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INTRODUCTION 
 
The Community History collections of the Queen Victoria Museum and Art Gallery 
(QVMAG) in Launceston include records of local government, businesses, 
community organisations and individuals, as well as oral history tapes and a large 
photographic collection. The collections are accessible via the QVMAG History 
Centre, Queen Victoria Museum and Art Gallery, Inveresk.  
 
Opening hours for appointments are Tuesday to Saturday, 10.00 am to 1.00 pm.  
However, prior notice of an intended visit is recommended to ensure the records 
required can be retrieved from storage without delay. Other times may be available 
by special arrangement. 
 
Access restrictions apply in some instances. 
 
This Summary Guide relates only to the records of the larger archival 
collections in the QVMAG's Community History Department.  Please enquire at 
the reference desk for information about collections not included in the guide. 
 
QVMAG collections, mainly acquired through donation, have been assigned a CHS 
prefix. 
 
The collections included are arranged in two parts: firstly, by collection or record 
series number, and secondly, alphabetically by collection name. 
 
Archival work began on the Community History Series in 1994. Detailed guides to 
further collections in this series are being produced progressively. 
 
Personal Papers 
The smaller number of collections of personal papers reflect interest in early 
Tasmanian history and colonial furniture, Tasmanian aboriginals, conservation and 
the environment, the natural history of South East Australia, small business, sport 
and the Australian Bicentenary.  
 
Company and Community Organisations Records 
Records of several former and some continuing companies and community 
organisations based in Northern Tasmania can be found in the Community History 
collections. 
 
The company records generally relate to butter and cheese production, timber and 
furniture manufacture, mining, gas production, shipping, wool and textile 
manufacture, and some cultural activities. 
 
The records of community organisations cover various social, sporting and cultural 
activities, and include some church records. 
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INDEX by collection number 
 
CHS 1  Barbara Payne 
CHS 2  Ronald Calder Kershaw 
CHS 3  Clifford Craig 
CHS 4  Jack Donnelly 
CHS 5  JS Forward 
CHS 6  Northern Tasmanian Football Association (NTFA) 
CHS 7  Holy Trinity Anglican Church 
CHS 8  Royal Society of St George (Launceston Branch) 
CHS 9  Launceston War Memorial Community Centre Association 
CHS 10 Northern Club 
CHS 11 Trevallyn Park and Improvement Association 
CHS 12 North Launceston Rotaract Club 
CHS 13 Australian Rhododendron Society, Northern Tasmania Branch 
CHS 14 Launceston Horticultural Society Inc. 
CHS 15 Launceston Players' Society 
CHS 16 Launceston United Friendly Societies' Dispensary 
CHS 17 St John Ambulance, Northern Headquarters 
CHS 18 Tasdance 
CHS 19 Kelsall and Kemp (Tasmania) Ltd., Launceston 
CHS 20 Tasmanian Textile Society 
CHS 21 Fenton Timber Products Pty Ltd. (Launceston) 
CHS 22 Tiffany (Nu Steel) Furniture Company 
CHS 23 McHugh Brothers Pty Ltd. 
CHS 24 Kauri Timber Company (Stanley) 
CHS 25 St Mary's Co-operative Dairy Society Ltd. 
CHS 26 United Milk Tasmania (UMT) 
CHS 27 Coats Patons (including Patons and Baldwins) (Launceston) 
CHS 28 Coats Patons Employees’ Mutual Benefit Society 
CHS 29 James Bradley’s Pty Ltd. (Furniture Manufacturer) 
CHS 30 Launceston Gas Company 
CHS 31 Royal Society of Tasmania, Northern Branch 
CHS 32 Endurance Tin Minining Company 
CHS 33 National Agricultural and Pastoral Society of Tasmania (Launceston 

Show Society) 
CHS 34 Campbell's Pottery 
CHS 35 Salisbury Foundry 
CHS 36 Aberfoyle Tin NL 
CHS 37 Peter Sims 
CHS 38 William Holyman and Sons Pty Ltd. 
CHS 39 Gunns Ltd. 
CHS 40 The Examiner (WR Rolph) 
CHS 41 Dorothea Henslowe 
CHS 42 Amy Lewis Hope Gibson 
CHS 43 Northern Tasmanian Railways Institute 
CHS 44 Launceston Chamber of Commerce 
CHS 45 Isabella Mead  
CHS 46 Emily (nee McRae) Archer 
CHS 47 Weston Family 
CHS 48 Sutton Family 
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INDEX by collection number 
 
CHS 49 Launceston District Nursing Association 
CHS 50 Launceston Art Co-operative 
CHS 51 Circular Head Arts Festival 
CHS 52 Jazz Tas 
CHS 53 NJB (Brian) Plomley 
CHS 54 Rod Drysdale 
CHS 55 Peters Foods Pty Ltd. 
CHS 56 Commercial Travellers’ Association of Tasmania 
CHS 57 Good Neighbour Council of Tasmania  
CHS 58 Launceston Canary, Budgerigar and Cage Bird Society 
CHS 59 Oscar Ralph Hart  
CHS 60 John Rowland Skemp 
CHS 61 Thomas Edgar Burns 
CHS 62 J Boag & Son 
CHS 63 Caring Families Association Inc. 
CHS 64 Bender & Co. Pty Ltd. 
CHS 65 Jack Kinnane 
CHS 66 Tasmanian Amusements Pty Ltd. 
CHS 67 Independent Order of Rechabites Tasmania District No. 79 
CHS 68 Tasmanian Flour Mills Pty Ltd. 
CHS 69 Launceston Tatlers 
CHS 70 Corrick Family 
CHS 71 Waverley Woollen Mills 
CHS 72 Von Stieglitz Family 
CHS 73 Launceston Jaycees 
CHS 74 Gilbert McKinlay 
CHS 75 7EX Radio 
CHS 76 Nell Frankcombe 
CHS 77 Institution of Engineers, Australia, Northern Tasmania Group 
CHS 78 Launceston Benevolent Society 
CHS 79 Northern Tasmanian Home for Boys 
CHS 80 Marjorie Bligh 
CHS 81 Northern Tasmanian Women’s Bowling Association Past 
   President Association 
CHS 82 Uniting Church 
CHS 83 Mowbray War Services Fund 
CHS 84 Rats of Tobruk Association, Northern Sub-branch 
CHS 85 Tasmanian Musical Festival Society 
CHS 86 Launceston Greyhound Racing Club Inc. 
CHS 87 Edith Ransom 
CHS 88 WH MacFarlane 
CHS 89 Launceston Contemporary Art Organisations 
CHS 90 Ritchies Mill Arts Centre Ltd. 
CHS 91 Ron Roach 
CHS 92 Bridport Music Society 
CHS 93 Rotary Club of Launceston 
CHS 94 Tioxide Australia Pty Ltd. 
CHS 95 Arts Council of Australia, Tasmanian Division, Launceston Branch 
CHS 96 Launceston Chamber Music Society 



QVMAG CHS Summary Guide, as at September 2023 Page 5 of 5 

INDEX by collection number 
 
CHS 97 Northern Tasmania Pacing Clubs 
CHS 98 George William Burrows 
CHS 99 Sporting Records 
CHS 100 Inner Wheel Club of North Launceston 
CHS 101 Sullivan/Shearn 
CHS 102 Ephemera 
CHS 103 RS Sanderson 
CHS 104 Ministering Children’s League of Tasmania 
CHS 105 George Richardson 
CHS 106 Launceston Art Society 
CHS 107 Les H Hill 
CHS 108 ABC Bowling Club 
CHS 109 Lady Ramsay 
CHS 110 Beth Roberts 
CHS 111 Northern Florence Nightingale Eventide Home Society 
CHS 112 Action Committee Against MP's Super Rip-Off 
CHS 113 Douglas Papers 
CHS 114 Miscellaneous Mining 
CHS 115 Henry Armitage 
CHS 116 Truchanas Family 
CHS 117 Kenworthy Family 
CHS 118 Professor Henry Reynolds 
CHS 119 Australian-Croation Social and Sporting Club 
CHS 120 Lloyd Jones 
CHS 121 Geoff Tyson 
CHS 122 Northern Tasmanian Fisheries Association 
CHS 123 Weindorfer-Connell 
CHS 124 Cicely Kelly 
CHS 125 Garry Greenwood IN CATALOGUING - NOT AVAILABLE 
CHS 126 Vineyard Association of Tasmania 
CHS 127 Comalco (Rio Tinto) IN CATALOGUING - NOT AVAILABLE 
CHS 128 Launceston Orchestral Society 
CHS 129 Winston Penry Saward 
CHS 130 Midland Hunt Club 
CHS 131 Oral History Tasmania 
CHS 132 Kaw Family IN CATALOGUING - NOT AVAILABLE 
CHS 133 Bea Maddock 
CHS 134 Launceston Walking Club 
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