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INTRODUCTTON

A major research emphasis of the eueen victoria Museum and
Art  Gal lery  has been the h is tory  of  indust r ia l  processes,  the
people involved and the rnaterial culture of industrv in
Tasmania.  To th is  end the inst i tu t ionrs s taf f  have
undertaken numerous studies of industry in Tasmania, for
example, Launcestonrs rndustrial Heritage (Morris-Nunn and
Tassel l  ,  rg12)  ,  Tasmaniats  ch inese Her i { ,age (Viv ian,  1985)  ,
Port Arthur Pottery (Harni l ton, J-982) and Tasmanian Inventions
and rnnovat ions (cass idy and wishar t ,  1987) .  These studies
have been wide ranging and have sought to document industrial
processes both historical and contemporary and their
contr ibut ion to  Tasmaniars cu l tura l  her i tage.

It was in this context that a proposal to assess the
Tasrnanian rural cultural landscape was developed. For this
landscape is a direct consequence of the agricultural
industry practices over a period. of nearry two hundred years.
The landscape is in fact the principal materiar culturat
remains of this industry. That i t  is comprised. of a number
of different components which reflect the evolution of the
industry is l i t t le different to many other industries.

signif icantly the agricultural industry in Tasmania is st i11
a v i ta l  one to  the s taters  economic wel r  be ing.  Thus the
landscape cannot.be expected to be a f ixed never changing
entity. Rather i t  wil l  continue to change largely as a
consequence of the market forces that shape the industry,
albeit with some constraints irnposed. upon it  by i ts own
h is to ry .

rmportantly the rural cultural landscape is no longer just
the consequence of past and present agriculturar activit ies.
It  is also as inportant for others in the community
aesthet ica l ly ,  cu l tura l ly  and econonica l ly .  rn  th is  context
tourism is a najor beneficiary of the rurl l  landscape as i t
is today and has a vested interest in the retention of
e lements of  th is  landscape.

This  s tudy is  concerned wi th  analys ing: -

. The characterist ics of the Tasmanian rural cultural
landscape part icularly in relation to claj-rns of sirni lari ty to
that  o f  Br i ta in .

. rdentif ication of the cultural components of the rural
l andscape .

. rdentif ication of potential threats to these components
and poss ibre ways of  overcoming these threats .  A11 Lnis
within the context that the agriculturar industry is a vital
continuing industry in Tasmania.

However, i t  is not a detai led assessment of the Tasrnanian
rural cultural landscape, which would be a project wel1
beyond the resources available for this project.

4 -



TASMANIAN RURAL I,ANDSCAPES

rrThe scenery is  remin iscent  o f  England,  wi th  neat  f j -e Ids,
hawthorn and box hedges, winding country lanes and oak,
poplar  and e lm t reesr t

(Depar tnent  o f  the Premier  and Cabinet ,  1985)

.1 INTRODUCTION

The Englj-sh character of much of rural Tasmania is a
s ign i f icant  e lement  of  the publ icrs  percept ion of  Tasmania.
Many observers have commented upon this rtEngrishrr guali ty of
the staters rurar landscape. such observations being made
re lat ive ly  ear ly  in  the s taters  h is tory  such as those of
Mered i th  i n  1841  and  S toney  (1956) .

More recent authors have noted a varj-ety of landscape
elements that contribute to the rrEnglisht character. These
elements in lcude:-

.  The patchwork of  f ie lds pr ing le-Jones (1983) ;  schrnaler
and  Donovan  (1983)

.  The  ro l l i ng  h i11s  S rn i th  and  Johnson  (1983) ;
Department of Premier and Cabinet, (1985)

. The hawthorn and box hedges Departrnent of premier and
Cab ine t  ( 1985 )

. The green pastures Department of premier and cabinet
(  I e85  )

. The introduced trees - their spring blossoms and auturnn
colours Sni th  and Johnson (L977)  i  pr ing le-Jones (L983) ;
Schmaler  and Donovan (1983)

. Architectural elements such as oast houses, churches,
br idges and v i l lages -  Sni th  and Flower (1983) ;  Sni th  and.
Johnson  (1977) ,  Schma le r  and  Donovan  (1993)

. Dist inctive crops such as apples and hops - Snith and
Flower (1983)  t  Sni th  and Johnson (1977)  i  Schmaler  and Donovan
(1e83 )

As night be expected these elements of the Tasmanian rurar
landscape that are perceived as being English are in fact a
melange of characters to be found in a vari-ety of English
rural landscapes rather than being derived from a single
archetype landscape.

signif icantly almost al l  these characters are a consequence
of human activity rather than being just elements of the land
i tse l f  .  Thus assessment  of  Tasmaniars rura l  r rEngl ishrr
landscape has in some ways much in common with the procedures
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developed for assessing the buirt environment than those for
non-urban landscapes (Meln ick,  l9B3;  and Appendix  1)  .

The necessi ty  for  an assessment  of  Tasmaniars rura l
landscapes stems frorn a number of concerns as does that for
the urban areas. (considerable add.it ional impetus for such an
assessment arises from the enphasis placed upon the English
gual i ty  o f  the s taters  landscape in  the promot ion of  the
isrand as a tourj-st destination and the growing importance of
th is  industry  to  the s taters  economy -  see eppenai l  2 .1
However, such an assessment is complicated beyond that of
urban areas in that these rural areas are an important
continuing industrial undertaking in their own i ignt.
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.2 THE ENGLISH I,ANDSCAPE

The English rural landscape has evolved as a result of
changing agricurtural practices over a period of two thousand
yea rs  o r  mo re  (Hosk ins ,  1955 ,  L973 i  Rackham,  1986 ) .  I t  i s  a
highly variable landscape that incorporated the inf luences of
a variety of agricultural practices. Never-the-less the
landscape that is commonly perceived as being Engrish is that
of a countryside tt l ike a mult icoloured cheguerboard. fts
chief characterist ic is the attractive patchwork appearance,
with an inf inite varj-ety of sma1l odd shaped f ierds of brown
ploughland or green pasture, bounded by twist ing hedges
narrow winding lanes, sma1I woodlands and copses and isolated
t rees and hedgerow t imberr r  (Young,  1943) .

such an idealized landscape is in fact, an amalgum of erements
from a variety of agricurtural regions but does draws heavily
upon the impact of the Parl iamentary Enclosures of land that
took p lace largely  between 1750 and 1800.

These later planned enclosures of agricultural land saw the
creat ion of

. small hedged f ields of between f ive and ten acres

. a tendency for f ields to be square or retangular in
shape.

. straight hedges almost entirely of a single species
Hawthorn (except in upland areas where stone wall ing took
thei r  p lace)

. extensive wil low plantings along the banks of streams

. new straight roads often with wide girass verg'es

. isolated farmsteads in the mid.dle of individ.ual farms
rather than the maintenance of farmhouses in vi l lages.

A summary of the differences between the earl ier ancient
countryside and the enclosed pranned countrysj-de is given in
Tab le  1 .

rn essence the idear ized Engl ish landscape is  not  a  universal
one to be found throughout the lowlands of Britain but a
synthesis of elements from a variety of real landscapes in
which the composit ion of landscape elements varies
considerably .



TABLE 1

Differences between Ancient Countryside and planned
Countrys ide (nodi f ied af ter  Rackham, 1986)

Ancient Countryside planned Countryside

Hamlets and srnaIl towns Big vi l lag.es

Ancient isolated farms Eighteenth-Nineteenth
Century isolated farms-
conmon

Hedges nainly mixed not straiqht Hedges mainly hawthorn,
straight

Roads many, not straight Roads few, straight on
often sunken the surface

Many public footpaths Few footpaths

Woods many often srnal1 pollard trees (except
Pol lard t rees,  i f  present ,  r ivers ide wi l lows)
away from habitation absent or only in vi l lages

Many ponds Few ponds

Var iab le f ie ld  s ize and shape Regurar  f ie ld  s ize and
snape
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.3 THE ENGLISH CHARACTER OF RURAL TASMANIA

As the ideal ized Engl ish landscape is  i tse l f  an amalgam of
elements produced by a variety of agricultural practices and
his tor ic  processes,  i t  is  not  surpr is ing that  the rasmanian
rural landscape cannot be characterized as being the same as
ei ther  the idear ized Engl ish landscape or  in  ta i t  any
specif ic real landscape. Rather the Tasmanian rural
landscape has deveroped in a way that might best be described
as an evocat ive Engl ish landscape.  A landscape in  which
numerous erements typical of the English landscape are
cornbined in to a genera l ized rather  than speci f ic  fashion.

The principal factors in achieving this have been the
agricultural practices adopted in the state together with
implicit  constraints of c11mate, soi l  and topoiraphy and the
cultural elements introduced into the landsclpe.

Given the t irne of European sett lement in Tasmania, the
israndrs c l imate and fer t i l i ty ,  i t  is  not  surpr is ing that
conternporary Engrish farrning practices, notably thoie
associated with enclosure, were adopted. in many areas of the
s ta te .

fn addit ion to the characterist ic landscape elements arising
from these agricultural practices there are a number of other
cultural elements which have added to the rrEnglishtt guali ty
of the Tasmania landscape when it  is cornpared. to the other
rural landscapes of south-eastern Austral ia. These cultural
e lements inc lude:-

. The relatively closely spaced. nature of rurar viI lages.

. The relatively common use of building materials such as
bricks or stone that were arso widely used in England rather
than such convenient materials as wood or corrugitea iron.

. Tf" frequency of agricurtural bui ldings constructed. in
Georgian or victorian style rather than the vernacularr rp ioneer t f  s ty Ie.

.  The presence of  d is t inct ive bui ld ings or  s t ructures of
s tyre,  funct ion or  appearance e i ther  unusuar  e lsewhere
inAustra l ia  e.g.  oast  houses or  conmon in  England e.g.
sandstone church and bridges

.  The presence of  d is t inct ive agr icu l tura l  act iv i t ies such
as hop growing, orcharding.
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.4 THE ENGLISH ELEMENTS OF THE TASMANIAN RURAL LANDSCAPE

As has been indicated the Tasmanian rural landscape is not
s imply  a t ransplant  o f  a  speci f ic  Engl ish landscaie but  a
melange of varj-ous elements. separately these elLrnents can
be found elsewhere in Austral ia and by Lhemselves do not
create an Engl ish landscape.  r t  is  a  cornbinat ion of  these
elements that  creates Tasmaniats  d is t inct ive rura l  landscane.
The pr inc ipa l  e lernents of  th is  land.scape are:

A  F ie lds

rrThe patchwork of  f ie lds of  the Mid landsr t
(Schnaler  and Donovan,  1983)

rrThe cheguered f ields of Tab1e Caperl
(Dept .  o f  Premier  and Cabinet ,  1985)

A vit,ar element of the idealized English landscape and the
cause of much of the ready identif ication of the Tasmanian
landscape wi th  that  o f  lowland Engr ish is  the f ierd.

Fields have a number of components which together establish
thei r  character .

( I )  F i e1d  s i ze

Although the encrosed f ields in England may have originated.
from two quite different processes, tne relults in t6rms of
f ie ld  s ize were s i rn i lar .

Typicalry the parl iarnentary enclosures resurted in a series
of  f ie lds of  between f ive and ten acres (Hoskins,  1955) .
!]early there was variat ion with some fields being up to
fi f ty 9r sixty acres but gone were the large open
agr icu l tura l  area of  hundieds of  acres.

As night be expected f ield size in the ancient landscapes
exhib i ted greater  var iab i l i ty  in  s ize up to  about  ten acres.

rn Tasmania there are a number of areas in which f ields of
th is  scale are to  be found such as westbury,  c i rcu lar  Head.
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F ie ld  boundar ies  o f
leaf  dec i  duous t rees
r t o i  t s  T . n n a f  a r A

l v t r Y ! v ! 9 .
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inc l icate the shape
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Fie ld borders
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( I I )  F ie ld  shape

The par l iamentary enc losure of  land in  Br i ta in  was a massive
planning exerc ise which resul ted in  a r rcheguer-board pat tern
of small sguarish f ields enclosed by hedgerows of Hawthornrt
(Hosk ins ,  1955) .  These  regu la r  shaped  f i e lds  w i th  the i r
straight boundaries were in marked contrast to the more
i r regular  and var iab ly  shaped enclosed f ierds of  the ancient
l andscapes .

rn Tasmania with fewer constraj-nts from previous ownership or
agricultural practice the land was surveyed and d.ivided using
relatively straight boundaries reflecting contemporary
Engl ish pract ice.  Clear ly  var ia t ions to  th is  pat tern
occurred when convenient natural boundaries such as
watercourses were available. The overal l  result thouqh was
of a landscape with straight property boundaries.

Just as the property boundaries were straight so too were the
internal property boundaries. The results of this are seen
in the landscape of squarish or rectangular f ierd.s such as
those near Westbury.

on occasion there were exceptions where the f ield bound.aries
were i r regular ,  such as near  Hagley.

13
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r r regu la r  f i e l d  shape  coswer r :  semi -c i r cu la r  f i e l d  fenced
wi th a s tone wa1l  and hawthorn hedges.  Note presence of
pop la rs  and  de te r i o ra t i on  i n  cond i i i on  o f  s to ie  wa I1 .

F ierds near  El l io t t  bounded by coni fer  and hawthorn hedges.
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B Fie1d Boundar ies

rrthe thickening green pastures of
b loorn ing of  hawthorn hedgerows. . .
and  Cab ine t ,  1985 ) .

the farmlands and the
rr (Department of premj_er

Fie lds are known rargely  f rom thei r  boundar ies,  which in
lowland England have a long and cornplicated. history
(Rackham, r986) . The boundaries of parl iamentary 

-enclosure

f ie lds were typ ica l ly  hawthorn.hedgeiows or  dry  s tone wal l ing
depending upon area. Their principal purpose Leing to
contain stock. Both provided a najor ir isirat contribution to
the rural landscape. rndeed in eritain i t  has been argued
that these boundaries, part icularly the hedgerows, are the
key cornponent  of  the rurar  landscape (Green,  rsar j .  such a
case can also be made in Tasmania for i t  is diff icult to
imagine the same clains for sini lari ty with th;-E;; i isr,
landscape being made in the absence oi heagerow=. 

-

( I )  Hedgerows

The new fields created by the parl iamentary encl_osure in
England were typical ly fenced witn the hawlhorn (crataeggs
mongqvna)_not ,9f  for  i ts  rap id.growing abi l i ty .  oEner  p lants
such as brackthorn- (prunus_ spinosa) on crab-ippIe (Marirs
sv lvest r is)  were a lso usea.

The plants to be used. for the hedgerows were typical ly
planted in double rows, although by late victoi i . . ,  i i*"= they
had often been reduced to one row. After about twenty years
in the case of hawthorn they were ready to be cut and laid.
Tfr is.management technigue involved cutl ing and layering of
the individual plant i terns to produce an effective windbreaks
and stockproof boundary (Read.eis Digest, Lggz)

The enclosure hedgerows were arso interspersed with other
t5ees par t icu lar ly  ash (Frar inus sp. )  and e1m (u l rnus sp)
although there was some regEna-_l vlriation in tne types of
t rees used for  th is  purpose (Hoskins,  rg73) .  These i l " r "
managed so that.they rei-nforced the hedgerow but as mature
t rees grew suf f ic ient ly  ta I I  so as to  not  in ter fere wi th  the
hedge growing beneath them.

The hedgerows that enclosed the f ields in the ancient
landscapes while dominated by hawthorn possesses a complexity
of plant types that contrasts enormousl| with the simple
par l iamentary enc losure hedgerows (Rackiarn,  1986)

Th" importance of the hedgerow to the Engrish rural landscape
is hard to overstate. rneir visuar conti ibution as
structural features in the landscape is consid.erable; indeed
Tany wourd argue they are the principar cornponent in i t
(G reen ,  1981 ) .

rn Tasmania hedgerows are widespread. and in their typicarry
l inear nature form a major elenLnt of the islandrs i irrar

15



landscape.  Hawthorn,  both the whi te  and p ink var ie t ies,  are
the doninant  p lants  of  the is landrs hedgerows.  Areas in
which hedgerows are to be found as part icurarly dominant
elements of the landscape incrude much of the northern
Mj-dland, parts of the East coast, Derwent va11ey and areas in
the south-east .

Evidence for their relativery early introduction and use of
hawthorn for hedgerows in Tasmania can be found in the
observation of visitors to Tasmania d.uring the mid-nineteenth
century. Louisa Anne Meredith observed. in 1940. r 'But the
most Engrish and therefore most beautiful things r saw, were
the  hawtho rn  he {ges "  (E1 ] i s ,  1979)  wh i l e  A tk inson  (1975)
notes that  Wi l l ian F ie ld  (?-1881)  on h j_s proper ty  at
westf ield neat westbury thad noticed the simirarity of the
countryside there abouts to some parts of rural nn]1and and
he sought to rnould i t  nearest to his English memori6s. so he
enclosed h is  f ie lds wi th  hawthorn hedges,  whi te  and p ink,  and
planted English trees,. other observers included ltuirdv
(1852)  S toney  (185C)  ( see  Append ix  3 )
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Hawthorn hedgerows near  Chudle igh.

Hawthorn hedgerows,
boundar ies .

Derwent  Val1ey.  Note s t ra ight  f ie ld
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Har,'rthorn hedgerows
boundar ies and the

Hawthorn hedgerows, Mayfield near
leaf  dec iduous t rees,  coni fers  and

G I e n  G a 1 a .  N o t e  t h e  s t r a i q h t  f i e l d
iso la ted  graveyard .

-.!i l

Westbury. Note the broad
br ick farm bui ld incrs.
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( I I )  S tone  wa11s

rn the exposed upland areas of  England stone wal Is  were used
instead of  hedgerows as f ie ld  boundar ies.  E lsewhere in  areas
where there was an abundance of stone, stone waIIs may have
supplemented or even replaced hedgerows as the principal
boundary s t ructures.

These dry s tone waI Is  ( i .e .  bu i l t  ent i re ly  or  largely  wi thout
the use of mortar) had the advantage of using stone removed
from the f ie lds,  occupying less space and regui r ing less
annual maintenance than hedgerows. Their chief disadvantage
was the considerable amount of ski l led labour recruired in
thei r  const ruct ion.

The methods of construction of stone walIs in Britain varied
considerably depending in large part upon the characterist ics
o f  t he  l oca l  s tone  (Garne r ,  1984) .

In Tasmania stone walls part icularly along roads were an
early i f  not widespread feature of the landscape. Such a
walr f igures prorninentry in the 1837 view of Table Mountain
on the main road between Hobart and Launceston, north of
Jer icho (Stancombe I974)  .

1 9



Dry  s tone  wa I l ,  Coswe l l  Beach near  Swansea .

'\-Y',

Dry s tone wa11,  p iermont  near  Swansea.
hedgerows in  middle d is tance.

Z U

Note hawthorn



Roads

r r fn  par ts  the scenery is  remin iscent  o f  England wi th
winding country  lanes .  . . '  (Depar tment  of  Fremier  and
Cab ine t , 1985 )

The history of roads in England is a long and complex one
extending back to  the Neol i th ic  (Rackhan,  rseo1.  The resul t
o f  th is  h is tory  is  a  network of  roads wi th  a var ie ty  of
d i f fer ing character is t j -cs.  The r rEngr ishr  character  o f  roads
in Tasmania ar ises not  f rom the t ransposi t ion of  a  par t icu lar
type of English road system to the state. Rather iL is a
composite of elements from a number of d. i f ferent road types
which together contrast rnarkedly with typical rurar roads of
much of  main land Austra l ia .

( I )  Winding Country  Lanes

The archetype ttwinding country rand, is much more a feature
of the ancient landscape of lowland England that was created
in an ad-hoc small scare manner than the parl iamentary
enclosed landscape. rt was the irregular f ields bord6red by
hedgerows and walls aided by the nature of the roads itserf
that determined the character. The result were roadsrrusual ly  hav ing a course which on the sma1I  scale consis ts  of
a ser ious of  wobblest  (Rackham, 1986) .  Typica l ly  these roads
were guite narrow and bordered by hedgerows or walrs.

comparable roads are to be found in Tasmania in a few places,
but more often than not the cause of these winding roads is
the loca1 re l ie f  o f  the landscape.

2T



Winding rural
leaf  deciduous

road,  Table Cane.
t rees .

Note a lso the coni fer ,  broad
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( I I )  Roads  o f  Enc losu re

Parl iamentary enclosure saw the establishment of rnanv new
roads that were notable for their straight routes *ait ed. by
right angle bends. Unlike the road.s of the ancient landsclpe
they ran direct frorn sett lement to sett lernent.

Typica l ly  these roads had a min imum width of  40r  enabl ing
detours to be made around irnpassable stretches for the roads
were init ial ly unsurfaced. once paved the road.s had verges
of perhaps fourteen feet on each side between the hedgerows
or  s tone wa11s.  such roads were in  d i rect  contrast  to  the
roads of the ancient landscape. The only conmon elernents
being the boundaries formed by hedgerows or stone waI1s.

rn Tasmania numerous roads in this style are to be found such
as Woolmers Lane near Longford or near Chud.leigh.

Although these roads are not the winding lanes of England
they are evocative of England because:

. the length of individuar straight sections of roads
can be guite short, part icularly when compared with
main land roads

. the length of individual straight sections is
broken by changing rel ief

. the wide verges are general ly covered in grassy
vegetation which is freguently green

. they are bounded by hedgerows

23



Road near Chudleigh.
hedgerows and has the
of  enc losure roads.

The road is
d is t inct ive

hawthorn
verg'es typical

bounded by
wide g:rass
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( I I I )  Ho l l oways

A feature of roads in various parts of England are the
holloways where the road, through a varieiy of causes, has
sunk below the general ground surface. rypical ly they are
l ined or even overhung by trees. such no1ioways-may be
formed by a var ie ty  of  causes inc lud ing:

. the road fol lowing an exist ing natural depressj_on

. cutt ings deriberately excavated to red.uce gradients

. the erosion of unpaved roads by traff ic over an
extended per iod.

rn England this latter reason is the most freguent cause of
these features (Rackhan,  1986) .

rn Tasmania the excavation of cutt ings to improve road.
gradients and al ignments is the most freguenl cause of these
features. with t irne they can becone l ined with exoti-c trees.

25



Holloway near sheff ield bounded by hawthorn and. blackberries.

Hol loway,  Table Cape.
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( IV)  Br idges

In England a var ie ty  of  mater ia ls  have been used in  the
construct ion of  br idges but  the overa l l  impress ion is  o f  an
agri-cuItural landscape with bridges constructed of stone and
to a lesser  extent  br ick.  T i rnber  was used re lat ive ly  rare ly
as a construct ion rnater ia l .

rn Tasmania the 9ar1y road building undertaken in large part
under the supervisj-on of the Royal Engineers was notabre- for
the extensive use of  s tone or  br ick in  br idge construct ion.
These br idges are a s ign i f icant  feature of  ihe areas set t led
before the 1850s.  The major  roads such as the

. Hobart-Launceston highway

.  Hobar t -East  Coast  road

incorporate numerous s tone or  br ick br idges (Table Z) .

The general impression in these areas is that stone or brick
are, as in rural England, the dominant bridge construction
materi-aIs. Louisa Anne Meredith observed in ].g44 ,we entered.
the f lour ish ing town of  per th. . .  over  a handsome stone br id .ge
of  e ight  arches,  wi th  bold s tone parapets,  and gui te  an
irnposing aspect, more rike a good o1d- Englisrr uf iage than the
usual ly  f l imsy co lonia l  const ruct ion.  . .  i l  (E11is  ,  tSZOl  .

This general impression is in marked contrast to most of
south-eastern Austral ia where t imber predominated as the
construction material for bridges. Sirni larly t irnber was used
in the more recently settred pirts of Tasmania, such as the
north-west and north-east when the cheap labour of the
convict systern was no longer available.
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Tab le  2

Stone and Br ick Br idges in

Hobart-Launceston

Roseneath (s tone)
Glenstone (s tone)
Pontv i l le  (s tone)
r rOakmorer t  (s tone)
Kempton (s tone)
Melton Mowbray
Lovely  Banks (s tone)
Jer icho (s tone)
Tunbr idge (s tone)
Ross  ( s tone )
Tackey Creek (s tone)
Carnpbell Town (brick)
Kerry Lodge (stone)

Elsewhere

Spikey Br idge (East
Coas t )  ( s tone )

Richrnond (stone)
Risdon (s tone)
Pateena Road (br ick)

Tasmania
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L,

Br ick and stone br idge over
Tovrn bui l t  between 1835 and
s ta te r s  p r i nc i pa l  h i ghway .

the  E l i zabe th
IB40  and  s t i l l

River  a t  Campbe l l
in  use  on  the

Tacky  c reek  B r idge  nea r  Ross  bu i l t  o f  sands tone  i n  the  1B3os .

2 9



This br ick and masonry br idge
Pateena Road near Lonqford was

over Jordans Creek on the
bu i l t  i n  t he  1840s .

ix$f{

Kerry Lodge Bridge constructed of
bypassed by main Launceston-Hobart
hawthorn hedge along the old main

f reestone in  1835 and now
road. Note conifers and

road boundary.
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(V)  Minor  Road Construct ion Elements

Just  as s tone and br ick were the commonly used mater ia ls  for
bridge construction in lowland England so too were they used
widely for minor erements of road. construction such as
culver ts  and dra ins.

s imi lar ly  in  Tasmania,  par t icu lar ly  j -n  those ear ly  set t led
areas where stone and brick bridges predominate, many of the
minor  features such as cu lver ts  and dra ins were a lso bui r t  o f
these materials. Again numerous examples are to be found on
many of  the ear ly  rna jor  roads just  as is  the case for
b r i dges .

31



Stone culver t  on Hobar t -Launceston road near  Jer icho.

Stone cu lver t  on Hobar t -Swansea road near  Mayf ie ld  Beach.

,i:
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D Exot ic  P lants

rrAutumn is regarded by many people as the most beautiful of
the Tasmanian seasons.  The ear ly  Br i t ish set t rers  p lanted a
variety of deciduous trees to remind thern of their horneland
and the changing green leaves to gold creates a haunting
mel1ow atmosphere unequalled in the other Austral ian st i tes'r
(Dep t .  o f  P remie r  and  Cab ine t ,  1985) .

The parl iamentary enclosures resulted j-n a signif icant change
in the distr ibution of trees in rural lowland England
(Rackhan,  1986) .  However ,  the net t  resul t  was the
maintenance of an agrj-curtural landscape in which trees
continued to play an irnportant visual lnd economic role.
They were an integral part of the structure of hedg'erows,
gseg to.prov ide protect ion for  farm bui ld ings and other
fac i l i t ies such as ponds and were a source of  wood.  rn
addit ion the eighteenth and nineteenth century saw the
development of large country parks and estates in which great
numbers of trees were planted to enhance the parks
appearance.

The English character of the Tasmanian landscape arj_ses from
the wj-despread use of exotic trees, part icularly decid.uous
trees and coni fers .  However ,  the exot ic  t rees used in  th is
state were not  just  those of  the Engl ish landscape such as
ash (Frax inus sp. )  and e lm (urrnus sp. ) .  Rather  Lr rey inc luded
a g'reater range. of types such as the Lornbardy poplar (populus
niqra var .  i ta l ica) .  Thus again the Tasmani in  l inascapE^Ts a
composite of a variety of English and non-Austral ian elements
which together contrast rnarkedly with the rural landscape of
south-east Austral ia

( I )  P lants  of  the Hedgerows

The hedgerows of both the parl iamentary enclosure and ancient
landscapes were not composed only of hlwthorn (crataequs
gglrogEg) or cornparable hedge plants. A rnaj or feEture of the
hedgerows from both landscapes was the largL number of trees
interspersed in then. rn the parl i-amentary enclosure
hedgerows the princi-pal trees planted were ash (Fraxinus
sP.  )  '  9h0 (u lmus.sp.  )  and oak (euercus sp.  )  .  The propor t ions
of each varying in no systematic t^ny. the ninetee-ntn century
saw the introduction of more exotic trees such as sycamore
(Acer  sp.  )  and walnut  (Juqlans sp.  )  .

with t ime these trees have been supplemented natural ly by
sel f -sown species so increasing the d ivers i ty  o f  the
hedgerow, the characterist ic of the ancient landscape
hedgerows.

rn Tasmania hawthorns were introduced early on for use in
hedgerows. so much so that they $/ere well established by the
1840s and cont i -nued to be p lanted.  For  example in  rB47
Andrew Reid, owner of Ratho near Bothwell is reported. as
purchasing more than 5oo hawthorn cutt ings raised on the
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nearby proper ty  Thorpe (Simons,  1987) .  Hawthorn hedges are
now widespread throughout the state and are a major feature
of  the agr icu l tura l  areas of  the Mid lands,  Nor fo lk  Pla ins,
Derwent  Val ley,  Delora ine,  Mole Creek area,  and the east
coas t .

The contribution of the hawthorn to the rural landscape is
enhanced by i ts  pro l i f ic  f lower ing abi l i ty  and i ts  markedly
seasonal  appearance.  In  spr ing i t  is  covered in  whi te  or
pink blossom, summer i t  is green, autumn the leaves are
red-brown while in winter i t  is bare, being deciduous but
wi th  br ight  red f ru i ts .

other plants were also used for hedgerows including: the
European Box (Buxus semperverens), specimens of which are
recorded as being sent  to  R.C.  Gunn in  Launceston in  1845 and
the African box thorn which f inal ly became a noxious weed
because of  the d i f f icu l t ies of  contro l l ing i t  (S inons I  1987) .
Just as the hedgerows of England became sites for self-sown
plants  so too have Tasmaniars hedgerows.  A var ie ty  of  exot ic
plants can be found such as blackberry (Rubus fruticosus) and
briar (Rosa rubicrinosa) which contribute@
character of the hedgerow. Such a combination was so
evocative of England that the botanical art ist Marianne North
in 1881 noted about the landscape between Launceston and
Delora ine that  i t r rwas not  in  the least  a t t ract ive to  me;  i t
was far too English with hedges of sweet brier, hawthorn and
blackberry ,  net t les,  docks,  th is t les and dandel ionsrr  (Roya1
Bo tan ic  Gardens ,  1980)  .
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Hawthorn hedgerow near  Chudle igh (deta i l ) .
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Havrthorn hedgerows Quamby.
t r o o <

Note coni fers  and other  dec iduous

Hawthorn and Boxthorn hedgerow,  Belmont  near  Swansea.
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Topiary,  St  Peters
deciduous t rees and

Pass with har.rthorn hedgerows, broad leaf
con i fe rs .
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( I I )  Broad Leaf  Deciduous Trees

Large broad leaf deciduous trees such as e1ms, ash and oak
were an integrar part of the English hedgerow. rn addit ion a
variety of trees were grown on farms independently of
hedgerows.  These inc luded e1ms,  oaks and ash again as wel l
as the b lack poplar  - (popul ] :s  n igra) ,  whi te  poplar  (p .  a lba)
and from the nid eighteenth century Lombardy pop1.r-Tp.- rfgrg
vaf .  i ta l ica)  and wi l Iow (sar ix  sp.  )  .  such t reLs were used.
pr inc ipa l ly  for  shel ter  and as a source of  wood.

The developrnent of formal country estates and parks saw the
introduction of a wide variety of trees such as the
horse-chestnut  (Aesculus .h ippocastanum) ,  l imes (T i l ia  sp.  )and oaks (Quercus sp.  )  ,  lnacrnanr ,  roaal  .  Moreover  these
trees were used in entirely different ways such as specimen
trees, landscape focal points, grand aveiues in entrince
driveways.

rn Tasmania the use of broad leaf d.ecid.uous trees in
hedgerows was not widespread, although the practice can be
seen at  c la i rv i l le ,  western Junct ion.  Rather  these t rees
tended to be planted as

(a) wind breaks for example the Lornbard.y poprars about the
hopf ie lds of  the Derwent  Va1ley e.g.  Bushy FarX.

(b) boundary markers for example the elm marked boundary of
Bowthorpe or the chestnut and elrn boundary at st peters pass
House .

(c)  speci -men t rees for  example the b i rch (Betu la sp. )  and
conifers planted by wil l iarn eibson on ns:<teigtr tate iast
century (Sirnons I J-9B7) .

(d) f9rmaI parklands such as those at panshanger and
Malahide.

(e) ground avenues and entrance driveways such as those at
We-st f ie ld  (poplar  and e1m) ,  panshanger  loak and e1m) ,
Eskre igh (hawthorn and e1m),  Redlands (poplar  and e i ln)  and
Love ly  Bank  (oak ) .

( f )  i n  t he  case  o f  w i l l ows  a long  wa te rcou rses .

A wide var ie ty  of  broad leaf  dec iduous t rees were used in
Tasmania. Tha result is an arnalgarn of elements frorn the
Engrish enclosed agricultural landscape and the formal
park land landscapes.

The introduction of broad leaf decid.uous trees again took
place ear ly  in  the h is tory  of  the israndts set t lenent .  rn
the 1830s the prominent Launceston merchant Lawrence was
obtaining a variety of plants from London incruded wilrows.
other plantings of broad leaf deciduous trees included
plant ings of  e lms at  Thorpe near  Bothwerr  in  1832,  wi l lows at
Redlands near  New Norfo lk  by 1845,  oaks at  panshanger  by
1842.  By the rn idd le of  the last  century there is  l i t t Ie
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doubt that broad leaf decj-duous trees had become a major
e lement  of  the s taters  agr icu l tura l  landscape.

The broad leaf deciduous trees are a strong: erement of the
English guali ty of the Tasmanian landscape. They introduce
shapes, colours and seasonal changes of appearanCe that are
in marked contrast  to  the ind igenous species.  rn  rg44 Louisa
Anne Meredi th  noted that  t tsketch ing gum t rees. . .  is  gu i te  a
different, affair from a round compict oak or eIn, dedently
appare l led j -n  a proper  quant i ty  o f  fo l iage"  (E11is ,  i -gTg) .

while more recently the visual impact of the seasonal change
in the appearance of these trees is a recurring theme for
exarnple rrothers would argue that autumn is the real Tasmanian
season; the t ime that gives the island its special charm -
yhen the European trees that are so abund.antly planted in the
island are r ichly clad in russet gord.rr (snith and , lohnson,
re77) .

Earry on it was noted how well many of these trees grew in
Tasmania compared to England. ltore recently the seiious
outbreak of Dutch EIm disease has kil led many elms in
England, particularly in the south. No longer does the e1m
dorninate the English enclosed landscape as irrey once did and
st i l l  do in areas of  Tasmania.
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Broad leaf  dec iduous t rees
Note hawthorn f ield bounoarY

lombardy poplars near  Jer icho.
and widespread gorse.

Broad leaf  dec iduous t rees near  Mel ton Mowbrav.
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t s road  l ea f  dec iduous  t rees ,
byoassed sect ion of  the mu. i r . ,

nea r  L i t t 1e
eas t  coas t

Swanpor t  River .  Note
v a ^ l
J. \./O.Ll .

Broad leaf  dec iduous t rees,  coombend. ,  a long entrance dr ive.l {o te coni f  er  windbreaks.
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Lombardy
Drrars in Bushy park.
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Enta l ly  House,  Hadspen wi th  a var i -e ty  of  specimen t rees
inc lud ing both broad.  leaf  dec iduous Lrees lnd coni fers .  Note
har+thorn hedge in  middle d is tance,  lombardy poplar  arong road
boundary .

'rt 
,/

';,.,1f.4
i.4
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Broad leaf  dec iduous t rees incruding e lms and p lane t rees
forming road boundary,  Riversdale near  swansea.  The remains
of  the br ick r j -ver  mi1 l  which has now been par t ly  demol ished
a re  a l so  v i s i b l e .
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Broad leaf  dec iduous t rees near  Tunnel .

Broad leaf  dec iduous t rees,  hawthorn hedges,  and b lackberry
f ie ld  boundar ies near  Tunnel .
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Wil lows a long watercourse at  Laur is ton near  Kempton.  Note
hawthorn hedgerow boundary.
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t ' v - i l l ows a long Coa l  R iver
d e c i d u o u s  t r e e s ,  s o m e  i n

near  R ichmond.
b l o s s o m .

N o t e  b r o a d  l e a f

Wil lows on r iver  f la ts  near  Lat robe.
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( I I r )  Con i f e r s

The use of conifers in hedgerows and elsewhere on farms in
lowland England was not  widespread.  Only  in  Nor fo lk  and
Suf fo lk  where enclosure was under taken ear ly  in  the
nineteenth century, a t inre when exotic conifers were
fashionable, are they to be found in any guantity. Here they
were used in i t ia l ly  for  hedgerows but  the ef for t  requi red to
retain them as hedges has rneant many have g:rown into trees
(Rackham, 1986) .  o therwise the i r  use has been in  the formal
parklands of the past or modern plantations for t irnber
product ion.

rn Tasmania their use has been much more widespread and is in
fact comparable with the broad leaf deciduous trees.
Coni fers  have been used for

(a) windbreaks, examples of which are widespread. in the
Mid lands,  east  coast  and in  par t icu lar  in  the nor th-west  o f
the s tate.

(b) boundary markers, examples of which are widespread, in
partJ-cular in the north west of the state

(c) specimen trees such as those of Bernont and Eskleigh and
particularly Entalry where a great many variet ies of pines
were p lanted (Hol l ingsworth,  1988)

(d) formal parklands such as those at Beaufront

(e) ground avenues and entrance drives such as those at Glen
Derwent near New Norfolk, Dougras park near carnpbell  Town,
sornercotes near  Ross and cra i rv i l le ,  western Junct ion.

A wide variety of conifers from throughout the world were
used in  these prant ings incruding nat ive Austrar ian p ines.
Amongst the most popular conifers for use as windbreaks and.
boundary markers of Pinus radiata arthough other conifers
have a lso been used tor  tn ls  purpose.

Although the Rev. Robert Knopwood makes reference to
rece i v ing  p ine  t rees  i n  l -B07  (N icho l l s ,  1977)  the re  i s  l i t t l e
ment ion of  coni fers  unt i l  the middle of  the century unl ike
the broad leaf  dec iduous t rees.  In  l_845 R.  Gunn in
Launceston received a number of  coni fers  inc lud ing 'Auracar ia ,
Abies and Lebanon Cedar  (Cedrus 1 ibani ) .  However ,  E 1852
the l,aunceston Horticu1tdET Soclety lras report ing t i lat i t
was ra is ing and expor t ing large nunbers of  Nor fo lk  fs land
p j -nes  to  New Sou th  Wa les  (S imons ,  1987) .

The coni fers ,  l ike the broad leaf  dec iduous t rees,  are a lso
an important elernent in the Tasmanian landscape. Again they
introduce a colour, shape and form that is in dist inct
contrast  to  the ind igenous f lora.
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Conifers as boundary markers, specimen trees and windbreaks
near  E I1 io t t .

Conifers and hawthorn hedges near Ell iott.

- 48



conifers specimen trees, surrounded Tedworth Harl formerly
the London rnn which was bui l t  o f  sandstone in  183r .  The
guard or watch house in the foreground. was buil t  by convict
l abou r  a  l i t t l e  l a te r  i n  1840 .
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conifers forming windbreaks and boundary markers at Table
Cape .
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Coni fers  a long
are a lso marked

entrance dr ive to  C1ai rv i1 le ,
by hawthorn hedges.

the boundar ies
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( IV )  Gorse

In England,  g :orse or  furze (U1ex europaeus)  is  a
character is t ic  p lant  o f  the neatntanas.  or ig ina l ly  such
areas were used for common grazing of l ivestock while gorse
j - tser f  was an impor tant  widely  useo.  fue l  (Rackhan,  1986)  .

rn Tasmani-a gorse was introduced guite early, the Rev.
Knopwood makes reference to purchasing rrsome English furz
bushes r r  a t  New Town  in  1815  (N icho11s ,  rg77 ) .  i t s  p r i nc ipa l
use was as a hedge plant because of i ts rapid growing ari l i ty
and irnpenetrable nature. Louisa Anne l, tereaith noted. the
widespread use of .gorse for  hedges on the east  coast  by 1g41.
Some years later in 1854 her fr iend. Wil l iarn Howitt observed.rrsplendid hedges of English furze enclosed the approach to Mr
char les Meredi thrs  house,  in  brossom even at  th i l -winter
season and d i f fus ing in  the sun i ts  fami l iar  od.our i l  (E11is ,
1979) .  The use of  gorse was not  conf ined to  the east  coast
it  being used widely in the Midland.s as we1l.

The very quarit ies of gorse that init ialry encouraged. i ts use
as a hedgerow plant were arso those that in the ronger term
made it  such a problem. Louisa Anne Meredith obseri ing
cr i t ica l ly  la ter  that  her  fa ther- in- law had r rc leared the land
of  t rees and p lanted mi les and mi les of  gorse hedges,  which
le9ane a very costly curse and ruined much good. l indi '  (E11is,
reTe).

Today gorse is st i l1 widespread throughout the Midlands and
east  coast  reg ion of  Tasmania.
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Gorse a long boundary fence and
Note lombardy poplars.

in  paddocks near  Jer icho.

Gorse along watercourse with wil lows at euanby.
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(V )  Bu lbs )

A d is t inct ive e lement  of  some Engl ish landscapes in  spr ing is
the daf fod i l  (Narc issus sp.  )  .  The poet  Wi l l iarn Wordsworth 's
descr ip t ion of  the Lake Dis t r ic t  in  spr ing is  wel l  known -
r rWhen a l l  a t  once T saw a crowd,  A host  o f  go lden daf fod i lsr .

These bulbs are also a prominent element of many of the
formal parklands throughout in England.

In  Tasmania the i r  presence is  l in i ted,  be ing found in  the
immediate area of  houses or  the s i tes of  former houses.
However, in some areas of the state they have managed to
colonize beyond what may be termed the garden with some
success such as those near Elizabeth Town. Although
shor t - l ived the daf fod i l 's  contr ibut ion to  the Engl ish
character of Tasmania stems perhaps as much from its symbolic
value as a harbinger of spring and the change of seasons as
i t  does f rom i ts  co lour .
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Bu lbs ,  b road  l ea f  dec iduous
and hawthorn hedges are a l l
Bowthorpe near  Longford.

t rees ,  some in
r:resent in the

b lossom,  con i fe rs
a r a t r n A  a €
v ! v q l t g  v !

Ytr in ''

Bulbs and coni fers  near  Tunnel  in  nor th-eastern Tasmania
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(VI )  Pseudo-exot ic  t rees

Early in the sett lement of Tasmania i t  was recognized that
the structure and appearance of the doninant ind.igenous
trees,  par t icu lar ly  the eucalyptus were gui te  d i f ierent  to
that  o f  the broad leaf  dec iduous t rees of  England.  Louisa
Anne Meredith observed that ttsketching gum tiees, which r
found demanded. far  greater  care in  t r re i i  de l ineai , ion,  even in
ny sl ight pencil  sketches than r had at f irst been disposed.
to accord them: a giant struggling tree that wil l  persist in
showing al l  i ts twisted elbows, and have briarean irns, with
olly tufts of leaves at the f ingers ends, is guite a
different affair from a round compact oai< or e-rrn, decently
appare l led i -n  a proper  guant i ty  o f  fo l iage"  (E11is ,  r97g) .

However there are some indigenous trees that do have a shape
and appearance matching those of the European trees. rn
part icular in the north-west and some parts of the north-east
of the state the Blackwood (Acacia rnellnoxylon) assumes an
irnportant visual role in the landscane.
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Blackwoods,  broad leaf  dec iduous t rees and coni fers  near
E I l i o t t .
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E Dist inct ive,  Crops

trl  went up the Derwent in the steamer to New Norfolk. I t
( the r iver)  ran through a r ich b i t  o f  country  fu I l  o f  hops,
and orchards loaded with fruit.  Hedges of hawthorn loaded
wi th red berr ies,  sweet  br ier ,  and b lackberr ies,  -  a1I  was
too Engl ish -  i t  might  have been a b i t  o f  somersetsh i rer l
(Mar i -anne Nor th,  1881 in  Royal  Botanic  Gardens,  1980)  .

The ternperate cl imate of Tasmania and the availabi l i ty of
both vrater and fert i le land al lowed the ready applical ion of
contemporary English farming practices in Tasmania.
rnit ial ly the production of grain and woor underpinned. the
staters economy. However, with the growth of the colony and
improvement in transportation the opportunit ies for other
agricultural activit ies appeared. some of these were guite
commonplace in England while others were associatea with
part icular areas such as hop growing and had their own
cul tura l  associat ions.

Even though these same agricultural activit ies may have been
undertaken to varying degrees on the mainrand of Austral ia,
their presence in Tasmania has contributed to the English
character  o f  the s taters  rura l  land.scane.

( I )  Hops

The nineteenth century has been regarded. as the golden age of
the hop industry  in  Br i ta in .  rn  1800 there were 14 ooo
hectares (35 000 acres)  g iven over  to  th is  crop (F i1mer,
L982). Kent was the principal area of cult ivation but hops
were widely g:rown throughout England and in scotland and
wales as weI I .  one of  the more in tens ive agr icu l tura l
activit ies i t  reguired the provision of an elaborate system
of support for the shoots to cl irnb upon if  production was to
be maximized. Arthough the rnethods of support varied with
tine, the general appearance of the hop glrden was a network
o f  w i res ,  s t r i ngs  and  po1es .

The f irst record of hops being grown in Tasmania is that of
Wi l l ian Pat terson,  L ieutenant-Governor ,  por t  Dal rymple in
1804 but  j - t  was not  unt i l  the 1850s that  they neclne wer l
establ ished as an agr icu l tura l  crop in  the oerwent  Val1ey
about  New Norfork  (Pearce,  1976) .  By the turn of  the cenE.ury
more than 1 000 acres were g iven over  to  hops.  protect ion
f rom the wind genera l ly  coming f rom the c losely  p lanted rows
of  poplars.  This  pract i -ce having been star ted at  least  by
the lB7Os when a hop grower Mr Tro l1ope is  repor ted as
p lan t i ng  these  t rees  fo r  p ro tec t i on  (pea rce ,  l - g76 ) .

I t  was  obse rved  tha t r r l f  t he  t r i p  i s  t aken  when  the  (hop )
l ines are in  fu I l  f lower ,  the Engl ishman may easi ly  fancy
that  he is  in  Kent t t  (Government  of  Tasmania,  1914) .  s in i rar
v iews are s t i r l  be ing expressed more than f i f ty  years rater .
rrMellow o1d buildings set amongst English trees and hop
f ie lds dot ted wi th  oasthouses g ive th is  c lass i f ied h is lor ic
town (New Norfork)  a  dec idedly  Engl ish look.  The beaut i fu l
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surrounding countryside has often been compared to that of
Ken t r '  (Schma le r  and  Donovan ,  1983) .
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Hop f ie lds Bushy park.  Note oast  houses,  coni fersrbroad leafdeciduous t rees,  hawthorn windbreak.
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( I I )  O rcha rds

The growing of fruit  trees in orchards has a long tradit ion
in England,  wi th  a wide var ie ty  of  f ru i t  inc lud ing apples,
pears and plurns being grown in this manner by the early
niddle ages. The eighteenth century saw commercial apple
orchards for both cidermaking and dessert fruit  widespread
par t icu lar ly  in  Kent ,  Essex and the West  Country .  Whi le  the
early nineteenth century saw a tremendous upsurge in the
var ie t j -es of  apples avai - lab le,  perhaps over  6OO (Harr is ,
reTe).

These deciduous fruit trees introduced a major visual element
to the landscape wi th  the i r  cont inuat ion of  d is t inct  seasonal
changes

spring - an abundance of white and pink blossom
sunmer - the development of fruit  and the green 1eaves
autumn - the r ipening fruit and change of colour of the

Ieaves
winter - the bare trees

In addit ion, the physical structure of the orchard.s with
thei r  rows of  t rees,  pruned in  a var ie ty  of  fashions prov ided
a further cultural element to the landscape.

Fruit trees were brought to Tasmania by the early navigators
and sett lers. Lieutenant-Governor patterson recorded
planting apple trees at his sett lement at West Arm on the
Tamar River  in  1804 (Si rnons,  l9B7) .  Whi le  by IB15 the Rev.
R. Knopwod records growing a variety of fruit  includ.ing
apples,  p1ums,  peaches and stone f ru i t  (Nichol ls ,  1977) .  By
the niddle of the nineteenth century farn orchards
principally serving the farm and perhaps other 1ocaI needs
were widespread in the sett led areas of the state. In the
late 1840s the f i rs t  tentat ive ef for ts  at  the expor t  o f
apples, part icularly frorn the Huon were made. However, i t
was not unti l  the 1880s that the export of appres and other
fruit on a large scale commenced and saw the establishment of
commercial orchards in the Huon, Derwent Va11ey, East Coast
and Tamar Va11ey.  The extent  o f  these orchards was such that
the Huon was being ca l1ed r rapple landrr  (Mai t land and Krone,
1892)  whi le  Frankr in  was being descr ibed as the 'metropol is
o f  App le land r r  (Governmen t  o f  Tasman ia ,  1914) .

Although the extent of the commercial orchards in Tasmania is
now less than at the turn of the century sirni lar views are
st i l l  be ing expressed about  the impact  o f  the orchards on the
landscape.  r r ln  spr ing the apple b lossom makes a scenic
wonder land of  the Huon Val ley reg ions,  the Tamar Va11ey and
the other orchard areas of the apple islerr (Srnith and
Johnson ,  1977 )  .

r rThe Huon River  Val ley and the Huon Peninsula,  just  south of
Hobart is the most famous apple growing distr ict in Austral ia
and is  a scenic  del ight  as the thousands of  hectares of  apple
orchards burst  wi th  b looms (Smith and Johnson,  L977) .
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r rHere again the scenery in  par t  is  s imi lar  to  England,
part icularly in the Tamar Va1ley when appre orchards are in
b loom in  sp r ing  (Dep t .  o f  p remie r  and  Cab ine t ,  1985) .
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Apple orchard near  Spreyton.

Orchard near Richrnond.
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F Bui l t  E lements

rrMel low o ld bui ld ings set  amongst  Engl ish t rees and hop
f ie lds dot ted wi th  oasthouses g ive t f r is  c lass i f ied h is lor ic
town  a  dec ided ly  Eng l i sh  1ook ,  ( schmare r  and  Donovan ,  1983) .

Although the English countryside is often thoughrt of as
v i l rage England i t  is  vast ry  more compl icated lhan th is .
There are wide areas where the vi l lage is a rarity on the
ground, where the parish church stands alone, with perhaps an
i -nn or  a  school  bes ide i t ,  to  mark some sor t  o f  cenl re;  but
the par ish i tse l f  shows a scat ter ing of  farmsteadsstanding
alone on the i r  h i l ls ides or  in  the i r  combes,  and here and
there farmhouses in pairsr or in a smarl group of three or
four clustered together to form a hamlet.

rrHowever we sti I l  make the generalisation that the vi l lage is
more characterist ic of the drier arabre lowrand east of
Engrand and the hamlet and single farmhouse more common in
the wet ter ,  h i l l ier  and pastorar  western s ide.  But  there is
nucleat ion and.d ispers ion to  some degree in  a l l  par ts  of
Eng land t t  (Hosk ins ,  I 9Z3  )  .

rn  Austrar ia  the d ispers ion of  bu i l t  e lements is  the ru le ,
with farm buildings scattered through the needs of
agricurtural practices and the capacity of the transport
system to serve them. snar l  re la t ive ly  c losely  spacLa
vil lages in any quantity are a rarity. However in rasmania
the presence of  numerous v i l1ages,  o f ten bui l t  o f  rnater ia ls
suggestive of permanence are guite conmon and contribute
towards the percept ion of  the s taters  Engl ish character .

(C)  Rura l  V i l lages

The processes involved in  the locat ion of  v i l lages in  Engtand
are complex and have been in play in many cases for more than
a thousand years.  The resul ts  of  these processes are a wide
var ie ty  of  v i l lages wi th  considerable d i i ferences in  the i r
s t ructure,  appearance and locat ion.

rn Tasmania the rnajor  j -n f ruences on the rocat ion of  v i r lages
has been the agr icur tura l  potent ia l  o f  an area and the
development  of  t ranspor t  routes.  rn  par t icu lar  in  those
areas f i rs t  set t red between Hobar t  and Launceston and
westward to  Mole creek the ef fect  o f  these in f luences can be
clear ly  seen.  rn  these areas v i r lages are located a long maj-n
roads at a freguency which is suggestive of that to be found
in areas of  England.  ra ther  than i t ra t  o f  main land Austra l ia .

The st ructure of  these v i l rages wi th  the i r  Georg ian bui ld ings
of stone or brick further contributed to the general nnglisf
qual i ty  o f  the landscape.  The speci f ic  featu ies of  the
individual vi l lages are more appropriately deart with in the
specif ic reports that have been prepared on nany of them
(Tasse11  and  Mor r i s -Nunn ,  1985) .
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Outskirts of Kempton
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( I I )  D i spe rsed  Fa rms

Al though not  as evocat ive of  Engrand as v i r lages,  d ispersed
farms are quite a common element in the English landscape
particularly in the north and west i-n general terms (Hoskins,
1955) .  rn  Aus t ra l i a  d i spe rsed  fa rms  a re  the  ru le  and  th i s  i s
t rue in  much of  Tasmania.  However ,  in  some areas of  th is
state the d ispersed farms are arso able to  contr ibute to  the
non-Austra l ian gual i ty  o f  the is landts landscape.

Thei r  contr ibut ion ar ises f rom:

(a)  bu i ld ing mater ia ls  -  the widespread use of  br j_ck and
stone for both farmhouses and outbuildings while reminiscent
of much of England is in sharp contrast to mainland Austral ia
where other  less labour  in tens ive mater ia ls  were widery use.

(b)  vernacular  bu i ld ing -  in  many of  the ear l ier  set t led
areas simple Georgian style buildings are to be found rather
than the typical pioneer vernacular buildings of the more
recently sett led areas of the state such as the north-east or
on the main land.  These s inp le Georg ian bui ld ings of ten
lacking verandahs and other elements are visually
d i s t i nc t i ve .

(c)  major  bu i ld ings -  Georg ian England saw the widespread
development of large country estates with large counlry
houses and assorted parklands. The fert ir i ty of much of
Tasmania enabled substantial country houses Lo be buil t  early
in  the israndts h is tory  such as c la iendon,  panshanger ,  and
woolmers. The number and style of these buildings further
strengthen the non-Austral ian character of the islandrs
landscape.
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Br ick and.  s tone farm bui ld ings,  Apslawn.  The stone bui ld ing
was forner ly  Apslawn House and bui l t  in  the 184os for  John
Lyne whi le  the br ick bui ld inq was constructed as a barn.  The
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Gatehouse  C la i r v i l l e  bu i i t  i n  t he  183Os
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Stone vernacul_ar
f  ence ,  broad l -ea f

bu i l d ing  Cranbrook  Es ta te .
oec iouous t rees and grape

Note s tone
v ine  p lan t i ngs .

4.F- I .

-{G
r{G

stone vernacurar  bu i ld ing Apslawn House,  now used as a barn
Note hawthorn f ie ld  boundary and g 'orse.
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( I I I )  D i s t i nc t i ve  Bu i l d ings

A number of different types of building in the Tasmanian
rural landscape further contributed to i ts English character
inc lud ing:

(a)  Churches

rrwhat  is  o f ten regarded as a typ ica l  Engl ish scene:  church
spi res r is ing f rom c lunps of  t rLes or  p ierc inq the Fenland
sk ies r l

Again in  Tasmania i t  is  the t ransposi t ion of  t rad i t ional  and
contemporary Engl ish bui ld ing.s ty les and the use of  bu i ld ing
rnaterial such as stone and bi ick that enable churches to make
such a. rnajor  contr ibut ion to  the Engl ish qual i ty  o f  the
Tasmanian landscape:  For  example,  5 t  Uar f  ts ,  H-agley some
distance from the viLlage on a- tr i i r  surroirnded bf dlciduous
trees in a landscape of smalr f ields bordered by hawthorn
fences recreated the ideal ized Engl ish landscapa.

(b )  Oas t  Houses

l ' !h" picturesque oast houses - hop drying ki lns - with their
high conicar roofs and chimneys, creale in overhanging and
mel low landscaper t  (Srn i th  and ]ohnson,  J 'gZT).

Just as hops are a dist incti-ve crop in part,s of Bri-tain so
too are the hop kirns or oast houses an- important element of
the_ landscape. Tf" appearance of these uuirainjs in-nngrana
evorved with the industry brit  by the end of the-ei jrrteentn
century the wooden cowls which pivoted to turn in irre wind
and so aid the venti lat ion and arying of the hops had been
developed (F i l rner ,  rg92) .  the contr i t ru t ion ot  Lne oast
houses var ied wi th  t ime and f rom area to  area.  Br ick,  wood
and stone were arl comrnonly used while kirns were either
c i rcu lar  or  square.  The s ize of  the cowl  i tse l f  var ied
-coT:1gerably .  rn  sp i te  of  th is  consid.erabre var ia t ion the
bui ld ing s t i11 reta ined a d is t inct ive appearance.

s in i lar ly  in  Tasmania a var ie ty  of  const ruct ion mater ia ls  for
the oast house are to be found part icurarly in the oerwent
valley with wooden exampres and brick exarnptes are to be
found. sirni larly both sqfuare and. circular buildings are
known e.g.  Turr i l l  Lodgei  and Val leyf ierd respect i iery .
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St  John  the  Bap t i s t ,  Buck land  bu i l t
waI l  surrounding graveyard and the

L846 .  No te  t he  s tone
^ A n  I  r o r c

St  Mary r s ,
dec iduous

Hagley bui l t  in
t rees,  hawthorn

1 8 6 1 .  N o t e  t h e  b r o a d  l e a f
hedges and con i fe rs .
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Br ick and wood oast  houses
lombardy poplar  windbreaks,
boundar ies .

near  Hayes,  Derwent  Va1ley.  Note
orchards and hawthorn f i l fa

Wooden oast  house Derwent  View,  Derwent  Va11ey.  Note
lonbardy poplar  windbreaks and wi l lows a lonqr  r iver .
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Br ick and wood oast  house Tynwald,  New Norfo lk .
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c Physica l  E lements

The phys ica l  character is t ics  of  Tasmania are impor tant  in
sustaini-ng to varying degrees the perceptions of the
"Engl ishrr  or  non-Austra l ian character  o f  the is land.  In
par t icu lar  the re l ie f  o f  the is landts topography contr ibutes
great ly  to  the contrast  wi th  the Austra l ian main land.  whi le
the la t ter  is  genera l ly  perceived as being re la t ive ly  f la t
wi th  l -ow d is tant  hor izons Tasmania is  marked by ret ie t  o t
great  var iab i l i ty  over  re la t ive ly  shor t  d is tances.  I t
inc ludes the gent ly  ro l l ing h i1 ls  of  the nor th-west  coast
region, the f latter plains of the northern Mid.lands, the
narrow coasta l  p la ins of  the east  coast  or  enc losed r iver
valleys such as those of the Derwent or Huon. rmportantly
a l l  these.agr icu l turar  areas are bounded by h igh country .
Tasmania is  not  an is land of  low d is tant  hor izons.

As well as the fundarnental erement of rel ief, there are a
number of other elements which contribute to the i-slandrs
character. often these are more apparent because of the
is landrs var iab le re l ie f .  These e lements inc lude

.  co lour  and contrast  e .g.  the generar ly  green character  o f
the landscape upon which is irnposed the changes in colour of
the seasons,  b lossom in spr ing,  r ipening gra in in  summer,
leaves in  autumn,  d i f ferent  crops etc .

. texture rrthe visual effect of the components of a
landscape as they would relate to the irnagined feer of a
three d i rnensional  model  o f  the scene (Wr ight ,  Ig73)  e.g.
differences between cropped and grazing 1ind usei the
freguency of watercourses and associated vegetation

.  scale e.g.  the conf inernent  of  agr icur tura l  act iv i t ies or
vistas by high country whether this be the Norfolk plains
bognded by the western Tiers or the Derwent va11ey by the
Wel l ington Range

.  pat tern -  r r the locat ion in  space of  ob jects  so as to
produce some arrangment or configuration, regular or
d isordered,  recogniseable by the observer  e.g.  orchardr l
(w r i gh t ,  t 973 )

The cornbined effect of these physical erements is one that
al lows the introduction of even a few cultural erements into
the landscape to have a dramat ic  ef fect  in  re in forc ing the
percept ion of  Tasmania as being a non-Austrar ian landscape
character .
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The physica l  e lements of  the
re l j -e f  and scale are c lear ly

Tasmanian cultural
seen in  th is  v iew

landscape of
nea r  Je r i cho .
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The physica l  e lements of  re l ie f  and scale of  the Tasmanian
cul tura l  landscape are ev ident  in  the v iew at  P iermont ,  as
wel l  the cu l tura l  e lements of  the br ick and stone farm
bui ld ings,  hawthorn hedgerows,  broad leaf  dec iduous t rees and
coni fers  re in force the t 'Engl ishr  appearance.

The  phys i ca l  e lemen ts  o f  re l i e f ,  sca le  and  co lou r  o f  t he
Tasmanian landscape are ev ident  in  th is  v iew of  West f ie ld  as
wel l  as the cu l tura l  e lement  of  the Georg ian s ty le  house,
broad leaf  dec iduous t rees,  g forse,  coni fers  and hawthorn
hedges .
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The physica l
are evident

e lements of
in  th is  v iew

rel ie f ,  scaIe,  texture and co lour
o f  Tab le  Cape .

The physical
a number of
E11 io t t .

e lements of  re l ie f ,  sca le and texture as wel1 as
cultural elements are evident in this view near
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The Future of Tasrnanian Rura1 Landscapes

.1 In t roduct ion

The English landscape has changed greatly during the past two
thousand years or more as agricultural practicei have- changed
(Hosk ins  I  r973 i  Rackham,  1986) .  None- the - ress  ag r i cu l t u ra l
pract ices of  the past  few decades in  Br i ta in  have resul ted in
chang:es in the appearance and structure of lowland rural
England as dramatic as any in history. These chang'es have
gienerated considerable debate within the Brit ish agricultural
and conservat ion cornmuni t ies (Blunden and curry ,  rges) .

The concerns arising from these recent changes have centered
on :

.  the loss of  wi ld l i fe  habi ta ts

.  the loss of  h is tor ic  landscapes

. the loss of scenic and visuai anenity

.  the loss of  publ ic  access

The Tasmanian rural cultural landscape is largely the product
of  agr icu l tura l  pract ices dur ing the past  l8o ye l rs  or  so in
a physical landscape that is dist inctly differEnt from that
of  main land Austra l ia .  The.scale,  topography and fer t i l i ty
of the randscape and the cl imate prevair ing over the
landscape a l lowed the appl icat ion of  agr icur turar  processes
simi lar  to  those of  lowland England.

rn practice the Tasmanian rural randscape can be viewed. as
being the product of three major components

.  the phys ica l  landscape -  the re l ie f ,  and scale that
contrasts  wi th  the main land of  Austra l ia

. the agri-cultural practices adopted and undertaken in the
landscape

" the cultural elements added to the landscape

rn th is  context  i t  is  the phys ica l  landscape that  has made
possib le  the creat ion of  a  d is t inct ive cu l lura l  landscape in
Tasmania;  which has been compared to  that  o f  England.
Never-the-less the cornponents of the physical l indscape have
themselves remained re lat ive ly  constant  in  t i rne.

r t  is  !h .  agr icu l tura l  pract ices that  have the greatest
potent ia l  to  a l ter  the character  o f  the rura l  l indscape for
they created.  i t .  rn  Tasmania the consequence of  chanl ing
agricultural practices upon cultural elements that coitr ibute
to the dist inctive character of the rural landscape are not
yet as extensive as those in Britain. supplementing the
irnpact of the agricultural processes in cieating a
dist inctive landscape are a number of other cul lura1
act iv i t ies.  These in  turn are a lso subject  to  change that
can alter the contribution they make to the character of the
rura l  landscape.
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.2  Agr icu l ture

Agrlculture is amongst the largest and rnost important
industr ies in  Tasmania.

Any consideration of the contri-bution of agricultural
processes to  the rura l  cu l tura l  landscape and the maintenance
of  th is  landscape must  recognize that  agr icu l ture is  a
signif icant industrial undertaking rrThe present pattern of
farrning land use is thus a reflection of the forirerrs
response to past economj-c condit ions, and changes in the
appearance of  the countrys ide largely  can be expla ined in
terms of  ra t ional  bus iness behaviour  as the economic,
technical and policy environment of farming alter, lntundenand  Cu r r y ,  1985 ) .

rn Brj-tain the high returns being achieved from cropping and
advantages of using larger machinery has resulted in- a
dramatic change in the appearance oi much of the rural
lowrands. rn terms of the visual appearance of the landscape
this has seen the amargarnation of t i l ras with a conseguent
ross of  co lour  and texture ( i .e .  the patchwork ef fect f  and
most signif icantly the removar of r iela boundaries in
par t icu lar  hedgerows and the i r  associated t rees (see Fig.  l ) .

currently in Tasmania the economic environment is not such as
to warrant the wholesale change in agriculturar practices as
is occurring in England. However, historical ly th;;;
certainly has been periods when there have neei comparable
dramatic changes in the state. perhaps the most relent being
the removal of the appre orchards in Lne rate sixt ies and
ear ly  sevent ies.
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Fig. l- The changing lowland countryside. Two examples show
the same area f i rs t  main ly  under  grass (a) ,  and the
concomitant loss of hedges and hedgerow trees in the change
to arable fanning (b)  .
(From rrThe Changing Countrys iderr  B lunden and Curry ,  1985.)
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A F ie lds

A v i ta l  e lement  of  the j -deaI j -zed Engl ish landscape.  The
change in  f ie ld  appearance in  Englana nas become a major
issue.  As has been ind icated th ;  major  threat  there has been
t lq  aggregat ion of  f ie lds in to larger  un i ts  to  enauie more
ef fect ive use_of  larger  agr icu l tur i l  machinery.  As a
conseguence of  th is  f ie ld  shapes here tended Lo be
regular i_zed as we1l .

rn Tasrnania random sampling of f ield shape and size on the
Norfolk Plains from aerial _photographs t lken over a thirty
ygar  per iod (1949-1984)  ind icate- that  there has been in  f -act
l i t t re  change in  e i ther  character .  Never- the- less i t  has to
be recognized that  f ie ld  s ize has become a more f rex j -b Ie
element in farm planning and operations with a conseguent
th rea t  t o  f i e ld  boundar ies  (oav idson  and  w ibbe r le i , - t g l z l .

B F ieLd Boundar ies

( I )  Hedgerows

rn England hedgerows are of  s ign i f icance as wi ld l i_ fe
habi ta ts ,  as h is tor ic  e lements in  the i r  own r ight  and as afundamental visual structure element of trre nnil ish rural
landscape.  or ig ina l ly .p lanted to  contro l  s tock the i r  removalhas occurred on a massive scale with the change in -rnphasis
in agricultural activity. sorne countries have seen as muchas 908 of hedgerows removed during the past forty years.

The debate on the benefits and l iabi l i t ies of hedgerow
maintenance has been summar ized by Green (19g1) .  rn  essence
the argument for their removal ceirtres on -

. the lack of need for stock contror barriers as farms give
over to cropping

.  the addi t ional  land re leased e.g.  for  a  2ha f ie ld  about
2-62 of the land is under hedgerow if the hedges are 2rn wide

.  the sav ings in  machinery operat ion is  in  larger  f ierd

. rnaintenance costs of hedgerows

The hedgerows that are retained tend not to be managed in thetradit ional way by hand but with machines which p."d"." u
hedge of quitg^different appearance. Machirr" 

"r,,L 
neages tend

to be more uni form,  of ten lower,  wi th  only  rare sapl ings
being able to  grow in to mature t rees.

similar observations can be made about the hedgerows in
Tasmania. Although to date there has not been the orgy of
hedgerow destruction encouraged by government grants that has
occurred in Britain. rn fact randorn sampling 5t hedgerows on
the Nor fork  pra ins over  a th i r ty  year  p. i ioa-=rgg-=i ' th . t  th"
reduct ion of  hed.gerows has not  ueen s i ln i f icant ] -
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Never-the-Iess the economic rationale that supports hedgerow
removal  in  Br i ta in  is  appl icable here.  whi le- tho="  hed.gerows
that are maintained in the state are general ly managed with
rnechanical equipment i f  they are managed at a1I.

Probably of al l  the cultural elements of the Tasmanian rural_
landscape, the hawthorn hedgerows are the most important.
They af9 a maj or visual element of the landscape 

'ana 
are the

most widespread and extensive of the elernents. yet the case
for  the i r  re tent ion rests  pr inc ipa l ly  on the i r  scenic  and.
v isual  va lue not  the i r  agr icur tura l  va lue.  Moreover  i t  is
the agricultural community that has to bear the costs of
the i r  maintenance.
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Fig.  Z Distr ibut ion
signi f icant t rees) in

of hawthorn and g'orse hedgerows (and
the Westbury area 1994.



r ig.  g Distr ibut ion
signi f icant t rees) in

of hawthorn and gorse hedgerows (and
the Westbury area 1948.



Hawthorn  hedgerow near  Chud le igh  pruned w i th  mechan ica l
c u t t e r .

Hawtho rn  hedgerowsr  t 'Ben t l ey r r  nea r
mechan ica l l y  cu t  p lan ts  w i th  those
un tended .

Chr rd ' l  e  i  oh  t ^On t ras t  t he
that  have been le t  qrow
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( I I )  S tone  wa l l s

widespread in  the Engl ish uplands,  s tone warrs  fur f i l led
similar functions to the hedgerows of lowland Britain. Like
the hedgerovrs they constitute a fundamental visual element of
the landscape as wel l  as being h is tor ica l  erements in  the i r
own right in many instances.

The economic pressures upon agricultural activity in the
uplands differs from that in the more arable lowrands. As a
conseguence there has not been the deliberate extensive
destruction of stone walls in the same way as there has been
for hedgerows. Rather the stone wal1s have been threatened
by gradual decay and dest,ruction arising from lack of
maintenance. This in turn is a function of the high costs of
labour involved in the construction or maintenance of stone
wa I1s  (Ga rne r ,  1984 ) .

Although by no means as extensive as hedgerows in Tasmania,
stone walls do in certain areas constitute important elements
of the randscape. rn this area the gradual deterioration of
the wal ls  is  c lear ly  v is ib le .  As is  in  Br i ta in  such
destruction is largely the consequence of the high costs of
labour involved in stone wal1 repair aggravated by the lack
of  necessary sk i l led labour .
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1 1

Decaying dry s tone wal l  near  Coswel l  Beach
lengths of t i :nber and wj-re added to i t  to
cont inue to  funct ion as a boundarv fence.

Decaying dry s tone wa11 near  Shef f ie ld .

which  has  had
enab le  i t  to
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C Exot ic  P lants

The contribution of exotic plants to the character of the
Tasmanian rural landscape varies considerably from the
transj-tory bulbs through to the seasonarly changing broad
leaf  dec iduous t rees to  the constant ly  co loured coni fers .  r t
is the hawthorn hedges and broad leaf d.eciduous trees that
are the crucial elements of the Tasmanian rurar landscape.
They provide signif icant variat ions in colour and appearance
that is in marked contrast to the indigenous f lora.

while hawthorn can under reasonable circumstances manage ro
sustaj-n themserves, this is rarery the case for the broad.
leaf deciduous trees part icularly those planted along
roadsides or boundary. The principal exception to tf i is being
the wil low along watercourses and the poplar. Although in
the case of the wi11ow, the success has created further
problems, notably the obstructing of the watercourses. This
has resulted in sorne areas in their removal on a substantial
scale as part of f lood rnit igation work. The consequences of
this are a signif icant reduction in the visual arnenity of the
landscape.  suther land (1987)  d iscusses how coord inated
approaches by r iver management authorit ies in New Zealand
overcame the problen by the replacement of wil lows with other
tradit ional broad leaf deciduous trees such as birch or
pop la r .

For many years the use of broad leaf decj-duous trees in
ornarnental prantings arong roads was conmon practice, for
example, the Pioneer Avenue prantings along the Mid.land.
Highway between Hobart and Launceston. Ho*ever, j-n recent
years there is a growing tendency to use more indigenous
species for such purposes in part because they are better
adapted to the environment.

clearly such an approach wirl  with t ine have a signif icant
irnpact on the appearance of the rural landscape aia i ts
English character. The importance of continuing to plant
exotic trees was recognized by the committee estabti lned in
l.978 to review landscaping of the Midlands Highway corrid.or
between Launceston and Oat lands (Goodrnan,  LgTg) .

whi le  such p lant ings of  broad.  leaf  dec iduous t rees may be of
some value to farmers as stock shelter and erosion control
there is  not  necessar i ly  a  great  dear  of  incent ive to  p lant
broad leaf  dec iduous t rees speci f ica l ly ,  even though they
form a s ign i f icant  e lement  of  the rura l  landscape.  Again i t
may wel I  be appropr ia te that  speci f ic  incent ives are
avai lab le to  encourage such p lant ings.  A number of  these
j .ncent ives were l is ted in  Goodman (1979)  |  see Appendix  4.

D Distinctive Crops

The production of crops with a dist, inctive appearance and
associ-ation with England such as hops or apples contributed
signif icantly to the perception of the English character of
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the Tasmanian J-andscape. As with any other agricultural
activity such crops are subject to the vagaries of rnarket
forces. Nowhere has this been more true than in the
Tasmanj-an apple industry which collapsed during the past
two-three decades. The consequence of this col lapse was the
massive destruction of the orchards of an industr! that had
rnade the island internationally known. The d.estruction of
these orchards, largely with government incentives,
dramatical ly altered the appearance of the Huon and Derwent
Va1leys. It  also reduced the extent of the English character
o f  t hese  a reas .

The same period of t irne has also seen the remarkable growth
of other dist inctive crops such as grapes and poppies.
Although not normally associated with the iaealiZEd English
landscape, both bring further texture and colour to the
landscape.

Perhaps the most salutory aspect of these changes is that i t
emphasises that agrj-culture is an active industry subject to
external forces and capable of fair ly rapid change.

.3 Bui l t  E lements

while the general English character of the Tasmanian rural
landscape is determined by the physical characterist j_cs of
tfr" landscape and the agricurturar practices, the cultural
elements have the capacity to substantial ly enrich and
highlight this character. The curtural elenents can be
broadry considered as being of  one of  three major  types

. rural bui ldings

. rural sett lernents

. roads and associated structures

Each of these groupings is faced with a combination of
changes that has the capacity to signif icantry reduce their
contribution to the character of the rural laidscape.
However, the more clearly apparent historical and lesthetic
value of these elements has meant that they have received
more attention in terms of their maintenance and protection
through the activit j-es of such organizations as the National
Trust, rnsti tute of Engineers and Town and country planning
Cornmiss ion.

A Rura l  Bui ld ings

The aesthet ic  and h is tor i -c  varue of  agr icur tura l  bu i ld ings
has been recognized in  Tasmanj-a for  some t ime.  The 1995
study of heritage assessment procedures in this state
identif ied nany buildingrs with a primari ly agricultural
purpose had been identif ied in a variety of herit ,age studies
(Tasse l l  and  Mor r i s -Nunn ,  1985) .

while there may be general agreement about, the signif icance
and contribution such buildings make to the statels curtural
heritage many are st i l l  facing the threat of deterioration
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and eventuar destruction. Largely this stems from the
changes in agricultural practices. For example

. the reduction in labour reguirements has meant that many
farm workers cottages are no ronger reguired. Although i;
this instance the growth in tourisrn and specif ical ly the
demands of coloniar cott,age and farrn cottage accommodation
has seen a new use estabr ished for  some of  these bui ld ings.

. changes in agricultural technology has resulted in some
purpose buil t  bui ldings becoming redund.ant, for example,
stables. use may be made of such build. ings for storlg", even
though they are relatively unsuitable for such purposes

. changes in processing technology has also resulted in some
purpose buil t  bui ldings becornj-ng redundant, for example
ni I1s,  oast  houses or  apple pack ing sheds

compounding this problern is the fact that those buirdings
stiI l  in use are. a part of an active industry. Thus al i ,hough
maintenance of  h is tor ic  or  aesthet ica l ly  p le ls ing bui ld . ings
may be desirable the cost of such maintenlnce hat to be
measured against the economic return on such investment or
the arternatives that exist. Again the cost of maintenance
of these buildings in private ownership has to be born by the
landowner, even though they have a signif icance to the
comrnunity beyond that of the agricultural industry.

currently there is no support available from such heritage
funding programs as those of the Heritage commission for
buildings in private ownership. Nor are there any taxation
concessions available to benefit  those who undert lke the
maintenance or renovation of historic buildings on a private
basis .  This  is  an issue that  the Nat ional  Trust  o f  Austra l ia
is currently pursuing and^ which they have advocated for some
t i rne (see Appendix  5) .

rn contrast to the rnaintenance of buirdings of undoubted
heritage value which contrj-bute to the chiracter of the
landscape, is the irnpact of rnany new agricurtural structures
that clearly detract frorn this character. At present
pranning controls on the construction of such building or
p lant  are essent ia l ly  non-ex is tent .  p lanning requi rements
allow rural landowners to construct buildingi and structures
for agricurtural purposes almost anywhere ai an of r ight
useassociated wi th  agr icu l ture.  The pr inc ipa l  const r i in ts
being those associated wi th  the bui ld inq code regui rements.
There is a crear need for the agricurtuiar indus€ry to
funct ion as ef f ic ient ly  as poss ib le  and par t icu lar ly  be abre
to respond guickly to changes incrud.ing crimate. rhere is
a lso a need to encourage select ion of  unobtrus ive locat ion
for such structures that degrade the landscape character or
at reast a request to screen visually such structures
(Goodman ,  1979) .

Besides the speci f ica l ly  agr icu l tura l  bu i ld ings,  there are a
nurnber of others which occur in isorat, ion in the rural
landscape and are of signif icance to i ts character. The most
irnportant of these are churches. Like farrn cottages the
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cont inu ing need for  these bui ld ings has decl ined wi th  the
faII in the rural population and the increased. nobil i ty of
those remaining. Fortunately in the case of churches, they
are erigible for support from funding programs such as those
of the Heritage cornmission, while donations to approved
restorat ion funds are a lso tax deduct ib le .
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R o s e  C o t t a g e ,  L i s d i l l o n  f o r m e r l y  a  p o s t  o f f i c e  a n d  n o w  u s e d
for  co lon ia l  co t tage accommodat ion .

\ l
r L

I
,-------1

I

1

Former school  house and
nor th of  Longford i t  is

chape l  bu i l t  i n  1840  on  pa teena  Road
now de re l i c t .
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Barn at Brickendon, near Longford fal l ing into di-srepair.
Note hawthorn hedgerow and conifers.

Barn at  Ant i1 l  ponds now dere l ic t .
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Modern agricultural industriaL
elenents in the rural landscape
appea l .

structures can become
detracting from its

mal  or
v isual

The insensit, ive construction of non-agricurtural stuctures
can also significantly degrade the aesthetic value of the
rural cultural landscape.
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B Rural Sett lements

The appearance of the rural vi l lages in Tasmania
unquestionabry contribute to the character of the Tasmanian
rura l  landscape.  of  a l l  the e lements in  the landscape th is
has received the greatest attention. There have been
numerous s tudies of  most  o f  the s ign i f icant  v i l lages in
Tasman ia .

The National Trust of Austral ia (Tasrnania) has devoted
considerable effort to the maintenance of the character of
these v i l1ages.  Thei r  success in  th is  has var ied and in  par t
has been dependent upon the underst,anding of individual
communit ies and municipali t ies. The outstanding success of
the Ross Municipali ty in maintaining the character of Ross,
unfortunatery contrasts with that of other municiparit ies
where freguent appeals to the Town and Country planning
Conmiss ion occur .

As the issues involved in the maintenance of the character of
these vi l lages are those of the buil t  environment, i-n general
and these have been widely documented it  is not proposed to
deal  wi th  th is  issue in  more deta i l .

However ,  there is  one area of  considerable concern ar is ing
from modern rural sett lenent as opposed to variat ion in the
character  o f  rura l  v i l lages and that  is  ad.  hoc subdiv is ion of
agr icu l tura l  land.

C Roads

As has been indicated the contributions of the roads to the
non-Austral ian character of the Tasmanian 1andscape stems in
large part from marked contrast with typicar rurar road.s in
rnainland Austral ia. Features of the winding country lanes
and enclosure roads with their wide verg'es and hedgerosr
borders contribute signif icantly to the character of the
is landts rura l  area.  rmpor tant ly  they ar low the observer  to
become involved in and with the landscape by alrowing access
to i t  a t  an in t imate leveI .

In contrast to this the reguirements of improved traff ic f low
and safety have required roads of a quite different nature.
These new roads are characterized by their straightness and
the reduction j-n curves and rel ief. The resurt ing roads do
not contrast with the new roads of nainrand Austral ia or
England for that rnatter. No longer does the observer enjoy
such an int inate association with the countryside.

Just, as the inpact of greater road usag:e resulted in changes
to the structure, appearance and character of Tasmanian
roads, so too has there been an inpact upon the bridges and
other road constructional elements.
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The impact of these changes can be seen in a number of ways

(a) the destruction of road constructional features and their
replacement with structures that contribute less to the
landscape character e.g. the freestone culvert near Hawkridcre
on the Mid land Highway in  l -966 (Stancombe,  J ,974) .

(b) the continued use of a structure with consecruent
ar terat ions.  rn  th is  context  i t  is  o f  great  cre-a i t  to  the
builders that bridges such as those at nichmond (buil t  LB}A)
and Kerry Lodge near Launceston (buil t  lB35) have been able
to be used by traff ic of a weight and freguency unirnaginable
at the t ine of their construction. However, in sorne
instances the efforts to retain such structures in continuing
functional use have resulted in their unsyrnpathetic
renovation or alteration. Exampres of this- include the
bridge over the Jordan at Jericho and nearby culverts.
signif icant, ly the continued use of such str irctures increase
the possibi l i ty of accidental damage to the structure such as
occurred on the Richmond Bridge in 19BB

(c)  the iso lat ion of  s t ructures through the i r  be ing bypassed,
for  exampre,  sp ikey Br idge (bui l t  1843)  or  the srnai l  u- r iage
at  Lovery Banks on the Mid lands Highway (bui1t  1840) .  Tn
some instances such bypassing can increase the s t ructurers
aesthetic contribution to the landscape such as the Kerry
Lodge bridge which, whi-Ie st i l I  functionar, can now be
clearly seen from the new bypass.
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Remains of  br idge at  Stoney
main east  coast  road.  The
been as slnmpathetic as that

Creek south of Svransea on the
treatrnent of the structure has not

for  the nearby Spikey Br idge.

sp i key  B r idge  cons t ruc ted  o f  f rees tone  be tween  rB4o  and  1843 .
This  br idge is  now bypassed by the main road but  th is  has
been done in  such a way as to  a l row the br idge to  cont inue to
contr ibute to  the cu l tura l  landscape ef fect ive ly .
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Stone and wooden
bui l t  in  Lhe la te

bridge across Blackman River, Tunbridge
1840s .

Bridge at Jericho over the Jordan River. Although originally
constructed in the same way as that at Tunbridge it  has been
subsequently substantial ly altered, in a manner that detracts
frorn the aesthetic value of the bridge and its contribution
to the cultural landscape.
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sandstone br idge at  Lovely  Banks bui l t  1840 and now bypassed
b1" l ' { idland H:-ghway.

Sandstone br idge at  Richnond,  over  the CoaI  Ri -ver  bu i l t  in
1825 .
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Summary

The rural cultural landscape j-n Tasmania is a consequence of
a variety of human activites within a dist inctive physical
landscape over nearly two hundred years of sett lernent. rn
part icular i t  is a consequence of the practices adopted by
the agriculturar industry in this t ime. The resurt is a
rura l  cu l tura l  landscape wi th  two major  erements,  the bui l t
elements and the agricultural elements.

The contribution of the buirt elements to this landscape j_s
threatened by a number of factors, principal of whj-ch are

( . )  the cost  o f  rna intenance of  h is tor ic  bu i rd ings,  aggravated
in many cases by their redundancy through changes in-
agricultural and processing technology

(b) the realignrnent and reconstruction of roads

(c) unsyrnpathetic building part icularly at the periphery of
rura l  v i l lages

At present the threat posed by (b) and (c) are abre to be
control led to a varying extent by synpathetic planning or
control by government agencies such as the oepartment of Main
Roads, Town and country planning commission. rn the case of
threat (a) the issue has been clearly identif ied. by the
National Trust of Austral ia who have mad.e major efforts to
try and achieve tax concessions for expenditure on the
maintenance and restoration of historic buirdings in private
ownershi-p.

The contribution of the agriculturar industry to the rural
curturar landscape while vital is the one that is subject
T-o=t directly to the irnpact of market forces and technology
that can be well beyond the capacity of tradit ional planning
methods to control. rn Tasrnania to date these forces have
not resurted in the massive changes in appearance of the
landscape as has occurred in  Br i ta in  and par ts  of  Europe.

The threats  to  agr icu l turers contr ibut ion to  the rura l
landscape can be seen to be of two types, the short tern
dramatic change which is a direct consequence of changing
market forces or technology and the long term chang.es th;t
see gradual  deter iorat ion of  e lenents of  the landscape that
may be redundant to conternporary agricultural practices.
Examples of the former such as the collapse of the apple
industry in recent t ines are beyond the abil i ty of the
staters p lanni -ng procedures to  reverse.  However ,  because of
the dynami-c nature of the agricurtural industry tod.ay, such
rapid changes in land use may also be of a character that
contributes to the visual anenity of the culturar landscape,
for  example,  poppies and v ineyards.
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The more insidious and presently destructive impact upon the
cultural landscape arises from the gradual degradation of
many elements over an extended period of t ine. The principal
e lements ef fected by these processes are

(a)  the broad leaf  dec iduous and to a lesser  extent  coni fers
and pseudo-exot ic  t rees

(b) the hedgierows, part icularly those of hawthorn which are
such a maj or visual element of the land.scape

rn Tasmania these agriculturar elements in part icular pray a
najor role in creating a rural landscape that, is widely
recognized as being dist inct, ly different from that of
main land Austra l ia .  I t  is  th is  landscape that  is  o f
part icular varue to the state economy as it  is an irnportant
el-ement in the staters attractiveness as a tourist
destination. unlike the cultural landscape the mechanisms
for the protection of these elernents is not as deveroped or
in some instances the need for protection j_s not ever
recognized.

Thus the recommendat ions conta ined wi th in  Goodmanrs (1979)
report rely largely upon the goodwil l  of individ.ual
landowners. rt would seem that the opportunity to maintain
these erernents could be provided within a variety of other
giovernment programs such as

. landscaping plans developed in association with new
roadworks in  rurar  areas,  e .g.  p lant ing of  hawthorn hedges
along road borders

rn this way it  may be possible to naintain these landscape
elements without resort ing to the need for specif ic subsidies
such as now occur in Britain where grants for planting
hawthorn hedges are now available.

The rura l  cu l tura l  landscape in  Tasmania is  a  s ign i f icant
erement  of  the s taters  her i tage.  However ,  i t  is  not  s tat ic
but rather a most dynamic one. ff  i t  is to continue to
contr ibute to  the s taters  cu l tura l  weal th  i t  needs to  be
mainta ined and managed.  This  can be done e i ther  formal ly
within the framework of nationar parks with i ts attendenl
diff icult ies (webb I 1987 ) or inforrnally through a variety of
exist ing programs within a framework of government
recogni t ion of  the va lue of  th is  cur turar  landscape.  wi th in
Tasmania for many of the elements of the landscape there are
in fact  mechanisms a l ready in  p lace which wi r r  a l low th is  to
happen there are some elements that are st i l l  extremely
vulnerable.
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Appendix 1

Landscape Assessment

The j-ssue of landscape assessment in Tasmania has been
rev iewed by Hepper  (1984) .  His  s tudy br ie f ly  summar izes the
few earl ier attempts at landscape assessment in the state.
The objectives of these assessments were varied and a number
vrere not concerned with areas of rural cultural landscape at
a l l  such as Russel l rs  (1978)  s tudy of  the south-west  o f
Tasmania and the Tasmanian Forest ry  cornrn iss ion (1993) ,  v isual
Management System. Others, while includingi areas in which
rurar curtural landscapes occur were more concerned with
broader  e lements of  landscape assessment  e.g.  the Tamar
Estuary River  Management  Plan (L976) .

Hepper also reviewed the current mechanisms for randscape
assessment and protection in Tasmania, their inadeguaci6s and
possible means by which these diff icult ies rnight be overcome.
This survey and the reconmendations arising f iom it were
pr inc ipa l ly  f rom a p lanning point  o f  v iew.

In a second part of the study he reviewed landscape
assessment techniques, both in general historical and
philosophical terms and in the application of technigues in
Austral ia in part icular the work carried. out after the Fabos
and McGregor ( l-979) study. He concluded that .rt  is not
possible to develop a landscape assessment technigue to suit
the needs of  a l l  users for  a l l  purposes in  a l l  s i tuat ions.
The prol i feration of different rnethods for assessing
landscape indicate this. rt  is important that Agencies
search for the best possible f i t  between the purpose at hand
and the range of methods avairable. whatever melhod is used
i t  is  essent ia l -  that :

.  the object ives are made c lear

. the method is systematic

. the cri-teria are stated

.  the va lue judgenents are made expl ic i t

.  and evaluat ions take p lace throughout  the processr l

Assessment  of  cu l tura l  landscapes present  speci f ic
d i f f icu l t ies that  assessment  of  o ther  lands-apes do not .
cu l turar  landscapes r rare made up of  rnater ia l  components,
although these cornponents inevitably reflect non-material
aspects  of  the cu l tura l  groups involvedr t  (Me1nick,  1983) .
These landscapes are also inf luenced by natural features such
as topography or soj-I vri th the result being a complex mixture
of human and naturar components. rt  is these components both
individually and together that establish the charlcter of a
par t icu lar  cu l tura l  landscape.
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Because of this complexity and interrelationship of
components both natural and human it  has been strongly argued
that rrevaluatj-on of a culturar randscape is similar to the
eva rua t i on  o f  a  h i s to r i c  s t ruc tu re ,  (Me ln i ck ,  1983) .  rn  th i s
process the landscape is evaluated in terms of i ts components
which themselves are assessed according to appropriate
cr i ter ia .  such a process is  in  contrast  to  the t rad i t ional
landscape assessment procedures such as landscape perception
studies,  resource inventor ies,  economic analys is  or  v isual
gual i ty  assessment .
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Appendix 2

Tour ism

ItThe centre for RegionaL Economic Anarysis (CREA) at the
University of Tasmania estimates the vl lue of tourisrn to the
Tasmanian economy as fo l lows:

. traver expenditure within the state in )"983/84 made a
contr ibut ion of  some g31o n i l l ion to  the est imated Gross
State Product  o f  $4.1 b i I l ion,  and generated employrnent  of
some 15  200  pe rsons ,  o r  8 .9  pe r  cen t  o f  t he  work fo rce ;

.  est imates ind icated that  tour ismrs contr ibut ion represented
74 per  cent  o f  GSP for  1983/84,  exceeding that  o f  ina iv iauat
industries comprising the primary sector of the economy and
major industrj-es in the manufacturj-ng sectorrt (IBIS Deioitte,
1987 ) .

The characterist j-cs of Tasmania I s tourist i-ndustry and the
prof i le  of  the tour is ts  v is i t ing the s tate have been
monitored by Tourism Tasmania for many years. These surveys
indicate the s ign i f icance of  s ightseeing and h is tor ic  s i tes
in_at t ract ing v is i tors  to  the isrand.  For  example the 1978
and 1981 surveys indicate that sightseeing and visit ing
historic sites were by far the moit irnportant activit , i6s for
Tasmania (see Appendix  2) .  whi le  t r re  lgez survey ind icates
l i t t le change. The consequences of this were to be clearly
seen in tourism promotional material where images of the
rural cultural landscape f igured prominently.

More recent studies, notabry the Market seg:nentation study by
rB rs  De lo i t t e  p t y .  L td .  (1987) ,  wh i l e  reve i l i ng  a  chang"  i r ,  

-

the character and composit ion of tourists visi[ ing Taslnania
and other potential markets none-the-less continued. to
ernphasize the irnportance of scenic beauty including that of
the rural cultural landscape to the futuie of this industry.

As a consequence of these changes rrthe mass marketing
approach used in  se l l ing Tasmania in  the 1920s is  no longer
re levan t t t  (Tou r i sm upda te  vo r .  r  no .  1 ,  1987) .  However  the
first of the new promotionar brochures produced by Tourism
Tasmania in  19BB fo l lowing the najor  re lssessment  of  the
tourism industry continues to place stress on the rural
cu l tura l  landscape.  For  example:

r rTasmania is  an enchant ing isrand of  contrasts ,  a  rand of
l ush  g reen  coun t r ys ide ,  rus t i c  co lon ia l  v i 11ages . . . r l

s i rn i lar ly  a  s ign i f icant  number of  the i r lust rat ions used in
the publ icat ion a lso features the rura l  cu l tura l  l -andscape
e.g.  photographs wi th  the fo l lowing capt ions

1 0 1



p.2 r r the ro l l ing h i1Is  of  the Nor th-West  Coastr l
p .3 r r the Derwent  Va11ey in  Autumnr l
p .10  r rThe  Cascades ,  Koonyar l
p .11  r rSeasons  Hos t  Fa rm,  Leb r ina r l
p .19  r rC la rendon  House ,  N i1e ,  nea r  Evanda le r t
p .54 r rApple Blosson,  Spr ingt ime,  Huon Val leyt t

to2
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Appendix 3

Tasmanian Rura l  Landscapes -  His tor ica l  References

rrthe road to which passes f irst through the highly cult ivated
tracks of  country  belonging to  the Meredi th  fami ly ,  to  Amoss,
and others;  and which,  f rom i ts  mi-nute subdiv is ions,
separated by beautiful quickset hedges, reminds one more
forcibly of an English country landscape than any other part
o f  t he  i s l and r r  (S toney ,  1856 ,  p .182 )  .

r rNor fo lk  Pla ins is  wi th  just ice named the rgard.en of
Tasmaniar ,  and noth ing reninds the s t ranger  more forc ibry  of
is own dear native land than the beautiful hedgerows of the
blooning thorn; part icularly on the farm of Messrs Archer and
We l lmo re r r  (S toney ,  1855  ,  p ,230 )  .

r rTo corra L inn,  over  s ix  mi les of  country  road l ined wi th
such sweetbriar hedges as are never seen on the dry thirsty
ma in land t '  ( p .  x i  )

r rAs. in  England,  farms wi th  the i r  enc losures,  cot tages wi th
the i r  ga rdens .  .  .  r t  ( p .  9  )

rrSornetimes it ,  is a lodge-gate almost hid.den in ivy and
sometj-mes a hedge-row, where the blackberry, sweelbriar, and
wild geranium are matted and tangld togeth-r, that makes you
exc la i rn ,  rHow Eng l i sh  th i s  i s  I  I  r t  (Tho rnas ,  1996 ,  p .51 )

rrwest from Launceston to Longford races - unrike every other
new colony, cleared land guite unblemished by stumps, convict
labour ,  un l ike enclosures ersewhere in  Austrar ia  as of ten
narked by hedges as by rai l  fences and here and there a
s ingle large t ree or  groups of  t rees are 1ef t  to  adorn a
fieldrt (Mundy , l-852)

1 0 7



Appendix 4

Midrands Highway corrj-dor Landscape Report: Funding and
Implernentati-on

(-osts nLight also need to be al lor* 'ed for conpensation (or lncentive Pafment)
to prouide landowners for loss of land, or lease fee, and/or a payment for
maintenance co plantation strips on rural properti-es during the establish-
ment period. This payment may be first available to the property orrner
or if he/she did not wish to organise the work, then this could be arranged
by contract.

A 'natural' subdivision of almost i-nuredate responsibility would be as follorvs

lvithin towTl envr.rons the Muni-cipal Courrci.ls would be best equipped to
@and the loca1work fo r ceand ra tepaye I s t vou1ds tand to
benefit most from work and results. This relates especially to the back-
yard vi.ews beiag revealed from bypasses, errd also to some of the rest and
'snack' areas.

qiaf',in the road Ieqe!ry!, i-nclud.ing sone picnic places and potentral
ponsibility of tie Departnent of l'{ain Roads,

the special interest of Department of Tourism, re signs, etc.

Planting and other works on private property alongside the highway will
r equ i r easpec ia1 t ypeo fas f f i t osucceed .ThePr i va te
Forestry Dirrision of the Forestry Comnission (Tas.) has schemes for
encouragement of conu.nercial forestry on private land. Sinrilar fornr-s of
assistance would be appropriate to thi.s project.

Fuldirrg may be sought il toto for the project, then apportioned to the
appropriate authorities. Note that the present l'tinister for Forests rs
also the litinister for Planning and Development and the State Treasurer, ffid
he ndght be prepared to consider whether the Private Forestry Division
should have a role i-n assisting jn the last category.

Several narrow strips or crescents of land between road and rail appear to
have l imited value to their owners, yet considerable value to.the aesthetrcs
of the highway. These rnight be available for purcJrase and incorporatron
into the scheme by the most appropriate of the above organisations, once
the scheme has gathered nnmentu'n.

At a later stage, approaches nay be made to the Austral ian National RaiI-
ways, the Hydro-Electr ic Conunittee and possibly other public bodies to
share responsibility by beconring irrvolved in their respective areas of
inf luence.

L d t u

rrierv
rvi tl-r
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Appendix 5

Taxat ion fncent ives

Austra[an Council
of Nadonal Trusts

for Conservation

.&tmn
HE the  Rt  Hon
SL Ninim Stephen Ar ccMC ccvo l:t
Covemor-Gcnera l  o f  Ausc .a tu
Chtiman
Rodncv Dar-idrcn osr t- ':. l
Caacl Sccrt1r.t
r le ten  r la l l ldav

l ]ne Nat icnal_ Tru. : ,
orqal t l -sat lcn,  to ia. , '
Ca i : a f  i  On  i nCen - . . i . . r eS
I  o p p

r=u:-L. J\ l -L! ;-5i ,

r-:-:{i,TICN f NCSj.rT;-vliS

NarloNAL Tnusr
PO 6o1 100?
Cir- ic  Souare
ACT  :606

Telephone (06?1 47 6766
T e l e r . { A 6 1 9 3 ?
F :csn i . i i e  ( 062 )  q9  i 3o5

i -  seninar  hei i  to iay in  ca: :be: :a tc  c isc. :ss the croco.ar  for
; : w = f  i n n  ' i n n a n + i : t a -  E ^ -  :  - -  - - -: : :u - - r  u rV€s  fo r  conse=, 'a t ron  was a t ten iec  by  a  w i  i€  rE i :c€
r a  !  ^ + n - ^ - L -  :u:  a i lLeresES,  l_ : . i c rud j_no fepre5en-qa ' , . i ves  f ron  the  Rova l  Aus t fa l . i  e .n
T r q - t - ' i  i r : o  n =  i * ^ ' . . i  - . - i  r : lLuLs  v !  } r ' ch f  i ec t . ,  ; u r l i i ng  ov , ' r € r s  e r i i  i i a . : : age :s  P -cscc ia - . i on ,
L i :s t :a l ia : r  i ie=i tace cc: :u iss ion,  rccal  c-over : r rneni  a: - -c  capi t .ar  c : - rv
I -cr i '  ! . iayors Ccnference-

-E-::strali a's l-a:rcest volunta:-,/ ccnse:-vaii o.--
cai-]ei ' on Lhe Hawke Gove:-nri ieni to lniroc'uce
for  hel i tage conce:- \ 'a t ion beiore t : re enc cf

tre Ccr,raonwea] t . : i  Gove:-nnelt has es-rabl_rshec -a ca::-: : : ia:fe
su i r_Dc. r :  fo r  t re  cc rser r ra i :_on c f  t ! :e  Nat_ ic : :a :  Es .are .

ho-*-ever  bee: ,  no s:9: : i f icant  in i  t ia t ive to enccuy.ace prrvate
i : r v e s t : n  t r e  c o n s e : - v a t i o n  o f  t n e  N a t i o : : a r  E s i a - . € -

S : -nce  1974
r o c n r F  a €

T,':ere has
Ci fners tO

The Geve:- r :nent  needei  to  recoqnise that  the Nat . ic : :J  Tru. t  \ .as r :cc
lool ' . : -ng to a io to the i i rect  lu t1a1. 's  c f  Governnert  a-L a t ine v;hen
fun i s  we re ' l i n i t e i  -  r a the r  t r e  r ! - . r s t  souch t  t o  res t : - uc t : : r e  t : e  wav
tre cost  of  carrv i r -c  out  v . ,ork r . . : t ic ; r  hai  a wi ie : .  cc l i r ru i i  ty  be: :ef i i
uas  bo rne -

hi .  is  no i r f ferer t  f :on t le  su: :or t  r .h ic ; :  i .s  c . . . ,e : ,  by the G: i , -e: : ; r_
ne : l i  t o  enccu Iace  Dr . l va te  i nves ;nen i  i n  nanu fac - .u r :ng ,  resea :a r  a : . l d
ievelopment  a: - : i  tue accu:  s i t ion of  works of  ar- ._

. r : ' i e  Du: - fc l_nc

r - J * _ U . . c l

- - J

t :  aa :

e l r c : r r n ! i  n n i r i iS t - ;  iS  a -n  e .Ser i - - i  a l  cc r - . ;Ca: ; -^ .  o f

Ro iney  Dav i i scn ,  t i : e  Cha i : - nan  o f  t he  F .us t raL ia l r  Counc i  1  o f  l t a t i ona l
Tr-usts,  sa ic  "As lono aco as l -984 the Labor pa: ty  incfudei  the
int roduct ion of  ta-vat ion incent ives for  conserv-a ' ion in  thei r  p lat fcr - .
Th i s  comn ib -nen t  uas  re i t e ra tec  i n  1996  anc  aqa in  i n  19gg , ' .
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" In l -987 the House of  Re_oresentat j .wes Ste:r i ing Coi ; iuc; iee on
E:rwironinent and conser-va-.ion reccrmnenied that ,the cc:rr:--cnwear th
Grve: ; r -ent  ieve ' l  or i  a  te-x rebate prov is ion for  ex:er i i - -ure on
ce:- t i  ; ie i  ccns€=-v 'Ei lcn works on proDert res l - i  s tec c:n t1e Reci . ;er
of  t i :e  l . r -at ional_ Estate,  "  -  he saic . -

k-  Davi ison s: i i  " - . : te  in t=oiuct icn o i  a ta_xat io; :  lnce: l i . ives
sche:ne has r"'1a"=_;reao cc;unr:r-riilz suDport incl-ui.inc sup_co:-- fron-u:e .F-us=:alia:: r,ocJ Gove-rne::t Assoc:-a-.ion. The p-u--.ra'l rari
Fie=i i ag:e Con:::j-s s ion, the Cor.uionweaL th Gcve=:men t' s c.*:: .icol i c_v
acv{sor  on her i tace na 'uters su:oor ts  a ta} :  j -ncen- . : -ves sche:ne ' . .

(:{\=aP-D_:_. 15 Ju:re , 19eE .

ior fur- ieer infonraticn -

Fci: ley Davj- ison

He'l  e: l  ts-at l : i 'av

(03)  654 3455 (work)
(03)  266 1092 (hone)

(052 )  17  6 i66  (wo : r k )
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tle te"k sc mucb pc<1P!,' be <a1c
-Pshaps 8E muc5. 8s $lm tnfi-

llon rrsu-id need to be speo! to gei
lbe Da-'ulgD"t esiste. ln gco.e
rhxpe--

The 'vast majcCf of tbe
T.rrsl'a {}}3 bti}C== Fe- P!---
vate$' owas.:, efti inaJr oFDers
were laccd lrith tbe resL'alnts on
renovailor :h:l boltrui etl q*'ners
of retxtcred Frcperlles. but no
lnc€egves to per-.o:':r n€€Ced r$
stcraUo:: rrorh Xr Datriison saic-

Tt€ T:ust .<prrl'.lrr ls erpected
tc tecora=eid a 33 cect la tJre
dollar luoroe tax rebatelci pJ-
vatc expenCiu,i- on appiovxi
m.sif,tenglce oD Don-lncome prc-
drr.lhB prirate propedlee oD Lhe
rsgisis oitb.e u"edcnd estale ald
a 1.5 cest lD tb€ dollu rebaie fcr
lnccnre prcductng prcperiles.

Tbe l.!,ilste; tcr At's Spori atd
Environ:neot, Senator Rlcb-
ardso4 salC lD a sp€acb naade la
Adefa:ce lo Ja:'uary thr< ;iee: th rt
he supporlcd t.!re h.hoCucto:r ot
lncendves a:d boped a sclerxe
rsould be trplerngricd by tt e eod
.oi t):ls yez:.

Tbe AI3 supFo:t€C t5e prcp.>
sal at Da:icizl co:3:ences ln
198{ 19€6 a.acl t}'ls yeal. Last
ye8!s DeeLtllt o! s:aa gle$:Dt
lnlnr<t€s a.lsc gzrc s-rpporl T'ax
LrceuUues are a poLlcy of the
Austra.llaa Local Gcre-r.rceat

.Assodatlon axd lpele argoo;ted
bI tbe lioase ol R.eprese:',attres
daDdlxg qgmrl[+4g cof enFtrot-
r.eei ajld conserraflon b f!€6.

Mr Davldson s'iggesteC t$.ai
opp:si5or. to t5e ProPcs:.I ca-'t
aErosl erCtrsire-y ea= t.k'
Feoe=l T-assf'.

-l Fio:rld haye ti.ou€li t5r
Esrke Gcve:uref,: irould bave
gnspeC the nefJe aed ln;roduced
lL Trea"slrt se€es io be opposeC
tc i.t, butl can't Lrtr.a!5'€s!ErbJ'. I
t€rr-lr. Sel1-1ed fh;t bir-a;C-}
c€n. prccasdnate lo tt-t. es.i€rf'
tu saia

A spoLesal for the Tttasure:,
t& Iteatin8, S.ld YerLeI'J8y ibat
tbe Federal Goverurreli -bes

spelt the past 8re yeaJs cl:'flDg
ra-- lncertives across the board'.

To lntruchce a::y Dew lDc€D-
6ves l'oulC hssen tbe ehe:cg5 6f
p€rscul tsx qdts, be sa:C-

tte raa.i.nielance of liato:nl
Esiak prc!€l1rs sboulC be a

f n -  i l s t  i r : e l r n a  r r - z : o '

tbe Ait^s, Spori a:rd En;i:oeneot
port3ollo, 'A gord 3*nple cl
wbe- r* e've tr:Iled a t^i' c''n*r-
slor tc,t,o a dj.rect burgef sJUEy
bas been tl-e irlr [Cus=1', snil
t5:i ls ',$e peth I \r'JulC E€€ lhrs
questin: lab€.-

As yet cs.bbei bad n: propcsa)
belore lL eltier <ieallng riib a t^-
ccrcess,cD or a dtec; outJay.

KmK ffiEeHE €m sffiwffi
FEffi€EMgBffiH Eg€ffi€ffi

gf JO{ATIIAN GFEEN

f}'e Austraiian Cou-+il cf Na-
tiorrl Tnxts lrill urge ',.he
Feeera-]. Goverruce:rt this
ge'i' b i;1foRfuce a snb.erne Of
t-- coacesslons to benelt tlie
oriners oi p:operEes regls-
tered b.v '&e T:ust that :c..
C-Uie r:irLeCa!-iC€ O: feSiOra-
Lcr

-Tnere are hurdreds of grop
erEes t-bai eg.riri ben+Rl- the
Tnst's cbalr-u-q Ur Ro{.ey
Dardssr, s=ld test€::bJ.

ib: Tn:s'. bas conreaec e Eenl-
Ea: to b€ h€ld fur Calrb€:ia froc'
tono::!r; to add:ess the lssre. It
Fill b€ ettedeC by repnsenta-
g1yg5 ef the rlrnlst:T olA:t+ Spoic
an: Hvrorroest" tb: Taxa:Ion
DeperEeell Natlbn'l Tr.:sC ald
EeCtage Co:rrrnls<lo*

X: Davidson caiC tbal tlre ques.
tlco ol ta: lr,ce:|.ltes !^pC been
ralscrl s15 fede;al gov.-=:rents
'G, :.nf,u:le:able occ:-sloas ove:
t= Fs'. f5 tears, bui tbge hq<
dra5s beer. a rregz.tlve respor.se-.

.T:e= ar:€ m^-t:repo:ta;i hls.
to:lc b';IiCiags lD prhate orrter-
!bi" r\t are b ci:sperate Eeed o:
rrLcra-ioD-

-?:e rescunesJust a:tn't there,
but tsx bcett:ves ruculd nai<e
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Tffi>< perHEs extrSed
fstr EtHs€etrgffi sg€es

C A N B E R R A :  T h c  N a r i o n a l
T i -us t  has  urgcd the  Federa l
C o v c r n m c n t  t o  i n t r o d u c c  t a x

"  i n c c n i , i v e s  f o r  I h o s c  r n ' h o
i n v e s t  i n ' t h e  c o n s c r v a t i o n  o f
Aus t ra l i? . ' s  l i i s ro r ic  bu  i ld i  np .s .

Such  a  move  r vou ld  be  no -d r f -
. '  f c r c n t  l r o m  t h e : s u p p o r t  t h e
- , '  C9u" tn -en t  gave  to  cncou r - Jge
' : . ' .  p r r \ ' ! t c  l nvcs tn ren t  i n  manu lac -
, . . - _  ru r i ng .  r csca rch  and  devc loo -

. .  m e n t  a n d  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  a n.  . ' .  wo rks .  t hc  t r us t  sa rd .
Yesterday t l . re  l rust  rncr  the{  R o ; " a l  A u s t r a l i a n  l n s r i t u r e  o f,  A rch i rec : s .  t he  Bu i l c i i nq  O* ,nc rs' .  ' a n d  N l a n a g e r s '  A s s o c r a r r o n .  t h e

: .  Austra l ian l - :e : - i lase Coarnr iss ion
aad urc Lor : i  Gorernrncnt  and

F r o m  S U Z A N I J E  P E K O L

C a p i t : r i  C i r y  L o r d  N l a r o r s '  C o n -
[ e r c n c e  t o  d i s c u s s  n ' r o v q s  t o -
wards  tax  rc l ie f  [o r  conscrva  I l t rn
wc l rk .

C h e r r m i n  R o d n c y  D e v i d s o n
s a i d  a l t h o u g h  t h c  C o m m o n -
* ' e r l t h  C o v e r n m c n t  h a d  a  c o m -
me: rc ieb le  record  o I  sucoor t  f t l r '
h e r i t a 3 e  c o n s c r v e t i o n  t l r c r c  h c d
b e t n  n o  s i i ; r i f i c a n t  i n i t i a t i v e s  t o
c n c o u r c e e  p r i v a t c  o r v n e r s  l o  i n -
v c s t  r n  c o n s c r v a t i o n  o f  t h c  n a t -
iona l  cs la te -

l l e  s e i d  t h e  C o v e r n m c n l
s h o u l d  i i : t r o d u c c  t a r  i n c e l t i v e s
bv the end of thc vcar.

A c c o r d r n g  t c  i r l r  D c v i d s o n .
t l r c  N a t i o n a i  T r - u s t  r . " ' r s  n o t  a s k -
i n r  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  t u  c o m n l l t
{ u n i J s . .  e s p e c i a l l y '  a t  a  t i m e  o f
l l n i l t e o  r e s o u r c e s .

'  l n s t c a d .  t h e  t r u s l  w r n t c d  l o
r c s t r u c l u r e  t h e  c o s l r n g  o f c o n s c r -
v a t i o n  w o r k  w h i c h  b e n e f i t e d  t h e
u ' r d e r  c o m m u n r t y .

- A s  l o n g  a g o  a s  l 9 E - i  r h c
L e b o r  P a n v  i n c i u d c d  t h c  i n r r o -
C u c : i o n  o l '  t a x a t r o n  i n c c n t i v e s
for  conserva t ion  in  the i r  p la r -
form,- lv{r Davicison said.

-The in t roducr ion  o f  a  taxe-
t ion  incen l i ves  scheme has  w idc-
spread ccn m uni l-v suppor.-

WA ADVEF]T i  SEF:
J u n e  1 7 .  1 9 A E
F e . e e  - l  , . .

"t

Trr:.st wants ta:i relief for ccn servation
CA-\BEAE'A - Tbc Ne-

tiocri Tr:cst bas ur;ed the
Fcdc':-rl C'oecrD-EocD! to lDtro-
duce . : -  loceqt ive :  fo r  lnvc : -
Sors la tbe coascn'etloo o(
h_i.storic bilildrnEr

1)e oorc roulC bc oo dlCfcr tct
boe LLe 3upport lhe Goccra.-Ecot
f rYC  to  cscou re fe  p r i ve t c  Lovc : t -
&rc! , t  lx  r raouf :c(ur io i ,  rc :<rnuh

ead Ccvcloptoclt r.sd tbc rcqoi:i-
tloo of rrt rort! tbc Tnst rejd-

)'csttrday tbe TruJt lc€t lr-r
R o y r l  A u r t r r l l u  l o s t t t o t e  o f
ArchjtccLl. tbr BuilCi.:; Owgcrs
ud [le-ce1er/ As:ochlloo. t.bc
Au-t tn l l r : r  HeCtr5c Co-mt. . ieo
rod thc l-ocrl Grrvcra.ocnt r-od
C:plbJ Cl ty [ .ord ] leyors ConJer-
cDce to tbrrb ou( Eov6 (owc,rds
tar  r t l lc(  for  cooscrv: . t loD wor lc

lLr  cbelrmr. ,  i t r  Rodle, '  Drv ld-

roc- salC tbt Coc-aoaee:-lt! C,or-
c:!,6€ot bri r coe=esd:-bic rc-
ccrd o( tsppor: for bc-!!sr coo-
!.rrrtloD boi tbcre bld bc€! Bo
r l g o l f l c e o t  l o l t i r t l Y G r  t o
c5couru{e prlsr(c owacr: to Lr-
YGit LD coorrrrtloc-

Tbc Trcst Fa.S Dot looUa5 to rdd
to Cove:r .oco( :pcadi^{ .  LDlLrd
tt wmted to rE tructurr tbc cor-
t inr  cf  c4oxree( loo * .ork rb icb
bcoc !1Lc t l  t b .  w ldc r  co rF i l h l t t .
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