevalue of the cargo was about
f10 O0O<ertainly a great over-estimate.)It is probable that Guillan and Symes were
sufteringanyway from the 1840sdepressionand the loss of the ship was the last straw. Their
bank stopped allowing credit and Guillan was torced into insolvency, working as a
millwright tor a short time and then moving to the Bridge Mills (see9.1.8).Muir went back
to Scotlandand then on to Canada,while Symesset himself up as a baker in Launceston.
Eventuallyhe too becameinsolvent(in 1847)and went to Melhourne.Following an accident
he had to be fltted with a woodenleg and was forcedto sell liuit for a living."
The new lesseeof the Supply Mills from September1843 was George Yates, who iust
months previously had rented the CataractMill (see 9.1.6). In 1845 he bought half the
CataractMill and then the following year boughtthe Supply as well. Such over-confidence
had its inevitableoutcomein 1848when he offeredthe SupplyMill tor sale,describingthem
in an adveftisement:
The Mill consistsof a largethree-storywoodenbuilding,with a two-storyhuilding
theretoattached,
containingthreepairsof the very best4 f-eet6 inc'hFrenchstonesfso
onc pair hadbeenaddedsincethe l820sl, two very superior6 f-eetdressingmachines,
and one very excellentsnluttingmachine,with going gear. sac'ktackle, &c, &c,
Thereis a weather-boarded
complete.
cottagecloseto thenrill, containingsix rcloms.and
alsoa miller'scottagenearthesame.
The mill was let to "respectabletenants"tor f200. However,the mill did not sell and the
following year the mortgagees,
including JamesScott who was later to build the Distillery
Creek mill, forced the mill to auction.In April 1849 it was bought by Jclhnand James
Cartledgewho, not knowing anything about milling, employedJamesSmith as manager.
When he left in July 1850,eventuallyto go to the gold tields, they gave him a ref-erence
which read:"The bearerJamesSmith has beenin our employmenttor eighteenmonthsand
we have always found him an honest,sober, industriousman and one who thoroughly
his trade."He was tollowed as manager,at one pounda week and hoard.by his
understands
ThomasMonds who had recentlyreturnedlrom a stint as managerof
old t'ellow-apprentice
Walker's mill in Hobart (see2.3).Monds and the Cartledgesbecamegood fiiends but atter
eight months the Cartledgeswere in dif ficulties mainly. Monds thought, hecauseof
insutficientcapitalto carry on the business;he was laid otf and went tcl the CataractMill (see
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9.1.6).The Cartledgesstruggledon for a while but in June 1tt51the mill was once againlor
sale or lease.Interestingly,boththe advertisements
fclr sale in 1848 and l85l stressedthe
other uses that the site could be put to: paper manufacturing,distilling or brcwing. It is
possible that the mill was getting too old and it was ditllcult to make it a paying
proposition.'oo
Richard Clegg rented the mills for a while, but it seemslikely that William Williams had
boughtthe mill from the Cartledges.He was the brotherof Thomaswho had held the mills in
the 1820sand in 1852William had "a countinghouse",but as early as November 1852 he
advertisedllour from the Supply Mills for sale. In 1854 he took possessionof the mills
himselfand employeda miller, while the following yearhe had the SupplyMills Flour Depot
in St John Streetat Market [now Cornwalll Square.In September1855he was "putting the
mill into completerepair",and it seemsclearthat it was at this time that Williams rebuilt the
mill, putting in new machineryincluding an extra twcl pairs of millstonesand installingan
iron wheel on the southernside, celebratingthe changesby renamingthe establishment.
In
"The
June 1856 he announcedthat:
ExeterMills on the Supply River, and the Old Supply
Mills, are now in full work. Grindingone shilling and sixpenceper bushel."The mill was run
for a time in 1856-7by Green,Cleveland& Co. RichardGreenhad beeninvolved with the
Union Mill at Windermere(see9.4).but William Clevelandis not otherwiseknown.'u'
Williams ran the mill himself againfrom 1857onwards,employingWilliam Titley from the
Bridge Mills as manageruntil 1860 when the latter leasedthe Albion mill (see 9.1.8 &.
9.1.3).In 1864Williamsannounced:
For the accommodation
and at the requestof settlersin the district,a stockof teas,
groceries
pricesand producec-lfany
and
will
sugars
be on handfor sale,at Launceston
kind takenin paymentor boughtfor cash suchas wheat,oats,barley,potatoes,
pr-rsts
andrails&c.
In April 1865Williams sold the mill to CharlesJ. Weedonand left Launceston.Accordingto
papersin the possessionof the family, Shaw arrived in 1867 on the Helen McGregor with
machineryfor the Supply Mill which he then installed.This would indicate that Weedon
went to some trouble to improve the mill, but the tale of the mill from then on is not a
particularlyhappy one. Although the mill was leasedat times to Edward Gaunt and also John
Marshall,it also was empty tor long periods.The mill was still ctwnedby Weedonat his
death in 1874 and it then passedto his widow; Richard Grecn was one of the executors.
William Boswell Dean, one of that large family involved in baking and milling acrossthe
north of the state,ran the SupplyMill for a time in 1875but in 1876it was oncemore empty
and thereis no evidenceit everworkedasain.'o'
In l877the executorsto Weedon's.rru* advertised
the mill tor sale,completewith its 46
"The
machineryis first-class",ran the adveftisement,"iron water wheel, 5 pairs stones,
acres.
silk dressingand smuttingmachines,elevators,&c; also miller's cottage.This mill will turn
out 60 tons of tlour per week when in l'ull work, and with small outlay." The following year
the mill was still being advertisedfor sale or leaseby C.J. Weedon& Co. In 18tlI a new
functionwas beingplanned,with one Barnard,JohnThrushand GeorgeWilliams. "practical
papermakers" accordingto the Lattnce,ston
Exaniner, renting the mill tor L21 per year with
the aim of using grassesand convertingold rags. canvasand sackingto make wrapping
paper.The machinerywas supposedlyordered,but it appearsnothing was donc. The lcssees
illegally removedthe milling machineryand sold it to Monds at Carrick. (The writer of "Our
Early Mills and Millers" wrote in 1886that the mill was "pulled down" at this time, but he
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must have meant only the machinery.)Although Williams was later exonerated,he lost his
deposit.In 1885JohnThrushtried againto restafithe mill with Sydneybacking,but it seems
that he might have beenmore interestedin obtainingthe water rights to help with the mining
of silver recently discoveredat the head of the river. This tclo came to nothing. There is a
referenceto the building being used around the turn of the century tor a toa tree bark
factory.'o'
From 1900 photographsshow the mill in steadydecline,althoughit was (and rcmains)a
popularpicnic spot. In 1912Henry Sullivan,reminiscingabout the mill he campedin as a
child with his tamily around1900,wrote:
The mill was partlyin ruinsthen,but the walls,first floor anclstairswereintact.The
roof wasgone.The big waterwheelandwaterracewereintactthoughthe bucketswere
it hada hugegearingwhic-hdroveshafts
rusty....Twenty-fivefeet[7.5m]linl diameter,
on two floors. A big bevelgearand shaftthat drovethe stoneslay on the upperfloor.
Threelarge stoneslay around.Above the falls was the dam which fbrmed thc only
meansof crossingtheriver.
All the iron work was taken away during the First World War. The site (map ret-erence
Beaconstleld949327) was acquired by the West Tamar Council, the Department ol the
Environmentand Land Managementand the local community in 1995 who have plans to
developthe mill reserveas a tourist attraction.There are enoughruined walls left to enablea
plan of the layout of both mill and cottageto be made.The mill racecan alsclbe traced,with
one stonewall remaining,and there are the remainsof huts above the mill. Although these
are tew remains compared with many other Tasmanianmill sites, the site has greater
so early and was involved with a ma.jorexport
signiticancebecausea mill was established
with someof the best-knownnamesin northernmilling.t""
trade,and throughits association

9.4 Gaunt mill. Windermere
The tlrst steammill in the north and only the secondin the colony was built by Dr Mathias'
Gaunt on his 2560-acreestate,which he called Windermere,on the East Tamar. Gaunt had
arrivedin 1830 on the Eliza and was obviouslyquite enterprising,erectingby January1837
the Union SteamSaw Mills. believedto be the colony's tjrst and with a high pressure15
horsepower engine.For somereasonthis appearsnot to have beena paying propositionor
alternativelyGaunt becameaware that he could make more money in llour, as by March
183t1he was advertisingfor a miller at the "Union SteamIno longer Sawl Mills". The tirst
supply of flour arrived in Launcestonin June at the tirm of Smith, Raven & Co. This
partnershipsoondissolvedbut Ravencontinuedon as agentfor the mill at the Union Whad.
They must have been pleasedwith their protlts as Raven and Gaunt in partnershipplanned
anothersteammill in Launcestonin 1840,althoughthis did not eventuate,probablybecause
(see9. 1.8)."''
ot'thedepression

Gaunt's mill was remarkablysuccessful.Its quality was such that, accordingto the
(occasionally
writerof "Our EarlyMills andMillers","his tlour stoodAl all over
unreliable)
t For

a more detailedsite inventory, seeAustral Archaeology,Supplv Rit,erFlour Mill: Site Inve.ntory&
Arc haeologicnlRecordingProject, Hobart, 1998.
* For note on the spelling of Gaunt's narne,seeRobertson,E,.Graeme,& Craig, Edith N., Iiarly Housesof
a
Nortlrcrn,Tasmania.Melbourne. 19&1.Vol.II, p.292"
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the colonies.and,indeed,took the llrst prize at the Exhibitionin London in 1851." This latter
claim has not beenveritled, but it is certainly true that he had a good trade by ship with the
North-WestCoast;"Bat" Thomasat Devonpoft is known to have shippedhis wheat there to
be milled. One of his long-lastingmillers was William Elliott who had been milling at
Strathmore(see10.4)in 1837,but who was miller at Windermeretor almostall of the 1840s.
About 1853Gaunt moved into Launcestonand the businesswas carriedon by his sons,one
of whom, Edward, married a daughterof Thomas Ransom of Killymoon (see 10.8.1).
Severalof his sons were also involved in other mills (see9,1.9, 9.I.12 & 9.3). Richard
Green,later of the SupplyMills (see9.3), becamethe agentfor the Union Mills in 1849and
advertisedthat he was preparedto receiveorders"for tlour of that tavourite brand"; he was
evidentlyleasingthe mill in 1855.'ou
During the 1860sthe mill rapidly declinedin assessed
annualvalue, liom L250 in 1859 to
f100 in 1861,then to f50 in 1866.The Gauntchildrenwere runningthe mill, probablyonly
at the height of the season;firstly Edwardunderthe nameof Gaunt& Co. until his business
as a flour and grain merchanttailed, and then Charlesas C. Gaunt & Co. Charleswas still
working the mill in 1870,but later that year he was chargedwith embezzlingf300 trom P.O.
Fysh for whom he worked as a book-keeper.By the time of the 1872 Valuation Roll the
building was worth only f l0 and was describedas the "late mi11".The Union Mills' business
had died. In 1873Shaw and Maxwell houghtthe machinerytor their new mill at Ulverstone
(see12.12.2)and the buildingwas neveragainusedtor milling."''
A trre evidentlyoccurredin the mill sometime before1900as burnt timberswere later found
at the site. The bricks gradually disappeared,evidently used for structures elsewhere.
Landscapingsome20 yearsago removcdsandstone
blocksand bolts about 10m up from the
wharf, and now only some stone and brick abutmentsremain (at map rel'ercnceDilston
009260).'o'

9.5 Dilston
There was an attemptin the 1840sto build a mill at Dilston. CharlesBarnardcame to Van
Diemen'sLand in the early 1820s.but when Wedgelound ditficultiesin measudnghis land
grant and therewere delays,Barnardreturnedto Englandwhere he married and had children.
In the 1840she returnedwith rnill machineryand about 1846built a mill on the southernside
of Barnard's Creek, about 500m to the west of the current East Tamar Highway.
Unlortunately the earth in the area is very porous and although he made two attemptsat
damming the creek,neitherwas successtulas the water simply drainedout and he eventually
sold the mill machineryto ThomasButtonwho usedit in his CataractHill mill (see9.1.11).
The mill building was convertedinto the Landtall homestead.It still remains(map ref-erence
Dilston 042269),built of brick with a naturalstonetoundation.The big wooden beamsand
shingles are still visible. The massivelyconstructeddam, earth-lllled and originally taced
with rock, remains.as doesthe mill racewhich is 3-4m deepin placesand occasionallystill
lined with rock.'on
The large brick and stone building on the southernside of the creek at Burnside, Dilston
(map rel-erence
Dilston 042269)is sometimessaid to have been built as a t-lourmill (seetor
example The Heritage of Australia: The lllustrated Heritage of the National Estate,
Melbourne,198I, p.7ll30). However,no evidencehas beentound to substantiate
this claim
and there is considerablereasonto doubt it, not the least important being that the building
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does not have some of the necessaryattributes of a mill. Two early, although not
contemporary,newspaperret-erences
also appearto dispute the idea. An undatedExaminer
cutting trom around 1938 suggestedit was built as a huge granary by the owner of the
property,Bransgrove.An evenearliercutting,from 25 August (March?) 1909,reportedthat
it was rumouredthat Bransgroveintendedthe building as a distillery but could not obtain a
licence.Justwhy it is saidto havebeena mill is diltlcult to determine.However.it may have
somethingto do with an advertisement
which appearedin the Launce,ston
E.ruminerin 1860,
indicating that the stock of flour at "Milford Mill, near StoneyCreek" was to be auctioned.
This is actuallythe mill near Llewellyn (see 10.5) but as the Burnsidecrcck is sometimes
callcd StoneyCreeksomeonein yearspastmay havebecomecontused.""

9.6 Scottsdalemill
The good land aroundScottsdalewas discoveredin 1852by JamesScott,surveyorand later
flour mill owner (see9.1.12),andthe areawas called Scott'sNew Country for many years.
He was soontollowed by ThomasCox (of the Wellington Streetmill-see 9.1.10)who was
so enthusiasticabout what he saw that people half-.jokinglychristenedthe area Cox's
Paradise.Of the many peopleto follow and take up land in the area,ThomasTucker was onc
of the most important.A flour miller in Longford, and probably the son of that Thomas
Tucker who had built the Independentmill there(see 10.1.2),Tucker had moved to Scott's
New Country in time for the birth of his fourth child in 1861.He was to build a storeon the
corner where the road to Launcestonmet the road betweenBridport and Ringarooma;as a
resultthe settlementwas calledTucker'sCornerfor sometime."'
Tuckerwas a most ingeniousman, buildinghimselfan organin his small cottage.In 1868he
built a watcrmill on the creek, called Tucker's Creek,iust north of where it crossesthe
Ringarooma Road (approximate map ret'ercnceScottsdale 437427). A visitor to the
settlementat that time was most impressed:"Mr Tucker is a man of considerableskill...he
has unaided,erectedthe corn mill iust completed."Accordingto the writers of Scott'slllew
Countr\t,Tucker usedto cart palingsto Bridport to be sentby boat to the Launcestonmarket,
and while he was away his daughterEmily operatedthe mill. Then on his return,he would
take over and work into the night grinding tlour. In I8l4 the mill was in full work, but
nothingturtherhasbeendiscoveredof its operation.No doubtTucker madequite a tidy sum
when the North-Easttin minesopened;in the late 1870stin minerswere paying L2 tor a bag
of t-lour.But when Tuckeropenedhis storehe closedthe mill lbr good."'
It is most likely that the mill was takenover by CharlesS. Button to use as a brewery.There
was a strong family connection,with Thomas' son William marrying Charles' daughter
Marion; as well, Fanny Tucker marriedEdmundButton. Button had a breweryon Tucker's
Creek in the samepositionas Tucker's mill was said to be. so it seemsmost likely that this
had beenthe mill. No remainshavebeenfound."'
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CHAPTER TEN
THE SOUTHESK: LONGFORDTO ST MARYS

10.1Longford
1.0.1.1
Smith's mill
The rich and extensiveplains around what is now known as Longford were selectedby
GovernorMacquariein 181I as the bestplaceto settlethe linal group of Nortolk Islanders
after the completeabandonmentof that early settlement.Becauseof their origin, he called the
areaNorfolk Plains.The settlersarrived in 1813in the La$t Nelsonand the Minstrel, with a
few in the Estramina,and were given blocksof land of between40 and 80 acreson eachside
of the SouthEsk River in the vicinity of what is now PateenaRoad.Much wheatwas grown,
particularly by the married men who were endeavouringto suppoft their families, and it is
thereforenot surprisingto find that the first mill in the areawas erectedby 1822and was on
the tarm of one of theseNorfolk Islanders.'
In October 1822 the Hobart Totvn Gazetleannouncedthat at "Port Dalrymple...there are
now two mills erected;one a windmill, built by Mr. J. Smith...." (The other was at Corra
Linn, begun by anotherNorlolk Islander,JamesBrumby- .see9.1.3.) Less than two years
later Smith advertised:
To be soldby PrivateContract,a Farm,situateat NorfolkPlains.knclwnby the nameof
Roache's(sic) Farm,containing50 acres,the whole in cultivation.with an excellent
Stone-builtDwelling House....There are also erectedon the Farm, a large Barn
sufficientto hold 1000Bushelsof Wheatin the Sheaf.a sntallWind-mill, with outapplyto Mr JohnSmith.Launceston.
furtherparticulars,
buildings....For
William Roche's50 acreswere on the westernsideof and tronting on to the SouthEsk (map
reterenceapproximatelyLongford 087979),and later becamepart of Esk Farm. Presumably
not the Dr
was ohvior"rsly
by 1822Rochehad sold out to Smith,who lrom the advertisement
has
turther
Nothing
Plains.
Norfolk
Town
at
practice
and
George
at
had
a
John Smith who
beentbund.'

10.1.2Independent Mill/Longford Steam Mill
The next mill to be built at Norfolk Plainswas to be altogethera more substantialand longlasting affair. It was built by the Kent-bornJamesHoughton who had arrived in the colony
on the Christiana andwho in 1829owned,and was oftbring tor lease.Launceston'sGlobe
Hotel complete with brewhouse.In 1831 he openedthe two-storeyCornwall Stores in
CharlesStreet and was selling wheat, tlour and meal, and it was presumablythe prollts he
could seecoming from the provision of flour that enticedhim to changedirection again and
build a mill. The rapidly devetopingand rich wheat-growingarea of Norlolk Plains must
have seemedthe ideal place and he leasedhis stores(certainly by June 1t134and prohably
earlier)for the healthysum of f,150per annum,movedto Nortolk Plainsand in March 1833
advertisedfor a millwright to erect a windmill. While waiting tor the mill he evidently
openeda storeand later addeda blacksmithand farrietr'sshop.'
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According to the 1886 "Our Early Mills and Millers", the builders of the mill were Mr
Tucker and Mr D. Best.Tuckercould well havebeenThomasTucker who in l82l askedthe
governmentfor an allotmentat RossBridge so he could beginhis occupationof StoneCutter
and Builder, and was probably lather of that Thomas who later operatedas a miller in
Longfordand then movedin the 1850sto Scottsdale
mill (see9.6). It
and built the Scottsdale
was not until the end of 1834 that Houghton advertisedfor a miller and finally in February
1835 he was able to announcethat the IndependentMill was in tull operation,with "a
competentperson as Miller, (lately arrived in the Colony)". The mill was thus only the
secondtower mill in the colony, after the Tratalgar Mill in Richmond and precedingthe
Battery Point mill by some years (see 6.3.2 & 2.14). It is possiblethat it was a wooden
smockmill on a brick base.By May Houghtonhad addeda bolting machine.In March 1836
the mill was rented by his son FrederickJamesHoughton in partnershipwith one Charles
Davis,"a professedMiller". The partnership,
however,was evidentlynot a happyone as only
three months later the partnershipwas dissolvedand Houghtonannouncedthat he would not
be rcsponsiblefor any debtscontractedby Davis. However, like his tather, Fred Houghton
was not a miller and he was forcedto employone.'
Following JamesHoughton'sdeathin 1838his widow Sarahadvertised:
To be Let on Lease,for a term of sevenyears:The Tower Windmill, siruatein the
Townshipof Longfbrd.Norfolk Plains;runstwo pair of fbur-f-eet
six inch FrenchBurrstones,
togetherwith DressingMachineandHoistingTackle.Thereis aboutt-lneacreand
a half of Ground,and a Cottagethereonerected.For furtherparticularsapply to Mrs
Houghton,NorfolkPlains,or to Mr P. Jacob.Launceston.
In view of the later history of the mill, the addition of the name of PeterJacobis of interest;
he must have had an ongoing relationshipwith the family as when J. Houghton went
temporarilyto Victoria in 1840he appointedJacobas his attorneylesumably agentrather
than lawyer. ("J." was probablyF.J., as the latter is known to have moved to Victoria at
aboutthis time to becomeVictoria's tirst auctioneerwhile Jamesjnr was then only 11 years
old.) For at leasttwelve monthsin 1843-4Jacobwas rentingthe "HoughtonMill" (the name
"Independent"is not usedagain)which had had new dressingand smuttingmachinesadded"
It was while Jacobwas at the mill that the 26- yearold miller CharlesStephenswas struck by
lightning during a thunderstormand was killed; it is possiblethat he was reeting the sails of
the mill prior to the arrival of the storm.Jacobdisappearstrom the papersfor sometime and
it seemsas if Sarah ran the mill, possibly until 1846 in partnershipwith her son Fred.
Certainlyit was Sarahwho advertisedin 1848that the mill, "having undergonea complete
thoroughrepair,is now readyto executegrist work of every description."'
However, she was in some financial difficulties. It is quite likely that at least one of the
causes was the establishmentin the Longford area of two new mills (at Newry and
Wickford+ee 10.1.3& 10.1.4).In August 1848all of her properties,including the Plough
Inn and the 4-storey brick mill, were otfbred for auction. The mill property had a narrow
frontageon WellingtonStreetof only 1lm but the block was long-up to 162m.The lengthy
advertisementwaxed lyrical aboutthe opportunitynow oftbred,with the mill:
...in excellentrepair,anddoingan extensive
trade,whichis daily increasingand must
continueto increasefrom the circumstance
that it is the only mill at Longfbrd.In fact
this valuablepropertycannotfail to commanda rapidfbrtunefor an enterprising
owner.
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However, the lots did not sell and the enterprisingowner who alreadyhad the property could
not commanda rapid tbrtune,despite(or perhapsbecauseotJ the fact that her son Jameswas
now advertisingthat grinding and dressingwould cost only sixpenceper bushel cash. In
April of the following year Sarahwas takento court_by JosephSolomon f-ornon-paymentof
debt and the Sheriff orderedthe lots to be auctioned.'
It appearsthat PeterJacobboughtthe mill at the auction,as he was later the owner. His next
actionsindicate perhapswhy the Houghton family had had tlnancial problems;he added a
steamengineto the mill in a separate
stonebuilding.The notoriousunreliabilityof windmills
combined with the competitionliom the watermill at Newry and the Wicklord Steam Mill
had presumablyreducedthe customfor the windmill to such an extent that steamseemedto
be the only answer.In January1851 Jacobadvertisedthat he had "re-openedthe Longford
SteamMill" and requireda miller. Since 1845he had beenoperatinga storc in Longtord and
when he moved to a new store, SheppeyHouse,he advertisedthat he would always keep a
stock of flour from the mill on hand. Wheat would be ground and dressedtor eightpencea
bushel.The effect of the gold rushescan be easily gaugedfrom his advertisementsover the
next few years.In June 1852"in consequence
of the increasedprice of labor (sic) and fuel"
he raisedthe price for grinding and dressingto one shilling, and then in May 1853to two
shillings,but in March 1855the price droppedbackto one shilling and sixpence.'
By 1856 Fred Houghton was back in Launceston,operatingtrom the Cornwall Auction
Roomswhich presumablywerehis father'sold premisesin CharlesStreet,and he operatedas
a town agentfor Jacob.It was probablyfitting that when Jacobeventuallydecidedto sell up
in 1858it was Houghtonwho was employedas the auctioneer.
Jacob'sreasonstor sellingare
matter
for
a
conjecture,but it would seemthat once the boom times of thc gold rusheshad
gone the mill was no longer viable. This was particularlyso as therewas now anothersteam
mill in Longford (see10.1.5)to oftbr still more competition.The propertylor saleincludeda
largebrick shoplronting on WellingtonStreet,a cottagein an adjacentlot and:
The brick-builtLongfordSteamFlour Mill, with 12 horse-power
engine,two large
boilers, 17 feet [5m] long, set in a good stonebuilding.with galvaniscdiron roof.
driving threepairsFrenchburr stones,patentdressingmachine,six-f'eetf2ml cylindcr.
with smuttingmachine,elevators,
hoistingtackle,well of water,fitted with pump.&c.
all complete;togetherwith a largeiron store...[andl
two-storeywood stclrc....The
whole standingon a largepieceof land,with blacksmith'sshop,stable.coach-house.
piggeries,
nten'shouse,cattle-yard,
and a goodwell stockedgarden.The wholeof the
machineryof the mill wasentirelyrefittedin December
last.andwill be foundin flrstrateworkingordcr.*
When the mill was passedin at f 1700,Jacoboffered it for leasebut within a lew weeksthe
mortgagees
instructedthat it be sold.However,onceagainthe premisesfailed to sell. In 1859
"Jacob and Tucker" were selling off their l2 horse-powersteamengine. This Tucker was
almost certainly Thomas Tucker who evidently had been Jacoh's miller and was now
preparingto move to Scottsdale.Finally in 1860 Jacob was declaredinsolvcnt and J.F.
Hobkirk was appointedthe assignee.In May he called tor tendersfor much of the milling
machinery,including a Robinsondressingmachineand two pairs of' tour teet six inch and
one pair of four feet French burrs, as well as a 15 horse-powerengine and the iron store,
while in November the mill itself with remainingmachinerywas up tor auction yet again.
Possiblyat this time the premiseswere bought by Mrs E. Archer-she certainly owned it by
1864-and not intending to use the mill she sold one pair of stonesplus the smutting and
dressingmachineto CharlesHarris of Westbury(see I1.9.2). In 1864Jacobwas still trying
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to sell otf the remaining two pairs of stonesand the engine. Two years later Peter Jacob,
postmaster,
died at Longfordat the ageof 70.'
Just when the sails disappearedtrom the windmill is not known. althoughthey are not there
in a post-1871sketch by E. Neville. The tower stayed for many years (to the east of
Wellington Street just south of its junction with Marlborough Street) until in 1903 a
travelling correspondentfor the Daily Telegrap,hreportedthat this "very ancicnt landmark"
which had stood at the rear of Brown's drapery shop had recently been pulled down.
According to William Rudge(see 12.5.2)the mill was in a wonderlul stateo1'prcservation
and was boughtfor its bricks.'o

10.1.3Newry Mill
Consideringthat Longford was well positionedat the confluenceof two major rivers, the
SouthEsk and the Macquarie,it is perhapssurprisingthat it took so long to huild a watermill
in the area. Presumablythe two watermills at Perth (see 10.2) along with thc Independent
Mill were enoughto servethe areainitially; in 1834 the operatorof the pr-rntal.Longtord,
William Brumby, advertisedthat all Norfolk Plainswheat intendedto be,sentto Ritchie's
mill would be conveyedacrossthe river at half price. It was not until the 1840sthat a mill
was built at Newry on the South Esk, with a dam upstreamof the large loop which the river
forms in that area and the mill race cutting off the loop. It is possiblethat the stimulus lor
building the mill camefrom the constructionabout 1843of PateenaRoad which gaveaccess
to the area,the old Muddy PlainsRoad had beennotoriouslysubjectto 1-looding.
Just who
built the mill is unclear.The earliestref-erences
call it Badcock's,but as in 1848he was only
leasingthe mill it would seemhe was not the owner. In 1897 a newspaperarticle which is
otherwiseaccuratesaysthe mill was built by a Mr Heazlewclod.
No detlniterecordof its date
has beentound, either.The unreliablewriter of "Our Early Mills and Millers" saysit was
built in 1847, but the Mills and ManutacturingReturnsfor 1843 registeran increaseof
watermillsin the wider arealrom threeto tbur. so this would seemto more reliably indicate
its erectiondate."
The first newspaperref-erence
found is an 1848 notice that the estateof 300 acres on the
banks of the South Esk near Longford in the occupationof John Badcock would be
auctioned,along with "the Mill thereon, now in tull trade and capable of doing a very
extensivebusiness."Unfbrtunatelythe nameof the owner is not given. In 1850the Sheriff's
Oftice announcedthat as a resultof a writ from the Bank of Australasiaagainstone Rcid the
defendant'sinterest in Badcock's Mill would be sold, and a month latcr A.C. Murray
announced:
Newry Mill (late Badcock'sFThis mill having undergonethorough repair. the
undersigned
is preparedto grind anddressat Four Pcnceper bushel.All cartsbringing
grainto the mill or takingit back,havefreepuntage.
This is the lirst time the mill was referredto as Newry, the nameby which it continuedto be
known for the rest of its history. The fourpenceper bushelwas even lower than the sixpence
being askedby Houghtonin 1848(see 10.1.12).althoughby 1851the price had gone up to
sixpence.'t
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In 1852the mill was occupiedand possiblyownedby W.H. King who had storesin
Launceston,
but in April that yearNewry estatewasput up tor auction.The advertisement
describes
whatis obviouslyby thena highly-developed
estate:
The Valuable Estate of Newry (formerly known as Badcock's)...uponthe property is
erected a substantialbrick built flour mill, now in fuIl operation, with all the requisite
out-buildings,miller's house,huts, piggeries&c. The supply of water is ncvcr failing;
there is also a comfortable homesteadand residence,with large barn, sheds and other
farm buildings.... The propertyis now let to a respectabletenantfor a term of 6 years,at
the annualrental of f 180.Terms:-f 1700can remainsecuredupon the property.

King continuedin occupationuntil 1856. He was lucky during the 1852 tloods which
destroyedMrs Dunning's mill at Perth (see L0.2.1)and swept away the LongtclrdBridge;
althoughthe water rose up to the eavesthe Newry mill remainedstanding.The writer of the
Mountlord diary wrote at the time that the "last was a night of horrors, ahove the roaring of
the flood we constantlyheard the cries of people for help and this day presentsa shocking
sceneof desolation."''
In 1856the mill with two pairsof stonesand smuttingand dressingmachineswas put up f or
auction and was bought by Alexander Clerke lor f2500. Clerke was an lrishman who
migrated on the Letitia in 1828. Following a shipwreckhe returnedto Europe to claim
leaving his wife Francesto arrive in Van Diemen'sLand alone,and did not
compensaticln,
return until 1830.After time at Coroneaat Hadspenand Westbury,he built Ravenswofthat
Longtord and then acquiredthe Mounttord property from George Palmer Ball in 1817.He
was also the earliestto takeup a grantat the LevenRiver. In 1853he lost an eye and had two
tingers amputatedafter a shootingaccident.Clerke was a member of either the Legislative
Council or the Houseof Assemblytor much of the period 1853-74.Interestingly,in an 1862
election he received the same number of votes as Fred Houghton, auctioneer and
[Ll1chs1-4ndex-HoughtonMill lessee.It was only the castingvote of the returningotlicer
which saw Clerke returned.After his deathhis obituary describedhim as a "shrewd man of
business,and though exceedingly careful of his means [he] was always found to be a
straightforwardandjust man.. .."''
Clerke's tamily had an interestin the SkibbereenMills in heland and he himself was a
trained engineer,,so it was perhapsnot surprisingthat he decidedto buy the Newry mill on
the property adjoining his. No doubt too he could see some good protits to be made,
especiallyas he was a leadinggrowerof wheatwhich now could be groundmore cheaply;at
the time he was utilising the new EmeraldMill in Longford (see 10.1.5).The tact that he
immediatelyset about re-buildingthe mill would indicatethat the tirst mill, althoughbrick
and barely ten yearsold, was a relativelyllimsy aftbir. Various membersof thc Clerke family
wrote a daily diary which is of invaluablehelp in determiningthe courseof the rebuild.One
of Clerke's first actions was to buy a lighter, or small boat, to assistin thc carting of
materials;his son William managedon one occasionto sink it with a load of clay but it was
recovered.The millwright PeterFergusonwas employedtor twelvemonthsfor two poundsa
week, his first known mill work sinceworking on the TrafalgarMill at Richmondin 1832
(see6.3.2).On the whole Fergusonappearsto have worked well althoughon one occasion,
accordingto the diary, "Fergusondrunk and away", and on anotherThomas Ritchie of the
EmeraldMill saidFergusonwas incorrectin somematterrelatingto a millstone.''
The mill race was widened and its courseconsiderablyaltered.but a substantialaddition to
the height of the mill dam provedto havea deleteriousettbct on the banks(of the river or the
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race?) and it had to be lowered. In June 1857 the old mill was pulled down, with the
foundationsfound to be in a betterstatethan expected,and the new brick one erectedin its
place.The carpenterAlexanderGill who workedon it wrote to his fatherthat the mill was "5
story high 70 feet long by 25 wide inside lZlm by 7.6m1 driven by water power 4 pat
stones,therehas beena deal of heavywork on it." Milling machinerywas importedon the
Lord Clarendon,arrling in January1858.Threenew pairsof millstoneswere installedalong
with one other pair which presumablyhad beenin the old mill, and in March the water was
turned onto the wheel for the lirst timc. In April one Nichols was employed "on wages" as
miller, possibly a relation to the southernNichols family who were involved with various
mills includingone of the Rokebywindmills (see6.1.2).The road leadingfrom the quarryto
the mill was ploughedup and a new road madefor cartsto accessthe mill, evidentlyalong
the river flats in front of Mounttord. In May William Clerke was advertisingthat he would
buy wheat for cash at the Newry Mills but it was not until 21 Junethat the diary mentions
that "William startedthe mill to grind tlour tor the house",which presumablywas the t-irst
occasion.Finally in AugustWilliam advertisedthatthe mills hadbeencompletedand were in
full operation.The mill with Longlord behindwas skctchedat aboutthis timc by Emma von
Stieglitz. (Karl von Stieglitz is wrong in identifying the picture as being the view from
Mounttord; and his datc of the 1840sis also almostcertainlywrong as the sketchis much
more likely to havebeenof the tive-storeyClerkemill.)'u
William was to run the mills tor severalyears.He *ur,n. eldestson (probablyborn 1tt33)
who had spentsometime on the North-WestCoast.When he returnedin June 1856the diary
writer noted: "William returnedtrom the Forth with ulceratedlegs he is utterly sick of the
bush and is now aboutto locatehimself at Newry Mill." It is surprisingto tlnd that towards
the end of 1859Clerke ofteredthe mill for sale,even thoughit was doing "an excellentand
increasinggrist trade". However,it did not sell and William continuedin occupation.An
article written in the Daily Telegraphin 1905recountingthe trials and tribulationsof settlers
at the Leven River says that they used to send their wheat to Clerke's mill at Longlord,
prcsumably becauseof the North-West Coast connectionalthough surely it was more
difficult of accessthan someothers.In February1860William addeda powedul chaff cutter
to the mill, but his tatherwrote that he did not tind it at all prolitableto utilise it, having a
chalf cutterand horseworks of his own. In 1863William becameinsolventand spenttime in
custody.By 1867 he had developed"religious mania" and in 1868 was sent to the New
Nortolk asylumwherehe eventuallydied in 1896.''
His father evidently took over running the mill, employingGeorgeBlackwell as manager,
until 1867when he oftered it tor lease.Interestingly,it was ThomasRitchic who took up the
ottbr; he had beenthe owner and occupierof the EmeraldMill in Longtord for someyears
(see10.1.5)and it may be yet anotherexampleof someonewho had a steammill expectinga
watetmill to be more profitable.It appears,however,that he was there for only one year as
by July 1868ThomasStevenshad movedfrom the EmeraldMill and was advertisinga price
of tourpencea bushelfor grist work. He also announcedthat the road to the mills haclbeen
much improvedat considerable
expense.Stevensdied in 1869and it is unknownwho leased
the mill for the next two years,but in February1871the tollowing advertiscment
appearedin
the newspapers:
Newry Mills, LongforG-T. Affleck begsto infbrm the residentsof Nortolk Plains,
Cressy,Bishopsbourne
andthe publicgenerallythathe hasleasedthe abovemills fionr
A. Clerke,Esq.andtrustsfrom his long experience
in milling (havingbeenfbr l0 years
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headmiller for Mr. DavidRitchie)to receivea fair shareof publicsupport....No charge
for storage."
Thomas Aft-leck was born and served his apprenticeshipin Dumtries, Scotland, betore
moving on to Glasgowfor a period.He emigratedto Tasmaniain 1860 and worked for a
short time at the Carrick watermill until he securedthe positionol headmiller with Ritchie at
Sconemill, a positionhe held until the mill burnt down in early 1870 (see 10.2.3).He then
commencedwork at Ritchie'snew steammill in St John St, Launceston(see 9.1.13).It
would be nice to speculatethat he found the noise of a steamengine too much to take after
spendingso many yearsin watermills.More likely, of course,was the realisaticlnthat he now
had the opportunity to work for himself and make more money, and this ambition was
certainly realised; he built the Newry businessup to be one of the largest mills in the
colony.'n
Affleck continued to rent the mill for five years and then, following Clerkc's decision to
retireto the Leven,boughtthe Newry mill in 1876.(Mountfordwas sold to Alan Mackinnon,
and in 1877 Clerke died at his Ulverstoneproperty Sea View at the age of 73.) In 1873
Affleck established
a wheatand tlour depotin Longtord adjoiningW.H. King's and opposite
the railway stationwhich had beenopenedin 1871at the north of the town. This would have
enabledhim to sell his tlour throughoutthe colony. However,nine yearslater in 1t182he
openedan iron store oppositethe Prince of Wales Hotel and possibly no longer used the
earlierone.In 1877heioined forceswith Monds at Carrick and Nickolls of the EmeraldMill
to advertisethat, in consequenceof an increasein expenses,they would be charging a
commongrindingrateof sixpencea bushelfor anythingunder50 bushels,fivepencefor over
bushels.t"
The following year he added steam power to the mill with the installation of a McCall,
Andcrson& Co. beamengine.Unusually,this was not to supplementwater power when the
water level was low, as Newry always had a very good supply of water; Aftleck neededthe
steam power for when lloods preventedhis water wheel trom working. Flooding was a
perennialproblem.During the 1893flood when the water at his mill was 2l leet [8m] above
its normal summerlevel-and thereforemust have tlooded the mill to quite some depth-he
also tound his iron storein Longford in troubleand spenta day using his teamsof horsesto
move all the grain there to the somewhathigher Emeraldmill which he was using as a store
with his lather
as well (see10.1.5).About1ti86Thomas'sonJohnenteredinto partnership
(alter
Ritchie's
lirst
mills
of
the
led
being
one
increasing
custom
to
theirs
and their steadily
in LauncestorHee 9.1.6) to install a completeroller plant. In order to accommodatethis
anotherstorey was added to the mill. (Aftleck called this the tlfth storey: perhapsGill's
descriptionof the mill havingtive storeysincludedthe bin t-loor.)The rollerswith a capacity
of six sacksan hour were installedin 1890,and it was probablyat the samc time that the
water wheel was replacedwith two 3O-horsepower Lellel turbines,and the old beamengine
with a new horizontal steam engine made by W.H. Knight of Launceston.They were
certainlyin placeby 1890.In September1895 Aftleck & Son addeda powerlul compound
condensingengine.At leastin the 1890sand possiblyearlierthe mill workcd day and night
without stopping,and the photographof the mills at this time showsa very big commercial
complex.t'
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However,on 5 December1897the mill was destroyedby tire, only the chimney stackand
part of the walls surviving. The head miller, William Reid-, noticed the llre in the evening
and even though a fire enginewas broughttiom Longford, only 50 bagsof wheat,a few bags
of flour and the books were saved.The insurancemoney of f4500 still left Attleck & Son
out of pocketto the tune of aboutf 1000throughuninsuredproduce.The loss could not have
happenedat a worsetime for the llm, as they hadjust spenta considerable
amountof-money
building the new Crown Mill in Launceston(see9.1.14).However, it did mean that they
could continuetrading lrom thereuntil they were able to rebuild. They made the decisionto
vacatethe Newrv site and build in Lonsford itself. behind their iron store in [Jnion Street
(see10.1.6)."
The Newry site was sold for f500 to the Longtord Water Trust which utilised one of
Aff-leck's turbinesto operatea pumping plant made by Bogle and Clark to 1i11water to the
Mountford reservoir.This continuedin operationuntil the 1920swhen an electricaloperation
was installedcloserto Longford. The mill site can be seenon the eastemhank of the mill
race (map referenceLongford 098912), although the remains are almost certainly of the
pumping plant not the mill. The mill dam is a popularswimming areaand the rnill race is
still live. A Derbyshire(?) millstonewith spindleis in the Mounttordyard."

10.1.4Wickford Mill
At aboul.the sametime or soon after the Newry Mill was built, anotherone was erectedin
the Longford area.This was a steammill. the first in the district and only the tourth in the
north, atler Gaunt at Winderrnere,Grilllths at Launcestonand Hunter in Evandale(see9.4,
9.1.ti& 10.3).It was built by HenryClayton,a Nortolk Islanderwho had arrivedin 1813on
the Minstrel and who had worked hard to increasehis tortune. He built an inn. the Norfolk
Arms, on his grant and operateda punt acrossthe South Esk, chargingone shilling and
sixpencetor the crossing.He prosperedand by the 1830shad boughtup many of the small
farms originally granted to fellow Norfolk Islanders;eventually his estate of Wicktord
measured900 acresand he owned another 1200 nearby.A major wheat grower, Clayton in
1840producedsuch an excellentcrop of wheat that aller it had beenturnedinto tlour, sharps
and bran at the CataractMills it was individuallv advertisedfor sale. During the 1840s
Claytonboughtfour shipsfor trading.'o
Just what promptedhim to go into t-lourmillingis unknown. It is quite possiblethat the
difticulty of getting his own wheat to a mill was a maior l-actor,especiallyas the sectionof
road betweenhis property and Reibey Forestto the north, known as Clayton's Lane, was
consideredone of the worst roadsin the colony,indeedalmostimpassable.
If the old mill at
Carrick was at the time being rebuilt, which is likely (see 11.7.1),then a new mill close to
home would have seemednot only a good idea tor his own wheat but also a profitable
venture.In July 1845 he advertisedfor "a competentpersonto erect a ten horsc power steam
enginein a Flour Mill" and in February 1846he announcedthat grinding and dressingat the
Wickford SteamMills would cost sixpencea bushel.This price was rcducodto tourpcncea
bushelin 1849 becauseof the low price of wheat. William Williams, later of the Supply
Mills (see9.3), operatedas an agentfor Clayton'sflour in Launceston."
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William's son Samuel,also a miller, eventuallymoved to New Zealandand his daughterPhoebcmarried one
Roy Lange. Their son David was to becomeNew Zealand'sPrime Minister.
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By 1853Henry's son,Charles,was runningthe mill. At the sametime two more of his sons,
Nicholasand Richard,were leasingthe new DeloraineSteamMill which Henry hadiust built
(see11.11.1),
so it can be assumed
thatClaytonhadfound the milling business
temunerative.
However,his family was to run into ditficulties,with the two Delorainemillers becoming
insolventby 1855 and Clayton snr advcrtisingsternlythat the "public are rcquestednot to
give credit to any personwhateveron my accountwithout my written authorityin f-uture".In
1856he offeredthe mill for leaseand once againCharlestook over, but when in 1858 the
Wickford estatewas to let, it includedthe steammill "driving two pairs of four f-eetFrench
burr mill-stones;six feet patentdressingand smut machines;a comfortablecottage,men's
hut and kitchen,with ten acresof land adjoining.A supply of wood tor the use of the mill
and houseallowed."'u
Richard Clegg (who had beenat the Supply Mills-see 9.3) and then John Fawnell took the
mills for a periodin 1859,but in 1861Henry Claytonannouncedthat he was "ahout to start
the Wicktord SteamMill. which is to be carriedon underhis own management."His miller
was one Stevens,probablythe Thomaswho was later to work at the EmeraldMill and then
Newry (see 10.1.3).But in 1863 Clayton decidedto visit New Tnalan{ raking with him
livestockto be sold. The overladenship lett Launcestonin August 1863 and was neverseen
again, although bits of wreckagewere washedup at Swan Island and near Waterhouse.His
executorsoftered the mill for lease,but thereis no recordof the mill ever working again.The
estateof Wickford was bought in 1864 by John Kinder Archer, previouslyof the Carrick
mill, and when he off ered it 1or auction in 1869 the steam mill was mentioned in
advertisementsas still having its two pairs of stonesand all other necessalymachinery.It
appearsthat JohnTrethewiebclughtthe estatethen;he certainlyclwnedit in 1870.In 1875he
sold Wickford to HumphreyFalkinerfor f5500 and a plan of the estateprepareclby James
Scottin Junethat yearshowsthe mill."

In 1947Karl von Stieglitzwrotethatthemill couldstill be seen,but thereis now only a pile
of rubbleto thesouthof themiller'scottageon thenorthernsideof IllawarraRoad,a little to
thenorthof theWickford driveway(mapreterence
Longtord068982)."
10.1.5EmeraldMill
Only a matter of two yearsafter PeterJacobhad convertedthe IndependentMill to steam,a
secondsteammill madeits appearance
in the townshipof Longlord. This was built for John
Pooler,aboutwhom little intormationhasbeentound. It is known that in 1tt50he had been
the targettor attack-twicrwhen
flrstly a stackof wheat at his farm was maliciously set on
just
tlre, and then
months later he was severely wounded atter being shot at by some
unknown person.In July 1853 as he was planning to return to Englandhis entire estatewas
put up for auction,including the 2186 acresof Macrae'sHills and an extensivestore in
Longtord boundedby Archer,Wellingtonand Smith Streets.The advertisement
announcing
this went on:
...Mr. Poolerhas nearlycompletedthe erectionof the only requisiteto make this
(sic) establishment
propertythe most compendious
for an extensivebusinesson the
northernsideof theisland.namely.a SteamMill. workedby a twentyhorsepower,high
pressureengine,the machineryof which has beensupplied.and is nclwin courseof
erection,by the well-knownenginecrs.
Messrs.EasbyandRobertson,
of Hobarton.The
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greaterpart of this large establishment
is enc{osedtry a brick wall, fiom eighteento
twentyfeet[5.5-6m]high....'n
Both the farm of Macrae'sHills and the storesin Longtord had beenowned by CharlesReid
until he defaultedin paymentin 1850,so presumablyPoolerhad boughtthem tollowing the
Sheriff s Otflce auction.His decisionto build a mill on the Longtord premisesmay have had
somethingto do with the gold rushes.Apparently he was unableto sell the mill as in April
1854he advertisedfor a miller, "a good stoneman",but just two monthslater he was dead.
Towards the end of the year the mill and storeswere put up for auction again.The mill had
four pairs of four-f-eetFrench burrs, dressingmachinesand a smutter,and could grind and
dress2000 to 3000 bushelsa week;the storescould hold 30 0(X)bushelsof grain.This was a
considerableoutput for a country mill prior to the arrival of railways, comparahlewith the
CommercialMill in Hobart.It was not until April 1855that the mill was boughtby Johnand
George Ritchie, althoughuntil then it seemsto have been worked by a Mr Wrcn. This was
almost certainly Abraham Wren who was later to be involved with many mills in the north
(see11.9.3.12.3.2& 12.4).'o
John and GeorgeRitchie were sons of ThomasRitchie whose SconeMills were of maior
importance(see 10.2.3),and were thereforebrothersof David who was later to move into
Launcestonand buy the CataractMills (see9.1.6).John was the one who actually ran the
mill, now called the Emerald Mill, and he appearsto have been somewhatof a hard
taskmaster.He took three of his millers (Mullens, Meek and Cahles)to court lbr refusing to
obey orders, but when the magistrates-who included Henry Clayton-heard that the men
had been at work from 6 a.m. until 7 p.m. and then retusedto unload 4 wagonswith 600
bushelsof wheat,they dismissedthe caseas they held the requestwas unrcasonable.
Cables
was later to leasethe HardenMill at Distillery Creek and then move to Sheflield and start his
own mill (see9.1.128. 12.8.1).Lessthanthreemonthsatterthe court case,John and Thomas
Ritchiehad damasesawardedagainstthemtor an assaulton William Beecroft.''
In 1859 John un] O.org. Oirr"olvedtheir partnership,with George declaringhimself not
responsiblefor any of John'sdebtsand takingJohnto court which orderedthe saleof John's
interest in the mill. (In 1861 John, describedas a larmer of Westbury, was declared
insolvent.)The mill was boughtby anotherRitchiebrother,Thomasjnr, and it was to remain
in his handsfor many years.He had heenrunning the SconeMill at Perth throughoutthe
fifties with anotherbrother David operatingas the agent in Longford in lU57; they now
tradedplaces,with David moving in 1861(attera stint at St Leonards)to run the SconeMill
(see 10.2.3).Thomasseemsto have beenquite advancedin his milling; in August 1862 he
ordereda silk dressingmachine"of the latestand most approvedplan", the tirst Tasmanian
miller known to haveorderedone.In 1867ThomasleasedNewry mill for a year (see10.1.3)
and otteredthe Emeraldfor lease;it was takenby Henry Berkley Nickolls, Longtord's tirst
warden. Nickolls was in occupationby March 1868, advertisingsilk-dressedtlour, and
continuedto rent the mill for some years.He was involved in an incident which caused
considerableexcitementin the town; although the Launcestonand Westem Railway to
Delorainewas untinished,in 1870 he organisedwith the contractorsfor a specialtrain to
bring 130 tons of guanofrom Launcestonon 2 May, returningwith l(X) tons ol' wheat and
tlour."
However,it was probablynothingcomparedwith the excitementwhen the boiler at the mill
blew up on 8 July I872. One man,JosephRichards,eventuallydied of his injurieswhile two
others, Ronald Saltmarshand a man called Sam, were foftunatc not to be too severelv
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injured. Nickolls himself was extremelylucky to escape,as he had been standingon top of
the boiler just ten minutesbeforethe explosion.At the inquest,and indeedin the newspapers
earlier, there was much conflicting evidenceabout whether the boiler had been recently
passedas fit by the engineerW.H. Knight. Nickolls insistedthat Knight had inspectedit and
found it in good condition,even though he (Nickolls) had thoughtit dangerousand had in
fact not renewedhis leasein 1871 until Knight had inspectedit. Knight testifled at the
inquestthat he had never beenaskedto passan opinion on the whole boiler, but merely the
ends. In fact, all partiessharedsome of the responsibility.Nickolls should have required
Ritchie to replacethe boiler; as he decidedto continuewith an old and doloctive boiler he
should not have restrainedKnight from ettbcting thorough (and expensive)repairs; and
Knight should have clearly statedthat the work was undertakento Nickolls' specitications
and not to his (Knight's) recommendations.
The jury did not lind anyone at tault, but
recordedthe unanimousopinion:
thatthe Governmentshouldmakearrangements
for periodicalinspectionby a contpetent
personof boilersat work in the colonyin order,if possible,to preventtherecurrence
of
an accidentso melancholyin its resultsas that which it hasbeenour painful duty tr-r
investigate.
The Government,while acknowledgingto a certain extent the desirability of rcgular
inspection,intimatedthat it saw seriousdifficultiesand was not preparedto introducethe
scheme.No doubt expensewas at the root of the seriousdiftjculties.It was not in tact until
the late 1880sthat suchregularinspectionsoccurred."
Nickolls maderepairsand additionsto the mill, employingthe architectHarry Conway,and
in Novemberhe was able to advertisethat the mill was againin tull operation.A shipment
Nickolls madeto India receivedthe highestprice of any colonialt-lour,beatingthe Hart llrm
of Adelaide;it prompteda lengthyeditorialfrom theLaunce,ston
E.ratniner,urging all millers
make
possible
to
the strongest
ettorts to ensuretop quality tlour was exported.Nickolls
continuedat the mill until l87l and then when ThomasRitchie was unableto flnd a new
lesseehe was forced to take on the businesshimself. In ltt8l he unsuccessfully
put up lor
sale the property,including a 2I horsepower beam engine.The mill was still working in
1883 but by 1888 it was being rented by Ritchie's only remainingLongtord competitor
ThomasAflleck as a storeand this arrangementlastedinto the twentiethcentury.3'
The buildingsat 52 WellingtonStreethas beenusedby variouspeopleduring the c-ourseof
the twentiethcenturyincludingthe gencralmerchantHarrap& Son in the 1920sand 1930s,a
skin and wool merchantand a soapmanufacturer.One part was used as a Scout hall in the
1930s and 1940s. In the second half of the century the mill was used mainly as an
electrician'sworkshop,with an electricalshopin the lront buildings.In January2(Xn the old
store adjacentto the mill was convertedinto a restaurantto complementthe bakery which
occupiesthe storesfronting onto Wellington Street.The four grain hoppersof the mill can
still be seen on the bin lloor but the bedstoneswere concretedinto the floor about 1990.
Some machinery was removed about the same time and taken to Scottsdale,thence to
Western Australia. As a large-capacitycountry mill dating trom the early 1850s and
associated
with the well-knownRitchiefamily, this mill hasconsiderable
sisniticance."5
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1.0.1.6Affleck mill, Union Street
Following the destructionof the Newry mill by fire, Atfleck & Son erecteda teplacement
mill in 1898 in Union St, Longford, immediatelybehind their store.It was while the new
four-storey brick mill was being built that Thomas Aflleck unexpectedlytook ill and a
tortnight later died on the very day the new machineryarrived. John Aftleck carried on the
businessalone,althoughstill underthe title of Attleck & Son.The mill was driven by a 25
horse power engine,althoughlike the Crown mill it was lit by electricity, generatedon the
premisesby a Cromptondynamo.F. Harmonwas the miller tor someyearsbeforehis wife's
a move to a Melbournemill in 1907.The new Robinsonrollers were
ill-health necessitated
capableof producingtlve sacksof 1-louran hour, one sacktewer than the old Newry mill and
two sacks below the tirm's Crown mill in Launceston(see 9.1.14) although in 19(X)
Affleck's were said to have in total a 9-sack plant. However, even this gave the llrm the
largest milling capacity in the north comparedwith Monds who had a 5-sack plant and
Ritchie'swith 3Vz.andAffleck's was only one sackan hour lessthanGibson'sin Hobatl.'n
It hasnot beendeterminedexactlywhen this mill stoppedproducingt-lour.Prcsumablyit was
in the 1920swhen the tlrm of Monds & Attleck upgradedthe capacity of their Esplanade
mill in Launcestonby 507o (see9.1.15).However,the Longford building continuedto be
used for grain cleaning and was also used as a store. In I91l von Stieghtz,wrote that the
building was underthe managementof A. Blake and the only activitiesbeing carried on were
seedcleaningand pickling. About 1991Monds & Attleck sold the building, and one tloor
has sincebeenconvertedinto a dwelling.On otherfloors someof the mill's machinerystill
exists,including a T. Robinson& Son grain cleanerand an O.C. SchumacherOat Grading
of the buildingcombinedwith the rcmainingancillaryequipment
machine.The completeness
resultsin this mill having a relativelyhigh signiticanceamongsteammills of late nineteenth
century construction.Its associationwith the well-known Atfleck name adds to its
signiticance."

10.2 Perth
10.2.1Perth Mill
The area around Perth, fertile and good for wheat-growing,was settled very early. Atter
I82I when Governor Macquarieflxed on the site of a township,calling it Perth, the village
grew quite quickly. Its position on the main route betweenLauncestonand Hobart helpedits
growth, as did the punt and then bridge acrossthe South Esk. Severalsettlerstook up large
tractsof land in the vicinity; theseincludedDavid Gibson,CaptainJohn Ritchie and Major
Donald Mcleod, all namesto leaturein the story of milling in the area.
The last-namedwas the first to build a mill. His 2000-acregrant to the north of the SouthEsk
River was taken up in 1821 and by October 1822 he was in the processof having a mill
erected. Archibald Ferguson later leased the mill and a Mr Ferguson is mcntioned in
newspapersat the end of the century as having beenthe millwright, a strong possibility.It is
unclearwhetherhe was the sameas Angus Fergusonwho was later the millwright tor the
Supply Mills (see9"3).The mill is presumedto havebeenin operationby late ltt23 or early
1824and thus was one of the earliestmills in the north of the state;in March 1824 McLeod
of Talisker advertisedthat he "continuesto supply applicantswith Flour trom his Mills"" He

2t5

chargedone shilling and sixpencea bushellor grinding, or one fitth of a bushel-this would
have presumablynetteda nice healthyprotit. Orderscould be left with John Dunn at Hobart
Town or Mr Bruce at Ross."
WiddowsonconsideredMcleod's mill an "excellent"one, and the erectionof a good mill
near some of the prime wheat-growingareasof the north must have been a godsendfor the
settlers;the mill is known to have beenpatronisedby peopleat leastas tar afleld as the Isis.
However, as the township of Perth initially developedon the other side of the South Esk, the
Land Commissionerspointedout that many of the settlershad to accessthe mill by punt. In
May Mcleod advertisedthat as peoplehad accusedhis miller of changingcorn, he had
instructedthe miller to grind any smutty or dirty corn only in the presenceof the person
bringing it. Although the area's first magistrate,he was evidently not a particularlylawlrom Longfordwrote to the Hobart Tow,nGazettethat:
abidingman. In 1825a correspondent
I am crediblyinformedthat DonaldMcl-eod,the worshipfulgrogmanat Talliskcr(sic),
althoughtwice fined for sellingspiritswithout a licence,has ncx paid one dollar in
liquidationof the penalties,whereasotherpersons,il c-onvicted
of a similar olf-ence,
farthingwithin 8 days....
wouldbe compelled
to paytheuttermost
Nevertheless,
he was employedby the governmentto grind wheat.'o
There was a successionof lesseesat the mill. Archibald Fergusontook the mill in March
1828.Although Fergusonadvertisedhe would retire trom the mill on 29 October 1831,one
William Stuart announcedon the 8th that he alreadyhad the sole managementof "The New
Perth Mill". Stuart was grinding for ninepenceand announcedthe imminent arrival of a
dressingmachine.In 1832JohnBurnley was at the mill; he was a man of many partsas he
was also an auctioneer,generalcommissionbrokerand land agent,and within daysof taking
over the mill was applyingfor a grant of land in Perth.However,he was not at the mill for
long. Accordingto Melville the mill was beingrentedby Burrell in 1832,althoughthis may
have beena mistakefor Burnley.In any eventin 1833 the mill was being leasedby James
Scott,later of the Hardenmill on Distillery Creek. Scott was at the mill until 1838 when,
following the deathof Mcl-eod, his trustees(GeorgePalmer Ball and John Sinclair) oft-ered
the mill and 100acresfbr lease.'u
JamesFisk took the mill in Scptemberltt3tl for sevenyearsat the rent of Ll25 per annum;it
has not been determinedif he was any relation to Arnold Fisk of the Waterloo Mill (see
2.2.1).In 1tt39he erecteda smuttingmachine.He seemsto have been a touchy character.
When twelve months later some "evil disposedperson"spreadthe rumour that he had no
smutting machinehe ottbred a reward of f5 to any personwho helpedconvic'tthe of-lender.
Furthermore,he warnedthat peopleusingthe road to his mill, which he maintained"at great
expense",merelyto passon to Evandalewould be prosecuted,
as the properroad was on the
top of the hill. It is unlikely that this had much eftect; Mill Road is still the main route
betweenPerth and Evandale.In 1841 he added anotherpair of stonesto the mill. Fisk
becameinsolvent in 1812, probably anothercasualtyof the depression,and died shortly
afterwards:when the assigneeto the estateoffered the remainderof the lease for sale he
assertedthat Fisk had spentnearlyf10m on improvementsto the mill. It is not known who
then took over the lease,but when it was offercd againin 1tt45it was taken by Christopher
Dunning.n'
ChristopherKains Dunningwas a miller who had beenbroughtout liom Englandby Captain
Ritchieto be foremanat the Sconemills (see10.2.3).Five weeksafter his l84l arrival in the
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Arabian, he was questionedby William Ashburnertor the Committeeof the Legislative
Council on Immigration. He told Ashburnerthat betorehe letl Englandhe had beenengaged
by Ritchie tor threeyearsfor wagesof €50 a year plus board and lodging. His wite and child
were also provided tor by Captain Ritchie, with his wif-e teaching the younger Ritchie
children.(It would be nice to know if this includedthe later miller David). He pronounced
himself perfectly satistledat his decision to emigrate as in England he would never have
receivedmore than one poundone shilling a week,and out of that he would havehad to tind
himself lood and lodging.Althoughhe said he could obtainthirty shillingsa week if' he was
not alreadyengagedwith Ritchie and scveralpeoplehad endeavouredto enticehim away, he
was pertectlysatisfiedwith his position.However,it would appearthat oncehis time was up
he looked tor anotherplace and decidedto go out on his own by leasingthe Perth mill of
McLeocl."
In January1846both Perthmills were advertisinga grinding rate of sixpencea bushel,and a
few months later Dunning was oftbring a reward when thieves stole 120 bushclsof wheat
from the mill. However, by January1848 Dunning had died. It might have been expected
that his widow would pack up and go home, but Mary Dunning was made of sternerstutf.
The story is told of her that when her husbanddecidedto emigrato,he thoughtit hcst to go
aloneand investigatethe conditionsin the colony,but when he returnedtrom a larewell trip
to rclatives he found her packed and ready to go with him. Obvictuslya woman clf some
education,once they were at the Perth mill she took over the keeping of the books when an
accountantDunning had employedcontinuallymadeerrors,and atter her tlrst accountswent
out a Scottishneighbourcommentedthat his accountwas right tor the flrst time. Such a
woman was not readyto quit and in January1848sheadvertised:
PerthMills. Mrs Dunning,gratefulfor the supportgiven to her late husband,begsto
stateto herFriendsandthePublic,thatsheintendsto carryon thebusiness
of the abc-rve
(sic).u'
Mills on herown accountanclsolicitsa continuance
of theirfavurs
A woman alone in an isolatedmill must have had some dittlcult times. It is said that she
dismisseda miller who thenrefusedto leaveuntil shecalledthe law: when the miscrcantwas
sentenced
to prisonhe vowedlater vengeance.
It was possiblyas a resultof this incidentthat
Mrs Dunning advertisedin 1849 for a miller who thoroughlyunderstands
his business"and
can producegood testimonialsas to character."But it was not surly millers which were to
prove the undoingof the t-eistywidow, but the torcesof nature.In 1852 one of the biggest
tloods ever to occur in Tasmaniasenta surgeof water down the South Esk and carried away
the mill. Peopledownstreamsaw the roof, then the windows and linally the mill tloor with
flour sacksstill standingon it carriedpastthem by the torrent.o*
A year earlier Louisa Anne Meredith had visited the spot and becn charmed by the old
building.Shewrote that:
The mill wasbuilt of wood,irregularin shape,with all sortsof odd excresent
lean-tos
andprojections,and a high peakedroof. with droll little coc-k-lotlwindclwspeeringout
at the top; andso old thateveryportionwasTime-tinted,mossy,andmellow.Not twcl
lines in the whole tabricran parallcl;the windowsslopedone way, the doorssloped
another;andthe steps,eachone slantedawayfrom its brother.In tokenof its advanced
ageandinflrmities.props.consistingof trees-very one crooked-t-ut down. and not
loppedoff',hadbeenstuckup againstit for crutches:but
barked,but merelythebranches
thesetoo had beenup so long, that they harmonisedin tone with the rest.The heavy
primitiveold wheel,greenandgrey.andnot quitetruein its c'ircularity.
wentbumbling
andtunblinsaround....
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Fortunately,she not only painteda word picture but also sketchedthe mill, one of the t'ew
remaining images of any of the early mills. It is apparent trom both her sketch and
descriptionthat the mill was not in any shapeto resista massivetloocl."
Refusing an offer of a loan to rebuild, Mrs Dunning took her children into Launcestonand
openeda draperyshop. So successfulwas she that in 1865 she openeda large store on the
corner of Charlesand BrisbaneStreets.Ten yearslater she had made a lortune and returned
home to England. Her son and then grandsoncarried on the business,eventually under the
title of Dunning and Brown; the GoldenFleeceoutsidewas a well-recognised
sign of one of
Launceston's best-known businesses.Her daughtersmarried two Launceston identities,
ErnestWhitfield and William Doderv.ou
J

10.2.2New River Mill
In February 1854 the "unrivalled mill site" where the Perth mill had once stood was offered
for sale.This was eighteenmonths after the tlood and it would be interestingto know why
the executorshad waited so long. The site with its 100 acreswas bought by Robert Hunter
who had beenoperatingthe Evandalemill for someyears(see 10.3).Evidently he saw the
chanceto do betterwith a largewatermill.(Severalbooks,probablybasingtheir work on The
Cyclopetliaof Tasmania,saythat Hunter boughtthe mill in the 1840s,it was washedaway in
1849 and was then rebuilt by Hunter. This is not correct.) In December I ti54 Hunter
advertisedtor two stonemasons
to erect a stonebuilding near Perth, probably thc new mill,
and in the sameyearthe Scottishmillwright JamesScottcameout trom Overstone,Fil-eshire,
under engagementto Hunter to erect the mill and plant. Presumablythe mill was operating
by 1855.LouisaAnne Meredith,who had not seenit, was disparaging;
And now, I ant told, whenever...people...go
to the mill, they find a sma.rt,upright
edifice,with patentmachinery,and all mannerof "improvenlents;"
and very possibly,
the f-lourmay be more finely ground,and ordersexecutedwith greaterdispatch--{ut I
doubt exceedingly, if I shall linger roundit, and stay to makethreesketchesof its
variousaspects...if
I go thereagain!"
However,Hunterwas doubtlessnot so muchinterestedin the mill's charmas its protitability.
He operatedit himself, calling it the New River mill. Scott stayedwith him for a t'ew years
beforemoving to the Forth and building his own mill (see 12.lI). Another miller known to
havespentsometime therewas JohnReid,a bountyimmigranton the Contmoclore
Perry.He
died in 1863,but his son William was latera miller there(seebelow) and after spendingtime
in Deloraineas a bakerhe returnedto milling at Newry (see10.1.3).A f-ellmongery
was also
carriedon there,probablyby Hunter.Family lore hasit that Hunterdid well in the 1850s,but
with the downturnin milling in the 1860she ran into tlnancial trouble.In 1860 he had to
mortgagethe propertyto the surveyorJamesScott (who had evidently decidedthat investing
in mills was more worthwhile than operating them himself.) Financial woes were not
Hunter's only problem, either; during the maior tlood of 1t163his mill sustainedsome
damage.while in 1865 his 16-yearold son Harry was accidentallykilled when the gun he
was calrying to shootcrowsdischargedwhile he was crossinga fence."
The following year Hunter defaultedon his mortgagerepaymentsand the mill with its fbur
pairs of four-feet stoneswas auctioned.Fred Houghton, once of the Indepcndentmill in
Longford (see I0.I.2), was selectedas auctioneertor the sale which took placc in January
1867.The auctionhad a surpriseending,as the LauncestonExaminerrevealed:
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Yesterday,as the Launceston
Hotel, Mr F.J. Houghtonsold the propertyknown as
Hunter'sMill togetherwith 100acresof land,situatedat Perth.After somevery spirited
bidding.the auctioneer
became
thepurchaser
at f2A50.
Two yearslater Hunter announcedhe was continuingbusinessat the Longford Fellmongery
Establishment:it is possiblethat he had previously leasedhis old t-cllmongeryat Perth a^s
Houghton advised it was for leaseimmediately atier the auction. Some time in the early
1870she joined his son Edwin at Sherwoodnear Latrobe where Edwin had a mill (see
12.5.1),andin 1873he died there.oo
Meanwhile,Houghtonpersonallyran the New River mill, appointingWilliam M. Dean of
Cimitiere Street as his Launcestonagent. He also had a bakery in Perth. But in 1869 he
of-fbredthe mill, with a silk dresserand only two pairs of stonesnow, l'or lease or sale.
William Reid took over the lease,initially in partnershipwith one Scott (possiblythe son of
the millwright Scott),but by 1874was occupyingit by himself.He was still therein 1875but
plomisingthat all orderslett at thc
the tollowing year Houghtononceagaintook possession,
mill by 12 noon daily would be deliveredin Perththe sameday.Evidently he expectedthis
to be a time-consumingtask, as within a lew days of taking over he resignedhis seatin the
Houseof Assemblyfor Norfolk Plains.Houghtoncontinuedon at the mill until his deathin
December1885.'o
Following Houghton's deaththe mill seemsto have been vacantfor a year, and then it was
leasedto the tirm of Holman & Marshallin February1887 (not 1888 as Holman's entry in
The Cvclopediaof Tasmnniastates).Little has beenfound about Marshall frlr this study, but
JohnHolman was born in Kent in 1859and trainedas a miller belorecoming to Tasmaniain
1886.Although Houghtonhad ownedthe mill, he had evidentlynevermanagedto pay back
the mortgagehe had takenover in 1867,as the deedswere still held by CaptainGeorgeScott
at the end of the 1880s.In March 1889Holmanoflercdto huy the mill for f 15(X),alleging
that the premisesrequiredanotherf 10U)to be spentin repairs.In Augustof the sameyear T.
Marshall wrote to Scott asking tor an extendedlease at f 140 a year, with an option to
purchasetor f2400 at the end of the lease.His reasonfor wishing to securethe mill, he
stated,was to give his threesonsthe work of repairingit so they did not have to move away
from home. Interestinglyenough,althoughhis addresswas given as the New River mill, he
askedtor a reply to be sentto E,vandalePostOttlce to be called for, probably so that Holman
would not seethe letter.It would appearthat Holman and Marshallwere not on the best of
terms.t'
It comesas no surprise,therefore,to tind that in November1890Holman wrote to Scott to
advisehim that the two were dissolvingpartnershipas they could not agree.Moreover,he
wrote, they had beenlosingmoneyfor monthspastbecauseof the competitiontrom the new
rollermills (see1.5).He went on:
You wouldnaturallylike to know whichof us will havethe mill thatis wherewe can't
"a fair value"fbr the business
cometo termsasalthoughI am willing to give something
to my partneror acceptfrom him, hc will agreeto neitherso I stoppedthe businessby
leavingoff buyingwheatbut how it is goingto be settledI can't sayas my partneris a
drinking.
bit crankyI think.throexcessive
Willing to carry on the businesshimself and install machineryprovidedhe could get a long
lease,he also askedfor the price if Scottwould sell as Holman could tind triends to help him
buy it" Scottput a price of f2500 on the mill and Holman.with a little help lrom his fiiends,
purchasedit"tt
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It was not until 1895 that Holman finally installedroller milling plant, choosingthe Simon
systemwhich had not beeninstalledin any other Tasmanianmill up till then. The plant was
designedto produce2Vz-3sacksof f-louran hour. At the sametime he replacedthe undershot
wheel with a Leffel turbine,and it was probablyat this time that he rcnamedthe mills; from
now on they were known as the Relorm Roller Mills. Within a shoft timc his flour was
commandingthe top price in the market and in 1900 he addedmore rollers to increasethe
hourly capacity to four sacks.In 1901 the mill was producing 50-60 tons a week when
required,while the fellmongery and wool scouringbusinesswas being carried cln by Henry
Clayton,presumablya descendant
of the Wicktord Clayton."
The mill continuedto functionfor someyears,one of the tew to surviveFederation.In 1908
a companywas floatedto purchasethe mill, at the time valuedat f3500 includingstock,but
the companyeventuallywent into liquidationand Holman was le1l in chargewith the right to
use it, mainly for gristing.In I9l4 he boughtthe mill back tor f800, althougha lew years
later he telt the replacement
cost would be f4000. Finally on 27 Februaryl9l8 the mill was
completely destroyedby fire which seemedto have startedat the top of the mill, and as the
roof (shinglesunderneathiron) had soon tallen in nothing could be saved.Only the stone
walls were left standing.At the subsequent
inquestthe jury was unableto determinehow the
fire startedand presumablythe insurancecompany,which was representedin coul't, had to
pay up the f 1650Holman had insuredit for. The Examinel'mournedthe loss of "[o]ne more
of the old land marks" and t'eltit would be a bis lossto both Holman and the town of Perth.'*
The mill was not rebuilt.The site was usedfor a watersupplytor Perthlor someyearsbefore
a new pump further downstreamwas installed.Portionsof the walls are said to rcmain
betweenPerth Mill Road and the South Esk (map rct'ercnceLongtord 153984),but the
vegetationin the areamakesit impossibleto determineif this is the case.Remainsof the dam
can still be seenabout400m upstream."

10.2.3SconeMill
The propertyof Sconewas originally grantedto CaptainJohn Ritchie,Commandantat Port
Dalrymple l8I2-I4. Following his early deathSconepassedto his brother,CaptainThomas
Ritchie R.N., who had tought in the NapoleonicWars and then tradedbetweenIndia and
Australia.Thomascontinuedto tradetrom Port Dalrymple but aller he lost a tull cargo in the
Commercehe turned to tarming. By the time of his death he had been granted or hought
3630 acresacrossnorthernTasmania:Sconewas 2240 acres.About I tl32 he determinedto
build a mill, utilising the watersof the South Esk River onto which Scone fronted for a
distanceof nine miles. Melville's Almanack for 1833 reportedthat the mill was under
construction.According to the writer of "Our Early Mills and Millers" Ritchie imported the
tellow-ScotJohn Guillan (see9.3) as millwright to constructthe mill. It was operatingby
1g34.'u
From 1839 Ritchie appointedan agentin Launcestonto handlehis flour; in 1845 his agent
was JohnThompson,later of the Bridge Mills (see9.1.8),while in 1850it was CharlesReid
whoseLongford storeslater becamethe basisof the EmeraldMill (see 10.1.5).In 1841the
mill was temporarilyput out of action when part of the masonryon the causewayleading to
the Perth bridge collapsed and destroyedthe mill race. The same year Ritchie engaged
ChristopherDunning as miller (see 10.2.1),and may have been a little non-plussedwhen.
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was finished,Dunningmovedto Ritchie'schief competition,Mcleod's
afterhis engagement
Perth mill. In 1848 the Launceston Examiner announced that Ritchie had imported
"machinery for adding to the presentpower of his flour mill at Perth, by which he will be
able to work six additional pairs of stones."Just what this entailed is unclear, but it was
probablyat this stagethat Ritchie erecteda seconclmill abovethe tirst."
On 9 February 1851 Ritchie died atter a long illness and the Sconeproperty was left to his
executorsin trust f or his wife and children.Thomas Ritchie jnr (born in 1820) had been
operatingthe mill for at leastsomemonthsbeforehis father's deathand he continuedto run
them as lessee.In February1852he advertiseda grinding rate of ninepencea bushel,up from
sixpencein 1846,and thenjust four monthslifted it againto one shilling. The August 1852
floods which washedaway Mrs Dunning'smill tortunatelydid not damagethe Sconemills,
despitesome historians'assertionsto the contrary.In 1855 customerswere advisedthat,
while larger quantitieswould still be groundat the rate of one shilling, quantitiesbelow 60
In 1857Thomas' brotherDavid was acting as the Scone
bushelswould cost eighteenpence.
agentin Longfordalthoughthe lollowing yearhe leasedthe St Leonardsmill (see9. 1.9)."
In 1859 Thomasbought the EmeraldMill in Longlord lrom his hrothersJohn and George
(see 10.1.5)and the tollowing year the SconeMills were offered for leaseby the solicitor
brotherWilliam:
To Let, SconeMills, nearPerth.Tendersfor rentingthe abovefbr 3 or 5 yearswill be
Thesemills arein first rateclrder,tleingflttedwith all the
receivedby theundersigned....
The 2 mills, each
mostrecentimprovements
andc.anbe workedat very little expense.
(sic)
7 pairs of Frenchburr stones,3 dressingntachines,
completein itself, drives
50,0tX)bushelsof graincan
hoistingtackleandthreesetof elevators.
smutter,separator.
of 9
dwellinght-ruse
be storedin the mill and granary.Thereis a very commt-rdious
3
contltlrtable
kitchen,servant'srooms.andotherconveniences,
rooms.with detached
shops
andcarpenter's
men'sdwellings,stablingfrlr 10 horses,cart sheds,blacksntith's
on thepremises....
At the same time Scone Farm, hitherto leasedby George Ritchie, was also advertisedfor
lease.In July the mills were still being advertisedbut by early 1861David Ritchie (born in
1829) had tzken them and he was to continuein occupationfor the rest of the decade,and
indeedfor the life of the mill. In March he advertisedfor a miller and it was possiblythen
that ThomasAftleck, recentlyarrivedin the colony,joined Ritchie. He was to be Ritchie's
headmiller for ten yearsbetoremoving to the Newry mill at Longford(see 10.1.3).5'
His llour was of a
David Ritchiewas to be a leaderin milling and was quite an entrepreneur.
llre
an editorial in the
had
by
mill
been
destroyed
in
1873
the
Scone
atler
standard;
superior
LauncestonExaminer asserledthat "[tlhere was a time when the Union and Scone brands
rankedas high as any in Australia" (see9.4 tor the Union brandat Windermere).But Ritchie
was not just interestedin flour. By the end of 1861he was advertisingcolonial oatmealfor
sale and his oatmealand groats receivedan honourablemention at the Great International
Exhibition of 1862.Just a tew yearslater the mills were describedas "the principal oatmeal
manutacturyin the state (sic)" as well as being "one of the most extensivetlour mills." In
1863he orderedmachinerytor grinding bark for tanningand in 1864advertisedf'or a limited
quantity of wattlebark.About 1868 he beganpearlingbarley, but the stone being utilised
disintegrateddue to the necessaryhigh rotation speed(exceeding2(X)rpm) and wrecked the
machinery.Ritchiewas more successtulwith his secondattempt;in June 1869IsaacWright
of Hobart Town advertisedthat he was expectinga supply ol pearl barley lrom Sconemills
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and that the price was much lower than the imported article. However,just when the pearl
barley was beginning to sell well the mill was destroyed.(Ritchie linally succeededwith
pearl barley in his new mill at St John Street in Launceston-see 9.1.13). He was also
presumablyquite willing to receivethe publicity when 200 peopleattendedto watch Vertelli,
the Flying Man, make his GrandAscentin the mill enclosurein February1867.o"
In 1864 a decisionto sell the Sconeestatewas made by the executorsof Thomas Ritchie
snr's will. Initially thesehad beenthe Rev. RobertRussell,RichardMcKenzie and William
Gibson. The auctionnotice describeda llour mill driven by an iron water wheel of 20 horse
power working four pairs of four-feet French burrs, and an oatmeal mill driven by a
(wooden'l) water wheel of 16 horsepowerworking two pairs of stones.The lattcr also
included a pump for supplying the house with water. According to the notice, the
"mechanicalarrangementsare so completethat the whole of the machinerycan be attended
to by one man and a boy." The drying kiln was describedas being "a saf-edistancetiom the
mills." The mill dwelling housenow was saidto haveonly sevenrooms,comparedwith nine
in the 1860 advertisement.
The mill tailed to sell at this time but eventuallywas sold to
William Gibsonjnr of Native Point (son of the now-deceased
executor),evidentlyin 1867.
He certainlyownedit in 1868.He did not, however,haveit "tor only a tew days" betorethe
llre as sometimes
written.o'
The total destructionof the SconeMills occurredon 2l February1870.Although everything
seemedpertectlysatewhen the night miller closedup at 11 p.m., within half an hour he saw
the premiseson lire and by the time he could get help trom someof the otherworkcrsall the
buildingswere enveloped.At midnight the entire roof tell in and by the morning the only
remainsof the new and old mills, the grain store and the millers' cottagewere hlackened
walls. All the buildingshad beenof brick with shingleroofs, and the hricks were so much
damagedthat they could ncltbe re-used.Somepartsof the machineryhad actuallymeltedin
the intenseheat,and all that remainedintact were one of the water wheels,the pitwheel and
spindle gear. It appearstrom the newspaperaccountthat Ritchie was preparingto move out
of Scone,probablyto buy the CataractMills (see9.1.6),as Gibsonhad recentlydecidednot
to rc-insurethe mills "until the tenancytell into his hands."The latter was thus the loser by
about f4000. The contentsof the mill, including storedgrain owned by tarmers,had been
insuredand Ritchie'sbookshad beentakento his St JohnStreetofficos.u'
In July Gibsoninvited tendersfor rebuildingthe mill, but evidentlythe cost was too high or
therewas no-oneinterestedas the mill was neverrebuilt.In 1883a breastshotwheel 12 t-eet
wide and 12 feet in diameterwas used for pumping water; this could well have been the
wheel which escapedthe fire. Later William Gibson installedon the site an electricity plant
poweredby water from the mill race.His housewas said to be the first homc in the southern
hemisphereto be lit by electricity. The lights had no switc-hes;they stayedon until Gibson
retiredfor the evening,when he pulled a wire next to his bed which droppeda barrel into the
waterto stopthe flow of waterand the lights went out.u'
The mill had beenbuilt on the flat below the house,now Eskleighhospital(map reterence
Longford 154952).The weir still remainsjust upstreamof the bridgeand the mill racecan be
traced.Some brickwork remains,but it is difficult to determinewhetherit is thc rcmains of'
the mill or of a later structurerelatedto the electricityplant.

222

Dueto timeconstraints
the rest of this reporthashad to be severelytruncated.Although from
here onwardsonly the bare details of the history of the individual mills are siven, the
informationaboutwhatremainson site is complete.

L0.3Hunterts mill. Evandale
This steammill was built by RobertHunter, later to build the New River Mills at Perth (see
10.2),in partnershipwith Dr Huxtable.It was operatingby December1843.In lti64 the mill
was to be auctioned.At that time it contained three pairs of millstones and a smutting
machine,and was poweredby a 25-horsepowerengine.It was empty by 1866.The mill was
off RussellStreet,to the east of No.36, down what was known r"rntilrecentlyas Hunter's
Lane which went throughto 26 Collins Street(map reterenceEvandale209976)."'

10.4 Strathmore mill
This mill was built by SamuelBryan,brotherof William Bryan who alreadyhad a watermill
at Carrick (see II.7.1). It is sometimeswritten that the mill was built rn 1827basedon the
unreliable1886 accountin "Our Early Mills and Millers" but this is detinitely untrue. In
1830 William Bryan, on behalf of his brother,was requestingpermissionfor water to be
takenfrom the Nile to drive one pair of millstones.However,it was probablynot until 1t134
that the mill actually beganto work, as in that year SamuelBryan's neighbourCameron
complainedof the waterbeingnow takenby Bryan.Bryan sold up in 1846,at which time the
mill was driving three pairs of stones,making it unusuallylarge for a rural tlour mill. By
1858the mill was ownedby JamesCox of Clarendon.At sometime the Strathmoreproperty
was split up, and the sectionwhich containedthe mill becameknown as Sunnyside.Later
aller this sectionwas sold to JamesBoyeshe changedthe nameto Lochmaben.The mill was
still beingworkedinto the twentiethcentury,with William Dawe the miller in 1902.'s
Although the water whcel was damagcdby the 1929 tloods. the brick mill survives near
Lochmabenhouse(which is at map rel'erenceNile 246898).A new roof was addedin 1964
by the then-owner,Mrs Sellon Taylor. A seriesof photographstaken in 1986 and in the
collectionsof the Queen Victoria Museum & Art Gallery show the original heavy wooden
gearing of eighteenthcentury design still in place. Although the current owners do not
welcomevisitors,it is believedthat little haschangedsince 1986.The mill race is still live,
feeding the millpond in tiont of the Strathmorehouse.This is the oldestintact tlour mill not
only in Tasmaniabut in the whole of Australia.It is of great importanceand it is only the
absenceof the water wheel which prevents it being rated the most signilicant clf all
Tasmanianmills.uo

10.5Milford Mill. Llewellvn
The Miltord Mill was built on the South Esk river by Bartholomew(Bat) Thomas,son of
Jocelyn the Colonial Treasurer. In April 1834 he advertised that the mill had begun
operating.Later he fell into tinancial difticulties and other membersof the tamily ran the
mill until it was sold, probablyin the early 1850s,to JamesRigney.The mill was said to be
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"destroyed"in the 1852floods,althoughby contrastthe samearticlesaid that Mrs Dunning's
mill at Perth (see 10.2.1) was "completely destroyed".It is likely that the mill sullbred
considerabledamage,but it was repairedand in 1853Rigneywas advertisinggrinding rates.
In 1877 tenderswere called for installing an iron water wheel and pit wheel. By 1885 the
Milford property was owned by Edward Dean and the mill was being run by Robert Bean,
but in 1889the mill was indeedwashedaway in a flood, leavingjust the toundations.Dean
asked a Launcestonengineeringfirm to quote tor replacing the mill, but evidently the
quotationswere too high and it was neverrebuilt. Bean went on to build a mill at Fingal (see
10.7.2).u'
Milford was built on the western bank of the South Esk river a little to the north of the
for<I-and now bridgo-to Brambletye (map reterence Hanleth 435726). The stone
foundationsof the mill and the wheel pit remain,and the deepchannelexcavatedto form the
mill racecan be tracedto the dam. The gradientof the mill leat togetherwith the provision of
a curved entry wall to the wheel pit suggeststhat an undershotor low breastwheel with a
width of approximatelysix feet [2m] was usedto power the mill. The dam itself is still used
to providea watersupplyto Conara.If it could be provedthat what remainsis from the 1834
mill, this would improve its rating. However, its associationwith the important Thclmas
family, as well as the Bean tamily who were involved in milling for so long adds to its
significance.

L0.6 Rockford Mill. Avoca
The RockfordMill was built on the St Paul'sriver nearAvoca by Major Gray. Accordingto
the Ross Almanack of 1830 he had commenced"very extensiveimprovements",but no
detinitementionof the mill is madeuntil theAlmanctckof 1834.In 1839when the mill was
offered for leaseit had one pair of 42-rnchFrench burr stones.The mill was operatinginto
the 1850sand when about 1858 it was boughtby RodericO'Connor of the nearbyBenham
Estatehe may well have used it to grind wheat. It has not been determinediust when it
ceasedoperating,thereis a goodchanceit did not tunctionatler 1860.00
The mill site is on the west of the Royal GeorgeRoad betweenthe road and the St Paulsriver
(map ret-erenceSt Paul's Dome 625709).A lew bricks where the bank is cr"rtaway a little
may indicate the site. The head race can be traced; it is marked on maps as "major flood
level". The water wheel is said to havebeenrolled into the river early this century.o'

10.7 Fingal
10.7.1Tullochgorum Mill
This mill was built by JamesGrant who dammedthe Tullochgorum Creek a little upstream
of the house to provide the water supply. The Ross Almanack of 1t132mentions his
"excellentmill" which had beentrnishedduring 1831.Almost nothing more is known of it
and in 1856the mill was describedas disused.The Tullochgorumhouseburnt down in 1886;
if the mill was nearbyit too may havebeendestroyed.'"
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The exact position of the mill has not beendetermined,althoughthe very wide earth dam is
still extant (map referenceRossarden147866-7).
What appearsto be a mill raceruns between
the road to the houseand the creek.

10.7.2Bean's mill
Following the destructionof the Milford Mill where he had been the miller. Robeft Bean
decidedto build his own mill, this time in the township of Fingal. In February 1890 a
Launcestonengineeringfirm quoted a price of f986 tor erecting a wooden and corrugatecl
iron steammill, including thc machinery.It was erectedby the end of the year. In 1896the
mill was takenover by Bean'sson,RobertH. Bean,who continuedto run the mitl until the
1940swhen old age and reducedprotits as a result initially of the depressionled to the mill
beingfinally shutdown. It was thusthe last of the countrymills to closeits doors,and when
it stoppedthere were only three mills lefl operatingin the state,Gibson's in Hobart and
Ritchie'sand Monds & Attleck in Launceston.''
The mill was built on the southernside of the Esk Main Road,on the north-eastside of the
Fingal Rivulet. The bottom storeysurvives,althoughre-clad.Its associationwith the Bean
family, and its positionas the lourth-lastoperatingmill, increases
its signiflcance.

10.8St Marys
10.8.1Millbrook Mills
The first mill to be built in the St Marys district was built on the estateol' Killymoon.
althoughit has not been determinedexactly when this occured. A three-roomedmiller's
cottagewhich stoodnearbyhad the dateof "1848" on it, so this could well have beenwhen
the mill was built. It seemsthat by then the propertywas ownedby Eric and CharlesRansom
who had bought the mill tiom the previousowner, von Stieghtz. An advertisementlor a
miller f'or Millbrook, now separatelrom the Killymoon estate,appearcdin 1859.Very little
more is known of the mill's history. It presumablystoppedworking when the secondmill
was built.tt
The secondmill was built just a lew mctresaway on the westemside of-Millhroclkcreek.A
large sandstoneblock in this mill had the date "1875", presumablythe date of construction,
and the letters"TR" for the owner ThomasRansom.This new mill was a small 3-storey
timber structureand housedtwo circular,selt-contained
iron-framedhurstings.each with a
pair
single
of 44-rnchdiameterburr stcnes.In 1883 the mill was being driven by sream,
althoughlater it appearsas if a peltonwheel was usedas the motive klrce. Just when this mill
stoppedworking is unclear.The timber building, long neglected,was pulled down in the
1950sand the beamsused for gate posts in cattle yards. The millstonesin their hurstings
remainedin placeuntil about 1980when they were removedto Thorpe at Bclthwell.They are
currently being usedto provide flour for specialistbakeriesin Hobaft."
The ruins of the rubble stonemill still survive on the eastemside of Millbrook creek (map
referenceSt Marys 913968),alongwith the embankmentfbr the mill pond.The sronecottage
fell into ruins and was pulled down in the mid-1970s.Almost nothingrcmainsof the second
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mill, If the pelton wheel was usedtor the mill then a big dam 600m up the hill and a line of
castiron pipesbringing water down are relevant;they are still in use tor a water scheme.The
carveddatestonesfrom both mills are now nearthe Millbrook house.'t

1.0.8.2RosegarlandMill
The only referenceto this mill which has been found comeslrom an 1892 inquest into the
fire which destrovedit. Nothins further is known."
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CHAPTER ELEVEN
MACQUARIE AND MEANDER RIVER VALLEYS

11.1Arthur Mill, Tunbridge
The Arthur Mill on Millbrook creek was built by the millwright PeterFergusonfor Norfolk
IslanderMichael Lackey, later to have anothermill at Bagdad(see5.1.3).It was said to be
completedby I82l but evidently did not commenceoperationsuntil 1829. By 1853 the
Arthur Mills Estatewas being rented by Pillinger whcl eventuallybought it. In 1863 he
advertisedfor a miller, but this is the last referencefound to the operationof the mill. When
of the Mercury describedthe estatein 1884 he made no mention
the SpecialCorrespondent
of a mill. The estate,by 1864 called Millbrook, was bought by Edward Ferrer in the early
1900sand the disusedmill was convertedto a shearingshedworked by a turbine utilising the
mill race.Later the propertywas known as Cheam.'
Tunbridge 295356)are concreteand obviously of a
Any remainsin the area(map ret-erence
later era than the mill, but the headracewhich comesaboutthreekilometresfrom the hills to
the west is still live and usedfor irrigation,and the courseof the tail racecan still be seen.

ll.2 RossMill
In 1832 Robert Kermode was advertisinggrinding ratesfor the Ross Mills, the tlrst known
refercnceto this mill. In 1853 Edward Pratt commencedleasingwhat he called the Mona
Mill, so it seemscertainthat the mill was built on Mona Vale. No later referencesto milling
have been found, and when the estatewas auctionedin 1875 there was no mention of the
mill. The site hasnot beendetermined.'

11.3Campbell Town
11.3.1Meadowbank Mill
John Mcleod's mill on his estateof Meadowbankto the west of Campbell Town was
advertisedas operatingin August 1829 by John Ayres, presumablythe lessee.Following
Mcleod's deathabout 1842RobertLong becamethe lesseeand he was there tor sometime.
He was the lesseein 1868,but from then on till at least 1872the ValuationRolls show the
mill to be empty.'
The mill was built on the northern side of the Elizabeth River, sou-south-eastof Merton
Jacobs373581).Theseincludetwo
Vale. Remainsof the mill are still visible (map ret-erence
stonewalls which seemclearly to be part of the pit for the water wheel, with scatteredhricks
to the west. The water wheel is said to be submergedin the river, but given the shallowness
of the river at this point it is much more likely that if a wheel of some sort survives it was
part of the machinery,perhapsthe pit wheel.The small weir survivesseveralhundrcdmeters
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upstream
andtheheadracecanbetraced"(In 1830WedgenotedthatMcleod wasbuildinga
of thishasbeenfound.)*
feet
180
dam
[55m]acrossand20t'eet[6ml wide;no evidence

11.3.2Campbell Town Mill
In February 1847the architectJamesBlackburnwas given permissionto cut a mill race lor a
mill he was building to the eastof the Red Bridge, and in August he advertisedthe mill was
in full operation"The mill, erectedby Easby& Robertson,was a five-storeybuilding and the
two pairsof Frenchburrswere operatedeitherby a 15-feet[4.5m] water wheel or by steam.
When Blackburn left the colony for Port Phillip in 1849 the mill was bolrght by Francis
JohnCoombeand it was to remainin
Turnbull.By l86l the mill was ownedand operated-by
the handsof this family until it burnt down in 1898.'
Photographsof the mill show it to have been a most interestingBlackbum design.It was
built on the easternside of ForsterStreetto the north of its junction with Franklin Street.The
site is marked by a later building which at one time operatedas the town's pumphouse,
utilising a turbine. The headrace fiom a weir in the ElizabethRiver can be traced,with the
upper part of it still live, and the tail race markedby reedsis still quite obvious.The elegant
two-storeymiller's housesurvivesa little closerto FranklinStreet.u

ll.4 Barton Mills
When Andrew Gatenbyimmigratedin 1823 he broughtwith him the workings of a water
mill which he soon erectedon the Isis river on his property Barlon. According to the Land
it was in tull work by August 1826.This mill tinally hrokedown in 184t)and
Commissioners
tor someof
tn 1842the building was cleanedup so that it could be usedf or accommodation
the larm hands.Its site hasnot beendetcrmined.'
Obviouslyrealisingthat the first mill would not last too long, in 1838Gatenbybeganthe task
of rcplacingit with a new one. In November1840the building was finishedand onceEasby
had installedthe machinerythe mill was startedin April 1ti4l.- The mill, still in Gatenby
hands,was grinding tlour in 1883 but in May 1887 Barton grain was being ground at
Connorvilleso it appearsthat the mill did not work again."
The secondmill was built 50m to the west of Barton Road, 300m north of MacquarieRoad
(map ret-erence
Conara204659).The building was still in placein I91l when it was bought
by Roger Smith and pulled down and transportedto Launceston,where it was usedas part ofthe PennyRoyal complex.'

11.5Connorville Mill
Justwhen this mill was built has not beendetermined.In 1841the millwright Easbyquoted
for building a mill at Connorville,but recordsshow that the estatewas buying flour liom the
.

For a full accountof the building of the secondBarton mill, seeJill Cassidy,"Flour Milling Trades:A Case
Study",in THRA Vol.45, No.2, June 1998.
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found to a mill at Connorville is in
Lake Mills in the 1840sand 1850s.The earliestret-erence
1862. The mill outlived the nearby Lake and Barton mills, working into the twentieth
century. In 1904 it was still using millstones and was grinding not only for all of
Connorville'srequirementsbut for neighboursas well. It is believedto have stoppedabout
the time of the First World War.'u
The brick mill building with its wooden wheel housestill survives,part of a complex of
buildingson the Connorvilleestate(map referenceDelmont 015107).The early composite
breastshotwheel which was used to also drive a saw mill survives,and the mill is still in
working order with a live mill race from the Lake River. It ranks as one of the four most
importantmill sitesin the state.

11.6Lake Mill
The Lake Mill was built on the Lake River by Thomas Fletcher of the Tallentyre' Estate,
evidently with the Longford-basedThomas Tucker as millwright (see 10.1.2). It was
operating in 1834 and the Hobart Town Almanacft of that year describcd it as recently
erected.Initially it worked one pair of stones,but later anotherpair was added.The mill
continuedto be worked by memberso1 the Fletcherfamily until the mill was sold to James
Thirkell in 1867"It has not beendeterminedexactlywhen the mill stoppedtunctioning,but
in 1884a lengthy descriptionof the estatemakesno mentionof a mill. The stoneand brick
building was demolishedrn 1919for its materials."
The mill was built on the westernside of what is now called Pisa Creek,just inside the
easternboundaryof the property (map referenceDelmont 091756),with a race trom the
Lake River. Two parallel sandstonewalls perhapsa meter apart survive, along with some
scatteredbricks.

ll.7 Carrick
ll.7 .l Bryan's/lVlonds' Mills
The Irishman William Bryan built a wooden mill on the PennyroyalCreek, now the Liffby,
in 1828.It was operatingby February1829and containedone pair of stones.In 1846 this
mill was replacedwith a much larger bluestonestructure.In 1851 it was leasedby John
Archer, and following his death the following year John Kinder Archer took over. He was
still there in 1866. When William Bryan died in 1867 the mill with its three pairs of
millstoneswas auctionedand was bought by ThomasMonds who turnedit into one of the
best mills in the colony. The mill was still working in 1908but following the fbrmation of
Monds & Affleck in 1918(see9.1.15)it was usedonly for pearlingbarley,althoughit made
flour brietly in 1923 while the Launcestonmill was being renovated,the last water mill to
operatein the state.''
The mill was built on the eastemside of the Litfey River, on the eastemside of what is now
the Bass Highway just to the east of the bridge over the Liftby. The tbur-level bluestone
t This
spelling of Tallentyrewas always usedby Fletcher,althoughmodernmaps spell it with only one "1"
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building remains,althoughseveralbuildings at the front have long disappeared.Stonestrom
the dam still survive, as does the short head race with occasionalbrickwork. Its association
with one of Tasmania'sbest-knownmilling namesaddsto the site'ssignificance.

11.7.2Rudge's mill
The steam mill was built by Frederick Rudge and began operatingin 1855. After he
defaultedin paymentthe mill was put up for auctionin 1862.ThomasMonds leasedthe mill
in 1875then boughtit in 1878to use when therewas not enoughwater to operatehis water
mill. The brick building was being usedby a storein 190t1.Built in Litfey Street,opposite
whereAshburnerStreetjoins, the mill was pulleddown at an unknowndate.''

11.8Hagley Mills+
The origins of the hexagonalbrick and stonehorsemill at Hagley have not beendetermined,
althoughit is most likely to havebeenbuilt between1830and 1840.It was almostcertainly
built as a flour mill, as it is most unlikcly that sucha building would have beenerectediust
for threshinggrain, but no conlirmation has been found. This is the only horse mill in
Tasmaniaknown to have been poweredinternally, in other words, the horse was inside the
building and the machinerywas above. The only other remainingexample in Australia,
erectedby 1837 near Goulburn in New South Wales, retainsoriginal wooden gearingand
machinerybut the timber-framedtarm building hasbeenreturbishedin recenttimes,
Later in the century anotherbuilding was erectedadiacentto the horse mill and a steam
engine installed. In 1861 Mrs Elizabeth Noake advertisedthat her steam mill was in
operation.The mill is referredto in Bailliere's Gazetteerof 1817,but is nclt specitically
mentionedin Valuation Rolls after 1875, so it is unlikely that it operatedfor long. This
building also survives,althoughlong convertedtor generaltarm use.Both huildingsale on
Mill Farm,50m to the north of thc railway line (mapreterenceWestbury916017)."

11.9 Westbury
11.9.1Egmont Mill
The water mill at Egmont was being built rn 1842.In late 1848the mill and 57 acreswas
sold by JamesHaydock Reibey,evidentlythe personwho initially built the mill. to James
Greenhill and it has remainedin the handsof this tamily ever since"The mill was still in use
into the twentiethcentury and is thoughtto have stoppedaroundthe time of the First World
War. At sometime in the 1930sthe mill burnt down.''

* For

a detailedhistory of the Hagley mills, seeTim Jetson,BassHigltwav-Hagle! Bvpass.Haglev Mill:
Historical Study,Departrnentof Roadsand Transport,February 1993.Seealso Clive Lucas. Stapletonand
PartnersPty Ltd, Hagley Mill, Hagle r-,Tasntania:Assessmento.fArcltitectural Signi.ficance,Department of
Roads and TransporL April 1993.
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The mill was built on the north side of the MeanderRiver, about 350m west of Egmont
Bridge on what is now the Birralee Road (map ret-erenceWestbury tt43061). Stone ruins
survive and the headracecan be traced.

11.9.2Westfield Mill
In 1864CharlesHarris boughtsomeof the machineryof the Longford SteamMill, originally
the Independent(see 10.1.2),and set it up in Westbury at the property of the insolvent
ThomasWhite. EventuallyHarris boughtthe property.He ran the mill for some years and
thenlet it to JohnMcKay rn 1877. McKay was still in occupationin 1896.'u
The mill, part of the White Housecomplex,still survives,althoughone of its storeyshas
been removed.The millstonecurbing for two pairs of stonesrcmainsin-situ, and a pair of
Frenchburrs are in the garden.A smutteris retainedon the bin tloor.

LL.9.3Other Westburv Mills
Reterencesto two other steammills in Westburyhaveheenfound but more work needsto be
done to difterentiatetheir history. One was in Mary Ann Streetand was destroyedby tire in
1882.The other was in WestburyRoad and was run in the 1850sby Abraham Wren. It is
believedthat thereare no remainsof either."

11.10Exton
Almost nothing is known of this mill, exceptthat in 1877 Bailliere's Gazetteernoted that
Noakes' mill was still operating.Presumablythis was the Noakeswho ran the Hagley steam
mill.

11.1I Deloraine$
I 1.11.1 Clavton's Mill
The first mill in Deloraine,operatingin 1853,was built by Henry Clayton of Wicktord (see
10.1.4).His sons operatedthe steammill tor some years,but following his death it was
bought by SamuelHenry who addeda brewery.In 1873 the interior was destroyedby flre
and the mill was not rebuilt.''
The two-storeybrick building with lott and iron roof rcmainsat 16 BeeteaterStreet,now
convertedinto a home and with somestructuralalterations.

' For a detailedaccountof the Delorainemills.
seeJill Cassidy,Deloraine's Industrial Heritag€! o surr€ y-,
Launceston.1986.
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11.11.2Bowerbank
In 1855 it was announcedthat the Bowerbanksteammill, built by the Horne tamily, was
completedand at work. At some time a turbine was added.It remainedin the hands of the
Horne family until 1873 and then had a successionof owners and lesseesuntil 1907 when
John Taylor becamethe occupier.He was still thereat his dcathin 1935.The mill was still
grinding grain in 1914, but its milling machinerywas sold about 1919 to the Lucks in
Devonport(see I2.1.2). The mill continuedto be usedfor grain crushingat leastuntil 1929.
In 1952it was convertedto a garage,while from I975 it hasoperatedas an art gallery.'n
The three-storeystonemill with slateroof along with the separateenginehouseand circular
brick chimney surviveson the southemside of the Bass Highway to the east of Deloraine
(map rel-erenceDeloraine 733026). A persistentlegend that it was originally a water mill
until steamwas later addedis refutcd by the building structure,which clearly showsthat the
chimney was built as an integral part of the mill. Some of the original internal l'eatures
survive, as doesthe mill pond up the hill with the pipes leading undergroundto the turbine

pir.
11.11.3 Shorey'sMill
In 1863SamuelShoreybuilt a storein tiont of his house,Cotehele,and tn l8l2 he installed
milling machinery and a boiler and commencedtlour production.William Harvey became
the manager and in 1894, some years atter Shorey's death, he bought the mill. The
productionof tlour ceasedrn 1917,but it continuedto be usedfor grinding animal teed for
sometime.to
The two-storey bluestoneand brick building survives on the north-westerncorner of
lrom the
WestburyPlaceand River Road.Although now a dwelling, someinternalf-eatures
milling era survivein the loft.

11.11.4Davern Mill

thatthe MeanderRiverrunsthroughDeloraineit is perhapssurprisingthatonly
Considering
one mill was built as a watermill, but it did not last long. EdwardDavernwas given
It was
permission
to build in 1888but by 1894the mill wasin the handsof the mortgagee.
pulled
in the
down
have
been
It
to
appears
boughtby Furmagein 1900andusedasa store.
Thereareno remains.1930s.
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CHAPTER TWELVE
NORTH-WEST COAST and SARAH ISLAND

l2.l Elizabeth Town.
built a woodenwatemill to the north of ElizabethTown
John Spicer,the local hotel-keeper,
in 1885 but in 1894it was totally destroyedby fire and was not rebuilt. It had been on the
triangle of land formed where the Rubicon River leavesthe vicinity of the road and then
comes back again (map referenceParkham 635103). A house now occupies the site.
However,the weir still survivesa few hundredmetresupstream.'

12.2 Sassafras
12.2.1Skelbrook Mill
The Mills and ManufacturingReturnsindicatesthat a new watetmill beganoperatingin the
Port Sorell areain 1861and this was almostcertainlySkelbrook,built on his farm by Henry
Rockclitf. In 1874 it was driven by an overshotwheel and a portable steamcngine, hut in
1884only steamwas used.The mill was still operationalin 1889.'
condition,remainsto the north of Kings Road (map
The woodenbuilding,still in reasonable
reterenceRailton 592285).Moreover,it containsall its machinerywith the cxceptionof the
steam engine, making it the most complete of Tasmaniansteam mills and therefore of
signitlcance.
considerable

12.2.2Robin Hood
Henry Rockclitf's brother Francisbuilt a mill on his property Robin Hood's Well (now
being in the ValuationRoll of 1875. It too was a
Robin Hood), the tirst known ret-erence
watermill with two setsof Frenchburrs. It seemsto have been working in 1890,hut only
sparingly,and is thoughtto havebeenunableto competcwith Hcnry's steampower.'
The timber mill which had a bluestonebasementand wheel pit is now in ruins, with little of
Latrobe 576307).
the mill building apart trom the rear stonewall remaining(map ref-erence
sulives.
also
dam
A little ruinedmachineryis still on site.The 4Om-wideconcrete

.

For a detailedaccountof the ElizabethTown and Mole Creek mills, seeJill Cassidy,Deloraine's Intlustrial
Heritage: a survey,Launceston,1985.
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12.3Port Sorell
12.3.1Panatana Rivulet
George Robson built a dam acrossthe rivulet (also called Muddy Creek) and had started
building a "small wooden Mill House" in 1817. It appearslikely that the mill was never
finished,however.A weir still in existenceacrossthe rivulet is said to have been built in the
1930s.0

12.3.2Heidelberg Mill, Green's Creek
The mill at GreensCreek (Heidelberg)was nearingcompletionin March 1859 but it was
April 1860when AbrahamWren announcedthat he requiredwheattor the HeidelbergMills.
The mill was owned by Henry Douglasand by 1863it was occupiedby GeorgeSmith who
eventuallyboughtthe property.The mill appearsto have stoppedworking in the 1870sbut
the wooden buildins with its overshotwheel remaineduntil the 1930swhen it was burnt
down.t
The site of the mill is barely visible on the northernbank of GreensCreek immediatelyto the
southof the FrankfordHighway, and partsof the headracecan be traced.

12.4Mole Creek
In 1864 Abraham Wren built a small steammill on Wingtield Creek. It was soon in the
handsof William Reed How who marriedone of Wren's relativesand he was running the
mill in 1883. By ltitt7 it had been convertedto a sawmill run by a turbine. There are no
remains.u

12.5Latrobe
12.5.1Sherwood (Kiacca)
The first referenceto this mill is in the 1867ValuationRoll. whereThomasJohnsonis listed
as having a tlour mill at Sherwood.In 1868the mill was occupiedby E.B. Hunter,evidently
a son of Robert Hunter of the Evandaleand Perth mills (see 10.3 and IO.2). He continued
there for a tew years,and then in 1tt73 R. Bauld seemsto have been the lessee.Robert
Hunter died therein 1873and the rest of the family appearsto have moved away. In ltl76
Heron and Vincent were convertingthe mill to a sawmill, with a new water wheel and race
tiom CarolineCreek.The site has not beendetermined.'

12.5.2Bonney/Rudge Mill
JamesBonney built a tlour mill on his farm just outside Latrobe in the 1870s;the first
in the ValuationRolls is in 1875.By 1886the water wheel had beenreplacedby a
ret-erence
turbinewhich worked two pairsof stones.By 1888the mill was occupiedhy William Rudge

237

and he convertedthe mill to rollers.By 1900he had boughtthe mill. By 1905H. Lord was
the manager,and in 1908 he convertedthe mill to supply electricity to the township. The
building continued to be used for this purpose until 1933 when the Hydro Electric
Commissiontook over.'
Concretefoundationsremain in Mill Lane (map reterenceLatrobe 500344) along with two
Leftel turbines,althoughtheseare likely to be lrom the power station.The tail race can be
tracedtor 300m to its junction with Bonney'sCreek.

12.6 Kelcey's Mill, Spreyton
This mill was built by StephenKelcey on an arm of Figure of Eight Creek in what is now
called Flour Mill Bay. It is the only known tidal mill to have been built in the colony, and
was operatingby August 1856,makingit the first llour mill on the Mersey.Kelceyalsohad a
tide-operatedsawmill nearby.He continuedto operatethe mills until the early 1890s.In
1963 remnantsof the damsfor the mills could still be seen,but in that year thc Devonport
Council decidedto opena new retusetip on the site.The areahasnow beenreclaimedand is
a recreationground.'

12.7 Devonport
12.7.1Stewart's Mill, Torquay (East Devonport)
Roben Stewartbuilt a sawmill at Torquayby 1854.In 1867he advisedthat his stcamt-lour
mill on the samesite was operational.The mill had variouslcsseesfor a lew yearsbeforeand
also after Stewart'sdeath in 1877,and in 1883 Aaron Clark trom the WoodsideMill at
Franklin (see7.2) was operatingit. In August 1884the mill burnt down and was not rebuilt.
The site of the mill in TarletonStreet(approximatemap ret-erence
Latrobe 471395)is now
occupiedby the Argosy Motel.'u

12,7,2Luck's Mill, West Devonport
John Luck, sawmiller and builder. erectedthe wooden and corrugatediron North-Western
Roller Mills in Upper Rooke Streetin 1890,thus ranking with some of the colony's most
progressivemillers in using rollers so early. Luck won medals for his roller tlour but
Federationopenedhis businessto too much competitionand a lew years later the mill
stoppedworking. About 1919John'sson Aubrey re-openedthe mill, buying machineryfrom
Deloraine'sBowerbankMill, and he was laterjoined by his brotherNorman.However,the
mill worked for only a tew years and in March 1925 they sold the machinery at auction.
They continuedin businessas hardwaremerchantsand the enterprise,later renamedLuck &
Haines,continuedlor most of the twentiethcentury.What rcmainedof the original building
appearsto have beendemolishedin the last f-ewyears."
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12.7.3North-Western Flour Mill, Devonport
The third mill in Devonport,betweenFormby Road and the river, was built about 1961 by
Gibson's to provide t-lour to bakeries on the coast. When Monds & Al'tleck took over
Gibson'sin 1974they also took over the North-WesternFlour Mills. Within a year they had
begun the production of flour for starch,with the f-lour being blown next door to Tasman
Starcheswhich separatedthe starchfrom the gluten. The starchwas sold to the two paper
makers at Burnie and Wesley Valc, and the gluten was exported. As the paper makers
expandedproduction the Devonport mill also increasedin capacity,using rollers and a
plansifter from the Morrison Street mill when this closed down. The mill was working
aroundthe clock rn 1994but in 1995 therewere problemsin the internationalgluten market
and in July 1996the mill, by then ownedby Pivot, was closeddown with the loss of six jobs.
The building remainson the whad, but the machinerywas sold to variousbuyersinterstate.''

12.8 Sheffield
12.8.1Cables'Mill
JamcsCablesarrived trrom Scotlandin 1859 and, after a stint at Harden and Emerald Mills
(see9. I.I2 & 10.1.5),settledto the west of Sheffleldin ltt61. At some time he built a
watermill on his farm, utilising the watersof the Don River, but found this unsatistactoryas
the water supply was not good enoughin summerand in winter the wheat was too damp to
grind satisfactorily.In I872 he built a steammill closerto his house,but this closedin 1884.
The millstoneswere later taken to JamesHope's new mill near Barrington Road (see

r2.9.2)."
The tirst mill was on the Don River to the north of CablesRoad (approximatemap teference
Sheftield 413190).Traces of the mill race coming lrom the bridge are still visible. The
Shetfleld412190),hasletl
secondmill, just to the norlh of the tarm buildings(maprel-ercnce
just the excavationsshowingwhereit stood.

12.8.2Hope's two mills
With the district of Shettleld well known for its grain growing, it is not surprisingthat
anothert-lourmill was soonbuilt. The owner this time was JamesHope, who had worked at
Bowerbank for 14 years and then had managedShorey's Mill for 16 years. He built a
watermill on the Don River and it was probably this which the Launceston Exuntiner
announcedin Aprit 1888 had just beencompleted.When the millstoneswere draggedfiom
Cables'Mill (see12.8.1)it was said that the triction causeda tire in the scrub.Within ten
yearsHope was finding thc mill too small and about 1895-6it was closedand replacedby a
new mill (seebelow).''
The mill was to the south-westof the bridge over the Don River on the Sheftield Road (map
referenceSheffield415195).A slight depressionmarks the mill race near the mill site, but
another part of the mill race turther upstreamis quito clearly visible and part of the dam
survives(mapreferenceSheffield114193).
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Hope's new steammill was built in 1895on the north-eastcornerof West Nook Road and
the SheffieldMain Road.The mill was of corrugatediron over a woodentramework and was
completedby January1896,with the Corneliusrollers addedand working by March. The
mill was still working in 1911but had evidentlyceasedproductionby 1913.The machinery
was convertedfor grain seeddressingand grain crushing and was still being run by Hope
descendants
until about 1968.In 1973the dilapidatedbuildingwas demolished.There are no
remains.'t

12.9 Kelcey's Mill at Nook
StephenKelcey, son of the SpreytonKelcey (see 12.6),built a llour mill on the Don River
close to the waterfall at Nook. It is first mentionedin the Valuation Rolls in 1tt75.The mill
burnt down, evidentlyin 1894.Therearc no remains.'u

12.10Forth Mills
CharlesWellard built the first mill in Forth. then called Hamilton-on-Forth.in 18U0.The
wooden mill was operatedby a turbine using water trom Hamilton Creek, with possibly
additionalsteampower as required.At sometime he built a replacementweatherhoardmill a
little furlher downstreamto get a greaterfall of water.This mill was poweredby both turbine
and steam,and usedCorneliusrollers.The tjrst mill was utilised for grain storagcuntil it was
demolished.The secondmill was still supplyingthe districtwith llour well into the twentieth
century-a descendant
estimatedabout 1918-and thenwas pullecldown in the early 1920s.''
There are no remainsof eitherof the mill buildings.Thc first was at approximatclyKindred
375396and the secondapproximately374396,directly oppositeGrove Street.The miller's
house,now called Mill House,surviveswith parts of Frenchburr stonesin the yard. The
upperand lower damsalso remain:at Kindred 378394,aboveGeorgeStreet,and at 316395
where a valve survivesimmediatelyto the southof the driveway.
J J

12.11.Leith Mill. Clavton's Rivulet
JamesScott,millwright tor Hunter'sPerthmill (see 10.2),latermoved to Clayton'sRivulet
and erected a water-poweredtlour mill there. The LauncestonExaminer announcedin
October1861that it was readyto beginoperations,and in l871it was repclrtedthat oatmeal
had been producedfor many years.The mill was later operatedby his sons,until the late
1890swhen they erecteda new steammill in Ulverstone(see I2.l2.l). No remainsof this
mill have been found. It was located betweenthe main road and the railway bridge, near
Turner'sBeach(earliercalledScott'sBeach).''
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12.12Ulverstone
12.12.1Scott Brothers' Mill
In 1897 theAustralian Miller announcedthat the Corneliusroller plant at the Leith Mill was
to be moved to a new mill. By 1900the three-storeyweatherboardsteammill had beenbuilt
on the westernside of Ulverstone'sMain StreetbetweenAlexandraRoad and Finch Street.
The mill was still operatingin 1913 when Robert Scott died, but seemsto have stopped
working by 1925.The exactlocationof the mill hasnot beendetermincd.'o

12.12.2Castra Road mill
A water poweredmill was built by ThomasShaw and P.C. Maxwell betweenCastraRoad
and Button's or SerpentineCreek,afew kilometresout of Ulverstone.The mill utilised a
turbine and was operating in 1874. In 1876 the partnershipwas dissolvcd and Shaw
remained,the job of miller being eventuallytaken over by his son, also Thomas.The mill
had stoppedworking by 1925,and the mill was pulled down atter the SecondWorld War and
the timberusedtor makingtwo bams.No remainshaveso far beenlocatedof the mill, which
was on the flat groundright next to the creek(approximatemap reterenceKindred 31 5392\."'

12.13Fielding Brothers' mill, Penguin
Jamesand Charles Fielding operateda steam tlour mill in conjunction with a sawmill in
Penguinfrom 1888 to 1914.In 1896 they addeda Corneliusroller mill to their plant. The
buildingswere half-waybetweenthe presentDeviationRoadand MissionHill Road,with the
tlour mill in the gully below 66 MissionHill Road.All traceof the building hasgone.''

12.14Sulphur Creek mill

The SulphurCreekwatermillwas built by GeorgeLing on his property.Nothingmore is
the
knownof it, exceptthatit waslikely to havebeenwherethc new BassHighwaycrosses
r

ll

crecK.

12.15Somersetmill
According to a 1925 accountin the Advocate,one Richard Byrne in the I tt60s built a small
water-poweredmill on a small creek on the Cam Road. Even though he was oftbring steel
cut, silk dressedflour, the 1-lourwas not as good as Launcestontlour and the mill stopped
working afier only a tew years.The locationof this mill hasnot beencletermined."

12.16Wynyard mill
E.O. Blackwell had erecteda tlour mill on the westernside of Big Creek by 1892. About
1904Tyrell and Callaway took over the mill trom the Blackwell Brothers and by this time
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the mill had rollers.The mill was still operatingin 1915but in 1925when the mill. ownedby
S.W. Margetts,was destroyedby tire it was said that t-lourhad not been producedtor many
years.Remainsof foundationwalls remainon the side of Big Creek,about lt)Om to the south
of Inslis Street."

12.17Stanley
12.17.1Highfield horse millr
A tour-horseflour mill was set up at Highfield for the Van Diemen'sLand Co. betweenJuly
1831and June 1832.By Octoberthe metalhorsewheelhad brokenwhich put the mill out of
lound is trom 1840,althoughaccordingto
action for some time. The only other ref'erence
Bolt & Lennox the mill was still in use into the twentiethcentury but driven tlrst by steam
and thendiesel.The Mill Barn liom 1836is still extant."

12.17.2Highfield steam mill
In 1834a flour mill and steamenginewere senttrom England,but the castiron wheelswere
broken during landing. It seemsthat the mill never worked and in 1840 the machinery was
sentto Porl.Philip.'o

12.17.3 Highfield windmill
A windmill was sentto Hightield in 1844by the ElizctbethctntlJane, along with two pairs of
Frenchburr stonesand one pair of English stoneslor barley,etc. It appearsto have been
working in 1845. By 1849 the windmill was let to William Allen who seemsto have
continuedto leaseit until his dcathin 1857.It is not known if it continuedto work after his
death. The mill was erectedto the north-eastof Hightield (map ref'erenceapproximately
Stanley558881),directlyto the north of the ruins on the road into Hightleld. The positionis
now ploughedand thereareno remains."

12.17.4 Stanlev windmill
A windmill in Stanleyis first recordedin the Mills and ManutacturingReturnsfor 1839.By
1855 it was owned and was being run by JosephAlexander. For much clf the l86f)s
Alexanderwas in Wynyard and the mill was unoccupiedbut in 1868ThomasHendersonwas
advertisingtrom the StanleyFlour Mills. Nothing turther has been found. The mill was on
the easternside of Main Road/WharfRoad southof Victoria Street;therearo no remains."

t Information on Highfield mills courtesy of Geoff Lennox, DPIWE.
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12.18Forest mill
According to the usually reliable book, Back to Circular Head, an early settler at Forest,
Stuchberry,harnessedwater to drive a llour mill. This was nearthe foot of Stuchberry'sHill.
Nothing more hasbeenfound.'n

12.19Sarah Island+
The existenceof a flour mill on SarahIsland is known trom the list of offenccsfor c:onvicts.
The f irst referenceis from 8 May 1824when a convict was chargedwith stealingwheat fiom
ttom July 1831.It would seemlikely that the mill
the mill, and the last certainret-erence
continuedin use until the settlementclosed in January1834. It is most likely that the mill
mill operatedby the convicts,althoughit is possiblethat it was a small
was a capstan-type
treadmill.'o
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CHAPTER 13
REMAINING FLOUR MILL SITES: ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE

The comparisonof remainingflour mill siteslisted in Tables 1-4 contains34 sites where the
mill building is essentiallyintact and a turther 19 siteswhereincompletestructuresor building
foundationshavebeenlocated.Of the completemills, some62Vo(21 sites)containrcmainsof
machineryconnectedwith providing power, transfeningpower or processinggrain and meal.
In terms of mill type, water mills are dominantwith 9 sitesexhibiting substantialmachinery
remains;3 were combined water/steammill sites,2 were horse mills, with the rcmaining 7
being steam or electrically driven mills generally containing minor remains of ancillary
equipment.Only watermills retain examplesof the power source,in all casesby means of
water wheels.No completeexample of a wind poweredt-lourmill has survived, although a
substantiallybuilt brick tower mill at Oatlandsis representative
of the more sophisticatedand
technologicallyadvanceddesignthat evolved in Britain during the llrst half of the nineteenth
century.
This comparative assessmenthighlights the relative significance of the Tasmanian t-lour
milling heritagewhen comparedwith the mainlandstates.Only two sitesestablishedprior tcr
1840 on the mainland are known to have survived with the original building or machinery
largely intact (South Perth windmill. WesternAustralia,and the Springfield horse mill, New
South Wales), whereasTasmaniahas 6 such sites (5 watermills togetherwith the Oatlands
windmill). Tasmania theretore retains the only collection of relatively complete water
poweredtlour mills establishedpre-1840,which include the earliestexamplesof industrial
buildings containingcomponentsof the original machinery.Thesesiteswhen assessed
in their
entirety are therefore of national significance,and demonstratemany of the evolutionary
advancesin water wheel design and grain processingtechnology during the nineteenth
century.
The mill siteshavebeencomparedon the basisof five principal criteria:
a
o
o

constructiondate,
extentand condition of the remainingstructures,and
surviving remainsand condition of the power source,the drive machineryfor transterrins
power and ancillary equipmentwhich processedthe grain and meal.

When ratings are applied to each of thesecriteria (see 13.1 for turther details).the mill sites
may be groupedinto four levelsof importancewhen assessed
in termsof the total rating:
Table 1

Includessitesof considerableheritagesignificance(total rating of 8 or higher)
in terms of the date establishedor the machineryand /or equipmentretained.
Watermills erectedin the period 1830-1860are dominant.but this table also
includes the sole remaining windmill that is complete externally (Callington
Mill, Oatlands):the most completeexampleof a country mill demonstrating
the transitionfrom water to steampower (Skelbrook,Sassafias);and two small
farm mills originally operatedby meansof horseworks.
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Table2

Includes important sites where the building remains essentiallycomplete or
early sites of considerablehistorical signitlcancehaving a total rnting qf 6-7.
including hoth smaller
Steammills erectedpost-1840are largely represented,
country mills utilising traditionalmillstonesand larger urban mills convertedto
large capacity roller plant powered by electricity. Also includes the oldest
identifiable mill site at New Norfolk (Terry's Mill), two important midnineteenthcentury mills utilising water turbinesthat were convertedto roller
milling (Carrick and Bowerbank), the oldest remaining example of a large
urban steam mill (Gibson's Mill, Hoban) and what is probably the oldest
remainingmill buildingin Hobart(DaveyStreet).

Table 3

Includes important early sites where the mill structuresare incomplete,often
marked only by the foundations,togetherwith smaller post-I tl60 steammills
and the Port Arthur treadmilVwatermillcomplex,all having a total rating o.f5.

Table 4

Sitesof minor significance(total rating of 4 or /ess)generallymarked only by
partial foundations but includes the last constructed mills in Launceston
(CataractIV) and Hobaft (Salamanca
Place),and the re-locatedBartonMill.

Although the remainingtlour mill heritagedetailedin the tablesis impressive,not all types of
mills have survived, most notably examples of post or smock windmills of wooden
constructionor a tidal mill, only one examplehaving been erectedin Tasmania.Despite the
extensiveuse of water turbines,particularly along the North-West Coast, no representative
mills retainingthe power sourcein-situ are known. With the dispersalof milling equipment
liom Gibson's SalamancaPlacemill, only one site in Tasmanianow rctainscompleteroller
milling plant togetherwith examplesof early nineteenthcenturyprocessingequipment,that of
Pivot's Esplanadecomplexin Launceston.

13.L AssessmentCriteria
The comparisonof remainingflour mill sites is basedon an assessment
of the tollowing
tactors:
L.
Construction Date - Four categorieshavebeenadoptedreflectingthe difterent phases
of mill constructionand introductionof mill technology:
Pre-I 840

Includesa period of establishmentand rapid expansionof both urban and rural
sites where predominantly small watermills invariably having two pairs
millstones.wooden post mills (of which none have survived),and the larger
tower windmills were erected.

t 840-60

Spansa vigorousperiodof mill constructionwhich culminatedin 1860with the
largestnumber of operationalsites as recordedby the Mills & Manufactories
Returns. Many of the existing watermills were rebuilt or enlarged with
additional millstones and steam power was added to ensure continuous
production in drought periods.Medium to large steam mills were erectedor
expandedduring this period,the largermills havingup to 7 pairsof millstones,
although3-5 pairswas moretypical.
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I 860-r 900

Marks a periodof continuoustechnologicaladvancement
in the developmentof
alternative power sources (water turbines, improved steam engine design,
introduction of oil engines etc.), and improved tlour processingequipment
culminating in the introduction of roller mills from the mid- 1880s"Large
capacity steam powered mills were established primarily in Longford,
Launcestonand Hobart lollowing the developmentof railways. This period
recordsa markeddeclinein the number of traditionalwind and water powered
mills, with steam (later electricity) mills equippedwith roller plant becoming
dominantpost-Federation.

Post-I900

A period of consolidation,the industrybeing dominatedby a small numberof
high capacitymills titted with improvedmachineryoperatedround the clock.

Note:

When severalmills have the sametotal rating, the mills are placed in the table
accordingto dateof construction.

2.
Building Condition- basedon the extentandconditionof the remainingstructures,
asfollows:
No visible renutinsof the builtlings although the mill race tnay be partiallry intact.
Mill foundations remnin which may include subtloor stone or masonry walling around the
building perimeter,the wheel pit of watermills,or the engine house of steam mills. For
windmills, loundationsfor post mills may includeblocksof stoneor masonrytor the timber
trestle;or tbr tower mills, remainsof the groundtloor wallins.
Partiallt; complete describesstructureswhere the perimeter walls largely remain but the
roofing haslargelydisintegrated
or hasbeenremovedentirely.
Complete though altered structurally includes sites where the mill buildings remain
recognisableas having been utilised for industrial processingbut which may have an altered
external appearancedue to the removal of attachedstructuressuch as the engine house or
chimney. or parts of the original building; alterationof windows and doorways during
conversionto offices,warehousingor dwellings;or in extremecases,re-locationof the entire
buildins.
Complete,largely original.conclitionincludessiteswhere re-developmenthas not occurredor
has been undertakenin a controlled manner to retain the essentialcharacteristicsof an
industrialbuildins.
Power Source - basedon the extent and condition of the remaining water wheel,
3.
water turbine or steamengine.No examplesof in-situ horsewheels,horseworks,lread wheels,
windmills completewith sails,or steamengineswere encounteredduring the study. Although
examplesof water turbinesused in Tasmanianllour mills have survived,they have all been
removed fiom the original sites. The categoriesadoptcd, therefbre, largely ref-erto water
wheels.althoughwater turbinesor steamenginesarenotedwherethey surviveotf-site"
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No remnins
Fragmentsonly typically includeswatermill siteswhere parts of the iron componentsremain
in-situ to enable the dimensionsand original constructiondetails to be determined with
reasonableaccuracy.In the caseof steamengines,only parts of the tramework are known to
havesurvived.
Incomplete,derelict refers to water wheels where the woodencomponentshave partially or
completelydisintegrated,
but enoughof the structureremainsto enablethe wheel to be rebuilt
to the orisinal desisn.
Complete, replacement,possible changed characteristicsalso refers specilically to water
wheels which have been rebuilt during their working lives where constructedof wooden
components,or where replacementwheels (often fabricatedin iron) replacedearlier wooden
wheels.
Complete, original condition, or retaining original charocteristicsincludes water wheels
which remainlargelyas originallyinstalledexcepttor the lossof woodencomponents,suchas
the buckets.There is a degreeof uncertaintyin some cases,as it is not always possibleto
preciselydetemine the fabricationdate.
4.
Drive Mechanism - refers to the gearing and shafling required to transmit the power
liom the prime mover to the means of grinding. As tor the section on the power source,
remainsof the drive machineryare largely confinedto water mill sites,althoughfragmentsof
gearingto horseor steampoweredmills havesurvivedin-situ.
No remains.
Incomplete,hurstingor millstonesnray remain refersto siteswhere minor componentsrcmain
in-situ,which may be intactor damaged.
Largely compl.eteincludes sites where most of the gearing and essentialshatting to the
millstones remains, but where fabrication of additional components,not necessarilyto the
original design,would be requiredduringrestoration.
Complete,modffiedcondition refersto siteswherethe drive machineryhas beenalteredduring
the working life of the mill, but which is complete,enabling the machineryto ho restoredto
working order.
Complete, original condition includes site where the original drive machinery can be
identified due to the design and constructioncharacteristics.Only one such site is assessed
with contidenceas meeting thesecriteria, although possiblemoditications in a turther two
mills may be of minor extent and could be assignedto this category following turther
assessment.
Ancillary Equipment includesthat requiredtor processingof the grain or meal such
5.
as grain drying, cleaning,scouringor smuttingmachines;tlour dressing,gradingor purifying
equipment;or machineryfor movementof grain or tlour aroundthe mill such as sack hoists,
In twentiethcenturymills that are still operating,or haverecently
elevatorsor creepers/augers.
ceasedproduction, only machinery that can be dated from the period of the rtriginal mill
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The categoriesadoptedincluding no
constructionhas been includedin the assessment.
remainsin goocl
remnins;minor remains:incompleteor in poor condition;and sig,nificcuxt
contlition,areselfexplanatory.
with importantnames
Note: The impossibilityof givinga numericalratingfor an association
in the ratingstable.However,this informationis
in milling meansthat it is not considered
includedin therelevantsections
of eachchapter.

13.2Site Comparison
13.2.1ConstructionDate
When the remainingmill sitesare comparedin terms of constructiondate (seeTable 5) each
of the selectedperiodsare seento be well representedthroughoutthe nineteenthcentury"Of
the total number of sites, those where the building is complete are also consistently
in
representedat 55-60Voof the sites.The situationlor rcmaining machinerywhen assessed
and processingequipment,is
termsof a combinationof the power source,power transmission
seento be heavily weightedin favour of the pre-1840sites.The tive remainingwatermills
identitled in Table I not only form 50Vaof thoseretainingsignificantmachineryfor the pre1840 period, but also constitute507aof the total number of nineteenthcentury sites.These
sites togetherwith thoseerectedlater in the nineteenthcentury thereforeshould be afforded
the maximum protection as heritage-listedstructuresand assignedthe highest priority for
eventualconservationtundinq.
Table 5 - Summary of Remaining Sitesof Heritage Significance

Number
Sites

Totals

Building Complete
No/Percentage of Total
Sitqs'

Significant Machinery
No/Percentage of Total
Sitest

10

6

60q,

5

23

l3

577c

18

11

6r%,

a
-1

4

4

rc}%

0

0

55

34

62%

10

t8%

,,

50%
97a

TJ%,

Note 1: Includesthosewith a Rating of 3 or 4 in Tables 1 to 4.
Note 2: Includesthosewith a Rating of 2 or higher.

13.2.2Buildings
Buildings tormerly utilised for grain processingthat remain largely complete have been
by a 3 or 4
conflrmedat some34 sitesduring the courseof this study,thesebeingcategorised
rating in Tables I to 4. Although this study has not assessedthe architecturalt-eaturesin

249

detail, it is consideredthat at least sevenof thesemills remain largely unalteredexternally
from the cessationof milling. Theseinclude threewatermills (Nant II, OuseanclStrathmore);
Callington windmill; Rhebanhorse mill; Bowerbanksteam/hydraulicmill; and the Union
Streetsteammill at Longford. The later mill sitesthat continuedto operateinto the twentieth
centuryhave beensubjectedto extensivemodificationand expansionand have therelorebeen
assessedas having a 3-rating. Mills erectedduring the latter half of the nineteenthcentury
suchas Gibson'sCity Mill, Hobartand the Crown Mill, Launceston,may also be includedin
the "largelv original conditiorl"categorybut have beenassigneda lower 3-rating as it was not
possibleto assessthe extent of structuralalterationsduring the time availabletor the study.
Additionalsteammills, suchas Burn's Mill, Richmondmay similarly be eligibletor a1-ratrng
following detailedassessment.
The structuralcondition of some of the older mills, particularly the watermills due to being
sited ad.iacentto flood-pronerivers, is a causefor conceffl for long term preseryation.Sites
with a past history of structural movement requiring remedial stabilisationworks include
Gala, Maytield, Riversdaleand Strathmore.The perimeterwalls of the RiversdaleMill have
been extensivelyrebuilt in the 1990swhich has stabilisedthis important structurc.Extensive
restorationand maintenancehas beenundertakenat sitessuch as Connorville and Thorpe II in
recent times. Sites with potential for continuing deterioration,due to the building being of
woodenconstructionor the roofing having disintegrated,includeClarendonand the important
steamconverledwatermill at Sassafias.
Whilst most of the post-1840 steammills have beenconvertedf or residentialor community
uses,someimportantsitesremainlargely unaltered,for exampleBowerbankMill, Deloraine;
Emeraldand Union StrcetMills, Longtord.The enfbrcementof planningcontrolsis required
to ensurethat the characterof theseimportantindustrialsitesis not affbctedby unsympathetic
alterationslollowing possiblefuture rezoningfor alternativeuses.

13.2.3Power Source
Remainingexamplesof the power transmissionare largely confinedto watermillswith nine
conllrmed sites comprisingpartial remainsof an undershotwheel (Clarendon),twcl overshot
wheels (FentonForest,Thorpe II) and six breastshotwheels (Connorville,Gala, Maylield,
Nant II, Ouse and Riversdale).Wheelsof woodenconstructionare ditficult to date due to the
requirementtor rebuilding after a working lifb of 20 - 30 years. The examplesat Gala and
Rivcrsdale are therefore expected to be of late nineteenth century construction but are
consideredto have retained the dimensionsand characteristicsof the original wheels. The
breastshotwheel at Riversdaleis in relatively good condition but the Gala example has
partially disintegrateddue to regularinundations.Stabilisationand ultimate re-constructionof
this wheel is requiredto ensurethe retentionof this site as one of considerablesigniticance.
Available historical material indicatesthat Buxton's Mill at Mayfield could well have been
built with ring or rim gearing,an early applicationof this method.This arrangementenabled
the millstonesto be arranged'in-line', being driven by meansof a horizontalshatl. The ring
gearing was attachedto the outside perimeter ol the water wheel. Maytleld is the sole
remaining example of many such applicationsin Tasmania.The wooden wheel has now
collapsedbut the segmentediron gearingremainsin the earth-fllled wheel pit. although the
castingsmay be damaged.This wheel could be rebuilt as a detailedphotographicrecord has
survived"

250

Water wheels of compositeconstruction(typically wooden bucketsand arms with cast iron
hubs and shrouds)are representedby examplesat Connoryille, Fenton Forest and Thorpe II,
the latter examplesbeing overshotwheels.The wheel at Thorpe is believedto be the oldest
remaining example in Australia and is thereforeof considerablesignificancc.The cast iron
frames of this wheel have characteristicsof early nineteenth century castings, possibly
originatingliom the first mill constructedon the site in the early 1820s.It is possiblethat the
iron frames were utilised to build a wider wheel with dual compartmentwooden bucketsin
1836when the mill was rebuilt as a brick structurewith stonetoundations.A later exampleat
Fenton Forest, of probablelate-nineteenthcentury construction,is largely tabricatedin iron
but retainedwoodenbucketswhich havenow rotted away. The well prcservedand maintained
breastshotwheel at Connorville has early to mid-nineteenthcentury designf'eaturesand may
pre-datethe mill's constructionwhich evidentlytook placein the early 1860s.
The remainingbreastshotwheelsat Ouse and Nant II of 1880sconstructioncan be reliably
dated as the suppliersare known. The Ouse wheel of compositeconstructionwith wooden
buckets was supplied by Ford &, Pye, timber merchantsbased in Hobart, but probably
fabricatedin Melbournefoundrieswhere JamesPye had previouslyestablishedironworking
facilities. The Nant wheel of all iron constructionwas labricatedby the Hobart-basedRobert
Kennedy& Sonswho acquiredthe DerwentIronworks& EngineeringCompanyin 1885.This
is of sophisticateddesign being fitted with curved wrought iron buckets and crank-driven
reciprocatingpumpsoperatedtiom the wheel shati.
Few examplesof water turbinestrom tormer flour mill sites are known to have survived in
Tasmania. A small Stillwell & Bierce turbine of American manufacture removed tiom
Monds' Carrick Mill was utilised to operatereciprocatingpumps for water supply at the
Vaucluseproperty.No known examplesof the Lellbl turbinesused extensivelywhen mills
were convertedto roller milling have beenlocatedduring this study.Larger examplesof the
same type and manufacturer,used for electricity generatedat the site of Bonney's Mill at
Latrobe. remain in-situ. A pclton wheel of probablelate nineteenthcentury manutacture,
probablyusedto operatetwo iron tramedstonesat the Killymoon II Mill, St Mary's is stored
at the QueenVictoria Museum& Art Gallery.
A wide variety of steamengine types are known to have been installed in Tasmaniantlour
mills, of which importedbeamengineswere dominantpre-1850.In the smallercountrymills,
horizontal or vertical engines provided adequatepower to operate one or twct pairs of
millstones.In the latter part of the nineteenthcentury a number of portable steam engines
were also utilised, examples including Skelbrook Mill, Sassati'asand Shorey's Mil1,
Deloraine.In the larger mills equippedwith roller plant from the late-1880s,the increased
powerrequirements
led to the introductionof tandemcompoundhorizontalengines.
Following mill closures,steamenginesas prime assetswere sold otf and consequentlyno
examplesof enginesremainingin-situ are known. Foftunatelyhowever,two enginestormerly
usedin t-lourmills have suruived.The McNaught beamenginemanufacturedby A & W Smith
& Co, Glasgow and now preservedat the Hobart TAFE Institute,is documentedas operating
the CommercialMill in Hobart when the propertywas advertisedfor sale in 1863.The iron
base and cylinder of a vertical steamengine,probably of mid-nineteenthmanufacture,was
recentlyrecoveredfrom the JerichoMill site for conservationand future display at thc Queen
Victoria Museum & Art Gallerv"
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13.2.4Drive Machinery
Remaining examplesof power transfersystemscomprising gearing and shatiing are largely
contined to water mill sites, although minor componentshave been recorded at horse and
steampoweredmills. The drive machineryin traditionaleightecnthcenturymills involved the
constructionof wooden gearing and shafting. Following British practices,lechnological
advancesduring the nineteenthcentury madeavailablecast ircln, wrought iron, and later steel
componentsof increasedquality and retinement. which were suhstitutedin part, or
completely,for worn out or damagedwooden parts. Few completeexamplesof pre-1850
gearing now remain due to the gradual decay and disintegrationduring the ensuingcentury
sincethe declineof watermills.
Only two mills retain the original wooden gearing/shaftinglargely intact (Strathmoreand to a
lesserextent,Riversdale),of which that at Strathmoreappearsto be unchangedsince the mill
was erectedin the early 1830s.This gearingis of massiveproportions,which is largelyof late
eighteenthcenturydesignincorporatinga spur wheel of compassarm construction,uniquein
Australia.Iron castingswere utilisedfor the wallowerand hubsof thc pit wheel.havingearly
nineteenthcentury characteristics.and are similarly rare at remaining industrial sites. The
collapseof the water wheel shati, possiblyfollowing the 1929tlood. has resultedin damage
being sustainedby the wallower and pitwheel, the latter being partially buried in silt within
the cog pit. The gearing at Riversdaleis of a compact design that has required possible
replacementof some componentsbut appearsto be largely original. The mill rctains the
enclosedwater wheel and original woodenshaftand is theretorerelatively completebeing one
of only threesuch mills togetherwith Thorpe and Connorville.Incompleteexampleshaving
woodengearingincludeGala and Clarcndon,the pit wheelsremainingat both sites,hut these
are in dangerof continuingdegradationdue to being partiallyburied in silt or being exposed
to the elements.
The drive machineryat Thorpeand Connoryille,althoughcomplete,is of a later construction
date and design. The gearing at Thorpe appearsto have been extensivelyre-designedand
replaced,the tinal modiflcationsin the late nineteenthcentury probably undertakenwhen an
early Turner and Carterroller mill was installed.The gearingis now largely of iron or steel
construction,the woodenwheel shafl beingreplacedduring the 1970srestoration.The power
design,having beenadaptedor modified
transmissionat Connorvilleis of an unconventional
to servicesaw milling operationsin addition to the t-lourmill, which may have pre-datedany
moditications.A plaque on the hurstingattributesthe machineryto the Launcestonbased
millwright William Knight, and is thereforeof post-1858construction.The iron hurstingat
the Skelbrookwater/steammill exhibitssimilaritiesof castingswith thoseat Connorville, and
it appearsthat the drive machineryfor this mill was probablysuppliedby tho samefoundry.
Further examplesof late nineteenthcentury iron gearingremain at Nant and Maytield, both
beingincomplete.Most of the gearingfiom the Ousemill was removedwhen it was converted
for waterpumpingpurposes,but tragmentsof the damagedcastiron pit wheelrcmainin-situ.
13.2.5Ancillary Equipment
The relative paucity of nineteenthcentury ancillary machineryremainingin Tasmaniantlour
mills is rellective also of mainland mills" Generally the equipment that has survived is
incompleteand in poor condition,with notableexccptionsbeingthe collectionsat Ouseand to
a lesser extent Connorville and Sassafras.These sites retain examples of mid-nineteenth
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century grain cleaning and flour dressingequipment that were typical of smaller country
milling operations.At Ouse an early example of a large timber framed grain cleaner is
complementedby flour dressingequipmentsuppliedby Otto C. Schumacherincluding an
hexagonalsilk reel and a later 'rapid round reel' model ordered in Octobcr 1895. At
Connorville and Sassatias,Eureka vertical smuttersof American manutactureare retained
togetherwith large hexagonalsilk reels.
An impofiant collectionof late nineteenthequipmentretainedat the SwanseaMill, includesan
'horizontal
extremelyrare Corneliusporcelainroller mill, Schumacher
bran duster' and a
combined grain cleaner/scourerof unknown manufacture.A large hexagonal reel flour
dresser,Eureka smutter and two pairs of balancedFrench hurr millstones are retained at
Sassatias.The equipment at Thorpe includes a grain cleaner/smuttersuppliod by Thomas
Tyson, a Melbourneagenttor largelyBritish manutacturers,
and a collectionof elevatorsand
creepers,generallyin poor condition.Incompletecollectionsof twentiethcenturyequipment
remain in the larger steam mills that continued in prclductionuntil the sccond hall' of the
century,but theseare at considerablerisk of uncontrolleddisposalin the absenceof adequate
planningconstraintsfor former industrialsites,e.g: Altleck's Union StreetMill at Longford,
and Gibson'sHobartMills at MorrisonStreet. The equipmentlrom the last operatingmills at
the North-WesternMill, Devonport,and SalamancaPlace,Hobaft, has recentlybeendispersed
to the mainland, leaving the Pivot facility in Launcestonas the final remaining Tasmanian
exampleof an integratedroller milling plant.

13.3Further Sites
Additional sites of significanceinclude the SconeMills, Perth, and Newry Mill, Longford,
which were both destroyedby fire and the sites re-developcd.At Scone the mill race was
adaptedfor electricitygeneration,probablyby meansof a small turhine,and it is now unclear
whether the remaining toundationsrelate to the mill or are of later construction.At Newry
where the site was usedby the Longford Water Trust tor a pumping plant until the 1920sit
seems likely that the remains are of the pumping plant. It is also unclear whether an
operationaltlour mill was established
at Landfall for the reasonsdetaileclin Section9.5. Due
to the uncertainty surrounding these sites, they have been omitted tiom tho tollowing
of all known sites.
comparativeassessment
Further sites where minor remains of the foundationscannot be assignedwith certainty to
tlour mill processinghave been omitted from the tables,e.9., Wattle Hill steammill which
may relateto the brewery and Mcleod's Mill at Perth which is known to have heen usedtor
water pumping purposes. Sitesmarked only by the embankmentor weir for water rctention,
or by the mill race,havealsobeenexcludedtrom the tables,e.9.,Newry Mill, or Gatehouse's
Mill at New Town.
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PHOTOGRAPHS

OF

REMAINING

MILL SITES
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The secondThorpe Mill,
Bothwell, 1998, showing
the headrace coming in
from the right.
(QVMAG:1999:P:0590:
34135)

Thorpe overshotwheel
(reconstructed).
22)
(QVMAG:1999:P:0598:201

MillbrookMill, OuseL997,
with remainsof wheel.
(QVMAG:1999:P:0578:
11/35)

Interior Millbrook Mill, with millstones
in foreground,mill bills on wall and
lever usedto operatethe sluicegate
from inside the mill.

Connorville Mill showing wooden
wheelhouseat rear, 1997.
(QVMAG:1999:P:0577:25I 35\

(QVMAG:1999:P:0578:
1/35)
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Interior Connorville Mill, showing
stonespindlewhich supportsmillstones
and tentering gear,ground floor. The
plaqueat the top reads'W.H. Knight,
Launceston'
.

Interior StrathmoreMill 1985.
showinggearing.
(QVMAG

(QVMAG:1999:P:O577
:221
35\

StrathmoreMill, now
Lochmaben,nearEvandale
1985.
(QVMAG:1998:P:0012:| 4I 30:391)
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Mill, Swansea,
Riversdale
t997.
(QVMAG:1999:P:0579:
15/35)

Interior RiversdaleMill,
showingJohnAmos'
woodengearing.
(QVMAG:1999:P:0579:9I 35)

Mayfield Mill, southof
Swansea,1997.
(QVMAG:1999:P:0579:26I 35)

Interior Mayfield Mill, showing the
layshaft,lower ground floor.
(QVMAG:1999:P:0579:29I 35)

The secondNant Mill,
Bothwell, 1998,with
millpond in front and water
wheel throughthe arch.
The brick building behind
is possiblypart of the first
Nant Mill.
(QVMAG:1999:P:0590:
25l35)
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Nant Mill first floor,
showing crown wheel
and the two bedstones.
(QVMAG:1999:P:0590:12135)

SkelbrookMill, Sassafras,
1997.
(QVMAG:1999:P:0574:36/36)

Interior SkelbrookMill,
showingmillstonesand
chaff cutter secondfloor.
(QVMAG:1999:P:0575:29I 37)

260

Gala Mill, Cranbrook,
with water wheel.
(QVMAG:1999:P:0585
:27135)

CallingtonMill complex,
Oatlands,1997. The windmill, with reconstructed
cap, is flanked by the steam
mill (left) and the miller's
cottage(right).
(QVMAG:1999:P:0585:2/35)

RhebanMill 1997.The
stack of wood to the left
marks the areawhere the
horsewalked around.
(QVMAG:1999:P:0586:
1/33)
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Interior RhebanMill, showingremains
of cast iron tiles in kiln.

RemainsClarendonMill, Derwent
Valley, 1997,showingpit wheel.

(QVMAG:1999:P:0589:6/35)

(QVMAG:1999:P:0576:26136)
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WoodesdenMill,
Buckland, 1997.
(QVMAG:1999:P:0573:16/35)

Hagley Mill, showingthe
horsemill in the centre
and the later steammill
to the left. Although this
photographwas takenin the
early twentiethcentury,the
buildings are little changed.
(QVMAG:1998:P:0010)

The second
CarrickMill, 1997.
(QVMAG:1999:P:0587:
11/36)
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BowerbankMill, Deloraine,
1999,showingadjoining
enginehouse.
(QVMAG:1999:P:0594:
13/38)

EmeraldMill,
Longford, 1999.
(QVMAG:1999:P:7245:I2/ 14)

Affleck'smill, Union
Street,Longford,1997.
(QVMAG:1999:P:0571:16135)
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Interior Affleck's mill, Longford,
showing Robinsongrain cleaner.
(QVMAG: 1999 :P:0571:2135)'

FentonForestiron water wheel.
Glenora,1997.
(QVMAG:1999:P:0576:2I 36)

Crown Mill, Launceston,
1998.The top part of the
chimneywas lost in a
lightning strike.
(QVMAG:1999:P:0593:121
29)
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Remainsof Terry's mill,
New Norfolk, 1997.
(QVMAG:1999:P:0585
:6/35)

Davey Streetsteammill, Hobart, 2000.
(QVMAG:1999:P:7373:t 12)
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Wellington Streetmill,
CanningSt, Launceston
2000.
(QVMAG: 1999:P:133O:l17)

Clayton'smill, Deloraine,
1999,now a dwelling.
(QVMAG: 1999 :P:0594 :2I 38)

Burn'smill, Richmond,
now a dwelling.
(From The Heritage of Australia: The Illustrated
Heritage of the National Estate, Melboume,
1981, p.7167.)
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Hardwick Mill, Colebrook,
1997,now a dwelling.
(QVMAG:1999:P:057O:2O
I 36)

Remainsof WestfieldMill,
Westbury,L997. The top
storeywas removedsome
yearsago.
(QVMAG:1999:P:0581
:31135)

Gibson'sCity Mill,
Hobart,1998.
(QVMAG : 1999 :P:0592:4I 26)
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Interior City Mill, showing
remainingwooden silos.
(QVMAG: 1999:P:0568:7/15)

Re-cladremainsof
SwanseaSteamMill, L997.
(QVMAG:1999:P:0586:23I 33)
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Remainsof mill at
Supply River, 1998.
(QVMAG:1999:P:0593:3I 29)

Remainsof Meadowbank
Mill, near CampbellTown,
L997.
(QVMAG:1999:P:O582:22130)

Remainingwall of Lake
Mill, near Cressy,almost
hiddenin vegetation,L997.
(QVMAG:1999:P:0582:28130)
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Remainsof SaltwaterRiver
windmill, Thsman
Peninsula, 1997.
(QVMAG:1999:P:0586:13/33)

Remainsof BathMill, Jericho,1997,
showingmarksmadeby thewaterwheel.
(QVMAG:1999:P:057I:26I 35)
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Remainsof the PortArthurpenitentiary,
originallytheflour mill.
(From The Heritage of Australia: The Illustrated Heritage of the
National Estate,Melbourne,1981,p.717l.)

stonemill race,
Underground
PortArthur,1998.
(QVMAG:1999:P:0589:12135)
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Part of Degraves'Cascade
steammill, with addditions,
Hobart 1999.
(QVMAG : 1999 :P: 1246:4I I I)

Remainsof first Killymoon
Mill, now Millbrook, St
Marys, 1997.
(QVMAG: 1999:P:0587:28I 36)

Stoneand brick remainsof
secondStratfordMill,
Campania,1997.
(QVMAG:1999:P:0574:l 136)
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Ritchie's Mill, St John
Street,Launceston1998.
(QVMAG:1999:P:0593:161
29\

Shorey'slHaw ey's mill,
Deloraine,c.l-900.The
enginehouseand other
surroundingbuildings have
now gone,but the mill
building survivesin good
condition.
(From The Cyclopedia of Tasmania,Maitland
and Krone, Hobart, 1900, Vol.II, p.233)

Peet'smill, Gladstone
Street,Hobart1998.
(QVMAG:1999:P:0592:12126)
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Brock's mill, Campania,
now a school,1997.
(QVMAG:1999:P:058
1:19/35)

Murdoch'smill
(now the DrunkenAdmiral
HunterStreet,
Restaurant),
1998.
Hobart,
(QVMAG:1999:P:O592:I4
126)

Monds' mill, later Monds
& Affleck (now Pivot),
Launceston,1998.
(QVMAG:1999:P:O593
:20129)
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North-WesternFlour Mills,
Devonport,1999.
(QVMAG:1999:P:0597:741
74)

Remainsof Milford Mill,
Llewellyn,1999.
(QVMAG : 1999 :P:0596:719)
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Stoneremainsof Egmont
Mill, Westbury,1,996.
(QVMAG : 1999:P:0572:36I 37)

Remainsof building on site
of Calder'sMill. New Town
Creek,1998.
(QVMAG: 1999:P:0567 :I I 5)

Remainsof Bean'smill,
Fingal1997.
(QVMAG:1999:P:0587:36/36)
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CataractIV Mill,
Launceston,1998.
(QVMAG: 1999:P:0752:2I l0)

Placemill.
Salamanca
Hobart,1998.
(QVMAG:1999:P:0592:9126)

Remainsof Darlington
post mill, Maria Island,
1995,with miller's cottage,
turning circle and concrete
footings (in centre)for post.
(Cassidy photo)
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Remainsof bluestonemill
wall at Robin Hood,
1997.
Sassafras,
(QVMAG:1999rP:0574:221
36)

Remainsof Wynyardflour
mill, 1997.
(QVMAG: 1999:0581:28135)

The secondBarton Mill
c.1,900,now relocatedto
the PennyRoyal complex,
Launceston.
(QVMAG:1987:P:032t)
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One of the pair of
iron-framed hurstings
(or portablemill) from the
secondMillbrook Mill, St
Marys, at Thorpe,Bothwell,
1998.
(QVMAG:1999:P:0590:28/35)
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APPENDIX A
TASMANIAN FLOUR MILL TECHNOLOGY

In the lollowing section it is necessaryto introduce a considerablenumber of technical terms in
order to outline the developmentsin tlour milling that were rclevantto Tasmaniain the nineteenth
century. These terms are highlighted when lirst mentioned. All dimensions are given both in
imperial units, as was appropriateat the time of construction,and the metric equivalent.

1. INTRODUCTION
The mechanisationof corn milling has been achievedessentiallyby the application of rotary
motion or power to a grinding medium. The earliestform involved the applicationof man or
woman power to a small pair of shapedgrindstonesor millstones,which has hecomeknown as a
quern. In its most primitive form, this consistedof an upper ot runner stone that was rotated by
meansof a woodenhandleover a stationarylower stone,or bedstone.The grain was ted througha
ccntral hole or eye in the runnerstone,being groundduring the outward migration to the periphory
of the stones.The quern was reflned by raising the runner stone slightly above the bedstoncby
incorporatinga wooden bar or rynd acrossthe eye of thc runnerstone,which was locatedover a
central wooden spindle in the bedstone.This tentering process was to remain an essential
componentof milling as it enabledthe llnenessand quality of the ground product ot meal to be
regulated.
The quern evolved into hand mills of varioustbrms, in which the millstoneswere enclosedwithin a
woodentrame and often lltted with simplewoodengearingas a meansof increasingproduction.In
the nineteenthcentury, later developrnentssuch as iron gearing and small wire dressingmachines
(seeSection6.3) were added.Thesehand mills were subsequently
adaptedto be driven by horse
enginesor horse works (see Section 2) and wele particularlysuited tor tarm use. Steel rnills
fahricatedfrom iron componentshad beendevelopedby the end of the eightecnthcentury and these
were widely adoptedin all of the infant Australianpenal colonies,including Tasmania.Thesc
machinesrapidly becamcineftective as the hardenediron or steel llukes becamewoln and in the
absenceof establishediron working facilities,could ncltbe re-sharpened
or machined.Thesesteel
mills were, however,the only meansof meal productionduring the initial yoars of Tasmanian
settlement,prior to larger animal, wind or water poweredmills being erected.No examplesof
quernsor handmills were locatedwithin Tasmaniaduringthe courseof this study.
The operationof a quern or other forms of hand mill was labour intensive,with the limited meal
output adequateonly for local consumption.For higher meal clutputs,alternativeenergy solu'ces
were utilised,initially animals(horses,hullocksetc.) and water power; and later. wind, steamand
electricity.All of thesemethodswere to be employedin the nineteenthcentury developmcntof
llour milling in Tasmania.The evolutionof mill machineryproceededindependcntlyduring the last
2m0 yearsin severalmain centres.principallyEurope,the Middle East and in China. The rate ot'
progressand the resultanttechnologicaldevelopmentsvaried greatly, cven in adiacentcountriesor
regions. The dominance of British and Lish settlers among the nineteenth ccntury colonists
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determinedthat the flour mills erectedin Tasmaniafollowed the establishedpracticesin those
countries.The late eighteenthcentury,from 1760onwards,marked a period of rapid technological
advancein most of the traditionalindustriesof Britain, during what becameknown as the Industrial
Revolution. These developments,particularly those applied to wind, water and steam powered
industries,were graduallytransferredto Australia including Tasmania,as the availability of skilled
tradesmen,metal working tacilities and llnance permitted. The characteristicsand operating
procedurestypical of flour milling at the beginningof the nineteenthcenturyin Britain, are outlined
in the following sectionsto enablethe importanceof the remainingflour mill heritagein Tasmania,
to be tully assessed.

2. ANIMAL MILLS

Flour mills operatedboth by domesticanimals,and by peopleconvictedof relativelyminor
Animalpoweredmills variedgreatly
wereerectedin limitednumbersin Tasmania.
misdemeanours,
detailshave
in form, but the followingtypesareknownto havebeenerected,althoughconstruction
in manycases:
notbeenrecorded
Horse Mills or Horse Engines where the animal moves in a circle about a central rotating
upright shatt or pivot that providesthe drive to the millstones.Two basic types of horsemills
can be distinguished,an earlier torm constructedof wooden components.where the gearing is
locatedlevel with, or abovethe animal (a high level horseengine or horse wheel); and a later
developmentutilisingiron gearingthat is positionedon the ground.The latter,low level form, is
usually referred to as an horse engine or horse works, being commonly utilised in the
nineteenthcenturylor a wide variety of farm tasks,parlicularlythreshing.
Treadmills operatedby convictstreadingboardspositionedaroundthe outsideof a wide wheel.
In this form of mill the rotary motion is obtainedfrom a vertical wheel which provides the
initial drive to the millstonesby meansof a horizontalaxle, or shaft. A variation on this design
which has beenreferredto as an oblique tresdmill, involves a tetheredanimal walking along a
primitive conveyorthat rotatesin an horizontalplaneaway tiom the animal.
The developmentof horsewheelsis believedto havefollowed the introductionof the collar-harness
into Westem Europe in the eleventhor twelfth centuries.They had been adoptedfor milling and
mining applicationsby the sixteenthcentury,illustrationsappearingin Agricola's De Re Metallica,
publishedin 1556.The power availabletrom animalmills was generallylimited and inadequateto
drive more than a single pair of small diametermillstones(approximatelyl8-36 inches,0.460.9lm) or anotherapplicationat any one time.Horsewheelsutilisingup to six animalswere built in
Britain, but two animalswould havebeenmore commonlyadopted.Horseworks usuallyemployed
a singleanimal, as did the obliquetrcadmill.No intact examplesof the older horsewheel machinery
are known to have survivedin Tasmania,but an hexagonalbrick building having thc characteristics
of sucha mill remainsat Hagley.
Treadmills as a form of punishment were introduced into England after I 8 I 8, following the
adaptationof the vertical wheel, which is normally credited to William Cubitt. The principal of
small animals,such as dogs or donkeys,walking within a wheel (a tread wheel), is much older in
origin, but there have been no known applicationsin Tasmania. Treadmills have the potential tor
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much greaterpower outputs,as the numberof participantscould be increasedby adding multiple
wheels to a common shatl, as was the caseat the Port Arthur treadmill, where tlve wheels were
utilised enablingup to 60 peopleto operatesimultaneously.Treadmillsof similar constructionwere
erectedat the Hobart and Launcestongaols.

3. WATERMILLS
The existenceof water poweredtlour mills is known to extend back to the Roman era in Europe.
There are two basictypesof operationof watermills,in a similar mannerto that of animal powered
mills:
o

A Norse mill where a horizontal water wheel rotates around a vertical shatt, enabling the
millstones to be directly driven without a requirementfor intermediategearing. In order to
achieve the required rotation speed,in excessof 50 revolutions per minute for satistactory
grinding,the wheel is drivenby a high velocitywaterjet. The limited power availabletrom this
primitive wheel design,however,was normally sutTicientfor only a single pair of millstones.
Thesemills were usedextensivelyin someMediterraneancountries,hut their usein Britain was
continedto the more isolatedregionssuchas the WestemIslesof Scotland.No applicationsof
this mill type areknown in Tasmania.

.

A Vitruvian mitl where a vertical water wheel requircsthe provision of gcaring to transterthe
rotary power from a horizontal shafi to vertical spindleson which the millstones are located.
This is the traditional form of watermill that was widely adoptedin Britain, and many other
Europeancountries,by the eighteenthcentury. Prior to the Industrial Revolution, the water
wheel and gearing were of all wooden construction.the basic design of which had remained
unchangedsinceRomantimes.The increasingavailabilityof wrought and cast iron clf consistent
and reliable quality, enabled improved designsof water wheels and power transmissionto
evolve rapidly. The introductionof thesetechnologicaladvancesduring the secondhalf of the
eighteenthcentury in Britain, ensuredthat thesemillwrighting and iron founding skills were
gradually transferredwith the settlersarriving during the early colonisationol Tasmania.The
main technologicalchangesare brief'lyoutlinedbelow.

3.1 Pre-1750Development
Verticalwaterwheelsprior to 1750,wereof two basictypes:

o The undershotwheelwherethe flow of waterstrikesthe baseof the wheel.The wheelmotion
in response
to the impactof wateragainstthepaddles,resultedin a wheelrotationin the same
directionasthewaterflow.
o

The overshotwheel in which the water flow was directedover the top of the wheel, so that the
wheel motion was et'tbctedby the wcight of water tilled buckets.i.e. wheel motion was gravity
activated.In order to retain water in the bucketsovershotwheelswere provided with deep rims
or shroudsextendingaroundthe perimeterof the wheel.
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Typically undershotwheelswere utilisedwhereregularstreamsof tast flclwingwater occurred,
overshotwheelsbeing adaptedto areaswhereonly limited water supplieswere available,but
requireda waterheadexceeding
some10teet(3.05m).
The transter of circular motion from the water wheel to the upright shall was originally
accomplishedby meansof a primitive pit wheel known as a trundle wheel locatcd on the wheel
shaft, which engageda wallower of lqntern pinion constmction,locatedat the baseof the upright
shatl.The trundle wheel consistedof pegsor cogs mortisedinto a vertical wheel which meshedwith
stavesor teeth of the lanternpinion, which were also simply constructedfrom rods securedbetween
two wooden discs" This step-up gearing enabled the required rotation speed for grinding to be
achievedsuch that the lanternpinion typically completed4 or 5 revolutionsfor eachrevolutionof
the trundle wheel.By this means,a water wheel making 10-20revolutionsper minute (rym) enabled
the millstonesto rotateat between50-100rpm.
The commonlyadoptedconfigurationof most British t-lourmills poweredby a verticalwater wheel
in the eighteenthcenturyintroducedthe tollowing retinements:
Additional gearing (a great spur wheel andstonenuts)was insertedbelow the millstones,which
oflers two significant advantages.Firstly, multiple pairs of millstones could be operated
simultaneouslywith the potential for increasedproduction and the use of diftbrent types of
millstones,enablingboth flour and coarsemeal tor animal f'eedto be producod.Secondly,the
rotationspeedof the millstoneswas further increasedleadingto enhancedgrinding capacity.
The gear wheel constructionwas improved by utilising shapedcogs or teeth of increased
strengthwhich enabledincreasedrotation speedsto be sustainedand a smoother,more regular
motion to be attained.The mathematicalformulaefor shapinggearteeth,hasedupon the use of
epicycloidaland hypocycloidalcurveswere derivedbetweenIl52 and 1760 by Camus& dc la
Hire in France,and LeonhardEuler in Cermany.
The constructionof the water wheel was improved, with the earlier compass-armmethod, in
which the spokesor erms are moftised through the shafl; being supplantedby a clasp-srm
arrangement,where pairs of arms straddlethe squareshati. The wheel shali is considerably
weakened by a compass-arrnwheel, and the potential tor rot and degradationis greatly
increased.In the event of failure of the shatl to a compass-almwheel, completedismantlingof
the water wheel and removal of the pit wheel were required, prior to replacement.When
compass-arrnwheelsfailed they were often replacedby clasp-arrnwheelsthat were constructed
around the existing wooden shatl, if it was still serviceable.A similar processof replacement
occurred with gear wheel construction, such that clasp-arm wheels gradually supplanted
compass-arrn
examples.
The gearing arrangementoutlined above, where the millstones are driven 1i'om beneath. an
underdrift mill. became widespreadin Britain. Mills with the millstones driven trom above
(overdrivenor overdrift) were more numerousin somedistricts,lbr examplethe Midlands.
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3.2 Post-1750Development
Following detailed experimentationin l7 52-53, John Smeatonestablishedthat the efficiency of
overshotwheels(greaterthan 607o)was betweentwo and threetimes that of undcrshotwheels(20307o).He also concludedthat the effects of both impulse and gravity may be obtainedfiom /aw
bresstshotwheels.Smeaton is known to have designeda low breastwheel of 20 tcet diametertor a
llour mill at Wakefield in 1754, and to have made extensiveuse of this wheel type during the
tollowing 40 years.By the beginningof the nineteenthcentury low breastwheels,with a 40-507o
ettlciency,had beenwidely adoptedfor applicationswherolimited falls were available.
The introduction of the overflow sluice gate or sliding hatch by John Rennie in the mid-1780s
enabled the tlow of water on to the water wheel to be controlled and varied to accommodate
different streamconditions.This resultedrn bresst andhigh bresst wheelsto he developedhaving a
similar ettlciency to that of traditional overshotwheels, but without the disadvantageof hack
watering in times of high water, due to the wheel rotating againstthe tlclw direction of the stream.
The high breastwheel beganto replaceovershotwheelsafter l8m in Britain and reacheda peak of
developmentatter 1850following the substitutionof iron for wood as a constructionmaterial.The
undershotwheel was later improved by the introductionof the Poncelot wheel alter 7824,which is
creditedwith an efficiencyof 657o.This was achievedby constructingthe paddlesfrom curvediron
sheetsand controlling the llow of water onto them by meansof an inclined sliding hatch. This
developmentwas not widely adoptedin Britain and no contirmed applicationsin Tasmaniaare
known, althoughproposalsfor a water supply schemeon a property near Campbell Town were
mootedin 1885.
Castiron of reliablequality becameavailablerelativelyslowly following the tirst successfulusc of
coke ftlr smeltingat Coalbrookdale,Shropshireby Ahraham Darby in 1709.The hollow casting
method,using dry sand packedaroundwoodenpatternsin moulding boxes,was first patentcdin
in Shropshire.
The tirst rccordedapplicationof a
1758by JohnWilkinson,who was alsoestablished
cast iron whcel shati was by John Smeatonin 1769 at the Camon Ironworks in Stirling. John
Smeatonalso introducedcast iron gearingin the 1760s,constructedwheel shroudsof cast iron
segmentstrom 1770 and utilised wrought iron bucketsin 1780. John Rennie is credited with
erectingthe Albion Mills in London in the mid-1780swhich was fitted with all iron gearing.By
1810 the tlrst all iron water wheelshad beenassembled,
utilising cast iron lor the shatl, arms and
plates
tor the buckets.
shroud,and wroughtiron
The introduction of cast iron shalls of increasedstrength and length enabled alternative power
transmissionconfigurations to evolve. The use of layshafts driven tiom gearing around the
perimeterof the water wheel (rim or ring gearing), enabledmillstonesto be positionedin lines
The main advantageof the layshatt/rim
along the huilding walls. with betteraccesstbr maintenance.
gearingarrangementwas that the torque on the wheel shalt was reduced,enabling the diameterof
the shaft to be substantiallyreduced.In addition high rotation speedsof the layshall were ac-hieved
as a result of the high gear ratios betweenthe rim gearingand the small pinion on the end of the
layshati. This arrangementalso dispensedwith the pit wheel and the provision of a deep wheel pit
adjacentto the water wheel. As water wheel technologyadvanced,the layshaft drive arrangement
permittedmorc millstonesto be operatedfrom a singlewater wheel of increasedpower.This system
is known to havebeenemployedin a signiticantnumberof Tasmanianllour mills, but only one has
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survived relatively intact at Mayfield. The wooden breastshotwater wheel has now collapsedinto
the wheel pit and the conditionof the ring gearingcastingsis not currentlyknown.
3.3 Siting of Watermills
Watermills were adaptedto a wide variety of water conditionsby meansof caref-ulsite selection,
regulationof the water flow within or from the creek,or by the type of water wheel adopted.Where
suitablesitesexistedadjacentto regularand stronglytlowing water courses,undershotwheelscould
be employed,with a sluicegatepositionedto divert the water llow at the completionof milling. To
avoid mills being affectedexcessivelyby tlood conditions,a diversionchannel(a mill race or leat)
was constructed.In England,where mill sites were in great demand,particularly in industrialised
areas,the mill raceswere usuallyshorl in length,and hencethe tall at the water wheel was often of
limited extent.In Australia,by contrast,where overcrowdingof siteswas rarely a problem with the
exceptionof the tlobart Town Rivulet, long mill raceswere used to maximum benefit, enabling
large diameter overshot or breast wheels to be erected.Where the water flow was limited or
irregular,mill dams were frequentlyconstructedto retain sufficient water for a day's operation.In
the event that large diameterwater wheelswere constructedin lowland areas,an overheadmill race
or launder was otlen required.This usuallyconsistedof a timber or wrought iron channelsupported
on timber,stoneor castiron columnsor trestles,beingthe most economicalmethodof construction
insteadof a high earthembankment.
Watermills were adaptedto tidal conditionsfound adiacentto coastalor river estuaries.A large
pondagewas necessaryto capturesufficientwater on an in-coming tide, which was then releasedon
an ebbing tide to permit mill operation.Undershotwheelswere normally utilised tor tidal mills
enablingmilling to commencesometwo hoursatier high tide when the wheel was trce to turn. The
maximum period of operationbetweensuccessive
high tides was typically about sevenhours, the
regular water supply being the main attractiontor erecting tidal mills, if suitable protectedsites
could be found. The main disadvantageof tidal mills was therefore,the irregular operatinghours
dictatedby the tidal cycles,and tew were constructedin Australia,only one site at Spreytonon the
MerseyRiver beingknown in Tasmania.

4. WINDMILLS
Three types of windmill for flour productionhad becomeestablishedin Europe by the eighteenth
century,as follows:
o

Post Mill. The earliest developedform, constructedwith a timber trame work, in which the
whole body or buck of the mill is rotatedinto the wind aroundan upright shatl. Post mills are
first documentedin Britain and France towards the end of the eleventh century, and spread
rapidly throughoutNorthernEuropeancountries.A gradualevolution of post mill design,in
terms of size, power output and sophistication,occurredin many of these countries,but the
pinnacleof developmentfor flour mill applicationswas attainedin Britain in the tirst half of the
nineteenthcenturv.

o

Smock Mill. Also with a timber framework originally, but dittbrs trom a post mill in that
winding or luffing is achievedby meansof a rotating csp assemblyon top of a static body, to
2ti6

bring the mill to face the wind. The buck of smock mills was usually hexagonalor more
commonly, octagonalin plan, and evolved to have a brick or stone base. The date clf
introductionof the smock mill has not beenreliably established,but the earliestremainingmills
in Britain were erectedin the earlv seventeenth
centurv.
o

Tower Mill Of similar overall torm of constructionto that of a smock mill, but built with a
brick or stone tower. Early exampleswere of limited height, having one or two lloors and
cylindrical shapedtowers.The designof tower mills also evolved considerablyby the early
eighteenthcentury particularlyin Britain, Belgium and Holland, where taperedbrick towers in
excessof 100 feet in heighthaving sevenor eight floors, were fitted with up to four or tlve pairs
of millstones.

Each type was representedin Tasmaniaduring the nineteenthcentury, the post mill being the tirst
establishedand the most numerous.[Jntortunately,no completewindmill has survived(apartfrom
the gutted brick tower of the Callington Mill) and tew details of the internal machinery were
recorded. All of the surviving images of the exteriors of Tasmanian windmills indicate that
traditional British millwrighting practiceswere adopted,and these are outlined in the following
sections.Trials with horizontalwindmill designsalso took place in Tasmania,following similar
experimentationin Britain during the tirst quarterof the nineteenthcentury.Thesemills, where the
sails are attachedto a vertical shalt, had been developedin the Middle East hy the tenth century.
Only one exampleof such a mill constructedto tull size in Tasmania(at Davey Street,Hohart) is
documented,tew detailsbeing recordedhowever,to indicateif a similar torm of constructionto
{.hosein Britain was adopted.
A great variety of forms of the three windmill types were developedin Britain. with considerable
variationsin the externalshapeand size,sail types,and particularlyin the constructionof the power
transmission.In watermills, the majority were provided with underdriven stones where the
millstoneswere driven trom below and positionedabove the power source,the water wheel. In
windmills where the power source,the sails, are located at the top of the structure,the power
transmissionis naturally downwards,and the normal arrangementis tor the millstonesto be driven
from above,or overdriven.However,thereare many examplesof underdrivenwindmills, including
post,smockand tower mills. The power transmission
in all of theseBritish windmill typesinvolves
intermediategearing, which would have evolved in a similar manner to that of watermills. The
gearingin early post mills is likely to have consistedof trundle wheelsand lantern pinions, which
were gradually replacedby cogged and toothed wheels,which had largely supplantedthe earlier
forms in Britain by the eighteenthcentury. In a similar manner, gear wheels of compass-arm
constructionwere graduallyreplacedby clasp-armwheels.
4.1 Post Mill
Early imagesof post mills in Europeshow that they were originally quite small structures.the buck
having two floors of limited height, and the suppofting structure or trestle, resting directly on the
ground,or originally embeddedin the ground.The trestleis requiredto supportthe entire weight of
the buck, gearing,milling equipmentand sails,to maintain stability in strong winds. and to enable
the buck to be winded by rotating it about the upright shall, upon which it is pivoted. The
the skills of the medievalmillwright in achievinga stable,
constructionof a post mill demonstrates
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balancedstructure,that was built almostentirelyof wood prior to the IndustrialRevolution.This
earlytbrm of postmill is knownasanopentrestletype.
Wheredetailsare known, the first post mills erectedin Tasmaniapre-1830were equippedwith a
singlepair of millstonesthat wereoverdrivenfrcm thebrake wheel,which was positionedtowards
the front of the windshaft In the largerpost mills of post-1830constructionsuch as Campbell
Street,Hobartand ConstitutionHill, a secondpair of millstoneswere probablydriven ftom a tail
wheel locatedtowardsthe rear of the windshaft.This 'head and tail' arrangementwas quite
in Britain andrequireda substantial
windshati,which wasusuallyformedfrom a single
widespread
piece of timber, squareor circular in scction,and having a maximumthicknessor diameterof
approximately24 inches(0.61 m). The bearingblocks beneaththe liont ol the windshaltwere
initially shapedfrom hardwoodor stone,suchasgraniteor basalt.Theseweregraduallyreplacedby
brassor gun metal castings,particularlywhen cast iron windshallsand retainingbracketswere
introduced.Following the introductionol cast iron, tail bearingswere commonly formed by
insertinga crossor wing :arledgudgeor,in a similarmannerto thatadoptedlbr waterwheelshalls.
Ancillary equipmentsuchasthe sackhoistand dressingmachinery(seeSection6) could be driven
from eitherthe brakeor tail wheelsby meansof additionalgearing.
Until the eighteenthcentury,all postmills were fitted wilh commonsdils. consistingof a canvas
sail cloth spreadover a woodent'rameworkol sailban that wasattachedto the main sparor whip,
which in tum wasfastenedto the armsor stocks.Traditionally,two stockswere mortisedthrough
which was only improvedlbllowing the introductionof
the windshaft,a major causeol weakness
cast iron. Originally common sails were simply constructed,being unilbrmly flat, or having
centuryDutch millwrights had establishedthat
constnntpitch or weather.By the mid-eighteenth
was obtainedwhenthe inclinationof the sailbars(rheangle of weather)
the bestsail performance
in passingtrom theouterto the innerendor heel of thesail.This wasto takeaccount
wasincreased
of the increasingrotationspeedtowardsthe outerend of the sail, and resultedin a distinctivetwist
by JohnSmeatonin the 1750sconlirmedthe advantages
to the sail protile.Experiments
undertaken
of weatheredsails,which becamewidely adoptedin Britain duringthe nineteenthcentury.The arca
of sail cloth that was spreadwas variedaccordingto the strengthof the wind; a full sail in light
wind, and with winds of increasingstrengththroughthefirst point, daggerpoirl positions,and
of common sails was the
linally, sword point in very strong winds. The main disadvantage
requirementfor the mill to be stoppedandeachsail adjustedindividually,when a changein wind
occurred.
strengthor milling requirements
of milling, the only methodof slowing
Oncethesail clothshadbeenunlurledat thecommencement
the sailswas by meansof tighteninga bandaroundthe brakewheelby meansol a woodenlever.
T}Jisbrake lcver wasnormallylocatedon the right handsideof the buck when looking from the
rearof the mill, in which casethe sailsrotatedin an anticlockwisedireotionwhenviewedfrom the
mill). Mills wherethesailsrotatedin a clockwisedirectionrequired
front of the mill (a right-handed
the brakelever on the oppositesideof the buck, in what is rel'erredto as a left-handedmill. The
brakelever could be operatedfrom the lower spoutfloor (wherethe meal was directedfrom the
millstones),or the ground,by meansof a ropewhich enabledthe miller to operatethe mill or re€l
the sailsat the end of milling, without retumingto the upper.or stonefloor, each1imc.When the
mill neededto be broughtinto the wind, the stepsat the rear of the mill were lit'tedclear of the
ground,andthemill rotatedby pushingon Ihetail pole.
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In theeighteenthcenturythelack ol storagespacein a postmill wassolvedby raisingthe trestleoff
the groundon piers,and enclosingit to tbrm a roundhouse.This could be achievedby a woodcn
enclosure,but was more commonlyconstructedof brick or stone.In Engliurdtwo storey brick
exceeding
wereadopted,particularlyin EssexandSuffolk,whichresultedin structures
roundhouses
of providingadditional
50 feet(15.25m) in heightto the top of thecap.This alsohadthe advantage
of houses,treesetc. Severalapplicationsof
wind for the sails to overcometle encroachment
roundhouses
to post mills in Tasmaniaare known including the ProvidenceMill at Richmond
possiblyof timberconstruction,
andthe CampbellStreet,HobartandConstitutionHill mills wherc
was
used.
masonryor stone
Postmill designin Britain evolvedin a similarmannerto that of watermillsduring the nineteenth
century,following the introductionof cast iron gearing,which enabledalternativetransmission
arrangements
to be adopted.Improvedsail designsafter17'72andthe introductionof the fantail tbr
self winding were also widely adaptedto post mills in Britain. Survivingimagesof Tasmanian
werenot similarlyapplied,but severaltower mills were so
windmills indicatethat theseadvances
fitted-Thesedevelopments
arcthereforeoutlinedin thetbllowingsection.
4,2 Smockand Tower Mills
to that
Early smockandtower mills in Britain arelikely to havehada similarintemalarrangement
of post mills, with a singlepair of stonesdriven directly liom the brake wheel by meansof a
wallower.Thesemills were utilisedin many SouthernEuropeancountriesuntil the cessationof
in height(anddiameter).additionalpairsof millstoncs
tladitionalmilling. As thesemills increased
great
wheel
in
a similar mannerto watermills.The spur wheelcould
spur
could be ddven from a
eitherbe locatedabovethemillstones.an overdrittmill, or below,in an underdriltmill. The upright
shaftconnectsthe wallowerto the spurwheelasin watermills,but wasof incrcasedlengthwherea
stongeor bin floar waspresentabovethe stonetloor.
The cap of smockand tower mills had a greatvarietyof shapes,includinga simplegablewith a
triangularcrosssection,modilied gableas utilisedtbr post mills, boat shaped(protile of an uptumeddinghy),conical,domedor with an ogeeprotile,which wasthe mostrelinedandcommonly
appliedin EasternEngland.The windshaftof smockandtowermills wassecurcdto the cap frame,
which revolvedaroundthe rcp or curb of the wooden,brick or stonetower"In early mills the cap
liame andcurb werein direct contar (a deadcurb), beinggreasedandl'otatedextemallyby means
utilisedlargediameter
of a bracedtail pole, or internallyby simplewinches.A later development
(a
iron ball bearingswhich werelocatedin channelson top of thecurb shotcurb). This arrangement
signiticantlyreducedthe friction, and when usedin conjunctionwith a toothedrack aroundthe
of thecurb,enabledthecapto be rotatedfrom the groundby meansof a chainwheel
circumference
locatedon the outsideof the cap.The rotationof thecap to bring the sailsinto, or facingthe wind,
was automatedby the introductionof Ihefantail, which followed EdmundLee's patentof 1745"
The l'antailconsistsof a small vanedwheelfitted in a frame at the rear of the cap, so that it is
to the toothedrack aroundthecurb
perpendicular
to theplaneof rotationof thesails.It is sonnected
Due to the high
wheel
arrangement.
for
a
chain
gearing,
similarto thatutilised
by meansof simple
gear ratio normally adopted,betweenl-2000:1, the lantail is highly rcsponsiveto even slight
changesin wind direction.Rapidchangesin wind directionhowever,were a serioushazard,and
sailscouldresultin the sailsandcap beingdisplacedor
high tail windsactingon reel'edor shuttered
miller
had
time to adiustthe sail settings.SeveralTasmanian
evenphysicallyremovedbeforethe
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towermills areknownto havebeenfitted with fantailsincludingthe TratalgarMill at Richmond;
CallingtonMill, Oatlands;
andtheBatteryPointMill, Hobart.
To overcomethe requirementof havingto periodicallystop the mill and re-setthe sail cloths of
commonsails to accountfor varying wind strength.Andrew Meikle inventedthe spring sail in
1772.This combinedtheapplicationof shuttered
sailswhichcouldbe openedto spill the wind, with
a regulatingmechanism
thatreliedon the tensionof a spring.This wasoriginallyellipticalin shape
but later semi-ellipticalor coiled typeswere also utilised.The spring was mountedon the heel
(inner)end of the sail andconnectedby meansol a sail rod to a settingbar or platelocatedat the
outer end of the sail. Oncethe springwas set,the shuttersremainedcloseduntil the force of the
wind exceededthe pre-set tension and spilled the wind- The spring sail still retained the
disadvantage
thateachsail hadto be adjustedby the miller at thc commencement
of milling, but it
wasa considerable
improvementovercommonsails.No documented
exampleso1'springsailsbeing
windmillsareknown,andthe few survivingimagesof thc carly postmills are
appliedto Tasmanian
insullicientlydetailed.
A moresignilicantdevelopment
in sail designoccunedin 1807whenWilliam Cuhittintroducedthe
patent sail,themaincomponents
beingof iron. This ingenioussystemalsoemployedshutteredsails
but significantly,enabledthe sailsto be adjustedwhilst themill wasworking.This wasachievedby
linking the sail rodsfrom eachsail to rockingleversin a spiderassemblyinstalledon the front end
of the windshaft.A singlerod (thestriking rod.)from the spiderpassedthroughthe centreof the
windshaft,to the rear of the mill, where it was connectedto a wheel and chain assembly.By
attachingthe appropriateweightslbr the wind conditions,on the end of the chain that extended
down to the spoutl-loor,the miller could ensurea regularopemtingspeed.As older mills were
patentsails,hollow castiron shattswereo1'teninstalledto tacilitatcthc
improvedwith replacement
passage
of the striking rod. Mills with solid woodcnwindshafts,particularlypost mills. could be
adaptcdtbr patentsails by boring a holc throughthe entirc lcngth of the windshalt-The siz-eof
patentsailswasol-tenincreased
by addingadditionalbaysof shuttersalongthc lcadingedgeof the
sail, beingret-emed
to as a double-shuttered
sail. Severallower mills in Tasmaniawere equipped
patent
with
sails,theCallingtonMill at Oatlandsandthe BatteryPointMill at Hobartbeingthe best
known.
As oldermills constructed
of woodencomponents
requiredrepairtiom the late eighteenthcentury,
iron components
wereincreasinglyutilised.An exampleis providedby theendof windshallswhere
mortiseswere madefor the sail stocks.The lit'e of a woodenwindshattcould he prolongedby
securinga ca^st
iron cannisteror poll end to the end of the windshaft.The devclopmentof multisailedmills having5, 6 or 8 sails as a meansof increasingthe sail area,and thorebythe power
available,requiredcomplexiron castingsfor the atiachmentof the increasednumberof sail stocks.
Thesemulti-sailedtowermills wereerectedin significantnumbersin EasternEngland.particularly
Lincolnshire,but therewereno knownapplications
in Tasmania.

5. STEAM POWER
Beam enginesof the Newcomenmodel, also reterred to as 'atmosphericengines', were Llsed
extensivelyin Britain during the eighteenthcenturylor water pumpingapplications"Pumpingwas
achievedhy attachingreciprocatingpllmp rods to one end of the beam.a piston attachedby means
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of a chain to the otherend of the beam.enablingthe pump rodsto be raisedtollowing the admission
of steamabovethe piston. The downwardstrokeresultedsimply from the weight of the pump rods
pulling down on the oppositeend of the beam.i.e a single acting engine.In the Newcomenengine,
steamat normal atmosphericpressurewas utilised, in what latcr becameknown as a low pressule
engine.Theseengineswere quite inefllcient, consumingexcessiveamountsof coal. and constructed
from poor quality iron castings,which limited l'urther developmentuntil the advancesof the
Industrial Revolution.The developmentof the rotativeengine,which was an essentialrequirement
of the beamcngine during the
for grinding.lollowed the applicationof a numberof developments
last quarter of the eighteenth century. James Watt is associatedwith mclst of the crucial
developments
of the rotativesteamengine,which included:
o

the developmentof the separatecondenser,patentedby JamesWatt rn 1769.which resultedin a
dramaticincreasein the etficiency of beamengines.

o

the use of the crank to producerotary motion f-rom the beam, tbllowing the patent of James
Pickardtn 1779.

thedoubleacting enginein which the top of the cylinderwas enclosedenablingsteamto be
to bothsidesof thepiston,therebydoublingthenumberol-powerstrokes.
admittedalternately,
theparallel motion developedby Watt to enablethe piston rod to be supprlrtedthroughoutits
strokeand preventdistorlionunderload.
the use of expansiveworking, where the steamadmissionis cut off early in Lhepiston strokc
and the expansivepropcrtiesclf steamutilisedas the temperatureand prcssuredropped.
o

the slide valve invented by William Murdock in the 1790s,which enahledthe admissionand
exhaustof steamto be preciselycontrolled.

o

the adoptionof the "flybsll or centrifugal governor" in the 1780sto regulatethe speedof the
engine.

Following the expiration of the Watt patentsin 1800 a great variety ol- engine types were
constructedand the problems of utilising high pressuresteam and compoundingwere gradually
overcome.Smaller,more compactversionsof the beamenginewere developedwhich were more
suited to the restricted spacesof existing water powered mills. Horizontal engines, where the
cylinder was mountedhorizontally,had beendevelopedby about 1830,and were also adaptedlor
tlour mill use.The horse-drawnportablesteamenginewhich was wheel mounted(the forerunnerof
the tractionengine)was extensivelydevelopedf rom the mid-t 840sin Britain and widely usedboth
for agriculturalapplicationsand small scalefactory operations.All of thesetypes were utilised in
the Tasmanianflour milling industry,but unfortunatelyl'ew detailswere recordedin contemporary
accounts"and no engineshavesurvivedin-situ.The tollowing descriptionsof the main enginetypes
are therefore of representativeenginesthat are known to have been available rlr imported from
Britain, and which would have intluenced the local engine manufacturing industry that was
establishedfrom the late 1840sin Hobart and Launceston.
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5.1 Beam Engines
The basic torm of the rotary beamengineconsistsof a vertical cylinder connectedto one end of a
rocking beam, while a rod at the oppositeend was attachedto a crank enabling a tlywheel to be
trom the Watt era togethcrwith the use of high
driven.The adoptionof the pre-1800developments
pressuresteamand compoundingdevelopedin the first decadesof the nineteenthcentury,enabled
beam enginesof greater power and improved economy to evolve. Of the many types that were
developed,the following were suitedlor use in llour milling with examplesknown to have been
installedin Tasmanianmills:
o Single Cylinder type, as originally developed,eithersingleor doubleacting.

o WoolfCompoundwherehigh andlow pressure
cylinderswerepositionedtogetherat oneendof
the beam,the high pressureexhaustinginto the low pressurecylinder.Both cylindersacted
togetherduringthepowerstroke.
. McNaught Compound where the low pressurecylinder was locatedin the normal position but
the high pressurecylinder was positioned on the opposite end of the beam, hetween the
supponing columns and the crank rod. Besidesimproved economy. this design reducedthe
stressesabout the beam centre as the high pressurecylinder pushedup while the low pressure
cylinderwas pulling down. Someolder singlecylinderengineswere convertedto the McNaught
model after 1850.
Beam engineswere obtainedtiom Britain until the middle of the nineteenthcentury, examples
includinga 16 horsepower high pressureengineby Steel& Sonsof Dundeeimportedin 1854and
the 40 horse power McNaught type engineby A & W Smith & Co of Glasgow,at work in the
millwrighting partnershipof Easby&
CommercialMill, Hobart by 1863.By 1859the established
Robertsonis recordedas having manutactureda 20 horsepower beam enginefor the Old Mill at
in
Hobart indicatingthat the requirediron toundingand machiningcapabilityhad beenestablished
20
1880s
when
produced
a
locally
the
1850s.
Beam
to
be
until
Hobart by the
enginescontinued
millwrights W H Knight is recordedas having been
horsepower engineby the Launceston-based
in
Monds'
Mill.
Although
installed
Carrick
theseengineswere largely rcplaced by hotizontal
enginesin the high capacitymills whereroller milling plant was introducedlrom the late 1880s,in
at leastone smalleroperation,that at Ritchie'sSt JohnStreetMill at Launceston,a heamenginewas
possiblyretaineduntil the mill ceasedproductionin the 1960s.
5.2 Vertical and Horizontal Engines
In theseenginetypes,the beamis dispensedwith, enablingmore compactdesignsto be developed
lor industrial applicationswhere limited power outputs wele required. The vertical cngine tirst
appearedat the beginning of the nineteenthcentury, the piston still mounted vertically hut the
connectingrod coupled directly to the crankshatland tlywheel, which were mounted above the
piston.A more practicalarrangement,
the tableengine,followed in which the assemblyis inverted.
the piston being mounted above the crankshaft.on a plattorm or table. This principal was tirst
patentedby Henry Maudsleyin 1807.The extentof the applicationof vertical enginesto Tasmanian
tlour mills is difficult to quantify, as enginesof the type are not reterred to in historical sources.
However, their application to smaller milling operationsis illustrated by thc remains recently
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recoveredfrom the Jerichosite by the QueenVictoria Museum& Art Gallery, where a small engine
of 5-6 horsepowerhad beenutilisedto supplementthe powerprovidedby an overshotwaterwheel.
The horizontalcylindersteamenginewas tirst patentedby RichardTrevithickin 1802but remained
undevelopedfor 20-30 years. Atter 1850 the type was widely utilised. being manufacturedin a
variety of torms to enable compoundingand multiple cylinder arrangementsto produce grcater
power outputs.Early applicationsin the Tasmaniant-lourmilling industry are likely to have retained
the singlecylinder arrangement,an examplebeingprovidedby the Westfleld Mill, where an 8 horse
power enginedriving two pairsof stoneswas installedwhen the mill conversionoccurredin 1864.
Later tandem compound types were introducedin the 1tl80s. often in conjunction with the
installationof roller milling plant with increasedpower demands,e.9., at Allleck's mills at Newry
(Longtord)and CameronStreet(Launceston);
and Murdoch'sHobart mill, whereenginesof 25-4(l
by T Robinson& Son,Rochdalewere purchased.
horsepowermanufactured
5.3 Portable Engines
The portableengineis a self containedunit, in the samemanneras a railway locomotive,having a
tirebox, boiler and piston(s)connectedvia a crankshaftto a rotatingwheel or tlywheel. It is not
selt-propelling.however,being originally developedtor agriculturalapplicationswherc movement
over long distanceswas not required. The first portable engine to be developed with the
conventionalarrangementof an horizontalcylinder mountedabclvea horizontalboiler, is believcd
to have beenproducedby Claytonand Shuttleworthof Lincoln, in 1845.The engineoperatedin a
similar mannerto that of stationaryengines.
Portableengineswere widely adoptedin Britain as a meansof providing additionalpower f-or
watermills,and also windmills of masonry/construction,i.e., tower mills. For towcr mills this was
achievedsimply by providing a pulley on the outsideof the tower, and providing an additional
pinion for the spur wheel,the enginebeinginstalledin a separatebuilding alongsidethe mill. In the
case of watermills the addition of auxiliary steam power often involved extensivealterationsin
order to separatethe enginefrom the tlour processingarea.A total steamconversioncould invcllve
the removal of the water wheel and a rcviseddrive arrangement,usually involving the introduction
of castiron gearingof improveddesign.Thesepracticesdo not appearto have beenwidespreadin
Tasmania,but this may in part be a tunction of the paucity of detailedhistoricalaccounts.Where
steammills were addedto the existingwindmill sitesat Oatlandsand BatteryPoint, Hobart,these
were separatestructuresequippedwith additionalmillstones.An exampleof a portahleenginebeing
where an enginehouse
addedto an existingwatermill is providedby the SkelbrookMill at Sassatras
was erectedadjacentto the mill building in 1874.Portableenginesare also known to have heen
usedat Shorey'sand Bowerbankmills at Deloraine.
5.4 Boiler Design
The improved enginedesignsrequiredincreasingquantitiesof steam.and later at higher pressures,
which provided the impetus for the evolution of boiler design.The earlier Ncwcomen and low
prcssureWatt enginescould be adequatelysuppliedby small haystackor wagon boilersconsisting
of domedwater tanksmadeof rivetedwrought iron plates,that were largely encloscdin brickwork.
The waste tumes and smoke were drawn around the boiler in channelsor ffues, which connected
with a chimney to provide the dratl. The strongertubular boiler with semi-circularor egg shaped
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ends tollowed, before the major breakthroughwith the Cornish boiler, developed by Richard
Trevithick prior to 1812.The Cornishboiler consistsof a doublecylinder in which the water and
steamis containedwithin the outer sealedchamber.The tlregratewas positioncdat one end of the
central fumace tube, from which brick flues directedthe heat aroundthe baseof the boiler before
being exhaustedto the chimney.The Lancashireboiler was an improvedand enlargedversionof the
Cornislrboiler, having two fumacetubes,first introducedby William Fairbairnin 1841.

6. GRAIN CLEANING. GRINDING. DRESSING & HANDLTNG
These processesare common to all types of t-lour mill, although the more sophisticatedand
improved processeswere naturally associatedwith steam powered mills, due to thcir later
development.At the time the llrst llour mills were erectcdin Tasmania.machinestor cleaningand
dressingwere availablefrom overseas,althoughnot readily obtainable.The introductionof new
smutting or dressing machinery was otten announcedin newspapersin an attcmpt to gain an
advantageover a competing businessnearby, by int'erencethat a better quality product was
thesemachines,and aller 1850
available.Graduallylocal millwrights commencedmanuf-acturing
larger scale productionwas establishedon mainland Australia,notably Melboume, where O.S.
Detailsof the manufacturerare ollen unrecordedhowcver,so that
Schumacherbecameestablished.
picture
is dillicult to establish.
introduction
of
the
of new processes
a clear
6.1 Grain Cleaning
This is necessaryto remove toreign matter,such as stones,weeds.wild seeds,chaff etc prior to
grinding,and also to ensutethat any fungal infestation,most notahly sporesof smut, is separatcd
lrom the grain.The tlrst processwas normallyachievedby meansof vibratingsievcsor screensthat
separatedout the stonesby meansof gravitation.A fan or winnower was otten utilisedto temove
any light weight chafl', either separately,or in conjunction with vihrating sieves. Remaining
examplesof grain cleanersat Tasmaniansitesare probablyof late nineteenthcenturydesign.e.9.,
Ouse,Union Streetat Longfordand Morey's Mill, Swansea.
Smutterswere in use in Tasmaniatrom the late 1820sbut tew detailsof theseearly machinesare
known. These would have been of British design, having a horizontal cylinder, which was
developedand marketedas the Ashby patentmodel from the 1850s.Improveddesignsof American
manutacturebecameavailablein the 1870s,of which the EurekaSmutteris the bestknown, several
exampleshaving survivedin Tasmanianmills e.9., Connoruille,Skelhrookand Westtieldmills. In
this machine the smut sporeswere removed by rotating brushesor beatersthat forced the grain
againsta vertical cylindrical screen.
In damp climates, kilns were otlen required to enable the moisture content of the grain to be
reducedto between I2-187o,so that milling could proceed.Kilns with drying tloors were also
utilised where oats were processed,to ensurethat the husksbecamebrittle and separatedtrom the
seed.The requirementfor drying grain from the main growing areasin the Midlands of Tasmania,
does not appear to have been necessaryhowever, the only recorded applicationsbeing in
conjunctionwith mills usedtor oatmealproductione.g., the SconeMill, Monds' Carrick Mill and
the late nineteenthcentury mills establishedin Longford, Launcestonand Hobart. Only one
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remainingexampleof a graindryingfloor waslocatedduringthis stndy,at the smallRhebanfarm
mill.
6.2 Grinding
The traditional method of- grinding by means of millstones remained unchanged until the
introductionof roller mills from the mid-1880s.Grain was introducedinto the eye of a runnerstone
which rotatedover a stationarybedstone.the quality of the meal being controllcd hy the separation
of the millstones,a processknown as tentering.The increasein the availablepower providedby
wind, water or steam power allowed the size of the machinery to bc scalcd up thus increasing
production,and the introductionof- iron componentsenabledmeal of consistentquality to be
maintained,by meansof improvedtenteringarrangements.
The essentialrequirementsof a good millstone were a high quartz content to produce sharp and
durablecutting edges,and a strongnaturalcementationto preventexcessiveamountsof individual
grains being removedduring grinding. Each of the main geolclgicalrock categoriesi.e., igneous
metamorphic and sedimentary,were successtullyutilised tor millstones, those used in the
Tasmanianflour industry following establishedBritish practices,with two main categoriesbeing
distinguishable:
Peak Stones or Greys obtainedtrom the "Millstone Grit" formation that outcrops along the
Penninesof England.Millstonesliom thesebedsof sedimentaryrocks were widely quarriedin
Derbyshireand Yorkshire,being obtainedin single piecesweighing in excessof a ton for a 4
teet ( 1.22m) diameterstone.
and Epernon.The stoneis a
French Burrs obtainedlrom the ParisbasinaLLaFefte-sous-Jouarc
quarried
piecesthat were graded,
quartzite
in
which
was
normally
small
type of sedimentary
shaped,and cementedtogether,betore being bound with iron hoops,and linally the outside
surfaccscoatedwith plasterof paris.
French burrs were particularly suitablefor the finest gradesare t-lourand wcre almost universally
adoptedafter the eighteenthcentury in British and Australianrnills. A pair of burr stoneswas an
essentialpart of the tools of tradefor the tirst millers that migratedto Tasmaniain the 1820s.Peak
stoneswere generallyusedalongsidea pair of burrs,to producethe coarserllour productsused tor
animal feeds,or for grinding barley,oats,beansor peas.Millstonesof local manufacturewere used
in Tasmaniain small numbers,usually being reterredto as "Colonial Stones".Fcw detailsof these
are known, but quarrieswere establishedon Rocky Island and Green Island in the Bass Strait in
about L847. Millstonesusedin llour mills variedgreatlyin size,thoseemployedin wind, water or
in diameter.with 4 t'eet(1.22m)
steammills of Tasmaniaweretypically36-54inches(0.91-1.37m)
stonesbeing the most common.Smallerdiameterstoneswere normally utilised in horse mills or
horseworks,whereproductionwas tor local consumption.

This highly
beingdressed.
is tacilitatedby the opposingmillstonesurtaces
The grindingprocess
involved
three
stages:
millwrights,
and
miller
by
by
the
or
otten
skilledcrattcouldbe undertaken
Facing which entailedproducingflat or planarsurfacesby removingany high spots.Thesewel'e
locatedby meansby coatingthe baseof apaint staff (a perlectl;rplanartimber statf of slightly
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longer length than the diameterof the millstones)with red oxide or rsddle, which was moved
acrossthe millstone surface.
Funowing which involved cutting a regular pattern of radiating grooves or furows of
consistentwidth and protile. The traditionalEnglish patternestablishedby the early nineteenth
century consistedof ten sectionsor harps,each of which was cut hy I'our fumows arranged
tangentiallyto the eye of the millstone.The lumows with a typical width of 1 l/ti inches
(2tlmm), increasedin depth towardsthe outer edge,being provided to ensurcthe passageof
groundmeal towardsthe peripheryof the stones.

o Stitching(crackingor scratching)
whichentailedcuttingtine crackson the outersectionof the
theturrows,at a densityof l2-16 perinch (5-6lcm).Thesecrackswere
stripsor landsbetween
responsible
tor thefine grindingof thegrain.
Each millstone of a pair was dressedin the samemanner.for thc direction of rotation required,so
that when the runnerstonewas invertedinto its operatingposition,the lunows crossedat an acute
'scissor-like'
angle to produce the
action requiredfor the successlulgrinding of wheat. Stone
dressingwas conductedwith a mill bill madeof high-carbonsteel,havinga chiselpoint at eachend.
Frequentre-grindingwas requiredduring dressing,a grindstoneusually being found in working
tlour mills for this purposo.
Prior to milling, the settingsof the stonespindle and runner stonewere checkedto ensurethat the
runner stonewas balancedand running true. The introductionof the bridging box rn the ninoteenth
centuryenabledthe verticalityof the stonespindleto he quickly adjustedhy meansof lour hackle
screws.Bridging boxeswere universallyadoptedas mills werc upgraded.Balancingol-the runner
stone was initially achievedby adding molten lead to holes on the peripheryof- the stone.This
procedurcwas improved following the invention of Lhebalance box hy Hcnry Clarke in I tt59.
which enabledthe tine adjustmcntto be quickly undertakcnby meansot'lead weightsthreadedonto
box.
a verticalspindlewithin the recessed
The grain was fed into the eye of the runner stone trom a small hopper mounted above the
millstones,along a woodenfeed shoethat was shakenby the damsel.an iron rcldusually fitted with
tlat sidesor projectingbars.The teed shoewas held againstthe darnselby a cord attachcdto a rod
made traditionally of ash or hazel, resulting in a loud. rhythmic clatter when working, which is
reputedlyhow the damsel becameso named.The rate of teed of thc grain was controlled by
adjustingthe inclination of the t'eedshoe,by meansof a cord extendingthrough to the spout t-loor.
where the miller normally worked when milling was underway.A bell-alarmwas normally tltted to
the baseof the teed hoppersby meansof a leatherstrap,being activatedwhcn the grain emptied
sufficiently, so alertingthe millcr.
The tentering equipment for adjusting the separationof the millstones, by means of raising or
In its simplestform an
in designand sophistication.
lowering the runnerstone,varicd considerable
archedbar or rhynd fixed acrossthe eye of the runner stoneis balancedon a trame or m&ce that is
locatedon top of a vertical iron rod, or stone spindle. The stonespindle extcndsthrough the neck
box rn the bedstoneto rest in a bearingor bridging box Locatedon horizontal wooden beam ( the
bridge tree) that is pivoted at one end. The fine adjustmentnecessaryto the oppositeend of thc
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bridge tree was achievedby meansof a threadedrod, or originally by meansof taperedwooden
blocksor wedges.
With the introduction of wrought and cast iron, the tentering mechanismcould be made more
compactand it was trequentlycombinedwith a centrifugalor flyball governorin nineteenthcentury
British mills, particularlywindmills.By this meansany slight incrcasesin the speedof the mill (due
to variationsin the water supply,or wind gusts)that resultedin a higher rate of teed of grain to the
stones.were counteredby the lowering of the runner stone(s),and thereby maintaining a more
constantrotationspeedof the stonesfor grinding.This was achievedby supportingthe lree end of
the bridgetree on anotherpivotedbeam,thebrayer,that was linked to the governorby iron barsor
steelyards.Any increasesin speedof the mill were conveyedto the governorhy a leatherhelt trom
the stonespindle.This increasein speedresultedin the balls of the governortlying outwards,thus
lclweringthe steelyardwhere attachedto the brayer.and leadingto the runner stonebeing lowered.
When accuratelyset, the weight of the flyballs was sufficient to maintain the runner stoneclear of
the bedstonedue to the 20t)or 300:1leverageof thc variouscomponents.
This signiticantlyreduced
the potentialtire hazardresultingfrom stonesoverheatingin the event of interruptionsto the grain
supply.
6.3 Meal Dressing
Meal or wheatmealobtained lrom grinding normally requires grading to separatethe bran to a
varyingextentfrom the otherproducts,which were normallysold as (in increasingorder of particle
size): tirst tlour. seconds.shatps,pollards,semolinaand bran. First llour, bcttor known as white
t-lour,is the best quality, and was in limited supply until the sixteenthcentury as all gradingwas
performedmanually.Mechanicaldressingmachinerybeganto appearin the cightccnthcentury in
two main lorms:
A) Sifting machines which consistedof a tiered arrangementof llat sievesol decreasingmesh size
that were vibratedby meansof a centralshaft or eccentric.This systemwas patentcdby John Milne
tn I7J0, but was probablyalreadyin usein a morelimited fbrm, as thejog-scry.which was retained
in some districts of England, such as Cumbria, into the twentieth century. This process was
developedinto the plansitierand usedextensivelytowardsthe end of the nineteenthcentury.
B) Rotating Dressing Machines in which the meal was ted throughan inclined, rotating,cylindrical
or polygonaldrum that was coveredor enclosed,with cloth or wire meshof varying grades.Three
typesevolvedwhich differedin minor details,as tollows:
o Bolters, were the simplest,and possiblythe earliestform, consistingof a cloth coveredwooden
frame that saggedunder the weight of the meal. When rotated,the tlour was driven through the
calico,or later silk cover,as it rubbedagainstwoodenbarssurroundingthe frame.Boltershad a
slow rotation speedof less than 50 rpm and were widely adoptedas the moal ccluldbe dressed
direct lrom the millstones.the meal cooling as drcssingprocceded.Thc main disadvantagewas
that only one grade of product,usually flour (frrst or second),was producedduring a single
operation.
o

Wire Machine. first patentedby John Milne in 1765,where the inclined drum was coveredwith
wire mesh, which incrcasedin coarseness
towards the lower end of the drum. The passageof
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tlour through the mesh was assistedby brusheson the inside of the cylinder. Severalgradesof
product could thereforebe obtainedin one operationbut the ground meal had to he allowed to
cool prior to dressing.The rotation speedof a wire dresserwas much higher than that of a
bolter, 2-300 rpm, enablinga greaterthroughput,but also requiring more power to operate,
which may have been at the expenseof continuedgrinding. An example is retainedat the
Bucklandhorsemill site.
o Reel Separatorsor Reek, similar in constructionto bolters but of larger dimensions,up to 30
feet (9.2m) in length,usuallyhaving a polygonalframe and equippedwith a horizontalscrew
conveyorin the baseof the enclosingcaseto conveythe tlour to the dischargespout.Introduced
from Franceduring the nineteenthcentury,rcels rotatedat low speeds(approximately20 rpm)
enablinghigh quality flours to be producedwith minimal disintegrationof thc bran component.
Severalexamplesremain in Tasmaniaat Connoryille, Skelbrookand Thorpe. Towards the end
of the nineteenthcentury,beatersrevolving at up to 200 rpm were addedinsidc a circular rcel to
increasethe area of the reel being utilised and therebyincreasingprocluction.These machines
becameknown as centrifugal dressing mqchines or centrifugals. An example manufacturedby
is retainedat Ouse.
O C Schumacher
The rotatingdressingmachineswere widely usedthroughoutTasmaniacommencingin the 1820s,
many of the largermills beingequippedwith two or more machines,enablingdillerent productsto
be obtained where bolters or reels were employed. They were frequently reterred to simply as
"dressingmachines"however,without distinguishingbetweentypes.Among the survivingdressing
ntachines,reels predominate,boltersand wire machinesbeing prcsentin smaller numbers.The
importationof wire machinescan be interredfrom the availabilityof a variety ot'wire meshgrades
that were .stocked
by many stores,ironmongersand millwrights.but the poor rcproscntation
among
probably
indicates
surviving equipment
that they went out ol use during the lattcr part of the
ninetecnthcenturv.
6.4 Grain and Flour Handling
Following the delivery of grain sacksto a mill, the sackshad to be hoistedup to the stonetloor (or a
higher t-loor) in preparationfor cleaning,or alternatively,up to the bin floor (the top floor) for
temporarystorage.Traditionally,this was achievedby meansof a sack hokt. which was located
normally at towardsthe top of the mill, clr in the caseof watermills.it could be containedwithin a
projecting lucam, enablingcarts to be unladedf rom the roadside.In post type windmills thc sack
hoist was most convenientlydriven from the top of the brakewheel.In smock or tower mills, a
friction drive from the wallower or other convenientpoint on the upright shaft. was normally
employed.
In watermills the upright shaft was commonly extendedthrough the stonet-loor,or even up to the
bin f-loor, and fitted with a crown wheel towards the upper end. Thc sack hoist was lrequently
operateddirectly tiom the crown wheel, but in later mills, the use of long iron shaftsrunning the
length of the mill allowed the sack hoist and otherancillary equipment,such as clcaners,smutters,
dressingmachinesetc.,to be drivenfrom pulleys.The sackhoistcould be operatedfrom the ground
or spout tloor by meansof a tensionedrope to engagethe triction drive. The sackswere drawn up
through the sack traps on eachsuccessivet-loor,until the miller rcleasedthe ropc. An assistantwas
requiredto unchaineachsackto avoid the miller having to walk upstairseachtime.
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The movementof grain and flour aroundmills, particularlywaterand steammills, was improvedby
the introduction of elevators and rotating qugers or creepers. This is usually attributed to an
text, "The YoungMillwright &
American engineerOliver Evanswho publisheda standardret-erence
Miller's Gnide",in 1795.Elevatorsemployedplatedcups attachedto an endlessleatherbelt to lift
grain between floors within enclosedchutes. These were widely employed in Tasmanianmills
during the nineteenthcentury.Rotatingaugersutilised the medieval"archimedeanscrcw" principal
to transpon meal or grain betweenthe variousstagesof cleaning,grinding and dressing.Elevators
and creeperswere widely adoptedin Tasmanianmills trom the late ltt5Os but are now poorly
rcpresentedin remainingmills as most of the steammills erectedpost-1840 have been gutted tor
conversion pulposes.Fragmentsare largely contjned to the more complete watermills listed in
Table I of Chapter13.that wereup-gradedduringthe latterpaft of thc nineteenthcentury.
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